Book 35, Page 109
February 4, 2003

Suwannee River Water Management District Boardroom

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m., and called upon Commissioner Udell to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

The following items on the agenda were Consent items:

The first item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoice batch numbers 2003-0222 through 2003-0252, for a total of $2,035,620.76.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

APPROVED 02-04-03

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	
	
	

	1
	GENERAL FUND
	 $    516,963.67 

	112
	HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
	 $                  -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $    454,398.83 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	 $      13,126.77 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $      17,369.01 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $        7,547.95 

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $      25,695.00 

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $      30,552.51 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                  -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $        4,289.06 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                  -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $                  -   

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $    541,773.91 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $      62,628.10 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $      14,057.98 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $      35,066.34 

	251
	RENOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
	 $                  -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	 $      21,109.28 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $    254,612.31 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $      36,430.04 

	
	
	

	
	BATCHES 2003-0222 – 0252
	

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL:
	 $ 2,035,620.76 


The second item on the agenda was to appoint Goldie Gaylard to the North Florida Health Planning Council replacing Louis J. Berry, who resigned effective February 1, 2003.

The third item on the agenda was to reappoint Aaron Dean Collins from District 3 to the Zoning Board of Adjustment and the Planning and Zoning Board to complete the term of Roy B. Crain, Jr., who recently resigned.

The fourth item on the agenda was to approve payment of Invoice No. 10 in the amount of $2,650.00 and Invoice No. 11 in the amount of $5,500.00 to William M. Bishop, Consulting Engineers, Inc., for work on the Wellborn Water Project.  (CDBG)

The fifth item on the agenda was to approve payment of Invoice No. 1 in the amount of $15,171.78 to TECO BGA, Inc. for work on the Courthouse Restoration Project.  (Historic Preservation Grant)

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the aforementioned items.  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items on the agenda were General Business items:

The sixth item on the agenda was the presentation of the Annual Report of Suwannee County Libraries.

Mr. John D. “Danny” Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted copies of the Annual Report to the Board.  He then discussed the fact that book checkouts were up slightly, Internet use was up 45%, and program attendance was up 9%.  Mr. Hales also stated that the balance forward for the library system had increased to approximately $97,000.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Hales if literacy programs were adequate, or if he wished for additional funding.  Mr. Hales responded that financially, the Library had lost a State grant, but the main problem was finding sufficient volunteers to tutor those in need of literacy help.

Chairman Hatch asked if those training in Library Sciences could receive internship credit for working at the Branford Library.  Mr. Hales responded that he had no problem with certifying those working on a Library Sciences degree.

Commissioner Poole commented on the rise in book checkouts during the summer, stating that the youth was the future of the community.

The seventh item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 26, Emergency Agenda Items.

There were two items:

A) Adopt a resolution showing the Board’s support for the 269th Engineering Company now being deployed for possible action, and declaring February 6th as Red, White, and Blue Day.

B) A request by Anderson Columbia to discuss payment of the final invoice for the CR 349 project.

Commissioner Poole suggested that item B come before the Board as a regular agenda item.

Commissioner Maxwell concurred.

Commissioner Udell asked if the work on CR 349 had been completed.  Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated that Mr. Frank Darabi, engineer, would be present shortly to answer the Board’s questions.

Commissioner Udell suggested placing the item on the agenda, pending hearing from Mr. Darabi.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that just because an item was placed on the agenda did not mean that it had to be approved.

Commissioner Udell moved to add the aforementioned items to the agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  Commissioner Poole moved to amend the motion to add only Item A to the agenda.  There was no second to the amendment, and the motion to amend died for lack of a second.  Discussion ensued on the fact that the Board’s intention was not to keep the public from knowing what was happening on CR 349, but merely to hear what had taken place on the road since the last regular Board meeting.  County Attorney Hal A. Airth suggested that if the Board did not wish anything to come up without it being noticed to the public, then no Emergency Items should be placed on the agenda.  Further discussion ensued as to hear what had transpired on CR 349.  Commissioner Udell stated that he had received many calls on CR 349, and wished to hear from Mr. Darabi.  Commissioner Caruthers suggested that the final decision be made as a regular agenda item, preferably at night.  However, it would not hurt to hear from the Public Works Director and engineer.  The motion to add both items to the agenda carried unanimously.

The eighth item on the agenda was to approve minutes of meetings held on January 7, 14, and 21, 2003.

Chairman Hatch noted that on the page referenced as 32, the recess and reconvening times were the same.

Commissioner Udell noted that on the page referenced as 15, the Board as a whole did not suggest that Anderson Columbia totally recover CR 349, but that it was Commissioner Maxwell and Commissioner Caruthers.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the aforementioned minutes as corrected.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

After research and verification, Deputy Clerk Musgrove made the suggested changes.

The ninth item on the agenda was for Robert Townsend, City Manager – White Springs, to request support of White Springs’ application for a Water Project Funding under House Bill 851 for a wastewater collection system, pump station, and force main at the I-75 and S.R. 136 interchange.

Mr. Townsend stated that the City of White Springs had twice requested funding from the State for the project, but had been cut both times.  This year, the request was simply for wastewater treatment.  Mr. Townsend asked for the Board’s support, discussing several questions brought up by the White Springs Town Council, including that businesses placed at the interchange be oriented toward nature.  Also discussed was working with the present businesses and to add other improvements to the area.

Commissioner Udell asked that Mr. Townsend send packages to all the commissioners regarding the proposed project.  He added that he was in favor of the project, as it would also benefit Suwannee County, and suggested looking into extending the sewer and water lines to the Wellborn side of the interchange.

Commissioner Caruthers asked for more details as to the limitations of businesses at the interchange.  Mr. Townsend responded that the Town of White Springs and Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners would like to work with the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners to determine which businesses would positively impact the interchange.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that he had not intentionally kept the Board in the dark, and had asked that Mr. Townsend come before the Board to discuss the issue.  He added that the packet of information Mr. Townsend had submitted had been disseminated to the rest of the Board earlier in the week.

Commissioner Poole stated that the trucking industry was a very big part of industry, and the various groups should work together to determine what would be best for the area.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had not implied that he wished to be present at meetings with other commissioners, as it was a violation of the Sunshine Laws.  He simply asked that the information be disseminated to the entire Board.  Commissioner Maxwell responded that Commissioner Udell had been given all the information just like the rest of the Board.

Chairman Hatch stated that he was willing to work with White Springs and Hamilton County, but was wary of any restrictions on the types of businesses allowed.

Commissioner Maxwell moved (to support White Springs’ application for a Water Project Funding under House Bill 851 for a wastewater collection system, pump station, and force main at the I-75 and S.R. 136 interchange).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch called a short recess at 9:48 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order and moved to agenda item fifteen.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, for the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office to hold a public hearing to receive written and/or oral suggestions from the public concerning distribution of a law enforcement equipment grant form the U.S. Bureau of Justice Assistance.

Major Les Hall, Undersheriff, thanked the Board on behalf of the Sheriff for allowing the Sheriff’s Office to hold a public hearing as part of a Local Law Enforcement Block Grant.  Major Hall stated that this was the sixth year that Suwannee County had been awarded the grant, which averaged $21,000 to $24,000 per year for equipment.  He then discussed some of the items purchased over the past years with the grant.  The purpose of the public hearing was to listen to public suggestions, and Major Hall stated that the items under consideration for this year were bulletproof vests and laptop computers.

Commissioner Poole stated that the speed trailer had been a good purchase, as it showed the public their speed.

Commissioner Udell asked if the Sheriff’s Office owned any non-lethal weapons.  Major Hall responded that the SWAT team and other officers had non-lethal beanbag rounds, flash bangs, chemical weapons, and tasers.

Chairman Hatch opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Hatch closed the floor to public comments.

Major Hall stated that his office had now fulfilled the grant’s requirements.

Chairman Hatch moved to agenda item sixteen.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for resurfacing of Falmouth Road.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2003-01)

Mrs. Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, opened the bids.  There were three bids.

The first bid was from John C. Hipp Construction Equipment Company of Alachua.  Their bid was $1,065,978.60.

The second bid was from Anderson Columbia Company, Inc., of Lake City.  Their bid was $789,776.29.

The third bid was from APAC, Inc., of Jacksonville.  Their bid was $835,519.55.

Chairman Hatch asked that the Bid Review Committee look at the bids and return later in the meeting with a recommendation.

Commissioner Poole asked the grant amount available.  Mr. Curtis Keen, engineer, responded that it was $940,000.

The tenth item on the agenda was introduction of Melania Willis, ARNP (Pediatric Nurse Practitioner), to the community.

Ms. Willis was not present.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request for approval to advertise to hold a public hearing on Tuesday, March 4, 2003 at 10:00 a.m., to consider adoption of an ordinance to correct typographical errors in Ordinance No. 2003-02 regarding animal control.

Ms. Janis Hunter, Animal Control Officer, stated that there were several errors that had been found in the Animal Control Ordinance, and asked that the Board hold another public hearing to correct the errors.

Chairman Hatch asked for a corrected copy of the ordinance.  Ms. Hunter submitted a revised copy for the Board’s review.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that this would be the third time that the Board heard the issue in the last few months, and discussed time limits for ordinances.  He felt that it was not necessary to have time limits for ordinances.

Commissioner Udell moved to advertise to hold a public hearing on Tuesday, March 4, 2003 at 10:00 a.m., to consider adoption of an ordinance to correct typographical errors in Ordinance No. 2003-02 regarding animal control.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers reminded the Board that a one-year limit had previously been discussed.  Commissioner Udell asked Commissioner Caruthers if he had changed his mind.  Commissioner Caruthers responded that he had changed his mind, as the Board frequently did not follow its own rules anyway.  Chairman Hatch stated that the reason for the public hearing was to correct typographical errors, not a change in the ordinance’s substance.  The motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was public concerns and comments.

There were none.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.

There was nothing to report.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was staff reports:

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, discussed a fire agreement with the Town of Branford, volunteer fire department issues, and fire assessments.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if Branford was suggesting that the County assess areas around Branford with additional fire assessments to provide funding for the additional services provided by Branford.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that this was indeed Branford’s suggestion.

Chairman Hatch stated that he was willing to pay Branford $150 per structure fire to which they had responded if the structure did not have insurance.

County Coordinator Wooley also discussed emergency lights on private vehicles in relationship to use by volunteers.  He noted the current law on emergency lights and problems with auto insurance.

Discussion ensued on the fact that the County did not fund fire service within municipalities.

Chairman Hatch stated that he felt that the County’s fire system should respond to any fires within the County, whether or not they lay within town limits or city limits.

County Coordinator Wooley discussed training and equipment for volunteer fire departments.  He also asked that the proposed resolution concerning the 269th Engineering Company be a joint resolution from the Live Oak City Council and the Branford Town Council, as they would not meet again before the 269th left.  County Coordinator Wooley discussed the visioning committee that was meeting to address various problems within the County, including changes needed to the County’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  He also discussed a contract for solid waste transport and disposal.  County Coordinator Wooley stated that the County’s credit card had been cancelled due to problems, but the Board could authorize using a credit card with a set dollar amount by resolution.  He suggested a limit of $3,500, as per the County’s purchasing policies, as it would primarily be used for hotel reservations.

Chairman Hatch asked the problem with the previous card.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that the old card had been issued under former Commissioner Robert Taylor’s name.

Commissioner Udell suggested that Mrs. Elaine Robinson, Executive Manager to the Board of County Commissioners, be given the Board’s credit card.

County Coordinator Wooley responded that he would return with a proposed credit card resolution in the near future.  He also discussed the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council and the Board’s plans for CDBG grants.

Commissioner Udell stated that his interest was sewer and water lines to the Wellborn Interstate-75/CR 136 interchange.

Chairman Hatch suggested that the Board wait until they had received bids for grant-writers before discussing the issue further.

Chairman Hatch called a short recess at 10:44 a.m.

10:54 a.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order and continued with staff reports.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, discussed Marion County’s possible use of the Suwannee County transfer station.  He asked for direction as to how to proceed as well as authorization to proceed.  Mr. Sikes suggested a meeting with Waste Management, Inc. and the Marion County Board of County Commissioners.

Mr. Frank Darabi, engineer, stated that Waste Management had submitted a higher bid to Marion County than to Suwannee County.  He was concerned that Waste Management would hesitate to allow Suwannee County to provide services to Marion County.  Mr. Darabi recommended that the Board clarify their position to Marion County and discuss the issue with Waste Management.  If Marion County were allowed to piggyback Suwannee County’s contract, it would be an income of approximately $300 to $1,000 per day to Suwannee County.

Commissioner Poole asked if the income from Marion County could be used for items other than waste.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that it must remain within the solid waste enterprise fund.

Commissioner Udell stated that it was Suwannee County’s intent to receive waste from other entities, and suggested that the Board allow Mr. Darabi, Mr. Sikes, and the County Attorney to proceed with obtaining outside solid waste.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that the income from the transfer station had to remain within that budget, but hopefully the citizens of the County would see a benefit by reduced solid waste fees.

Chairman Hatch stated that his reading of the contract allowed Suwannee County to transfer anybody’s waste.  He asked for the Board’s consensus to allow Dixie County to use the County’s trash grinder.  County Attorney Airth responded that the trash grinder did not pertain to the issue at hand.

County Attorney Airth submitted a letter from Mr. David Dee, who had negotiated the agreement with Waste Management, stating his opinion that there were no problems with Suwannee County proceeding with allowing Marion County to use the transfer station.

Discussion ensued as to the fact that Marion County wished to haul waste directly to the Chesser Island Landfill, piggybacking off of Suwannee County’s contract but bypassing the transfer station, and reimburse Suwannee County for the amount of waste transferred.

John D. “Danny” Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a written report and stated that the State Library of Florida appeared to have been left out of the State’s coming budget.  There were many questions concerning the State Bureau of Archives and Records Management and the impact it would have on the State as a whole.

Commissioner Poole asked about a special coating on the Library’s asphalt to reduce stains.  Mr. Hales responded that it was time for another coating, and he would look into the issue.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, discussed the following:

a) Update of the First Federal Savings Bank Recreation Grant Agreement

County Attorney Airth stated that he and Mr. Greg Scott, Recreation Director, had entered discussions with Mr. Keith Leibfried of First Federal that would allow the Sports Complex to be named after First Federal in exchange for a donation. 

b) Update of a lease agreement with Reginald “Bo” Sperring for jail property

County Attorney Airth stated that the holdup with the Sperring property lease was its cleanup from the Department of Environmental Protection.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, submitted a written staff report and discussed negotiations with First Federal for naming the Sports Complex.  He also stated that the Recreation Center at Hale Park was being renovated, and discussed various sports programs to be held during the year and their projected economic impact.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office would hold a public hearing to receive written and/or oral suggestions from the public concerning distribution of a law enforcement equipment grant form the U.S. Bureau of Justice Assistance.

This item was discussed after agenda item nine.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for resurfacing of Falmouth Road.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2003-01)

This item was discussed after agenda item nine.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to receive an update on landfill contamination and a status report.

Mr. Frank Darabi, Darabi and Associates, Inc., submitted a written report on the issue and discussed it in further detail.  He stated that his company had recently completed a contamination assessment, determining what contaminants were present, where they were located, and where they were spreading.  Mr. Darabi stated that the contaminants had now left the landfill and traveled north and south of the landfill into private properties.  The next phase of the operation would be to stop the spread of the contaminants.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Darabi to explain where the contaminants were originating.  Mr. Darabi responded that the contaminants were coming from the old, closed landfill, and not from the currently operated landfill.

Mr. Darabi stated that after stopping the spread of the contaminants, the next phase of the operation would be to project their affects on the environment.

Chairman Hatch asked how many gallons per hour of water withdrawal it would take to remove the contaminants.  Mr. Darabi responded that his company was still working on the projections, but because of sinkholes, water could not be withdrawn from just a single well.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the Board should address the fact that the old landfill was used not only by citizens within the County, but also those within the Live Oak city limits and Branford town limits.

Chairman Hatch called a recess at 11:34 a.m., to return at 1:30 p.m.

1:45 p.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to set a workshop for Thursday, February 20, 2003 from 9:00 a.m. until noon at the Suwannee River Water Management District Boardroom to discuss private waste haulers dumping waste at the landfill.

Chairman Hatch stated that the meeting could not be held at the Water Management District Boardroom, as they had a prior reservation.  However, the Library had already been scheduled for the workshop.

Mr. Sikes stated that there was not currently an accurate system to determine who dumped waste, and how much.  He suggested in the future, a licensing process be enacted so that the County would know who each waste hauler was and how many people they served.

Commissioner Poole moved (to set a workshop for Thursday, February 20, 2003 from 9:00 a.m. until noon at the Library to discuss private waste haulers dumping waste at the landfill).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval to pay, subject to receipt of funds, Invoice No. 02RJ00988319 to Ring Power Corporation in the amount of $6,980.00 for rental of earthmoving equipment used at the Airport.

Mr. Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, asked that the Board approve the request subject to the funds being received from the State.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve (to pay, subject to receipt of funds, Invoice No. 02RJ00988319 to Ring Power Corporation in the amount of $6,980.00 for rental of earthmoving equipment used at the Airport).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was a request for approval to extend an agreement with Ring Power Corporation for another 30 days for rental of earthmoving equipment to be used at the Airport.

Mr. Robinson stated that the State would be placing an additional $15,000 into the project.

Commissioner Udell moved (for approval to extend an agreement with Ring Power Corporation for another 30 days for rental of earthmoving equipment to be used at the Airport).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-??)

The twenty-first item on the agenda was a request for approval of a contract with Caldwell Tanks for a tank for the Wellborn Water Project.

Mr. Robinson stated that Caldwell Tanks was the low bidder on the project.

Commissioner Udell moved (to approve a contract with Caldwell Tanks for a tank for the Wellborn Water Project).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and after County Attorney Airth stated that the contract met with his approval, the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-35)

The twenty-second item on the agenda was a request for authorization for expenditures of funds to attend the Mid-American Truck Show in Louisville, Kentucky, on March 20, 21, and 22, 2003 for the purpose of obtaining information for possible truck terminals in Suwannee County.

Commissioner Poole stated that he did not yet have enough information on the issue, and wished to bring it up at a later date.  He did ask for the Board’s input on the matter.

Chairman Hatch stated that the Board needed to actively seek out businesses.

Commissioner Maxwell asked if private trucking companies were paying State fees to use the Farmer’s Market.  Chairman Hatch responded that the trucks were purchasing gas and paying motor fuel taxes.

Commissioner Poole stated that there were several companies who had their own fueling stations, but they paid state taxes.  Other companies did not use their own fueling stations, and purchased fuel locally.

Discussion ensued on the issue.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the Chamber of Commerce was sending a representative.  Commissioner Poole responded that he did not yet have enough information on the subject.

Discussion ensued on the Board’s active search for businesses to be brought into the County.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was a request for approval of a recommendation by the Live Oak City Council that the City/County Relations Committee be expanded to include the Town of Branford and the Suwannee County School District.

Chairman Hatch stated that the Board had held a joint meeting with the various taxing authorities within the County, and new State regulations required the School Districts to take a more active role in comprehensive planning.  One of the recommendations was that the Town of Branford and Suwannee County School District be involved in the City/County Relations Committee.  Chairman Hatch stated that there had been times when buildings were constructed without regard to their impact on other entities.

Commissioner Poole moved (to approve a recommendation by the Live Oak City Council that the City/County Relations Committee be expanded to include the Town of Branford and the Suwannee County School District).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was a request to schedule a workshop with Greg Scott, Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Department Director, for Tuesday, February 18th, 2003 at 1:00 p.m. in the Suwannee River Water Management District Boardroom to discuss park and recreation issues.

Commissioner Poole suggested that the workshop be held on February 20th.  Mrs. Robinson responded that the usual meeting sites were booked on February 20th.

Discussion ensued as to a time and place to meet.

Commissioner Poole moved to hold a workshop with Greg Scott, Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Department Director, to discuss park and recreation issues at 10:30 a.m. at the Library on February 20th.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was a request to award a bid for resurfacing of Falmouth Road.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2003-01)

Mr. Sikes stated that based upon the review of the Bid Review Committee, Anderson Columbia submitted the lowest bid at $789,776.29.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the excess grant money available for the project would be used on Falmouth Road.  Mr. Sikes asked that he be allowed to create a change order to spend the excess grant money for additional asphalt on Falmouth Road beyond the minimum thickness.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he was very wary of receiving a less-than-adequate job on Falmouth Road as had been done on CR 349, and would be watching the project carefully.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the bid from Anderson Columbia, Inc. at $789,776.29 for resurfacing Falmouth Road.  Commissioner Udell seconded and asked if the grant money could be used for other projects.  Mr. Sikes responded that the money could not be used for any other project, adding that the County will pay for the project up front with expenses reimbursed by the Department of Transportation.  Discussion ensued as to the bid specifications compared to the possibility of adding thickness to the asphalt.  Chairman Hatch stated that the entire discussion was premature.  The motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell stated that it was always good to have more than two bidders on a project.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.

A) Adopt a resolution showing the support of the Board of County Commissioners, City Council of Live Oak, and Town Council of Branford for the 269th Engineering Company now being deployed for possible action, and declaring February 6th as Red, White, and Blue Day.

Commissioner Poole moved (to adopt a resolution showing the support of the Board of County Commissioners, City Council of Live Oak, and Town Council of Branford for the 269th Engineering Company now being deployed for possible action, and declaring February 6th as Red, White, and Blue Day).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2003-15)

B) A request by Anderson Columbia to discuss payment of the final invoice for the CR 349 project.

Chairman Hatch stated that Anderson Columbia had decided to withdraw this item from the agenda.

Chairman Hatch called a short recess at 2:19 p.m.

2:26 p.m.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments.

Commissioner Poole stated that he had spoken with representatives of the 269th Engineering Company to ask what they needed.  The representatives had responded that there were many families traveling from great distances to see the soldiers, and those family members who lived more than 50 miles away from Live Oak were not allowed to return home until after the troops; as a result, many families needed help with motel rooms.  Commissioner Poole added that some of the 269th Engineering Company would be leaving on Thursday, but most would be leaving Sunday morning, and the Board would be feeding the Company at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday night.

Commissioner Udell stated that he would have liked the community to turn out when he left for Vietnam, and hoped that the community would turn out for the departure.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Board could not assume that every business Suwannee County needed was already located within the County, and commended those who actively sought to bring clean businesses into Suwannee County.  He discussed a possible Wal-Mart distribution center and Commissioner Poole’s attempts to bring a trucking terminal into the County.

Commissioner Poole thanked Commissioner Udell for his attempts to bring a Wal-Mart distribution center into Suwannee County.

Chairman Hatch discussed his office hours and the large amount of work he saw done by County staff.  Due to time constraints, he stepped down from the Fire Committee, appointing Commissioner Maxwell in his place.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that he would do his best on the committee.

Commissioner Udell discussed an extension of sewer and water lines to and from Wellborn.  He asked for Board consensus for County Coordinator Wooley and Mr. Robinson to actively research this.

The Board agreed to the request.

Commissioner Poole moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Hatch adjourned the meeting at 2:40 p.m.

____________________________

RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

________________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_________________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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