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January 21, 2003

Suwannee River Water Management District Boardroom

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Billy Maxwell; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and called Commissioner Maxwell to lead the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

The following items on the agenda were consent items:

The first item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoice batch numbers 2003-0190 through 0221, for a total of $939,877.86.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

APPROVED ON 01-21-03

	FUND
	
	AMOUNT

	
	
	

	1
	GENERAL FUND
	 $      73,733.14 

	112
	HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
	 $                  -   

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	 $    444,738.42 

	118
	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	 $           266.32 

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	 $      18,342.98 

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	 $        1,138.50 

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	 $                  -   

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	 $      24,841.99 

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	 $                  -   

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
	 $      11,927.60 

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	 $                  -   

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	 $        1,250.00 

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	 $    230,092.79 

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	 $      46,594.35 

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	 $      34,604.27 

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	 $         (450.00)

	251
	RENOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
	 $                  -   

	351
	RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	 $             48.70 

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	 $      30,361.79 

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	 $      22,387.01 

	
	
	

	
	BATCHES 2003-190 - 0221
	

	
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL:
	 $    939,877.86 


The second item on the agenda was to reappoint Verneil Johnson to serve as the Commission’s representative on the Suwannee River Economic Council, Inc. Board of Directors.

The third item on the agenda was to reappoint Gary Thompson to the Code Enforcement Board.

The fourth item on the agenda was to reappoint Joe Chamberlain and Charles Thomas to the Tourist Development Council.

The fifth item on the agenda was to approve payment of an invoice in the amount of $34,885.60 to Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, for clerk’s fees for the month of December, 2002.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the aforementioned agenda items.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items on the agenda were General Business items:

The sixth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Items No. 25, Emergency Agenda Items.

There were none.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request to adopt a resolution declaring February, 2003 as Library Appreciation Month.

Mr. John C. “Danny” Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated that for several years, the governor had proclaimed February as Library Appreciation Month.  He added that Suwannee County was part of the first regional library system in the State, and then read the proposed resolution into the record.

Commissioner Maxwell moved (to adopt a resolution declaring February, 2003 as Library Appreciation Month).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2003-14)

Mr. Hales discussed several programs that would be made available to the public of Suwannee County in the near future, especially to school-aged children.

The eighth item on the agenda was for Bill Rennaker to show a video entitled “Protecting Florida’s Springs.”

Mr. Rennaker and Mr. Mark Long presented the video to the Board on behalf of the Florida Springs Task Force, which is tasked with protecting springs and groundwater.

Mr. Long then submitted a copy of the video to the commissioners as well as information on springs in general.

Brief discussion ensued on the volume of spring water produced in Florida and Suwannee County.

The ninth item on the agenda was for Jennifer Ann Iodice to request a one-year extension from January 10, 2003 of a travel trailer permit in accordance with Land Development Regulations Section 14.10.2(5).

Ms. Iodice was not present.  (The item was eventually discussed after agenda item thirteen).

Mrs. Elaine Robinson, Board Executive Manager, stated that Ms. Iodice may arrive later because of her work.

The tenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of Amendment No. 1 with the Governor’s Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development (OTTED) to extend the time to April 7, 2003 for Gulf Atlantic Pump and Dredge, LLC (EDTF business) to pull permits and begin vertical construction and update the agreement to meet current policy and statutory changes.

Mr. Eddy Hillhouse, President – Suwannee County Economic Alliance, stated that the change was originally requested through the Governor’s Office of Tourist, Trade, and Economic Development (OTTED), and the Board now needed to approve the amendment.

Commissioner Poole moved [for approval of Amendment No. 1 to Agreement No. 2002-38 with the Governor’s Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development (OTTED) to extend the time to April 7, 2003 for Gulf Atlantic Pump and Dredge, LLC (EDTF business) to pull permits and begin vertical construction and update the agreement to meet current policy and statutory changes].  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eleventh item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, for the Chairman to call for public concerns or comments from the audience.

As it was not yet 7:00 p.m., Chairman Hatch moved to the next item.  (This item was eventually heard before agenda item twenty-one).

The twelfth item on the agenda was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.

Clerk of Circuit Court Kenneth Dasher discussed the Reserve Capital Infrastructure Fund (formerly named the Hospital Trust Fund), stating that the County’s investments would be included with future greenbar financial sheets.  He stated that the Fund had been receiving a 7% average interest rate over the last few years, but that high rate could not be expected to continue.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.

John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that he had presented to the Board a list of the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 2003 Local Working Group that the Chairman would need to appoint soon.  County Coordinator Wooley added that a meeting would be held on Wednesday to discuss fire issues, and he would report to the Board after the meeting.  He also discussed a circumstance earlier in the year in which a department had not responded to fires outside of its jurisdiction.  County Coordinator Wooley also addressed a Fire Service Network meeting that would be held on Thursday.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he had heard that the Town of Branford had rejected a proposal from the Board of County Commissioners regarding fire service, but he did not recall ever having seen the proposal.  Chairman Hatch responded that the only proposal he knew of was a proposed interlocal agreement between the County and Town of Branford, and only one clause had been modified.

Commissioner Caruthers reiterated that he had never seen the proposal.  Chairman Hatch responded that there was not a final draft of the interlocal agreement for the Board to consider, but merely a working copy that was being discussed by some members of the Town Council and the Board.

Commissioner Caruthers again stated that he had not seen the proposed interlocal agreement, and felt that the entire Board should look it at.  Chairman Hatch responded that neither the entire Board nor the entire Branford Town Council had seen the proposed agreement, as it was still being worked on in a committee.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the Town of Branford was being furnished call information, allowing them to provide extended fire response, although the interlocal agreement was still being worked on.

Commissioner Udell stated that he would like to be fully aware of what would be brought before the Board, including the proposed interlocal agreement.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that he had not yet seen the proposed interlocal agreement.

Chairman Hatch stated that he would ask for a copy of the proposed interlocal agreement at tomorrow’s fire meeting.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that he would continue to provide information on items relating to Suwannee County or information that the Board should be given.

Commissioner Maxwell stated that information from state happenings should be made available to the Board, and discussed one or two instances in particular.

Commissioner Caruthers thanked County Coordinator Wooley for his information on state issues that could affect Suwannee County.

T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, stated that last year, Waste Management, Inc., had received the bid for hauling solid waste from the solid waste transfer station being constructed, but since that time he had found a potential misunderstanding in the wording of the contract.  Mr. Sikes stated that before he asked the Board to sign the contract, he would discuss certain aspects of the contract with Waste Management, Inc.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that the Falmouth Road paving project had not been advertised as originally proposed because of a delay, and the bids would now be opened during a day meeting, further delaying the project.  He asked that Mr. Curtis Keen, engineer for the project, and the Bid Review Committee be present at that meeting so that they could evaluate the bids and make a decision at the meeting.

Commissioner Poole agreed with Commissioner Caruthers’ suggestion.

Commissioner Udell also agreed with Commissioner Caruthers’ suggestion.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that many State departments provided bid documentation to potential bidders instead of having bidders come in to the office to purchase a copy of the package.  He mentioned that oftentimes, bidders would call to determine who had picked up bid packages, as it would give the bidders an idea of how many companies would be bidding on the project.

Discussion ensued on the cost and advantages of providing bid packages to all potential bidders.

The Board agreed to try Commissioner Caruthers’ proposal for mailing out bid packages for the Falmouth Road paving project.

Discussion ensued on potential paving contractors to which bid packages could be submitted.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a written staff report and discussed a Friends of the Library Book Sale, meetings concerning library operations, and staff changes to the Library.

Commissioner Poole stated that there were continued discussions with the Florida Association of Counties about funding for libraries.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated that a complaint had been served to the Board stating that they had discriminated against a citizen.  He also suggested that the Board’s agenda be reformatted, as it appeared from the wording that most of the agenda would be discussed after the dinner break, although in fact usually items advertised after supper were discussed prior to it.

Chairman Hatch asked that the Suwannee Democrat add a disclaimer to the advertisement that items could be discussed at any time.

Commissioner Poole suggested that the dinner break be posted later in the agenda.

Commissioner Udell stated that the meeting began at 4:00 p.m., and if a citizen wished to speak, that they be present at 4:00 p.m.

Chairman Hatch stated that he would simply take the dinner break out of the agenda, and then the Board could take one when they so chose.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that those items dealing with the public should be held after housekeeping items, to allow the public an opportunity to be present for the item.

Chairman Hatch returned to agenda item nine.

The ninth item on the agenda was for Jennifer Ann Iodice to request a one-year extension from January 10, 2003 of a travel trailer permit in accordance with Land Development Regulations Section 14.10.2(5).

Ms. Iodice asked for another extension on her travel trailer permit.

Commissioner Udell asked what percentage of Ms. Iodice’s home was complete.  Ms. Iodice responded that the well, septic tank, and metal framing had been completed, and the roof would be added in the near future.

Commissioner Udell asked how long Ms. Iodice would take to complete the house.  Ms. Iodice responded that she hoped to finish by the end of the year.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve [a one-year extension from January 10, 2003 of a travel trailer permit for Jennifer Ann Iodice in accordance with Land Development Regulations Section 14.10.2(5)].  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers asked what had been completed since last year’s permit extension.  Ms. Iodice responded that all materials for the house had now been purchased, and the frame had been erected since last year.  Commissioner Poole stated that although the Board was present to help Ms. Iodice, she needed to be aware of her neighbors’ sentiment to have the home finished in a timely manner.  The motion to approve the extension carried unanimously.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was a request to discuss and request approval of Change Order No. 1 with TECO BGA pertaining to the Courthouse Restoration Project.

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, stated that the Change Order would reduce the payment total to TECO BGA by allowing the County to purchase directly from the distributor.  He stated that this would save approximately $3,500 in sales taxes, but would not necessarily reduce the cost of the project.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the contractor would be responsible for warranty claims.  Mr. Sharpless responded that as Maintenance Director, he would be responsible for warranty claims after the usual contractor’s warranty of the first year.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the $3,500 would mean that the contractor would simply make $3,500 more profit.  Mr. Sharpless responded that he was very aware of the situation and keeping close track of the expenses, although it appeared that higher costs for the project as a whole would see the $3,500 spent on other items.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve Change Order No. 1 with TECO BGA pertaining to the Courthouse Restoration.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Hatch called a short recess at 4:55 p.m.

January 21, 2003

Suwannee River Water Management District Boardroom

Live Oak, Florida

5:08 p.m.


Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to award a bid for Class I Waste Hauling.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2002-19) (Bids were opened on January 7, 2003).

Mr. Sikes stated that there were only two bids, Pritchett Trucking and Beaver Trucking.  He stated that Mr. Frank Darabi, engineer, and the Bid Review Committee had agreed that Pritchett Trucking was the lowest bidder at $10.80 per ton.  Mr. Sikes stated that a note in Pritchett’s bid discussed a 22-ton minimum load, but after further discussions, this point had been withdrawn.  Mr. Sikes then read into the record Pritchett’s note on minimum tonnage and stated that he had agreed to discuss an average weekly or monthly tonnage for hauling during contract negotiations.

Commissioner Caruthers asked County Attorney Airth if it was legal to award the bid with the specified changes.

Discussion ensued between the Board, Mr. Sikes, and County Attorney Airth on the specifics of the contract and the bids for waste hauling.

Commissioner Udell moved to award the bid (for Class I Waste Hauling) to Pritchett Trucking, at $10.80 per ton.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers asked County Attorney Airth to answer his earlier question on the legality of awarding the bid.  County Attorney Airth responded that Pritchett’s change did not appear to alter the overall bid, and was acceptable.  Discussion ensued about loading the trucks and the wording of the bids.  The motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to award a bid for paving of Blue Lake Road.  (Bids were opened on January 7, 2003).

Mr. Sikes stated that three bids had been received for the project, with APAC being the lowest bidder by some $3,000.  Mr. Darabi had submitted a letter suggesting that APAC be awarded the bid, and the Bid Review Committee concurred.

Commissioner Maxwell moved to award the bid for paving of Blue Lake Road to APAC in the amount of $239,174.50.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of specifications and authorization to advertise for bids for a garbage truck.

Mr. Sikes stated that there were last-minute changes to the specifications, and they had been furnished to the Board prior to the meeting.  He stated that the Bid Review Committee had reviewed and concurred that the bid package was complete.

Commissioner Udell asked if the vehicle was budgeted.  Mr. Sikes responded that it was.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to approve specifications and advertise for bids for a garbage truck).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval to advertise for bids for right-of-way trimming equipment.

Mr. Sikes asked for approval of the item.

Commissioner Poole moved (to advertise for bids for right-of-way trimming equipment).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval to advertise for bids for a six-inch irrigation well at the Airport for grass turf.

This item had been withdrawn from the agenda.

The twentieth item on the agenda was a request to approve a contract with Rowe Drilling Company, Inc., for a water supply well for the Wellborn Water System Project (CDBG).

Mr. Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated that the County was now ready to proceed with the project and asked for approval.

Commissioner Poole moved (to approve a contract with Rowe Drilling Company, Inc., for a water supply well for the Wellborn Water System Project in the amount of $215,938.00).  Commissioner Maxwell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2003-??)

Commissioner Poole suggested a dinner break now.

Chairman Hatch recessed the meeting for supper at 5:25 p.m., to return at 7:00 p.m.

January 21, 2003

Suwannee River Water Management District Boardroom
Live Oak, Florida

7:00 p.m.

Chairman Hatch called the meeting back to order and returned to agenda item eleven.

The eleventh item on the agenda was Public Concerns and Comments.

There were none.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was a request to approve a contract with Caldwell Tanks for a tank for the Wellborn Water Project.

This item had been withdrawn from the agenda.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was a request to approve an advance of third-quarter payment in the amount of $5,937.50 from the Capital Outlay Grant for the Suwannee Animal Control Governing Board, Inc.

Chairman Hatch stated that the purpose of the early draw was to construct a covered walkway from the office to the kennel.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve (an advance of third-quarter payment in the amount of $5,937.50 from the Capital Outlay Grant for the Suwannee Animal Control Governing Board, Inc.).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was a request to approve purchase of an ambulance from Palm Beach County and advertise to hold a public hearing for a budget amendment for the same.

Chairman Hatch stated that Palm Beach County had offered to sell an ambulance after one of Suwannee County’s ambulances was wrecked in December.  He stated that Palm Beach County had an ambulance with 33,000 miles that they would sell for $20,000, but later negotiations had reduced that price to $3,000, with it possibly being donated after February.

Commissioner Poole stated that he had personally inspected the ambulance in question, and it was in excellent condition.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to purchase an ambulance from Palm Beach County for $3,000 or less.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and stated that there was other equipment Palm Beach County had that Suwannee County could also use.  Commissioner Caruthers asked if the ambulance would go into service as soon as it was purchased.  County Coordinator Wooley responded that it would be put into service, if only as a backup vehicle.  Commissioner Poole mentioned other items that Palm Beach County had for sale.  The motion to spend up to $3,000 for the ambulance carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell stated that the generosity of Palm Beach County and other counties had come about from attending Florida Association of Counties meetings throughout the year, and felt that these meetings were time and money well spent.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was a request to send a letter of gratitude to the Lake County Board of County Commissioners for an ambulance.

Chairman Hatch stated that Lake County had donated an ambulance to Suwannee County, and it had been picked up last week.

Commissioner Udell moved (to send a letter of gratitude to the Lake County Board of County Commissioners for a donated ambulance).  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.

There were none.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments.

Chairman Hatch presented a check for $3,492.69 from the Taylorville Volunteer Fire Department, which has recently disbanded.  He stated that he would send a letter formally authorizing the Taylorville Volunteer Fire Department to close out their books.  Chairman Hatch stated that the County was now spending over $100,000 per year for space rental fees, and the Florida Association of Counties had low-interest loans of approximately 1.2% available to counties for construction loans.  Chairman Hatch also discussed coordinating Article V issues with the Clerk’s Association (Florida Association of Clerks and Comptrollers).

Commissioner Maxwell stated that the City Manager of White Springs would be meeting him concerning House Bill 6595, which would run water and sewer lines to Interstate-75.  Commissioner Maxwell stated that the City Manager wished to present the issue to the Board at the next regular meeting.

Commissioner Caruthers mentioned that the Board had already supported White Springs’ effort through a resolution in the past, and suggested continuing with the project.

Commissioner Poole stated that his brother, Jim Poole, had been highlighted in the Monday issue of the Gainesville Sun concerning the Lake City Chamber of Commerce.  Commissioner Poole then discussed the article in some detail.

Commissioner Poole moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Hatch adjourned the meeting at 7:21 p.m.

__________________________

RANDY HATCH, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

________________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_________________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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