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May 28, 2003

Suwannee River Water Management District Boardroom

Live Oak, Florida


2:30 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time with the executive staff of the Suwannee River Water Management District for a workshop regarding Suwannee County policy and regulations as it relates to water management issues, and the following were present:  Vice Chairman Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  County Attorney Hal A. Airth was also present.  Chairman Randy Hatch was not present.


Vice Chairman Caruthers called the workshop to order and called upon Mr. Jerry Scarborough, Executive Director for SRWMD.  


Mr. Scarborough advised the purpose of the workshop was to explore issues and means the two agencies can pursue that will be mutually beneficial regarding storm water and flooding situations in the County.

Mr. Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator, gave an overview of the County’s situation and needs particularly as it related to Land Development Regulations and permitting of subdivisions and commercial development.  He noted SRWMD has detailed flood maps and data that can be beneficial to the County and the Board of County Commissioners could adopt these as the official flood zone maps which would then be recognized by FEMA.  He noted there is a lack of flood data the County could and should consider regarding subdivision permitting.  He noted there are issues regarding using fill on properties and the consequences to surrounding properties.  He noted the site plan requirements for building permits is lacking and technical data and assistance is needed.


He stated the larger problem is the growth county wide and the need for an informative and accurate plan for growth management especially as it relates to water related problems.  He pointed out the County lacks the technical staff that is inherent within SRWMD.  He acknowledged there will be increased construction cost involved with requiring detailed site plans and there will be an issue on who will bear the associated costs.  


Commissioner Udell noted the County Building Official was not present and thought he should be.  Commissioner Udell does not want to become so restrictive as to discourage orderly growth in the County.


Mr. Wooley advised that Mr. Donald Robinson Assistant County Coordinator and a former building inspector could represent the interest of the Building Department, as Mr. Pat Sura the Building Official had a very tight schedule today.


Vice Chairman Caruthers supported growth but agreed it must meet some minimum regulations and the regulations are currently lacking in some respects.


Commissioner Poole wanted to make sure common sense was used in regulation development.


Commissioner Maxwell stated the County or Board receives a lot of blame for road and neighborhood flooding that is resultant from a lack of people using common sense in their building activities.

Mr. Jerry Sikes, County Public Works Director, stated there is a tendency in property development to maximize density use and flood and storm water problems need to be identified and addressed in advance not after property losses.


Mr. Scarborough noted there is much that can be done to control damage to structures and roadways but noted no amount of effort will completely prevent some minor nuisance or concern flooding of yards.  He noted that much progress has been made as no homes in recently approved subdivisions have been invaded by floods.


There was discussion that SRWMD was initiating some changes involving subdivision construction and permitting and establishing benchmarks for future development.


Mr. Frank Darabi, Suwannee County Consulting Engineer, stated the topic is all too familiar from his experience in the various North Florida Counties.  He suggested there are three basic issues that if resolved can solve many of the problems addressed.
1. All site plans must contain a certified building elevation.

2. Engineering and Construction Plans along with plats must insure that drainage is into retention areas not away from retention areas.
3. There must be coordination of various county entities and resources toward preventative measures.


Mr. Darabi noted that where subdivisions are concerned that zoning regulations are not an entitlement to a certain number of units per acre.  The Comp Plan and Water Management issues must be taken into consideration also.


He added that information from the Water Management Application and Permit should also be required by the County.  The County should require and use a topographical overlay with a plat to create a composite for development considerations.


Problems regarding the issue of using fill dirt to elevate sites was discussed by Mr. Joe Flannigan of SRWMD.  He advised it is not such a problem in subdivisions, but it is still a problem with acreage tracts and building sites.


Vice Chairman Caruthers recessed at 3:30 p.m.
3:40 p.m.


Vice Chairman Caruthers reconvened the meeting.

Mr. Scarborough handed out a one page proposal to establish a Development Advisory Committee (DAC).  He suggested the County and SRWMD staff be allowed to meet a couple of times and hone the concept of the DAC.  He advised a general purpose of the DAC might me to Review Conceptual or Preliminary and Final Applications for:

a. Subdivision Developments
b. Commercial Developments

c. Public works Projects subject to Water Management review

d. Developments within floodways and special flood hazard areas
Mr. Scarborough suggested a proposed membership of the DAC should be composed of:

a. County Coordinator- Chairman of BCC- or designee

b. Public Works Director - or designee

c. Building Official - or designee

d. Public Utilities 

e. Public Health

f. SRWMD

g. Owner-Applicant-Agent of property.


He suggested consider the DAC meeting twice monthly.  There was a consensus of the Board to allow staff to meet to explore the DAC concept.

Vice Chairman Caruthers adjourned the workshop at 4:05 p.m.
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