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August 19, 2003

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Eric Musgrove and Kathy Whitehurst, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and called upon Commissioner Caruthers to lead the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

ATTENTION:

A. The Board may add other items to this agenda at the beginning of the meeting.

B. At 4:00 p.m., presentation of the Small County Coalition Leadership Award to Representative Dwight Stansel.  (Small County Coalition Executive Director)

C. At 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to grant a special permit for an essential service (300 feet guy-wire communications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned Agiculture-1.  (Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director) 

D. Public concerns and comments may be heard anytime after 5:00 p.m.
E. Dinner Break – Approximately 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Chairman Hatch recognized Representative Dwight Stansel for his work in the Florida Legislature in assisting small counties, and then presented to him the Small County Coalition Leadership Award.

Representative Stansel thanked the Board and the Small County Coalition for their award, and then discussed the tight budget situation in Tallahassee that could lead to additional cost shifts from the State to the local counties.  He also discussed presenting legislation forcing the State to take back the small counties’ Secondary Road Systems, or else provide funding to adequately maintain them.

Chairman Hatch briefly discussed small county problems.

Discussion also ensued on Article V funding.

Commissioner Maxwell suggested that the State take back the Secondary Road Systems.

Commissioner Udell stated that there was a strong but subtle movement in the Florida Legislature and county governments in South Florida to move water from the Suwannee River and local springs to South Florida via large pipelines.  He strongly suggested that Representative Stansel and other local representatives fight hard to keep North Florida’s water in North Florida, or else be heavily reimbursed for shipping it.

Representative Stansel stated that there was already a law on the books that made it very difficult, if not impossible, to transfer natural resources from one region to another.

Commissioner Caruthers thanked Representative Stansel for his efforts to keep water resources in Suwannee County.  He also asked if Representative Stansel had any other legislation that he would be submitting to the Legislature.  Representative Stansel responded that he would be submitting legislation on amending development regulations around small county Interstate exchanges.  He also discussed incentive-based programs for agriculture.
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Consent:
The first item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoice batch numbers 2003-0593 through 2003-638, for a total of $2,263,870.74.

	SUWANNEE COUNTY

	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

	WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

	
	
	

	       
	TO BE APPROVED  08/05/03
	 

	
	
	

	FUND
	 
	AMOUNT

	001
	GENERAL FUND
	 $               802,092.50 

	112
	HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
	 $                            -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $               491,677.36 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEYS OFFICE
	 $                 10,402.85 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $                 23,306.31 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                      789.81 

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                 19,016.96 

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $                 19,819.30 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                   3,860.33 

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $                   3,596.62 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                   7,590.00 

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                 18,938.65 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $               566,450.48 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $                 99,994.96 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $                 46,120.00 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $                 16,184.58 

	251
	RENNOVATIONS / DEBT SERVICE  FUND
	 $                            -   

	351
	RENNOVATIONS / CONST. FUND
	 $                            -   

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $                 51,602.02 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $                 82,428.01 

	
	 
	   

	
	 BATCHES 2003/0593-0638

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	 $    2,263,870.74 


The second item on the agenda was to approve a release of Lien for Jason M. and Rhonda S. Furry, SHIP clients.

The third item on the agenda was to approve payment, upon receipt of funds, of invoice No. S-541305 in the amount of $96,604.20 to Caldwell Tanks, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System.  (CDBG Grant)

The fourth item on the agenda was to approve payment, upon receipt of funds, of Invoice No. 13 in the amount of $6,615.00 to William M. Bishop Consulting Engineers, Inc. for work on the Wellborn Water System.  (CDBG Grant)

The fifth item on the agenda was to approve payment of Pay Application No. 3 in the amount of $96,771.46 to TECO Energy Services, Inc. for work on Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration Project.  (Historical Preservation Grant 361 - $66,606.22, Court Facilities Fees - $30,165.24)

The sixth item on the agenda was to approve payment of Pay Application No. 7 in the amount of $41,698.94 to TECO Energy Services, Inc. for work on the Courthouse Renovation Project.  (Historical Preservation Grant 163 - $10,746.61; Historical Preservation Grant 269 - $3,728.50; Article V - $17,640.12; County - $9,583.71)

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the aforementioned items on the consent agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

General Business:

The seventh item on the agenda was for Ralph Cellon, Vice President – Morgan Keegan and Company, to make a presentation regarding bonding one-half of the gas tax recovery money for paving, with possible Board action.

Mr. Cellon thanked the Board and the Clerk’s Finance Division for their assistance.  He discussed several projects that he had been involved with on behalf of the County, and then discussed a twenty-year bond to provide funding for road paving.  Mr. Cellon then submitted his proposal to the Board and deputy clerk, stating that the net result was that the County would receive well over $6.6 million in bonds with a net interest rate of 4.266%.  He then discussed in detail how the County could go about receiving the gas tax revenue bonds.

Commissioner Udell asked how many miles could be paved with the $6.6 million bond.  Mr. Cellon responded that the question was out of his area of expertise.  Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, responded that the money would probably pave 75 to 80 miles of dirt roads, with more miles if paved roads were reconstructed.

Commissioner Udell stated that it would be premature for the Board to make a decision at tonight’s meeting, as they needed to consult the experts as well as the public.

Discussion ensued on gas tax revenues for Suwannee County since January of 2003 and the loss of certain State funding.
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Chairman Hatch stated that if the Board proceeded with the bond issue, some of the money should be used to repair and upgrade existing roads, as it was estimated that 30% of school bus repairs and a great amount of County vehicle repairs were due to poor roads.


Commissioner Maxwell asked if this would be an issue that could be discussed at a workshop.  Chairman Hatch responded that he would like each Board member to determine which roads in their district needed to be paved over the next five years, and then hold a workshop to agree with the order.


Commissioner Poole stated that he was originally against bonding money, but after further discussion, he had determined that the bond would be a good idea to help pave the many miles of County roads that were in poor shape.


Commissioner Udell stated that he was in favor of bonding the money, after further research, but his district would not need much paving (as most is within the city limits of Live Oak and therefore their responsibility).  He stated that the four other districts could use much of his portion of the gas tax revenue, and then mentioned Dry Prairie Road among others that should be paved.


Commissioner Caruthers stated that the bond would require some $3.3 million in interest over the twenty-year life of the loan.  He mentioned that approximately 95% of the County’s roads would not receive funding, as there was only enough funding in the bond for 75 to 80 miles.


Chairman Hatch stated that the Board should look at the rise of costs over certain periods of time, as paving many roads in the next five years, even with the $3.3 million in interest, would be cheaper than waiting twenty years to pave a road once inflation was taken into account.


County Attorney Airth reminded the Board that Mr. Cellon had a prior meeting engagement soon, and need to leave.


Some discussion ensued on placing the County in debt for twenty years and holding a workshop to discuss the issue further.


Chairman Hatch called a short recess at 5:01 p.m.

5:13 p.m.


Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order.

The eighth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items this Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 34, Emergency Agenda Items.

There were two items to be added to the agenda:

A) Approval of Contract CFDA No. 83-548 with the Department of Community Affairs in the amount of $26,667.00 for revision of the Local Mitigation Strategy Plan.

B) A request to amend the Reserve Capital Equipment Budget to purchase a quick response fire vehicle from American LaFrance Ocala for $63,911.00, subject to the Clerk arranging financing.

Commissioner Udell moved to add the aforementioned items to the agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The ninth item on the agenda was to approve minutes of the meeting held on August 5, 2003.

Commissioner Poole commented that Mr. Vass was spelled “Vass,” not “Voss” as Commissioner Caruthers had thought.

Commissioner Caruthers noted that on the page referenced as 4, he asked if the deputy clerk had received a copy of the audit.  Deputy Clerk Musgrove stated that he had not yet received one.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the aforementioned minutes as amended.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The tenth item on the agenda was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to present a report.

Clerk of the Circuit Court Kenneth Dasher reminded the Board of the budget workshop meeting to be held on August 21st.  He stated that the Board seemed to be taking a greater interest in capital projects, and hoped that they would take the initiative in determining what capital projects should be done in what order.  Clerk Dasher stated that the Board had made a drastic reduction in their spending, although there was still some work to be done.  He also stated that the Board should closely watch capital projects to avoid cost overruns.

The eleventh item on the agenda was Staff Reports.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, discussed the staffing problems with EMS, adding that he had discussed the situation with the Town of Branford and City of Live Oak for assistance.  County Coordinator Wooley stated that County and City departments had worked together to determine a solution to the problem.  He stated that in conjunction with the City of Live Oak, an ambulance would be placed at the Live Oak Fire Department and EMTs from the City would respond to calls outside of the city limits.  This plan had been implemented on August 14, and had brought about several problems that were currently being resolved.  County Coordinator Wooley added that this solution was a temporary one at best, and needed to be resolved at some point in the future.  He asked for questions.

Chairman Hatch asked if there was any written agreement for this implementation.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that it had been agreed that there would be an interlocal agreement, and the City and County would work with the plan for thirty days to determine whether it was feasible or not.

Chairman Hatch asked about insurance and liability.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that the situation was no different than what it was prior to combining the services; County employees were paid and insured by the County and City employees were paid and insured by the City of Live Oak.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that with the newly implemented plan, the level of service for both the City and the County was better than the week before.

Commissioner Poole stated that he had supported County Coordinator Wooley’s position on the issue when he had discussed combining the County and City departments.  He added that placing the ambulance at the Live Oak Fire Station had been a good idea.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that there were still issues to be resolved, but so far the plan had been a success.  He added that several large cities had combined their fire and EMS services into one joint service, but so far there had been no great gain in services.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that he had nothing against County Coordinator Wooley, but he had a problem with implementing such a large-scale plan without coming before the entire Board of County Commissioners.  Commissioner Maxwell stated that although the plan may be a good one, moving an entire department practically overnight needed to be discussed and approved by the Board.

Commissioner Udell stated that what County Coordinator Wooley had done was within his job description, and he applauded what had been done.  He stated that the services to both the City and the County were now better because of the transfer of an ambulance to the Live Oak Fire Station.  Commissioner Udell added that he was not in the business of micromanaging the various County departments.

Commissioner Maxwell made it clear that he did not wish to micromanage County Coordinator Wooley’s job, merely that this plan was something out of the ordinary and involved far more than simply running a department.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that perhaps the issue should have been brought before the Board, but realized that a year ago, County Coordinator Wooley had been charged with finding a solution to the EMS situation.  He hoped that the plan would work to the good of both the County and the City, and was encouraged by the way it seemed to work so far.

County Coordinator Wooley apologized to Commissioner Maxwell for not adequately informing him of what was going on with the EMS plan.  He stated that he had been charged with keeping the Board informed while at the same time keeping the County going.  He again reiterated that this solution was only a temporary one, and would provide perhaps another year of service before it would need to be readdressed.  County Coordinator Wooley added that he was awaiting unsigned employee surveys that would give him a better idea of how they truly felt about the plan.  He stated that he had not anticipated the speed at which the Live Oak City Council would approve the proposal, and had not been prepared to present the issue to the Board until later.
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Chairman Hatch stated that County Coordinator Wooley had been given the authority to make the necessary changes to EMS, although it would have been better, time permitting, to inform the Board of his actions.  He stated that there were many issues that the Board was involved in, and County Coordinators were hired to keep track of them.

Commissioner Poole stated that the Board had given County Coordinator Wooley the authority to proceed with finding a solution to the EMS problem, and the City and the County had received better service because of the plan’s implementation.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that his district had reminded him that they had elected him to make policy, not the County Coordinator, and made it clear that he was not against the plan.

County Coordinator Wooley gave a brief report on the Visioning Committee, which had finally completed their suggestions for the County’s future.  He stated that the plans had been submitted to the Regional Planning Council for further review and would probably be on the next regular agenda.  County Coordinator Wooley added that a smaller group should be selected to go over the final plan in great detail.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the smaller group would be made up of people from the Visioning Committee.  Chairman Hatch responded that the small group should be members of the Visioning Committee, as they were already familiar with the project.

Commissioner Maxwell asked if commissioners would have time for their own ideas to be taken into account.  Chairman Hatch responded that there would be time for each Commissioner to have input.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that there was a new City of Live Oak flag that they had wished to be flown from the Courthouse.

The Board had no objection to flying the flag of the City of Live Oak over the Courthouse.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that he had met with the new City Public Works Director and City Administrator to discuss joint projects.

Chairman Hatch called a recess for supper at 6:00 p.m., to return at 7:00 p.m.

August 19, 2003

City Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida

7:01 p.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order.  Commissioner Caruthers and Commissioner Maxwell were not present.

Chairman Hatch moved to agenda item C.
Item C was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution to grant a special permit for an essential service (300 feet guy-wire communications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned Agiculture-1.  (Ronald Meeks, Planning & Zoning Director)

County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director.

Commissioner Maxwell arrived at the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  Commissioner Caruthers arrived at the meeting at 7:03 p.m.

Mr. Meeks discussed the application for the property in question, which is located about one mile northeast of the intersection of CR 49 and CR 247.

Chairman Hatch stated that he was aware of the hole in Alltel cell phone coverage, and was in favor of the communications tower.

Commissioner Udell asked if signs were prohibited on the tower.  Mr. Meeks responded that the only signs allowed were those identifying the tower as a communications tower and warnings against trespassing.

Discussion ensued on some of the merits of the County’s restrictions on the tower’s use.

Chairman Hatch opened the hearing to public comments.

County Attorney Airth swore in Ms. Belinda Bodie, who appeared on behalf of the property owner.  She stated that the purpose of the tower was to provide digital communications service in the south part of the County, as well as allowing other carriers to use the tower.

Commissioner Udell asked if this proposed sight was near a private airport.  Ms. Bodie responded that there were no airports close by, although there were airports five miles away and another twelve miles away.

Discussion ensued on airports and that there were no private airports near the proposed tower location.

Mr. Albert Green, adjacent property owner, asked if the proposed tower would interfere with his UHF tower.  The response was that there should be no interference with Mr. Green’s UHF tower.

There being no further comments, Chairman Hatch closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell moved [to adopt a resolution to grant a special permit for an essential service (300 feet guy-wire communications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned Agiculture-1].  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2003-?? – waiting on Mr. Meeks)
Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public concerns and comments.

Mr. George Fuller asked about the EMS situation and asked if the Suwannee Democrat’s article on the situation had stated that the ambulance at the Live Oak Fire Station would not go beyond the city limits was correct.  Chairman Hatch responded that he understood the ambulance to respond to calls wherever they were.  He asked County Coordinator Wooley to discuss the situation further.  Chairman Hatch added that there had been a public meeting on the issue, just that it was with the Live Oak City Council, not the Board of County Commissioners.

County Coordinator Wooley clarified that the ambulance at the Live Oak Fire Station would respond to all calls, not just those within the Live Oak city limits.

Mr. Jim Fessler stated that he had entered into a lease for a T-Hangar at the Airport some time ago, but did not yet have possession of the hangar.  He asked when he would be in possession of his T-Hangar, and stated that he had discussed the situation with the current tenant.

Commissioner Udell asked why Mr. Fessler did not have possession of the T-Hangar if he had already signed the lease.  Mr. Fessler responded that the current tenant had not vacated the T-Hangar by the August 1 deadline.

Commissioner Poole stated that he had spoken to Mr. Vass, the current tenant, who had agreed to be out of the T-Hangar by Labor Day (September 2).

Mr. Fessler stated that his lease began on August 1st.

Commissioner Poole asked if Mr. Fessler would work with him on waiting another two weeks.  Mr. Fessler responded that he could work with the Labor Day deadline if necessary.

Chairman Hatch clarified that as he understood it, the former tenant had not vacated the T-Hangar as of the August 1 deadline.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that the Board and Mr. Fessler had leased the hangar in good faith, and County Attorney Airth should look into the situation at once.

Discussion ensued on liability if Mr. Fessler did not receive possession of the T-Hangar.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Jay Vass why he was still in the hangar.  Mr. Vass responded that he had two aircraft in various states of disassembly that either needed to be put back together or be moved to an enclosed hangar.  He added that the County was currently renovating part of his hangar and using some of his tools to do so.  Mr. Vass asked to continue working with Commissioner Poole to move out of the T-Hangar as soon as possible.

Commissioner Udell stated that Mr. Vass should be discussing the issue with Mr. Donald Robinson, Airport Manager, not the Board.  He then read a letter from the County asking Mr. Vass to vacate the T-Hangar in a timely manner.

Mr. Vass stated that he had spoken with Mr. Fessler about keeping his aircraft in the T-Hangar for up to three months.

Mr. Fessler stated that the discussion had been in July.

Chairman Hatch stated that the lease for the T-Hangar was to Mr. Fessler, not Mr. Vass, and he should vacate the premises as soon as possible.

Commissioner Udell asked how quickly Mr. Vass could move out of the Fessler’s hangar.  Mr. Vass asked to meet with Mr. Fessler after the meeting to determine how soon he could move out.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that Mr. Vass had been given the option to continue leasing the hangar, but had refused to do so.  The hangar had then been leased to Mr. Fessler for a substantially greater amount.  He stated that if Mr. Vass did not begin moving out tomorrow, the County Attorney should draw up a court order to have signed by a judge.

Mr. Vass stated that he had been the airport’s largest customer for the past 15 years, and had assumed that since the County was using some of his tools for the renovations, he thought that he could be allowed to stay.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that Mr. Vass was staying in the T-Hangar for free, and suggested that Mr. Vass work with Mr. Fessler to determine a date to be out.  He suggested a September 1st deadline.

Chairman Hatch asked if Mr. Fessler would work with Mr. Vass.  Mr. Fessler responded that he would rather work out the situation with Mr. Vass than pursue other options.

Mr. Charles “Chuck” Edwards, representing a group of citizens on 144th Street, asked what could be done about paving or repairing his road, as logging trucks had made travel difficult there.

Commissioner Poole stated that the Board was currently looking at a $6 million bond that would allow 75-80 miles of road, and 144th Street would be one of the first on the list of paved roads.

Commissioner Udell asked how long the road was.  Mr. Edwards responded that it was about 3 ½ miles, and was used as a cut-through for Hughes Road and CR 349.

Chairman Hatch stated that if the Board decided to proceed with the $6 million bond, the money had to be used within the first three years.

Commissioner Caruthers clarified that 144th Street was an existing paved road, although there was not much paving left.
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Discussion ensued on the road’s present condition and the expense to the landowners.


Commissioner Poole stated that since three of the commissioners had come onto the Board two years ago, the County’s deficit had been over $2 million, but had been reduced to about $53,000.

Commissioner Udell stated that 144th Street would be paved.

Chairman Hatch moved to agenda item fifteen.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was for Alonzo Harrod, Wishing Well Subdivision Road Committee, to request approval to proceed with a Municipal Services Benefit Unit (MSBU) to pave 113th Road, 122nd Terrace, and 122nd Trail.

Mr. Harrod asked that the Board set a date to hold a public hearing for the aforementioned roads.

Commissioner Udell asked if the $49,500 discussed would be sufficient to pave the road.  Ms. Barbara Gill responded that according to the Public Works Director, it would suffice, with 10% set aside for an emergency.

Commissioner Caruthers clarified that basically, Mr. Harrod was asking to hold a public hearing to present the evidence.

Commissioner Caruthers moved for approval to proceed with a Municipal Services Benefit Unit (MSBU) to pave 113th Road, 122nd Terrace, and 122nd Trail.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, then stated that a year ago, the citizens of the Wishing Well Subdivision had been told that their road would be paved using the leftover funds from the Blue Lake Road paving.  He stated that according to the Finance Division of the Clerk’s Office, there was approximately $23,000 left over from the Blue Lake Road project.  Commissioner Maxwell asked that the $23,000 remaining in the Blue Lake Road fund be provided to the Wishing Well Subdivision, providing relief to all the property owners.  Commissioner Udell apologized that the Wishing Well Subdivision had not yet been paved, and asked the total amount it would cost the County to pre-finance the road.  He added that he supported the paving, but merely wished to know the cost of the project.  Chairman Hatch understood that practically the entire funding for the Blue Lake Road project had spent.  Commissioner Udell asked if the $45,000 was Public Works Director Sikes’ estimation.  Mr. Sikes responded that the $45,000 did not include rock and work done by the County.  Discussion ensued on the in-house costs to the Public Works Department.  Chairman Hatch clarified that the motion was simply to hold a public hearing, not to discuss the merits of the situation.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that he was against paving roads in subdivisions, but would stand behind the Board’s decision from last year to pave the Wishing Well Subdivision.  Commissioner Maxwell asked if the Board was saying that it would be 2005 before the road could be paved.  Chairman Hatch responded that the timetable was set by the State, and it would take at least 17 months.  Commissioner Caruthers clarified that the paving would probably be in the next fiscal year’s budget.  Commissioner Poole stated that he wished to see the Wishing Well Subdivision paved, but added that he wished for additional homework to be done by the residents.  The motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch moved to agenda item thirty-one.

The thirty-first item on the agenda was for a representative of the community to request assistance in supplying water for residents adjoining the contaminated site north of Live Oak.

Ms. Wendy Waldon addressed the Board and stated that many residents in the area had been suffering for some time from contaminated water, and the Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Health, and other State agencies had ruled that the tests were so far inconclusive.  She stated that Wal-Mart had graciously donated two truck loads of water for use by the residents, but that donation was now exhausted.  Ms. Waldon stated that when someone in the neighborhood drank or used the ground water, they became sick, but with bottled water, the effects ceased.  She stated that she had repeatedly asked for assistance from the Department of Health, Senator Nancy Argenziano, Commissioner Caruthers, and other officials, and as of yet, nothing had been done.

Commissioner Udell asked how many households were affected.  Ms. Waldon responded that at least thirty-five or forty households were affected.

Discussion ensued on what contaminants had or had not been found and what the State Department of Environmental Protection and Health Department were doing about it.

Commissioner Udell asked what had happened to the water donated by Wal-Mart.  Ms. Waldon responded that it had been used up.

Ms. Waldon stated that the cause of the contamination had been determined to have been from illegal dumping by Donald Wainright, but the court case against him had been pled down.

Chairman Hatch stated that there had been many instances of supposed contamination, but so far the State had not found any.  He added that the State Department of Environmental Protection had spent 1/5 of its entire budget on looking at supposedly contaminated landfills.
Discussion ensued on the levels of contaminants in the area.
Chairman Hatch asked why the residents were still living in the area if it was still contaminated, and who had sold them the land.  Several members of the community stated that Mr. Donald Wainright had sold them the property.

Ms. Christine Brown, local resident, stated that her 110-year old grandmother had been born and raised in the area, as had she, and she did not wish to leave her property.  She asked why she or her grandchildren had to die because of someone else’s illegal dumping.
Chairman Hatch stated that it appeared that the people had grounds for legal recourse.

Members of the community were very upset with response from the Board of County Commissioners in regard to their wells being contaminated.
Mrs. Darla Butler discussed test results conducted on her well.
Ms. Brown stated that several generations of her family lived on the property that had been contaminated by the illegal dumping.  She asked why she and her family had to suffer from someone else’s illegal dumping.
Chairman Hatch asked why the group had not yet taken civil action.  Several residents of the community responded that there had been meetings with then-Senator Richard Mitchell in 2002 and others, and they had been told that the contaminated property would be dug out.  Since then, little had been done except for repeated testing.
Mrs. Darla Butler stated that the residents continued to live on the property because they had lived there all their lives, and felt that it was the fault of the person or persons who had permitted any dumping to begin with.  She added that it was not the Chairman’s business why they had or had not filed a civil suit.

A member of the community stated that according to DEP estimates, there were some 250 non-permitted dumping sites in Suwannee County, but they felt that it was even more.

Discussion ensued on how much water would be required to help the citizens of the 113th Street area and how to solve the problem.

Commissioner Poole offered to donate $100.00 for the purchase of water for the residences of the community.
Commissioner Caruthers stated that there had been several private entities that had donated water to the citizens of 113th Street, but they were now out of water.

Commissioner Caruthers motioned to donate money to the residences.  After brief discussion, Commissioner Caruthers withdrew his motion.
Chairman Hatch stated that this was a long-term problem.

A resident of the community stated that there was a lawsuit currently underway against Mr. Donald Wainright, but did not know what to do in the meantime.

Chairman Hatch stated that the citizens could go to the Health Department to get water, and did not see why taxpayers should be burdened with providing water for the people of the community.  Several residents responded that they were taxpayers also.

Mr. Frank Darabi, engineer, volunteered his time to help with situation, adding that the State should provide filters on the private wells in the area.  Several residents responded that they already had filters on their wells, and they had not done much good.
Several citizens spoke out, and Chairman Hatch stated that if there was not order in the room, he would end the discussion immediately.

Mr. Darabi stated that the Board of County Commissioners did not have the authority to rectify the situation, as it was a State problem.  He added that situations such as these were why landfills now needed permits.  Mr. Darabi suggested that a water truck be used to provide water to the citizens of the contaminated area, as bottled water would be cost-prohibitive for large numbers of people.
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Chairman Hatch asked about transferring water from the Boys Ranch (which lies nearby).  Mr. Darabi responded that it could be done, but there were liabilities with that type of transfer, including transferring the contaminants to the Boys Ranch facility.

Mr. Darabi added that the data from the State indicated that only a few wells had a problem, and filters had been placed on them.  He also stated that there were other methods of contamination besides water, such as the soil, that would need to be tested before the State made a decision on the exact cause of the health problems.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he was willing to work with the residents of the community and Mr. Darabi to work out a solution to the contamination problem, as Mr. Darabi was an expert in environmental engineering.

Mr. Darabi stated that the Board could do nothing with the situation, and finding a solution would involve extensive soil and water sampling.

Discussion ensued on possible contamination in other areas beside the community in question, including the Suwannee River itself (which lies a short distance away).

Commissioner Udell stated that the immediate issue was drinking water for the affected households.

Mr. Darabi stated that he would discuss the situation with the Department of Environmental Protection, the Stagecoach Volunteer Fire Department, and others to help with the problem.

Commissioner Caruthers again moved to authorize up to $2,400 for one load of drinking water (for the residents of the 113th Street area).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and then asked if there was anything illegal with providing the drinking water to these residents.  County Attorney Airth responded that it was illegal to help private citizens using public funds.  Mr. Darabi stated that it seemed to be a public health issue, and therefore was perfectly legal for the Board to spend the funds.  It was determined that County Coordinator Wooley and his staff would order the drinking water.  Discussion ensued on current enforcement procedures with illegal dumping, and that the ordinances needed to be revamped to provide stiffer penalties for illegal dumping.  County Attorney Airth stated that for agricultural land, the resident only needed to request a permit to place a well and septic tank.  A member of the audience stated that the landfill in question was actually in the Official Records as the 113th Street landfill.  County Attorney Airth stated that the County did not permit landfills, and it was the State’s responsibility.  Chairman Hatch stated that landfills were the responsibility of the State, and was deeply sorry about the affects to the citizens of 113th Street.  A resident of the community asked why a former landfill had been divided and sold to private individuals as homesteads.  Chairman Hatch stated that there were problems with the current system.  County Coordinator Wooley clarified that the motion should include the issue of residents’ health.  Commissioner Caruthers clarified his motion to include that the motion was because of a public health concern.  More discussion ensued on the fact that there was physical proof that there had been illegal dumping.  The motion to provide up to $2,400 worth of water for the affected citizens (of 113th Street) carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch called a recess at 8:36 p.m.

August 19, 2003

City Council Meeting Chamber

Live Oak, Florida

8:50 p.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order.  Commissioner Maxwell was not present.

Mr. Fessler stated that he and Mr. Vass had come to an agreement that everything would be out of Mr. Fessler’s hangar by Monday, with one of the disassembled aircraft temporarily stored in the Fessler hangar while the other is moved to one of the vacant hangars and put together, at which time the other aircraft would be moved and put back together as well.

Chairman Hatch returned to staff reports.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated that there were several main roads in Suwannee County, and some had not been widened or resurfaced in some time.  He mentioned Nobles Ferry Road, and stated that the Board should consider resurfacing and widening roads based upon use as part of the planning process for roads, not just use the per-district funding formula.

Commissioner Maxwell returned to the meeting at 8:52 p.m.

Chairman Hatch stated that he had hoped for something such as this to enable more of his district’s roads to be paved.

John D. “Danny” Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a written staff report but had nothing else to discuss.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated that there was a counter-offer from the Skierski family on the former Mastec Building to sell it for $250,000, pending an appraisal.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that he would like to know what the School Board had in mind for the old Nettie Baisden Elementary School building before making a decision on the former Mastec Building.

Commissioner Poole asked if an environmental study had been done on the former Mastec property.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that none had been done, but it was a valid issue.

Commissioner Poole stated that an environmental study should be completed on the former Mastec Building before it was purchased.

County Attorney Airth submitted handouts on how to sell County property per a request at the last regular Board meeting.

The twelfth item on the agenda was to approve additional engineering fees for Darabi and Associates for the bypass road project.  (Tabled at the July 15, 2003 Board meeting)

Mr. Darabi submitted a handout describing the costs for additional testing on the CR 795-US 129 bypass project, then discussed it in some detail.  He stated that the Board had authorized up to $15,000 for engineering, but there could be an additional $70,050.00 in engineering costs brought on by extra testing.  Mr. Darabi stated that these additional tests were necessary to determine for certain if the road could be built on the existing property, and strongly suggested that the Board authorize the expenditures.  He also suggested that there be a pre-bid meeting to be advertised for a large number of experts to bid on the project.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if these additional costs would go over the $3 million project cost.  Mr. Darabi responded that his estimates were that the project could still be completed within the original budget.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the engineering fees would be paid for by the Department of Transportation.  Mr. Darabi responded that the Department of Transportation would pay for it.

Commissioner Poole clarified that this should be approved subject to approval by the Department of Transportation for the entire project.

Mr. Darabi discussed right-of-way acquisition as well as a traffic count on the roads, stating that the owners of the property were willing to trade ¼ acre for the rights-of-way.  He also discussed proposals to continue the truck route to CR 49, but doubted whether there would be funding available anytime soon.

Commissioner Poole stated that the Board should not try to enter into an agreement with landowners on the eastern side of the proposed bypass (who had discussed putting in a subdivision) until the cost for the entire project was known.
Commissioner Maxwell stated that he had been against the bypass on the proposed property, and his mind had not changed.  He stated that it appeared that the property owners wanted the County to pave their road, and did not feel that the bypass would even be feasible on the property in question.

Chairman Hatch stated that while he was on the Board, he would not consider buying any property in the area for road rights-of-way.  He asked Mr. Darabi if he had spent any of the money he was requesting.  Mr. Darabi responded that he had already spent part of the money, but needed additional funding to complete the testing.

Commissioner Udell stated that the issue had been discussed many times, and it would not be County funds being spent on the CR 795-US 129 bypass, but the State’s.  He stated that several months ago, he had asked if the project could be completed within the $3 million budget for the project.  Mr. Darabi at that time had responded that he could, and until the project exceeded the $3 million, he was for the continuation of the project.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request as asked (to approve additional engineering fees for Darabi and Associates for the bypass road project).  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers asked if the motion was necessary since it was reimbursed funds.  Mr. Darabi responded that the Clerk of the Circuit Court would not pay beyond the $15,000 authorized by the Board without this motion.  The motion carried 3-2, with Commissioner Maxwell and Commissioner Caruthers opposed.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that discussions were underway with the Suwannee River Water Management District concerning storm water in subdivisions, and the SRWMD had asked for a representative of the Board to be at the next regular meeting on August 26th at 2:00 p.m.

Chairman Hatch asked that Commissioner Caruthers attend the meeting of the Suwannee River Water Management District, as it had been his idea.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he would attend the meeting.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to deny a subordination for Darrell A. and Robin A. Heath, SHIP clients, because the request did not meet requirements.

Commissioner Udell moved to deny a subordination for Darrell A. and Robin A. Heath, SHIP clients, because the request did not meet SHIP requirements.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and discussion ensued about approvals falling under the authority of the Chairman.  County Attorney Airth stated that the applicants wished to refinance their first mortgage, but would place the County in a financially worse position.  The motion to deny carried unanimously.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to present the Florida Department of Transportation Adopted Five-Year Work Program and request for priorities for the next Tentative Work Program cycle.

Joel Glenn, the Planning and Zoning Office of FDOT, submitted a handout on approved road projects and discussed them in some detail.
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Mr. Glenn continued discussing upcoming DOT projects for Suwannee County.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that right-of-way acquisition would not be required at the Winderweedle/US 129 intersection.


Mr. Glenn continued discussion on upcoming DOT projects.


County Attorney Airth asked about right-of-way acquisition on the roundabout.  Mr. Glenn responded that acquisition was complete, and the funding could probably be diverted elsewhere.


Discussion ensued on whether the work on US 129 South was for the Library, Live Oak Church of God, or somewhere else.  It was not determined which area would be affected by the turn lane, merely that it would be around the Regional Library.


Discussion ensued about placing the proposed sidewalk on US 129 north to Wal-Mart further away from the road, unlike by the Library, where the sidewalk is only a few short feet from US 129 South.  Additional discussion ensued on the issue.

Mr. Glenn stated that he would research where the turn lane on US 129 South would actually be and inform the Board at a later date.


Discussion also ensued on other projects listed on the Department of Transportation pages.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was for Alonzo Harrod, Wishing Well Subdivision Road Committee, to request approval to proceed with a Municipal Services Benefit Unit (MSBU) to pave 113th Road, 122nd Terrace, ad 122nd Trail.

This item was discussed earlier in the meeting, following public comments.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was for Donald Boyette, Live Oak City Councilman, to request that the County place speed bumps on Main Street.

Mr. Boyette was not present, but Commissioner Maxwell stated that he had spoken with Mr. Boyette.  Commissioner Maxwell stated that it would probably not be a good idea to place speed bumps on Main Street, as it was heavily traveled.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to deny putting speed bumps on Main Street.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and after discussion that the road was within the Live Oak City limits but maintained by the County, the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was for Darrell Smith, Suwannee River Partnership Coordinator, to show a video entitled “Protecting Florida’s Groundwater through Best Management Practices.”

This item was withdrawn from the agenda, but would be on the next regular agenda.

Chairman Hatch called a short recess at 9:40 p.m.
9:50 p.m.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to approve the preliminary plat of the Shady Hollow Estates Subdivision.

Mr. Meeks stated that the property in question lies off of CR 249 (Nobles Ferry Road) and 199th Road.

Mr. Tim Alcorn, surveyor, added that the rights-of-way would not be maintained by Suwannee County, and as the road would not be built using DOT-approved limerock, and thus could never be accepted by the County.  He added that the homeowners’ association would be responsible for the upkeep of the road.

Mr. Meeks stated that a variance would be necessary because of size limitations on the plots.

Mrs. Sue Lamb, reporter, asked how the next Board would know not to accept the roads.  Mr. Alcorn responded that the recorded deeds and plats in the Official Records of Suwannee County showed that the roads would not be maintained nor accepted by the County, plus the 911 Addressing would dictate that it was a private road.

Discussion ensued on the fact that the County would never accept the road, as it did not meet DOT requirements, as well as other subdivisions whose roads had been accepted by the Board.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve the preliminary plat of the Shady Hollow Estates Subdivision.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to approve submitting an application for a grant for an EMS unit.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this would allow the County to supply an additional ambulance, and there would be no matching funds from the County.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve submitting an application for a grant for an EMS unit.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to approve Change Order No. 1 for an increase of $3,637.00 in the contract with TECO Energy Services for Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration Project concerning the judge’s bench.  (Court Facilities Fee Fund – approved by Judge)

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, stated that the funding would come from Court Facilities Fees.

Commissioner Udell moved [to approve Change Order No. 1 for an increase of $3,637.00 in the contract with TECO Energy Services for Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration Project concerning the judge’s bench.  (Court Facilities Fee Fund – approved by Judge)].  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was to approve proceeding with the bypass road project.

Commissioner Udell moved (to proceed with the bypass road project).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Maxwell opposed.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was to award a bid for one waste handler wheel loader for the Public Works Department.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2003-10)

Mr. Sikes stated that the only bid was from Ring Power Corporation at $113,820, with a buyback of $27,500, equaling a maximum total cost to the County of $86,320.00.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve (awarding the bid for one waste handler wheel loader for the Public Works Department to Ring Power for $113,820).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was to request permission to advertise for bids to pave 216th Street.

Mr. Sikes stated that this was a connecting road between CR 49 and US 129 near O’Brien.  He stated that approximately 50% of the base work had been completed, and asked for permission to advertise.

Commissioner Poole moved (to advertise for bids to pave 216th Street).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was to approve advertising for bids for the replacement of guardrails on C. R. 137.

Mr. Sikes stated that the project was a DOT-funded project through the SCRAP program, and there was approximately $137,000 left to spend on the project.  He suggested replacing the guardrails.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve advertising for bids for the replacement of guardrails on C. R. 137.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was to approve a grant agreement with the Federal Aviation Administration for 90% funding to install taxiway lights at the Airport.

Mr. Robinson stated that this would be the final paperwork on this grant, with a County cash match that would be budgeted in next year’s budget.

Commissioner Poole moved (to approve a grant agreement with the Federal Aviation Administration for 90% funding to install taxiway lights at the Airport).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and after determining that County Attorney Airth was satisfied with the contract, the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was to award a bid for installation of medium intensity taxiway lights (MITLs) on Taxiway “B” and runway end identifier lights (REILs) on Runway 7/25 at the Airport.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2003-11)  (Bids were opened on August 5, 2003)

Mr. Robinson asked that JACO be awarded the bid for a total of $200,479.50 (including the alternative bid).

Commissioner Poole moved [to award a bid for installation of medium intensity taxiway lights (MITLs) on Taxiway “B” and runway end identifier lights (REILs) on Runway 7/25 at the Airport to JACO for $200,479.50].  Commissioner Maxwell seconded.  Discussion ensued about the specifics of the bid, that no change order would be approved, and that the County would be liable for approximately $7,500.  The motion to approve carried unanimously.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was to approve contacting Haskell Company, Design-Build Firm, to negotiate a contract to construct a new 11-place T-Hangar at the Airport.

This item was withdrawn from the agenda.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was to approve a Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for design and construction of T-Hangars at the Airport, and adoption of an enabling resolution.

Mr. Robinson stated that this was part of a $400,000 State grant, and the original intention had been to build 12 hangars.  However, after looking at the Lake City Airport, he and FDOT had decided to combine 2 of the hangars into one, thus making a large one for larger aircraft.  Mr. Robinson added that this was a 100% grant-funded project.

Commissioner Udell moved (to approve a Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for design and construction of T-Hangars at the Airport, and adoption of an enabling resolution).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2003-51 and Agreement No. 2003-79)

Mr. Robinson updated the Board on the Wellborn Water System Project, and that it should be complete by December 15 of this year.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was to authorize a Grants and Economic Development Coordinator position.

Chairman Hatch stated that this issue had come up before, and the County’s auditor had again suggested that the County provide a Grants and Economic Development Coordinator position.  He asked that the Board approve the position for the upcoming fiscal year, with a review after two years to determine whether it was feasible or not.  He stated that the position would be an Administrative Level I position, with a salary of between $19,864 and $27,924, and that it should be performance-based.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that he was against a Grant Coordinator, or any other position, that would add employees to the County’s payroll.  He stated that the Board should instead concentrate on reducing debt and expenses.

Commissioner Poole stated that he had been against the position until speaking with other counties, especially Desoto County, which had a grant coordinator that had brought in many times her salary in grants.  He suggested that this position was an investment to the County.
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Chairman Hatch stated that the County gave money to several entities to perform grant services or unrelated work, but the Board did not even have a say in how the money was used.  He suggested that the Board stop spending money on these outside entities and use the funding to instead fund a County-funded grant coordinator and economic development coordinator.  Chairman Hatch added that there was no one person in the County that had the time or the expertise to work full-time on grants.

Commissioner Maxwell reminded the Board that a person had come before them stating that he was actively seeking grants for the County, and he did not get paid unless the County was awarded grants.  Commissioner Maxwell stated that the Board did not need a grant coordinator.

Chairman Hatch understood that the gentleman had said that Suwannee County needed a grant coordinator.

Discussion ensued on the County’s need for a grant coordinator position.

Commissioner Caruthers asked who the proposed grant coordinator would report to.  Chairman Hatch responded that the grant coordinator would report to the County Coordinator.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that if the Board hired a grant coordinator, they should report directly to the Board.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Board may be premature in setting up this grant coordinator position.  He added that as he understood the County Auditor, there was not one central location where grants were submitted.  Commissioner Udell stated that he had asked Tony Cirigliano, Board employee, if he could coordinate submitting all grants to the Clerk of the Circuit Court.  Mr. Cirigliano had responded that given the completion of the GASB 34 accounting changes, he could coordinate submitting grants to the Clerk’s Office.  Commissioner Udell suggested that the Board accommodate funding for a grant coordinator within the upcoming budget, but use the County’s current grant firm for now.

Commissioner Udell moved to provide appropriate funding within the Fiscal Year 2003-2004 for a grant and economic development coordinator position, to be determined at the Board’s pleasure upon the need.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Maxwell opposed.

The thirtieth item on the agenda was to authorize paving projects in the Three Rivers area (approximately four and one-half miles) from the District 5 portion of the collected gas tax money.

Chairman Hatch clarified that the total mileage was 5.1 miles, and there would be sufficient funding in his portion of the gas tax money to provide for the projects.

Commissioner Caruthers asked when these roads would be paved.  Chairman Hatch responded that it would be at the determination of Mr. Sikes.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he was against paving subdivisions when there were major roads that needed paving.  He stated that the current system of commissioners choosing which roads would be paved in their districts was not the best setup.  Commissioner Caruthers added that he was not against Chairman Hatch having some of his roads paved, but felt that there were other roads in greater need of paving.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that he would not stop Chairman Hatch from paving his roads, but wanted to make sure that the money was spent fairly, with deductions made for monies already spent.

Commissioner Poole suggested that each member of the Board bring one project to meetings for paving using gas tax monies.

Discussion ensued on how to determine which roads should be paved.

Commissioner Udell stated that he would like to see paving in Suwannee County, but paving that would most benefit the County’s transportation needs.  He added that the perception was that of a preemptive strike, and the Board wait until holding a workshop in which various roads could be discussed.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that he did not mind Chairman Hatch having the requested roads paved.

Commissioner Poole stated that he had no problem with Chairman Hatch paving the roads in question, but felt that the Board should each bring one of their roads to a meeting for group discussion.  Commissioner Poole added that the price to complete paving in the Three Rivers area would not allow for Chairman Hatch to have money to put up for the proposed bonding issue discussed earlier in the meeting.

Chairman Hatch stated that each commissioner should bring the name of a road they would like paved to the next Board meeting for discussion.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to authorize [paving projects in the Three Rivers area (approximately 5.1 miles) from the District 5 portion of collected gas tax money].  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Poole opposed.

Chairman Hatch still asked that the Board bring their own road projects before the Board.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested 161st Road (Marvin Horne Road), Rocky Sink Road, and other projects within his district that he would like to be paved.

Commissioner Poole asked that District Line Road be placed on the list.

Mr. Sikes made it clear that the Board should understand that some of the gas tax money would need to be used for preparation work by the Road Department, and the total amount should not simply be divided by the price to lay asphalt per mile.

Mr. Fuller stated that a former commissioner had not been reelected because he hold told the residents of the Wishing Well Subdivision their road would be paved with funding left over from Blue Lake Road.  He observed that the Board had just approved spending costs for 5.1 miles of subdivision roads in Chairman Hatch’s district, while having the residents of Wishing Well Subdivision pay for part of their road.

Chairman Hatch clarified that the situations were different; the Three Rivers area was a series of subdivisions connected by County roads, with major traffic problems on the weekends due to the number of visitors to the area as well as it being an evacuation route.  He added that the paving of the roads in the Three Rivers area was high on the County’s priority list, while the Wishing Well Subdivision roads were low on the list.

The thirty-first item on the agenda was for a representative of the community to request assistance in supplying water for residents adjoining the contaminated site north of Live Oak.

This item was discussed earlier in the meeting, following agenda item fifteen.

The thirty-second item on the agenda was to approve advertising to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to “no thru-truck zones.”

Commissioner Caruthers moved to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to “no thru-truck zones” on September 16th at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-third item on the agenda was for Jay Vass to request approval of a lease agreement for a T-Hangar at the Airport.

Mr. Vass was not present.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that he did not wish the Board to sign a lease agreement until the agreement with Mr. Fessler’s situation was worked out and completed.

Chairman Hatch asked if the County Attorney would add language stating that he must fulfill his obligation to move out of Mr. Fessler’s T-Hangar.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve the lease agreement for a T-Hangar at the Airport, subject to the agreement that Mr. Vass vacate Mr. Fessler’s hangar according to the agreement worked out by Mr. Vass and Mr. Fessler.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  Commissioner Udell stated that Mr. Vass should first remove his aircraft and equipment from Mr. Fessler’s hangar before the County should entertain another lease with him.  County Attorney Airth stated that without this agreement, Mr. Vass would have no hangar to locate his aircraft.  Commissioner Udell suggested that Mr. Robinson work out these leases without coming before the Board.  Mr. Robinson responded that Commissioner Poole’ motion had been subject to Mr. Vass vacating Mr. Fessler’s hangar first, according to the agreement worked out between the two men and told to the Board at tonight’s meeting.  County Coordinator Wooley asked that he be given authorization to proceed with legal recourse.  Commissioner Udell moved to amend the motion to include that if Mr. Vass did not comply with his agreement with Mr. Fessler, County Coordinator Wooley would be authorized to proceed with eviction proceedings.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the amendment to the motion carried unanimously.  Mrs. Elaine Robinson, Board Administrative Assistant, stated that the Board should work with Mr. Vass, not Mr. Fessler, as the latter had adopted a lease with the County.  Discussion ensued on the legal ramifications of having Mr. Vass maintain his aircraft in Mr. Fessler’s hangar.  The motion to approve a lease agreement with Mr. Jay Vass for a T-Hangar at the Airport upon Mr. Vass complying with his agreement with Mr. Fessler, as amended to allow County Coordinator Wooley to proceed with legal proceedings for eviction if Mr. Vass did not comply, carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-85)

The thirty-fourth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.

A) Approval of Contract CFDA No. 83-548 with the Department of Community Affairs in the amount of $26,667.00 for revision of the Local Mitigation Strategy Plan.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this was a mandatory revision to the Local Mitigation Strategy Plan.

Commissioner Udell moved (to approve Contract CFDA No. 83-548 with the Department of Community Affairs in the amount of $26,667.00 for revision of the Local Mitigation Strategy Plan).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and after Commissioner Caruthers stated that the Board did not have time to review the emergency agenda items, the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-81)

B) A request to amend the Reserve Capital Equipment Budget to purchase a quick response fire vehicle from American LaFrance Ocala for $63,911.00, subject to the Clerk arranging financing.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the County had for some time looked into purchasing a quick response fire vehicle.  He stated that there were many problems with the County’s current quick response fire vehicle, and a new one would go a long way in providing services to the County.  County Coordinator Wooley stated that the bid would be piggybacked on Citrus County’s original bid.
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County Coordinator Wooley asked that the Board amend the Reserve Capital Equipment Budget to allow the purchase of the vehicle, contingent upon financing being arranged.

Commissioner Udell moved (to amend the Reserve Capital Equipment Budget to purchase a quick response fire vehicle from American LaFrance Ocala for $63,911.00, subject to the Clerk arranging financing).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and after discussion about the higher costs for a four-person vehicle, the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-fifth item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments.

Commissioner Maxwell discussed spraying problems with Peacock Lake that needed to be resolved quickly to protect the Lake from algae and weed.

Discussion ensued on costs and divisions of costs between the County and State departments.

Commissioner Poole suggested that the commissioners join the Fire and EMS units for one of their shifts to show their support for joint County-City cooperation.

Commissioner Udell asked that the Finance Department provide to him greenbar revenue and expense reports at only the last meeting in September, not the first, plus the first of the Fiscal Year 2003-2004 budget.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Hatch adjourned the meeting at 11:14 p.m.
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