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September 17, 2002

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


5:31 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a final budget hearing in their capacity as the Suwannee County Municipal Services Benefit Unit for Fire Protection Board of Directors.   Present were Chairman Randy Hatch; Director Jesse Caruthers; Director Billy Maxwell; Director Jerry Poole; Director Douglas M. Udell; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and hold a public hearing on the final Fire Assessment Budget for Fiscal Year 2003-2004.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. and stated that according to the proposed resolution, citizens would be charged a uniform $50 for fire assessment and commercial properties would be charged $0.04 per square foot.

Director Caruthers stated that he was opposed to the increase in assessments.
Director Maxwell stated that he too was opposed to the uniform assessment, as citizens living in the rural areas (who had been paying $35 per year) did not receive the same benefit as urban areas, (who had been paying $50 a year).  He added that despite this, he would support the increase in assessments, as long as the extra revenue went to the volunteer fire departments as discussed and agreed upon by other directors.

Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Hatch closed the floor to public comments.
Director Udell moved (to adopt a resolution adopting a uniform fire assessment of $50 per household and $0.04 per square foot for commercial properties).  Director Poole seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, with Director Caruthers opposed.  (See Resolution No. 2003-61)
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Hatch adjourned the final Suwannee County Municipal Services Benefit Unit for Fire Protection Board of Directors hearing at 5:35 p.m.
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