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March 13, 2003

Suwannee County Offices Conference Room 

Live Oak, Florida


10:00 a.m.
The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for an emergency session and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; Clerk of Circuit Court Kenneth Dasher, Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk; and County Attorney Hal A. Airth.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and announced the purpose of the meeting was to consider a resolution declaring a local state of emergency due to heavy rains and rising floodwaters.  He advised the meeting had been advertised on the local radio the previous evening and representatives of the local press were invited to attend in the public interest and Mr. John Koch was present representing the press.
Mr. Murel McDonald County Emergency Services Director joined the meeting via conference phone.  Mr. McDonald briefed the Board on events caused by heavy rains and rising waters.  He requested the Board declare a local state of emergency and activate the local emergency management plan.  He suggested the resolution include in the declaration, the past seven days and extend into the future seven days as allowed by statute.  Mr. McDonald then read the proposed resolution.
Commissioner Udell asked about the status of mandatory evacuations as mentioned in section 7 of the proposed resolution.  Mr. McDonald advised that only the Sheriff could enforce mandatory evacuations and it was believed that notification of residents in peril and only voluntary evacuations should be pursued at the time.
Commissioner Hatch noted there was not a section 1 in the proposed resolution.  Mr. McDonald advised that would be corrected.

Mr. John Wooley, County Coordinator, asked Mr. McDonald to explain the advantages and disadvantages of declaring a local state of emergency.
Mr. McDonald explained the advantages as far as FEMA and the Stafford Act allow for claiming expenses in responding to the emergency for two weeks prior to the declaration.  This is if Federal Disaster Aid becomes available.  He noted it also helps if other counties also declare a local state of emergency in receiving and rendering assistance to each other and broadening the scope of the emergency to seek State and Federal Declarations.
Chairman Hatch asked for the disadvantages.  Mr. McDonald advised the Board would need to exercise managerial control of department heads as the declaration suspends normal purchasing requirements.  He noted with managerial oversight some department heads could waste funds with unnecessary purchases.
Chairman Hatch asked Mr. McDonald if he got the bullet list the Chairman had forwarded from the Clerk of Circuit Court regarding Emergency Meetings and proper notifications.  Mr. McDonald advised he had received it and would make sure to comply with the statutory requirements in the future.
Commissioner Poole questioned the County’s position on private roads during a local state of emergency.  Mr. McDonald advised that some additional powers attach for the Board during a declaration.  He noted there are limitations to provide only what is required for immediate ingress and egress for citizens.  However, caution must be used to provide only those emergency measures required for access and under dire circumstances.  Thorough documentation of the measures employed must be maintained to receive reimbursement.  He also noted that providing this service can quickly overload the resources of the County and repairing private roads should be extremely limited.
Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. McDonald if private citizens could get direct assistance in disaster situations.  Mr. McDonald advised it is possible for citizens to get direct assistance if they meet the criteria.
Mr. McDonald reminded the Board that an option is to assist in evacuating people from their residences as opposed to repairing a lot of private roads.

Chairman Hatch reminded the Board that County or public roads must receive the highest priorities in these situations and that usually requires all of the Board’s resources.

Mr. Wooley reminded the Board that expenditures and purchases can only be reimbursed if they are qualified, and only if a Federal Disaster is declared.

Chairman Hatch advised the Board the Sheriff of Lafayette County had called and requested the Board’s assistance in creating a no wake zone on the Suwannee River North of Branford.  Apparently both counties need to take the requested action for Water Management District to create the zone and for it to be enforceable.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the resolution as amended, and the creation of the requested no wake zone north of Branford. Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. McDonald advised the Board on the status of the situation along the rivers.  He stated that this point, house-to-house notifications were being made for voluntary evacuations.  The voluntary nature relieves the Sheriff’s Office the responsibility of patrol and enforcement and lessens liabilities for the Board.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the emergency meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
With no further business, Chairman Hatch adjourned at 10:20 a.m.
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