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December 31, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Robert Taylor; Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerk, and Frank Salvati, Deputy Clerk Assistant.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m. and called Commissioner Udell to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.
The following items were consent items:

The first item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoice numbers 2002-119 through 2002-135.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED 12-31-01

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
466,523.09

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
907,881.57

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
9,591.14

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
10,777.93

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
0.00

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
0.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
12,206.93

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
2,852.90

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
0.00

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
195,229.88

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
43,047.79

172
RECREATION FUND
$
13,988.63

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
4,494.74

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
16,208.87

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
15,898.04

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
39,016.86


BATCHES 2002-119 - 135




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,737,718.37

The second item on the agenda was a request for reappointment of Marsha Lee and Dick Calvitt to the Tourist Development Council.

The third item on the agenda was a request for approval for payment on the Elevator project.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the aforementioned consent items.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items were General Business items:

The fourth item on the agenda was Board Member’s Inquires, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the driveway permits and applications meeting had gone ahead as scheduled and Mr. Airth had provided a proposed resolution to correct the problems.  Commissioner Hatch then noted some typographical errors in the resolution.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the issue of mailboxes and driveways had been discussed.  Commissioner Hatch responded that it had not and asked that it be placed in the resolution for the next regular meeting.

Commissioner Caruthers asked about the issue of School Board billing for the EMS Operations Center in McAlpin.  Chairman Poole stated that it had not been sufficiently looked into and would be discussed at a later agenda meeting.

Commissioner Udell stated that despite rumors around town, the County had no intent to charge for parking near the Courthouse.

Commissioner Udell asked for clarification on public input in workshops.  He then noted a recent incident in which Mr. Wendell Hill had been disrespectful toward Chairman Poole and the Board as a whole during a workshop and refused to step down after being declared to be out of order.

Commissioner Taylor echoed Commissioner Udell’s statements and was concerned that Mr. Hill would abuse the time given to him by the Chairman to speak.

Discussion ensued on means to stop further abuses from the public.

Commissioner Caruthers wished that public input be continued at workshops in a proper fashion, as there were good ideas at times from the public.

Commissioner Hatch agreed with Chairman Poole’s response to Mr. Hill and stated that the public should stick to the item discussed.

Chairman Poole thanked the Board for their support and the respect given to order in the meeting.

The fifth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.

Frank Darabi, County Engineer, was not present.

Donald Robinson, Interim County Coordinator, stated that the previous Board had approved $150,000 for the Wellborn water project which may or may not be available in the present year’s budget.  Mr. Robinson also discussed closure documents for the demolition of the old jail, Sheriff’s Criminal Division, and old library, and that they had been received from the contractor.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, responded to former Board requests concerning stop signs and the Road and Bridge Fund and stated that because of the holidays, he was not yet finished gathering all the pertinent information.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, discussed a flag dedication at the library at 9:30 p.m. and submitted a staff report discussing other issues.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, thanked the Board for the cooperation over the past year and looked forward to working with the Board.  He stated that the Clerk’s Office would begin work on the next year’s budget and would like Board input on the 2002-2003 budget.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Dasher how long it would be before Mr. Dasher could submit a quarterly report for the budget.  Mr. Dasher responded that his office had been involved in closing the past year’s budget and budget amendments and would now be looking at working on an actual budget for Fiscal Year 2002-2003.  He hoped to start in earnest with Board input by March.

Discussion ensued on budget amendments.

Commissioner Udell stated that there was no need for him to have the greenbar sheets at each regular meeting but asked for a copy of the expense, revenue, and balance sheets for the end of the past year.  Mr. Dasher responded that a copy was available for public viewing and copies could be made if necessary at approximately $25 each.

Discussion ensued on greenbar and budget summary sheets.

Commissioner Hatch also requested a copy of the end of year expense, revenue, and balance sheets.

Discussion ensued on the amount of detail required by the Board and the Clerk’s plans to make the greenbar simpler.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present.

The sixth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency additional agenda items, Any additional matters the Board agrees to consider at this meeting will be heard under Item No. 13, Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

There were none.

The seventh item on the agenda was Public Concerns or Comments.

Mr. George Fuller approached the podium and asked about consent items and suggested additional details such as costs.  He also felt that the $150,000 supposedly set aside for the Wellborn water system was from a grant.  Commissioner Udell responded that the Board was required to set aside the $150,000 to be considered for the grant.

Discussion ensued on the grant and its specifics.

Clerk Dasher stated that beginning at the next meeting, the agenda would be more specific and stated that the cost for the elevator project (agenda item number three) was $3,222.

Commissioner Caruthers agreed that costs should be placed in the agenda and stated that all engineering costs should be included as well as consent items.

There was discussion on engineering bills and consistency in advertising costs in the agenda.

There were no further public comments.

The eighth item on the agenda was a request to open bids for 24 hours self-fueler.

Donald Robinson, Interim County Coordinator, approached the podium and stated that since Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, had been out for the last two weeks, there was a problem with the advertising and requested that the bid opening be tabled until January 15.

Commissioner Hatch moved to table opening self-fueler bids until the January 15, 2002 regular meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The ninth item on the agenda was a request for permission to advertise to hold a public hearing on January 15, 2002 to consider adoption of a resolution approving usage of balance forward in FY 2000-2001 Budget.

Tony Cirigliano, Assistant Budget Officer, approached the podium and requested the public hearing.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to hold a public hearing on January 15, 2002.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The tenth item on the agenda was a request for authorization for sale of surplus equipment on February 02, 2002.

Mr. Robinson stated that he wished to have an auction on surplus County equipment and submitted a rough draft of items to be auctioned.  He stated that before the auction, the various County department heads would be brought in to see if they could use any of the items.  The Florida Sheriff’s Boys’ Ranch had donated the auctioneer.

Commissioner Udell asked if there was any law against commissioners bidding on items.  Mr. Airth stated that he was not aware of any.

Mr. Cirigliano stated that Mr. Norman Anders had offered to auction off the items at no cost and it was agreed that the County would discuss the development with the Boys’ Ranch.

Commissioner Caruthers asked that Mr. Airth look into personal bidding by commissioners and also asked for a completed list of items to be surplused before the auction was held.

Discussion ensued on holding the auction later in the month but that the fair would be held in the middle of March.

Mrs. Elaine Robinson, Board Administrative Assistant, stated that the Board must have the complete list and vote to surplus the property before an auction.

Mr. Brown stated that the deadline was too soon for his department to complete a list of items to be surplused.

Discussion continued on an auction date.

Commissioner Hatch moved to table the issue until the January 15, 2002 regular meeting to allow for a more complete listing.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Discussion ensued on advertising, a possible auction date of March 2, and a complete inventory of County property by the end of January, 2002.  The motion carried unanimously.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request for labor attorney to be present at next workshop pertaining to Road Supervisors.

(Tape 1, Side 2)

Commissioner Udell felt that it was important to have a labor attorney present so that the Board could abide by Florida labor laws, Florida Statutes, and County policies.

Commissioner Udell moved to request the County’s labor attorney to be present at the next workshop pertaining to Road Supervisors.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Hatch asked for costs for the labor attorney to be present.

Mr. Airth suggested that the attorney could be placed on speakerphone to reduce costs.

Commissioner Udell stated that he did not wish to break Federal, State, and local laws and would personally pay the labor attorney if necessary.

Commissioner Hatch moved to have the labor attorney available via speakerphone for the upcoming workshop pertaining to Road Supervisors.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had already discussed the issue with the labor attorney at no cost to the Board.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request for permission to proceed with Landscaping and Tire Stopping (bumper curbs) subject to availability to FEMA Grant funds DRS7809.

Mr. Robinson stated that there were no final figures for grant funding for the project, which was to complete the paving and related material for the area formerly on which the Sheriff’s Criminal Division building stood.  He asked for Board approval for any excess funding to be spent on the parking lot area behind the Courthouse but not to exceed the balance remaining.

Commissioner Hatch moved to use any excess funding from FEMA Grant funds DR7809 to be spent on the parking lot area behind the Courthouse, but not to exceed the balance remaining in the grant fund.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and after discussion on the specifics of the project, the motion carried unanimously.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was Emergency additional Agenda Items.

There were none.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Poole adjourned the meeting at 9:56 a.m.

____________________________

JERRY POOLE, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

________________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_________________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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