Book 36, Page 136
June 16, 2003

Suwannee County School Board Meeting Room

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present:  Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; and Eric Musgrove and Kathy Whitehurst, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was County Attorney Hal A. Airth.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m., and called upon Commissioner Maxwell to lead the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

A. The Board may add other items to this agenda at the beginning of the meeting.

B. Public concerns and comments may be heard anytime after 5:00 p.m.

C. At 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, to open bids for group health insurance.

The following items on the agenda were consent items:


The first item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoice batch numbers 2003-0503 through 2003-0534, for a total of $1,666,605.22.
SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

APPROVED 06-16-03

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	
	
	

	1
	GENERAL FUND
	 $    341,127.38 

	112
	HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
	 $                  -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $    441,668.23 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	 $                  -   

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $      13,335.95 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $                  -   

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                  -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $      11,662.47 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                  -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $        7,630.86 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                  -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                  -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $    211,830.56 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $      52,013.95 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $      28,007.80 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $      30,245.00 

	251
	RENOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
	 $    368,095.49 

	351
	RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	 $      74,513.17 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $      36,988.36 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $      49,486.00 

	
	
	

	
	BATCHES 2003-0503 - 0534
	

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL:
	 $ 1,666,605.22 


The second item on the agenda was to adopt a resolution recognizing June as National Homeownership month.

The third item on the agenda was to approve payment of Pay Application No. 1 in the amount of $17,784.62 to TECO BGA, Inc. for work on Phase IV of the Courthouse Restoration.  (Historical Preservation Grant No. 361)

The fourth item on the agenda was to approve payment of Pay Application No. 5 in the amount of $50,246.50 to TECO BGA, Inc. for work on the Courthouse Restoration Project.  [Article V - $24,588.89; Historical Preservation Grant NO. 269 - $14,285.44 (not $4,285.44 as originally advertised); Historical Preservation Grant NO. 163 - $6,541.42; County - $4,830.75]

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the aforementioned items.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items on the agenda were General Business items:

The fifth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 25, Emergency Agenda Items.

There was one item:

A) Renewal of an agreement with the Mayo Correctional Institution for response by the Suwannee County Fire Department to fires at the Institution that cannot be extinguished by institutional personnel.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to add the aforementioned item to the agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was to approve minutes of meetings held on May 20, 22, 28, and June 3, 2003.

Commissioner Caruthers noted that on the page referenced as 18, “in” should be changed “is,” and on the page referenced as 16, “H” should be “he.”
Chairman Hatch questioned the page referenced as 49, stating that “accounting” should probably be “accountability.”
After research, Deputy Clerk Musgrove made all of the suggested changes.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve the aforementioned minutes as amended.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventh item on the agenda was for a representative of the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court to present a report.

Mr. Dean Papapetrou, Chief Deputy of Administration, reported that the County’s operations are running smoothly.  He thanked the Maintenance Department for their work on the Courthouse renovations, as well as reporting that five surplus computers were transferred to the County Office on Friday, with another computer set aside for the Annex in Branford.

Chairman Hatch stated that he had been present for one of the Clerk’s tours held to foster community support and information on what the Clerk’s Office actually does, and felt that it was a good idea.
The eighth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.

Johnny G. Wooley, County Coordinator, briefly discussed the proposed ambulances from Ford and Chevrolet, stating that the Ford product was cheaper.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.

John D. “Danny” Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a written report and discussed summer programs.  He stated that he was not requesting additional funding from Suwannee County unless staff raises exceeded 3%, and he would be attending an American Library Association Annual Conference in Toronto, Canada, despite the fears of the SARS virus.

Chairman Hatch thanked Mr. Hales for his rise in the American Library Association, and his chance to represent Suwannee County in Toronto.

Mr. Hales stated that there would be an open house for Ruth Mizell’s retirement on the 27th of June.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

The ninth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, regarding renewal of a lease agreement with Ronnie Poole for office space for Guardian Ad Litem.

Commissioner Poole asked to recuse himself due to a conflict of interests (he is related to Ronnie Poole).

Ms. Nancy Nydam, Court Administrator’s Office, discussed several problems with the building that the Guardian Ad Litem is currently leasing.  She stated that due to leaks, there were structural and floor problems with the building, and asked that Mr. Poole repair the damage done by leaks as part of any agreement.  Ms. Nydam stated that her staff was looking for an alternate office with a minimum of a lobby and seven offices.

Chairman Hatch asked if Guardian Ad Litem was one of the functions being taken over by State Courts.  Ms. Nydam responded that this was one of the functions that would be taken over under proposed revisions of Article V.

Mr. George Fuller asked how much the County was paying to rent the building and how often it was used.  Ms. Nydam responded that it was over $700 per month, and was being used five days a week.

Commissioner Udell asked who funded Guardian Ad Litem.  Ms. Nydam responded that the counties in the district as well as private and State government fund Guardian Ad Litem.

Commissioner Udell asked what authority the County had in paying for Guardian Ad Litem.  Ms. Nydam responded that it was a function of the Courts.

Commissioner Udell asked if Ms. Nydam had a problem if the County leased the building on a month-by-month basis.  Ms. Nydam responded that she did not care, but wanted the repairs to be made as a part of the proposed lease agreement.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had not found any Statute that said the counties must provide space for Guardian Ad Litem.  Ms. Nydam responded that the Statutes indicated that the State had until 2004 to provide space, and until then, the counties must pay.

Discussion ensued on the interim period between now and the end of 2003, and that the State had not issued funding to provide rent until 2004.  Further discussion also ensued on the fact that Guardian Ad Litem would become an entity unto itself in 2004, and would no longer be under the authority of the circuit courts.

Commissioner Caruthers was confident that the County would pay rent for at least ten months, due to funding streams.  He stated that it would be better for the County to send out a Request For Proposals for space for Guardian Ad Litem, if their present location is not adequate.

Chairman Hatch asked if the Maintenance Department had looked into the building.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that the Maintenance Department had looked at the building, and found that there were major problems with it.

Mr. Poole stated that he could give a month-to-month lease to the County, adding that he would work to fix the floor if there was a problem.  He asked that someone from the Maintenance Department go with him to look at the building.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to continue leasing the Guardian Ad Litem building in Azalea Court, but on a month-to-month basis, with Mr. Poole to resolve the floor issue in conjunction with the Maintenance Department.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and after Commissioner Caruthers suggested that an RFP be submitted if the floor issue could not be worked out, the motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Poole abstaining due to a conflict of interests.

The tenth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, interest in the purchase of the old Suwannee Valley Electric Building.

Commissioner Poole recused himself due to a conflict of interests (he is related to the building’s realtor).

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this issue had been before the Board several times, and Mr. Ronnie Poole had asked that it be placed on the agenda.  He stated that the only new information was that a leak problem had been corrected.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had discussed the building with Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, pertaining to an Emergency Operations Center.

Mr. McDonald asked that either the County withdraw from a contract with the State of Florida in regards to building an Emergency Operations Center, as the funding was not available, or modify the grant to convert an existing building for use as such.  He added that because the County had waited on the grant and the deadline was now only three months away, the chances were at best 50%-50% that the County would receive funding at all.

Chairman Hatch asked why the County could not build a Category-3 rated 2,000 square foot pre-engineered structure for less than $175,000.00.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that the engineers had stated that it was not possible.  He added that the original agreement had called for retrofitting an existing building, and the contract would need to be changed to allow the County to build a new building.

Mr. McDonald clarified that the grant was in fact for a new building, not retrofitting an existing one as County Coordinator Wooley stated.

Chairman Hatch asked for quotes on a new pre-engineered building.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that there was no actual quote, because the engineers had told him that there was no way a building could be constructed with the necessary requirements for less than $175,000.

Commissioner Udell stated that he was not looking at the old Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative Building for Constitutional Officers, merely for the Emergency Operations Center at first.  The request on the agenda was for the Board to make an offer on the Suwannee Valley Electric Building, and suggested that the Board have the necessary funds to properly renovate the building.  He further suggested that the Board entertain the item on the agenda.

Chairman Hatch asked if the Board had an interest in purchasing the old Suwannee Valley Electric Building.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that if the Board were to entertain purchasing the building, that the use and costs of renovating be provided first.  He was very apprehensive of purchasing the property, but would like to have cost estimates nevertheless.

Chairman Hatch stated that the building was not worth much more than the cost of the property itself, and probably not even useful for records storage.

Commissioner Maxwell concurred that the building was not worth the effort.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Poole the current value of just the land.  Mr. Poole responded that it was worth $261,000 according to the appraisal Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative had done.

Commissioner Udell moved to pay $265,000 for the Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative property.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Chairman Hatch called a recess at 4:50 p.m.

5:07 p.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order.

The eleventh item on the agenda was to discuss an offer by Magnolia Realty for the purchase by the County of property at 10392 CR 136 East, formerly the Mastec Corporation.

Mr. Thomas “Joe” Skierski of Magnolia Realty requested that the County make an offer for the purchase of the 8,000 square foot building formerly owned by Musgrove Construction and then the Mastec Corporation, the majority of which (5,300) is office space.  He requested $250,000 for the 2 1/3 acres and building, with an additional 4 acres that could be sold for $60,000.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that the Board look at the building, as he had looked at the building earlier in the day.

Discussion ensued on using part of the space for a Board meeting room.

Mr. Skierski stated that the building had been vacant for three months, and his Realty had been performing maintenance for the last month and a half.

The Board agreed to take the offer under advisement, and would look at the building as soon as possible.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested putting the item on the agenda.

Mrs. Sue Lamb, reporter, suggested that the Board go as a group.

Chairman Hatch agreed to look at the building at the next regular day meeting.

Commissioner Udell asked how old the building was.  Mr. Skierski stated that the oldest portion was from approximately 1965, with three additions, one in 1975, one in 1995, and the other in 1998.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Sheriff should provide the Board with a clear picture of what he wants, as the Board has been looking for space for the Sheriff, and other Constitutional Officers, for some time.  He asked the Sheriff to provide and discuss his space requirements at the next regular meeting.

Discussion ensued on other possible uses for the building.

Commissioner Udell stated that he was not looking at buildings for anything other than space for the Sheriff, but he was only one of five commissioners.

Mr. Skierski stated that if the County was concerned about having their binder money returned, they should not, as Mr. Skierski would see to it that the money was returned if the Board did not buy the property.

County Coordinator Wooley discussed budget concerns from other County agencies that affected the Board of County Commissioners, including space needs.

Commissioner Poole stated that the Sheriff always brought up the cost to provide a T-1 computer line from the Courthouse to this proposed location.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that the T-1 line would probably not work because of the nearly three-mile distance between the Mastec building and the Courthouse, but other forms of communication should be possible.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that there was an elaborate phone system in the Mastec building, and despite the fact that Commissioner Udell wanted space only for the Sheriff’s Office, there were four other commissioners.  He suggested looking at the Mastec building for other uses, as the Board was mandated to provide space for Constitutional Officers.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that if the County could not purchase the old Nettie Baisden Elementary School property, there was no need to purchase any other property on that block across from the Jail.

Commissioner Maxwell agreed that the Board should look at the building, but asked that the Sheriff submit his needs to the Board.  He also suggested that the Board look at any property it owned within the City limits or just outside of the Live Oak city limits.

Commissioner Udell agreed with Commissioner Caruthers’ comments that the Board was to provide space for the Constitutional Officers.

Chairman Hatch stated that the Board was moving away from the agenda item.  He suggested looking at the building during a regular day Board meeting.

Commissioner Poole stated that the SunTrust loan needed to be spent very soon, or else the County would lose the remaining money plus a penalty.

Commissioner Udell asked if it was the consensus of the Board to have the Sheriff come before the Board with his needs.  Chairman Hatch responded that it was necessary for the Board to determine a course of action.

The Board agreed that the Sheriff be placed on the next regular agenda to provide his space needs.

Commissioner Caruthers reminded the Board that at least one appraisal was needed before the Board purchased property.

The twelfth item on the agenda was to approve a budget amendment to increase the 4-H line item by $1,900 and Travel by $2,000.

Mrs. Merry Taylor, County Extension Director, updated the Board on the 4-H community club.  She stated that it had been her intent to continue to fund the 4-H position, but the position’s funding was being released from the County.

Commissioner Udell asked if the request would cost the Board anything.  Mrs. Taylor responded that it would not.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request (to approve a budget amendment to increase the 4-H line item by $1,900 and Travel by $2,000).  Commissioner Poole seconded for discussion.  Discussion ensued on the fact that the request was actually being withdrawn, as money was now available because the 4-H position had not yet been filled, and therefore salary money from earlier in the year was now available.  Further discussion also ensued that this matter could be done internally, without Board action.  Commissioner Poole withdrew his second, and Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to approve a preliminary plat of Old Sugar Mill Farms, Phase 4 Subdivision.

Commissioner Poole recused himself due to a possible conflict of interests.

Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated that this was a request for preliminary approval for an addition to the Old Sugar Mill Farms Subdivision, which lies off State Road 51.  The proposed plat contained a total of 22 lots, with each lot of approximately one acre in size.

Commissioner Udell asked about the requirements for recreational impact fees.  He asked if this proposed subdivision was considered a minor or major subdivision.  Mr. Meeks responded that it was considered a major subdivision.

Discussion ensued about the recreational impact fees according to the County’s Land Development Regulations.

County Attorney Airth suggested that if the Board were to take action on the impact fees, that it be an across-the-board percentage of the real estate value.

Chairman Hatch asked that County Coordinator Wooley and County Attorney Airth work with Mr. Tim Alcorn, surveyor, to determine an adequate fee percentage.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the property was flat.  Mr. Alcorn responded that there were some minor altitude differences.

Commissioner Caruthers discussed a possible deceleration lane on State Road 51 due to the increase in citizens, and asked Mr. Poole to discuss it.

Mr. Ronnie Poole responded that as the citizens would be turning onto a State and County Road, it should be government’s partial responsibility, and he was not prepared to discuss the issue tonight.

Chairman Hatch asked how many other additions were available for this subdivision.  Mr. Poole responded that he had an additional 260-plus acres that were already zoned for one-acre tracts and had been included in the master plan for the subdivision, and if they kept selling, he would open that area for development.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the preliminary plat of Old Sugar Mill Farms, Phase 4 Subdivision.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Poole abstaining due to a conflict of interests.

Chairman Hatch moved to Public Comments.

Mr. George Fuller stated that the Sheriff had wished to keep his location close to the Jail because of the fiber optic lines that could not run past a certain distance.  He discussed the technical specifications of fiber optic and T-1 connections.  Mr. Fuller also asked if Mr. McDonald had drawn up a plan of what he needed for an Emergency Operations Center.  Chairman Hatch responded that there were plans drawn up for an Emergency Operations Center, but it was a top-of-the-line building that was much too expensive for the Board.

Mr. David Baumen discussed noise problems caused by loud speakers in vehicles and suggested that the Board create and enforce noise ordinances.  He stated that the City of Live Oak had a noise ordinance, and Mr. Baumen suggested that the ordinance state that if it was heard outside the car, it was too loud.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Board had no authority to enforce the law, as it was the Sheriff’s job.  Mr. Baumen responded that he had spoken to the Sheriff, but there were no decibel meters that could determine how loud speakers were.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that he believed there was a State law providing definitions and enforcement of noise violations.

Commissioner Udell again stated that it was a law enforcement situation, not the Board of County Commissioners, and the Board could do nothing to force the Sheriff to enforce the laws.

Chairman Hatch asked that County Attorney Airth look into State laws regarding noise pollution, adding that the decibel meter equipment was very expensive.

Chairman Hatch called a recess for supper, to return at 7:00 p.m.

7:05 p.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order and moved to opening bids for County insurance.  Commissioner Maxwell was not present.

Mrs. Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, opened the bids.

Commissioner Maxwell returned to the meeting at 7:06 p.m.

There were four bids:

The first bid was from United Healthcare of Jacksonville.  Their bids were as follows:

Employee only - $298.14

Employee/spouse - $638.02

Employee/children - $594.79

Employee/family - $899.48

There were alternate bids, which would be discussed further during an Insurance Committee meeting.

Chairman Hatch asked if these were guaranteed bids.  Mr. Wayne Edwards, representing the company, responded that it was not guaranteed.

The second bid was from Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida.  Their bids were as follows:

Employee only - $295.18

Employee/spouse - $643.00

Employee/children - $491.70

Employee/family - $839.52

A representative of the company stated that these figures were guaranteed.

The third bid was from Health Plan Southeast of Tallahassee.  Their bids were as follows:

Employee only - $301.18

Employee/spouse - $602.34

Employee/children - $572.23

Employee/family - $908.65

A representative of the company stated that the figures were adjustable dependent upon numbers of enrollees.

The fourth bid was from AvMed of Gainesville.  Their bids were as follows:

Employee only - $324.51

Employee/spouse - $649.02

Employee/children - $616.57

Employee/family - $979.05

Mr. Wayne Edwards stated that the figures were guaranteed and based upon the County’s current health care.

Mrs. Mixon stated that the original intent was to hold a Insurance Committee meeting on Tuesday, but had scheduled the meeting next Monday in order to give the Committee time to review them.

Discussion ensued on recessing tonight’s meeting until late on the following Monday afternoon.

Chairman Hatch moved to agenda item nineteen.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to adopt a joint resolution with the Suwannee County Historical Commission regarding a Historical Preservation Grant to renovate the Live Oak Seaboard – ACL Union Passenger Depot.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the County had applied for a historic grant for the Depot, and had learned from the State that a joint resolution with the Historical Commission would allow a better chance of funding.

Commissioner Poole moved to adopt (a joint resolution with the Suwannee County Historical Commission regarding a Historical Preservation Grant to renovate the Live Oak Seaboard – ACL Union Passenger Depot).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Pam Wilkes of the Historical Commission stated that an emergency meeting would be held on Tuesday to discuss the resolution.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to approve the transfer of a Chevy S-10 Pickup (MCS-8) to the Maintenance Department from the Clerk’s Office.

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, stated that the former Clerk of the Circuit Court had purchased the vehicle, but the current Clerk did not have much need for it.  The Maintenance Department could use the vehicle.

Commissioner Udell moved (to transfer a Chevy S-10 Pickup to the Maintenance Department from the Clerk’s Office).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and discussion ensued on budget constraints that the Maintenance Department would pay for the insurance (as part of the Countywide vehicle insurance program).  Mr. Sharpless added that the use of the vehicle had been very helpful to his department.  The motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to approve a lease agreement with Hatch Enterprises for mining limerock.

Chairman Hatch recused himself from the item due to a conflict of interests.

Vice-Chairman Caruthers took the gavel.

Mr. Sikes stated that the current area for mining limerock had been exhausted, and the additional space was necessary.  He stated that Hatch Enterprises had been interested in leasing up to an additional 10 acres of land, but this would be the last land leased to the County.  Mr. Sikes stated that 3 to 4 acres of the land would be easy to mine, and after negotiations, Hatch Enterprises had agreed for the County to lease only the land they actually mined at a cost of $3,000 per acre.

Commissioner Poole stated that the County was almost out of limerock.

Mr. Sikes asked that the Board approve the agreement contingent upon quality test results.

Vice-Chairman Caruthers asked what would happen if the rock did not meet quality standards.  County Attorney Airth responded that if the tests results did not show quality rock, the County could simply send notice to Hatch Enterprises that there was not rock of sufficient quality.

Discussion ensued about quality of rock versus quantity of rock.

Vice-Chairman Caruthers asked if the lease should be signed tonight.  County Attorney Airth responded that the lease could be modified to include the definition of lime rock to mean that which meets quality standards.

Commissioner Poole suggested that the Board simply postpone the issue until the recessed meeting next Monday.

Further discussion ensued about signing the lease tonight, waiting until the testing is complete, or signing the lease with contingencies.

Mr. Fuller reminded the Board that they had originally proposed a deeper depth of mining, and asked why this had not been completed.  Mr. Sikes responded that at the present, the County did not have the ability to mine below the water level, but he was currently in negotiations with Ellington Construction to mine below the water level.

Mr. Sikes stated that the County needed to make a decision soon if they wished to stay in the limerock business.

Vice-Chairman Caruthers discussed mining lime rock below the thirty-foot level currently agreed upon.

County Attorney Airth stated that the Board would meet next Monday afternoon, and the lease could be discussed then without contingencies after the report was in.

Commissioner Poole recommended waiting until next Monday afternoon to adopt or refuse the lease.

Further discussion ensued about waiting to sign the lease.

The Board agreed to discuss the issue at the recessed meeting.

Commissioner Poole moved to table the issue (of a lease with Hatch Enterprises for limerock) until 4:00 p.m. on Monday, June 23 at the recessed meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried 3-1, with Commissioner Udell opposed and Chairman Hatch abstaining due to a conflict of interests.

Chairman Hatch resumed the chairmanship.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to approve a release of funds (upon receipt from the Department of Transportation) and approval to hold a closing for the purchase of property from Daniel Crapps and James Crapps.

Mr. Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated that this was the first purchase of stormwater property, dependent upon receipt of money from the Department of Transportation.  He stated that the cost would be slightly more than $28,000.

Commissioner Udell moved (to approve a release of funds upon receipt from the Department of Transportation) and approval to hold a closing for the purchase of property from Daniel Crapps and James Crapps).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to approve a Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for installation of taxiway lights at the Airport, and adoption of an enabling resolution.

Mr. Robinson clarified that the original understanding had been that this would include the installation of a precision approach path indicator (PAPI), but due to an auditing standpoint, the PAPI had been removed.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to approve a Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for installation of taxiway lights at the Airport, and adoption of an enabling resolution).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and after discussion about specific costs, the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to approve Supplemental Agreement No. 03-01 with Earth Tech Consulting, Inc., for installation of a precision approach path indicator (PAPI) navigational equipment and taxiway lights at the Airport.

Mr. Robinson stated that the Board had already approved the taxiway lights, and this was simply to make the paperwork easier.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to approve Supplemental Agreement No. 03-01 with Earth Tech Consulting, Inc., for installation of a precision approach path indicator (PAPI) navigational equipment and taxiway lights at the Airport).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to adopt a joint resolution with the Suwannee County Historical Commission regarding a Historical Preservation Grant to renovate the Live Oak Seaboard – ACL Union Passenger Depot.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item fourteen.

The twentieth item on the agenda was a request for approval to advertise for Requests For Proposals for a fire assessment study and approval to request financial assistance from the Small County Technical Assistance Group.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this request was for a fire assessment study as discussed at the June 3 regular meeting.  He stated that the Small County Technical Assistance Group’s budget had been cut this year, and they may not be able to provide the approximately $15,000 originally suggested.  County Coordinator Wooley stated that a request for help and an RFP was necessary to receive funding.

Commissioner Caruthers asked where the County was on solid waste assessments.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that Mr. Frank Darabi, County Engineer, would be most qualified to answer, but he was not present.  County Coordinator Wooley added that any non-ad valorem assessments should be backed up by law to avoid lawsuits.

Discussion ensued on the various assessments.

Commissioner Poole moved (to advertise for Requests For Proposals for a fire assessment study and approval to request financial assistance from the Small County Technical Assistance Group).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and after discussion about possibly raising assessments, the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was to set a date, time, and location to hold a workshop pertaining to the proposed ordinance for “no thru-truck zones.”

County Coordinator Wooley stated that there had been several discussions about no thru-truck zones, and it had been agreed that a workshop should be held to allow those who would be affected to discuss the issue in a workshop session.

Discussion ensued about holding two workshops on the same day, including the next item on the agenda.

The Board agreed that July 17 would probably be the best time for the commissioners.

Commissioner Udell asked that the Sheriff’s Office be invited to attend the meeting.

The Board agreed to hold a workshop pertaining to the proposed ordinance for “no thru-truck zones” at 9:00 a.m. on July 17, at City Hall if available.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was to set three tentative dates in July (after July 10) for a workshop pertaining to Article V, Revision 7 to be presented by the Florida Association of Court Clerks.

Mr. Papapetrou asked that the Board provide three dates to hold a workshop, and asked for two more dates beside July 17.

Discussion ensued on possible dates for the workshop.

The Board decided that the workshop should be held at 1:00 p.m. on either July 17 or 31 or July 29 at 9:30 a.m., at City Hall if available.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was a request for approval of a budget amendment for paving of 81st Drive.

Commissioner Udell stated that this was a request to pave 81st Drive using gas tax monies.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve a budget amendment for paving of 81st Drive.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers asked if the request was for this budget year.  Commissioner Udell responded that this was his request.  Commissioner Caruthers asked if the Road Department could handle the work.  Chairman Hatch responded that it could.  Commissioner Maxwell asked if this road would affect his percentage of the gas tax monies.  Chairman Hatch responded that it did not.  Mr. Sikes asked that the Board not hold him to completing the work in this fiscal year, as there were only two months left.  The Board agreed to Mr. Sikes’ request.  Discussion ensued about budget amendments for projects funded by gas tax monies.  Commissioner Poole withdrew his second, and Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion.

Commissioner Udell moved to pave 81st Drive by the end of the calendar year.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was to appoint three commissioners to serve on the Value Adjustment Board, and request the County Attorney to research changes to the law concerning the Value Adjustment Board as found in Florida Statutes Chapter 194.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that new State legislation had been unfavorable to the counties, and tax specialists had been able to change the system to allow for hearings on their own schedule.

Chairman Hatch appointed Commissioner Caruthers, Commissioner Poole, and Commissioner Udell to the Value Adjustment Board.

County Coordinator Wooley reminded the Board of the request to have the County Attorney research changes and to notify the School Board as soon as possible.

Deputy Clerk Tyson had already written the School Board.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.

There was one item:

A) Renewal of an agreement with the Mayo Correctional Institution for response by the Suwannee County Fire Department to fires at the Institution that cannot be extinguished by institutional personnel.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this was a simple agreement that needed to be renewed.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to renew an agreement with the Mayo Correctional Institution for response by the Suwannee County Fire Department to fires at the Institution that cannot be extinguished by institutional personnel).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments.

Commissioner Poole discussed the possible reuse of asphalt on roads, and submitted a handout detailing it.

Discussion ensued on the advantages of reusing old asphalt.

Chairman Hatch stated that the Board would be driving down to the Florida Association of Counties on Tuesday, and was looking forward to discussing the numerous topics to be discussed, including some that had not gone favorably to small counties.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the County had attempted to solve the problems of small counties, but so far no solution had been found.  He discussed the fact that larger counties seemed to control legislation.

Chairman Hatch discussed the problems with large counties versus small counties, especially the distribution of taxes.

Commissioner Caruthers discussed his hope that the State would take back secondary roads.

Commissioner Poole stated that there were several lawnmowers available at auction in Palm Beach County.
The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was to recess the meeting until Monday, June 23, 2003 at 1:00 p.m. at Live Oak City Hall for the purpose of awarding bids for health insurance.

The Board decided that the recessed meeting would be held at 4:00 p.m. instead of 1:00 p.m. as originally discussed.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting at 8:31 p.m., to return at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, June 23.

____________________________

RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

________________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_________________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
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