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August 7, 2003

City of Live Oak Council Chambers

Live Oak, Florida


1:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a workshop session and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson. County Attorney Hal A. Airth was also present.  The purpose of the workshop was to discuss a possible future ordinance creating “No Through Truck Zones” for some County Roads.

Chairman Hatch opened the workshop and called upon Commissioner Caruthers, who had proposed the ordinance.


Commissioner Caruthers advised there was apparently some public misunderstanding that he wanted to clarify and later hold a public hearing to seek public input.  He advised the restrictions would not prevent local use for delivery and pickup.  The ordinance would only prohibit heavy trucks from using county roads not designed for the loads as short cuts in traveling from one point to another where alternate routes are available.  He suggested that if these roads are not protected from abuse by heavy trucks they will rapidly degrade to the point of being unusable, as many have already done.  He pointed out the County does not have the resources to restore these roads and likely never will.  He stressed the need to protect the majority of these county roads even if selected county roads must be sacrificed to provide truck routes.  He further advised that some routes will have to be made available for heavy trucks, but these should whenever practical be primarily State maintained roads that are constructed for the heavy loads and maintained by the State. 

Commissioner Udell questioned the need for the ordinance and suggested no one would enforce it if passed.  He advised he was opposed to the ordinance and suggested restrictions on use should be voluntary.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that the ordinance as discussed did not seem to be any undue burden on the local trucking industry.

Commissioner Poole pointed out the west side of the county has no north-south State roads.  He stated sending more trucks the long way through town was not the answer and was opposed to the ordinance.


Commissioner Caruthers acknowledged this is correct and perhaps one route must be sacrificed to allow for truck traffic, but not all roads in the west county should be used for truck traffic.


Commissioner Hatch stated it may be a matter of timing to consider this issue.  He pointed out that in the south end of the county trucking is a major industry and source of employment.  He pointed out that local use is exempt from the restrictions anyway and doubted anyone would make the effort to enforce the ordinance if passed.  He pointed out that under the new provisions of Article V, the County will have to pay to prosecute such cases and the cost will exceed the potential fines.  He was opposed to the ordinance.

Commissioner Caruthers pointed out that enforcement is a moot issue if there is no ordinance to enforce.  He advised there are numerous law enforcement agencies that could enforce the ordinance if there were an ordinance to enforce.  He pointed out that cooperation from local truckers would be helpful, but much of the problem is created by truckers from other areas using rural county roads as shortcuts.  He pointed out the use of Badcock Road as an example of local cooperation and noted that since there is no ordinance such as the one being discussed, those violations are left to zoning and code enforcement processes which are cumbersome at best.

Mr. John Wooley County Coordinator acknowledged that there is certainly an issue with fiscal problems and the inability of the County to keep the roads in question maintained.  He stated that certainly cooperation is needed from the road users at the least.


Mr. Jerry Sikes Director of Public Works stated the Board needed to approach the issue from the aspect of finding solutions to the problem of all the county roads getting destroyed by heavy traffic.  He acknowledged that some truck routes must be made available to the industry, but not all the county roads.  He suggested not making the main issue that of whether or not an ordinance is needed.


Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comment.


Mr. Don Wainwright addressed the Board advising that local trucks only use local roads by necessity.  He advised drivers are the problem not the trucks.  He advised that he buys all of his diesel fuel in Suwannee County and pays a lot of road use tax. He further advised that the use of Badcock Road was necessitated by the County’s delays in constructing the preferred alternate truck bypass on N. U.S. 129.  He advised the permit holders using Badcock Road would be applying for an amendment to their permit which restricts the use of Badcock Road.

Commissioner Caruthers commented that tax on diesel fuel only provides about one third of the road maintenance revenue with two thirds being funded by gasoline sales.  He also pointed out statistical data that demonstrates that one 80,000 pound truck creates the road stress of 18,000 passenger vehicles. 


Mr. Don Montgomery of Pritchett Trucking addressed the Board and advised that his company buys fuel everywhere, including Suwannee County.  He advised that when he sends out trucks from the County Solid Waste Transfer Station he wishes he had an alternate to using U.S. 129 right through downtown Live Oak, but he uses the best route available which is a State Highway.  

Commissioner Udell expressed his belief that Suwannee County was merely experiencing growing pains and would learn to cope with them. 


Commissioner Caruthers advised he believes he can see the trend amongst the Board members, but wished to have a public hearing and consider the ordinance for adoption and have it voted upon one way or the other.
Chairman Hatch adjourned the workshop at 2:30 p. m.
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