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May 22, 2003

Live Oak City Council Meeting Room

Live Oak, Florida


10:08 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a workshop regarding “No Thru Traffic on County Roads,” and the following were present:  Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Commissioner Jerry Poole; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Commissioner Udell and County Attorney Airth were not present.

Chairman Hatch called the workshop to order and announced the topic for consideration was the limiting of through truck traffic on county roadways.  He called upon Commissioner Jesse Caruthers who had proposed the ordinance consideration.


Commissioner Caruthers explained that one semi-tractor trailer loaded caused the equivalent wear and tear on the county roads as 1,600 or more passenger vehicles.  He advised that most of the secondary county roads were not constructed to endure the heavy traffic.  He noted the fiscal status of the county and added that there is no way the county can replace or repair the numerous roads being damaged by the heavy truck traffic.  He acknowledged that trucks must be allowed to make pickup and deliveries and this was not the issue.  He advised there are many trucks that use the secondary roads as short cuts when there are alternate state highways or better constructed county roads that could and should be used for through traffic.  He acknowledged that alternatives must be provided for truck traffic and added that the alternative is not required to be the shortest distance.  He noted the shortcutting and saving of a few miles for individual trucks was being done at the much greater expense for the county and all the citizens who also need to continue to use and provide maintenance on the roads.
General discussion ensued on providing alternate routes for truck traffic on roads suitable for the weight and volume of traffic.  


Mr. Airth, County Attorney, arrived at 11:05 a.m.


Discussion of alternate routes for truck traffic continued with the pros and cons associated with various alternates.

Chairman Hatch recessed at 11:05 a.m.
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11:15 a.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order.


Discussion ensued of what specific language should be in an ordinance and how to achieve the desired intent without being overly or unduly restrictive on truck traffic.


Commissioner Poole suggested the members of the Board give the issues thought and the Board have further discussion at the next regular meeting prior to setting a public hearing on an ordinance restricting through truck traffic on county roads.

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, suggested the Board and County Attorney work on a definition for “truck”.  He noted there may be several criteria that could and should be considered in identifying and defining the vehicles intended to be restricted.  He noted a clear legal definition of the type(s) of vehicle to be restricted is needed.
Chairman Hatch adjourned the workshop at 12:05 p.m.
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