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December 18, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


4:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Poole Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. and called for Clerk of Court Kenneth Dasher to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

The following items on the agenda were Consent Agenda items: 

The first item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoices.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED 12-18-01

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
599,623.77

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
449,021.06

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
3,324.93

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
13,242.98

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
111.39

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
3,000.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
74,596.81

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
34,952.57

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
6,845.45

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
193,438.88

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
66,828.28

172
RECREATION FUND
$
18,703.52

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
0.00

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
71,890.90

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
62,347.41

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
12,045.37


BATCHES 2002-94 - 118




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,609,973.32

The second item on the agenda was a request to appoint Harold Bailey as lay member from District 5 on the Construction Industry Licensing Board.

The third item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoice in the amount of $35,697.35 to Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, for fees for the month of November, 2001.

The fourth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoice dated December 10, 2001 to Suwannee Valley Engineering in the amount of $187.50 for engineering services on the Administration (County Office) Building. 

The fifth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoice dated December 10, 2001 to Suwannee Valley Engineering in the amount of $37.50 for engineering services on the Humane Society Facility.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoice dated December 10, 2001 to Suwannee Valley Engineering in the amount of $787.50 for engineering services on the Parking Lot Project.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the aforementioned consent items.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items on the agenda were General Business items:

The seventh item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Hatch advised the Board of some illegal dumping at the walk-in gates at the collection sites.  He then proposed setting a public hearing date at the meeting on January 15, 2002 to address an ordinance on illegal dumping.

Commissioner Udell wished to address Mr. Tony Cirigliano’s job classification and his involvement in the GASB-34 accounting issues.

Commissioner Caruthers asked about the agenda for evening meetings and breaks for supper.

Discussion ensued on the issue.

Commissioner Taylor wished those present a merry Christmas.

The eighth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.


Frank Darabi, County Engineer, requested a solid waste workshop with special counsel after the first of the new year.


Chairman Poole set the solid waste workshop for January 22, 2002 at 2:00 p.m. in Exposition Hall II of the Coliseum.


Donald Robinson, Interim County Coordinator, stated that airport entitlement funding had been cut in half and projects must be scaled back in the Navigational Aid and others.  He stated that the parking lot over the old Sheriff’s Criminal Division building had been paved and requested a space needs workshop and date to address various County officials’ needs.


Chairman Poole set the space needs workshop for January 22, 2002, at 10:00 a.m. in Exposition II, as there was already a 6:00 p.m. meeting there.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, addressed the Criminal Division parking lot and thanked all involved in the project and discussed an incentive grant for the proposed bypass north of Live Oak and C.R. 795 improvements in the amount of $3,000,000 that had arrived.  Mr. Brown stated that the Board needed to schedule the events to proceed.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated that the library had survived State funding cuts, although half of the money had been moved to nonrecurring funds.  He mentioned that there was an opening for a part-time student aid.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, had nothing to discuss.

The ninth item on the agenda was for Chairman Poole to call for emergency additional agenda items.  Any additional matters the Board agreed to consider at this meeting will be heard under Item No. 31, Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

There were two additional agenda items:

A) Glenda Williams, Supervisor of Elections, to request Board to rent a storage building for the purpose of storing voting equipment and election supplies.

B) Frank Darabi, County Engineer, and attorneys to discuss asphalt bids tabled at the recessed Board meeting on December 11, 2001.

Item A was removed from the agenda.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to add item B to the agenda.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole stated that item twenty-eight had been removed from the agenda.

The tenth item on the agenda was public concerns and comments.

This item was discussed after agenda item nineteen.

The eleventh item on the agenda was for a representative of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee to request a waiver of fees for the use of Exhibition II at the Coliseum Complex on January 20 and 21, 2002.

Ms. Sandra Riley addressed the Board and made the request.

Commissioner Hatch moved to waive fees for the use of Exhibition II at the Coliseum Complex on January 20 and 21, 2002 for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request for installation of flashing stop sign at intersection of 185th Road and 76th Street.

Ms. Elizabeth Cranford, Safety Officer, advised the Board that the roads in question were more commonly known as Falmouth and Mitchell Roads and there was a high count of accidents with injuries.  She recommended a flashing stop sign or perhaps a four-way stop for 185th Street.

Commissioner Caruthers thanked Ms. Cranford and noted that this same request had been made of the Road Department over a year ago but been ignored.  He identified several line items where funds were available for the project.

Ms. Cranford stated that quotes she had received for the project were for $6,000 and $5,337.44.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had also done some investigation and perhaps a four-way overhead flasher may be available from DOT, with an installation similar to C.R. 252 and C.R. 49.

Commissioner Caruthers commented on standard guidelines of MUTCD and their requirements.

Discussion of methods and alternatives ensued.

Commissioner Caruthers commented that if a road had more traffic, it should be the through roadway.

Commissioner Udell stated that the four-way flasher had proven itself on C.R. 252.

Commissioner Hatch asked if a four-way flasher would help.  Commissioner Caruthers responded it would likely help.

Mr. Brown stated that his department had put down rumble strips and stop signs as a response to the previous request.   He advised the Board that the funding might be available through the Road Department.

Commissioner Hatch moved to allow Mr. Brown to provide a solution to the Board within the next month on the issue of 185th Road and 76th Street.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was a presentation of annual report for Forest Protection Program and Cooperative Forestry Assistance Program.

Windell Musgrove, Forest Area Supervisor, and Brian Cobble, County Forester, approached the podium and Mr. Musgrove addressed the Board.  He stated that during the year there had been 129 fires within the County, with an increase of arson fire from 7 to 16 that were under investigation.   Mr. Musgrove stated that there had been responses to other counties and states during the year, and 86 citations had been issued for unauthorized burning.    In the past two years, Mr. Musgrove stated that the Forestry Service had provided on-site inspections prior to allowing certain burn permits.  He thanked the County Fire Department and Volunteers.

Mr. Brian Cobble delivered his forestry report.

Chairman Poole called a short recess at 4:55 p.m.

December 18, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

5:15 p.m. 


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

Chairman Poole asked the Board their opinions on breaking for dinner.

Opinions varied, but most commissioners wanted to continue through.

Chairman Poole stated that tonight the Board would not take a dinner break.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was for Peter Hahn, Suwannee Valley Engineering, to request payment of invoice dated November 26, 2001 in the amount of $750 and request payment of invoice dated December 10, 2001 in the amount of $187.50, both for engineering services on the Demolition Project, and also to discuss closure of the demolition project.

Mr. Hahn addressed the Board and advised them that the demolition phase was about closed, but that was just part of the projects.  He addressed additional requests from the contractor such as removal of the boiler room wall.  Mr. Hahn stated that the contractor had completed all of his work and had submitted a change order for asbestos removal from the jail.  He also discussed some documentation that was still needed from the contractor, and that final payment was contingent upon providing all final documentation required.   Mr. Hahn pointed out that two fuel tanks were discovered under the sidewalk behind the courthouse annex that would require some special addressing for their removal and were not the demolition contractor’s responsibility.

Commissioner Udell asked if there was any discussion needed regarding Mr. Hahn’s fees.  Mr. Hahn responded that he got progressively involved in the demolition as an addendum to his being involved in the renovation of the County Office Building.  He pointed out that there were many changes in the Board’s direction during the project.

Commissioner Udell moved to pay Suwannee Valley Engineering invoices dated November 26, 2001 in the amount of $750 and December 10, 2001 in the amount of $187.50, both for engineering services on the Demolition Project.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  Commissioner Hatch questioned Mr. Hahn’s prior statements that he had submitted his final bills.  Mr. Hahn responded that he was still being brought into the project, which involved engineering fees.  Commissioner Hatch asked when closure would occur and when there would be a final bill.   Mr. Hahn responded that he had received new closing documents from the contractor that must be reviewed and documented.  Commissioner Hatch pressed for how much time Mr. Hahn would bill the County.  Mr. Hahn responded that he had just received another 40 pages of documents, and it was difficult to project how much time and effort he would expend.  Commissioner Taylor asked if there would be an end to this project and Mr. Hahn’s billings.   Mr. Hahn responded that he was soft-pedaled into this project by the prior county coordinator and others, and he never really thought he would be involved or planned to be involved in the project at all.  Chairman Poole called for a vote.  The motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was for Dennis Music, Music Construction, Inc., to request approval of Change Order No. 1 pertaining to the demolition project for an increase of $12,420 for removal of a patch on the C. D. Building, floor tile in the Jail, and second roof on the Jail.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Change Order No. 1 from Music Construction, Inc., pertaining to the demolition project for an increase of $12,420 for removal of a patch on the C. D. Building, floor tile in the Jail, and second roof on the Jail.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers pointed out that the Board knew there would be a change order, but reminded department heads that the Board needed to approve them.  The motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was for Dennis Music, Music Construction, Inc., to request final payment (Pay Application No. Two) on the demolition project in the amount of $24,208.80 (includes $12,420 change order increase and $11,788.80 retainage) and to discuss closure of the demolition project.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve final payment (Pay Application No. Two) on the demolition project in the amount of $24,208.80 (includes $12,420 change order increase and $11,788.80 retainage).  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  Commissioner Udell amended his motion to pay contingent upon Mr. Music providing all closing documents to the County Coordinator to close the project per the contract.  Payment of change order only was discussed.  Commissioner Hatch withdrew his second, and Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve final payment (Pay Application No. Two) on the demolition project in the amount of $24,208.80 (includes $12,420 change order increase and $11,788.80 retainage) once all closing documentation from Mr. Music was approved as complete by County Attorney Airth, Mr. Robinson, and Mr. Hahn.   Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was for a representative from ASC Geosciences, Inc. to discuss the method of testing for quality of limerock on C. R. 137.

Mr. Tommy Bradshaw advised the Board that he had been retained by Mr. Ray Brown to evaluate the limerock for the County.  He discussed some areas of the County’s pits that were not meeting Department of Transportation standards.  Mr. Bradshaw stated that his company inspects and samples the areas of the mine and then advises Mr. Brown when mining was substandard in an area.  He advised the Board further on advice and directions provided to enhance the County’s mining operation such as stockpiling and screening techniques.

Commissioner Hatch asked about quality and if these techniques helped to meet Department of Transportation specifications.  Mr. Bradshaw responded that they did not.  He further stated that if the County could mine deeper, the rock would be better; however, the County does not presently have the equipment to mine below fifty feet.

Mr. Bradshaw stated that Mr. Brown was placing 8-9 inch thick layers of limerock where the standard was 6 inches, and this helped prevent settling problems.  He advised the Board that Mr. Brown and the employees had been very responsive to his company’s advice.

Commissioner Udell asked if the County was doing the best that it could with the rock it had available.  Mr. Bradshaw responded that it was.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the County moved when it was suggested to mine other areas.  Mr. Bradshaw responded that it did.

Commissioner Caruthers asked about C.R. 132 and C.R. 250 and the failure of their density tests.  He asked what the end result would be in two years when their density was failing.  Commission Caruthers added that financial restrictions and the construction techniques may likely lead to various structural and degradation problems in the future.  

Commissioner Taylor asked about C.R. 137 and what Mr. Bradshaw would recommend in reworking this road, which had been built many years before without a base.  Mr. Bradshaw agreed that this presented a problem.

Commissioner Hatch asked if the extra limerock being placed on the roads helped negate the failure in density and compaction tests.  Mr. Bradshaw advised the Board that the extra limerock would help.

Commissioner Caruthers asked about the LDR density tests, those under 100, and if they were failing.  The number of 56 for LDR was questioned and Commissioner Caruthers asked if the Department of Transportation would pass or approve it on the County’s widening projects with 8-10 inches of limerock underneath.  Mr. Bradshaw responded that they would not.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a request to review revised job description for County Coordinator position.

Commissioner Udell addressed the issue and made recommendations for changes in the description.  He suggested that under “Experience and Training Guidelines,” six years should be changed to five years, and the phrase “or any equivalent combination of training and experience” should be added.

Much discussion and suggestions for changes in the job description and qualifications ensued.  

Commissioner Hatch moved approve to job description as amended.  Chairman Poole responded that the issue did not require action, but was for review only. 

Chairman Poole called a short recess at 6:20 p.m.

6:35 p.m.


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was a request to consider preliminary plat approval of the Riverwoods Unit 4 Subdivision.

Robinette Odom, Planning & Zoning Director, delivered her report as Board members reviewed copies of the preliminary plat.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the preliminary plat of Riverwoods Unit 4 Subdivision.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  Commissioner Udell asked when there would be a need for a surveyor to review the plat.  Mrs. Odom advised the Board that a surveyor would need to review the final plat.  Discussion ensued on contracting with a surveyor since only one had responded to the interviews.  The motion carried unanimously.

The tenth item on the agenda was public concerns and comments.

There were no public comments.

Chairman Poole moved on the agenda item twenty-two.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was a request for action to amend the Fiscal Year 2000-01 Budget for department to department transfers within the same fund.

Mr. Tony Cirigliano, Budget Assistant, explained the authority for different types of budget transfers and amendments and addressed various amendments requested.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Clerk Dasher if he was comfortable and in agreement with the proposed budget changes.  Mr. Dasher responded that he was aware of the proposals and in agreement with them as he knew them.

Commissioner Udell moved to amend the Fiscal Year 2000-01 Budget for department to department transfers within the same fund.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution vacating a utility easement on the plat of Cedars Pointe.

This item was discussed after agenda item twenty-three.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Chapter 70 (Taxation and Finance) of the Codified Ordinance of Suwannee County by adding Article X (Small County Surtax).

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, delivered his report.

Clerk Dasher corrected the date of authorization of 1992 to 1987 when the infrastructure surtax was initiated.

Commissioner Udell pointed out that the ordinance needed correction to read “less than 50,000 in population.”

Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt an ordinance amending Chapter 70 (Taxation and Finance) of the Codified Ordinance of Suwannee County by adding Article X (Small County Surtax).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2002-??) (not corrected and returned by Mr. Airth before the ten-day Statutory deadline)

The twenty-second item on the agenda was a request for action to amend the Fiscal Year 2000-01 Budget for department to department transfers within the same fund.

This item was heard after agenda item number nineteen.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was a request to adopt a resolution to approve unanticipated revenue, expenditures, and transfers in the Fiscal Year 2000-01 Budget.

Mr. Cirigliano reviewed the proposed resolution and budget amendments.

Mr. Ray Brown responded that there were some discrepancies in the figures that he wished to correct.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt a resolution to approve unanticipated revenue, expenditures, and transfers in the Fiscal Year 2000-01 Budget.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-16)

The twentieth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution vacating a utility easement on the plat of Cedars Pointe.

Mrs. Odom delivered her report on the issue.

Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a resolution vacating a utility easement on the plat of Cedars Pointe.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-15)

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was a request for approval to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution approving usage of fund reserves to balance expenditures in Fiscal Year 2000-01 Budget.

Mr. Cirigliano addressed information presented to the Board and requested to advertise the resolution.  He discussed the Fine and Forfeiture and Recreation Funds and the need for transfers from the General Fund to balance deficit.

Commissioner Hatch moved to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution approving usage of fund reserves to balance expenditures in Fiscal Year 2000-01 Budget.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  Commissioner Taylor moved to amend the motion to hold the public hearing at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as could be heard on January 15, 2002.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  The amendment to the motion carried unanimously.  The amended motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was a request for approval to submit an application to the State of Florida for a Wireless 911 Rural County Grant.

Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, explained that this was a new grant for small counties.

Commissioner Udell moved to submit an application to the State of Florida for a Wireless 911 Rural County Grant.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was a request to discuss shortfall in landfill revenue due to the loss of Gold Kist commercial accounts.

Mr. Brown delivered his report and stated that the Town of Mayo was temporarily not making deliveries to the tune of $6,000 due to their truck being repaired.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was a request for approval for the Airport to join Southeast SATSLab Consortium with Experimental Aircraft Association 797, Inc. and pay the first year’s membership fee.

Mr. Robinson explained the Consortium, its benefits, and the fact that the membership would be paid for the County.

Commissioner Hatch moved to allow the Airport to join Southeast SATSLab Consortium with Experimental Aircraft Association 797, Inc. and pay the first year’s membership fee.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was a request to discuss an agreement with Ronnie Poole for the lease of office space for Guardian Ad Litem in Azalea Court.


This item had been withdrawn from the agenda.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was a request for approval to join the “adopt a county” program.

Commissioner Hatch explained the purpose of the program.

Commissioner Hatch moved to send a letter to Palm Beach County requesting adoption.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole called a short recess at 7:34 p.m.

7:42 p.m.


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The thirtieth item on the agenda was to discuss and take Board action on amending the County’s driveway policy.

Commissioner Hatch presented the issues.  He suggested revamping the permit application and designing a checklist sheet to be completed prior to inspection.  The application should also make it clear that the owner must provide his or her own cap on top of the driveway.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that Commissioner Hatch should put together a policy and return it to the Board for approval.  He also questioned the shoulders of roads and mailboxes in the rights-of-way and the harm they created to the shoulders.  Commissioner Caruthers also asked who was responsible for the ruts on rights-of-way caused by mail delivery and other related problems.

Discussion ensued on the issues.

Mr. Robinson addressed culverts and inspections and stated that in other counties, an owner could not receive a building permit until the driveway was completed and approved.  He suggested that this should be Suwannee County policy as well.

Commissioner Hatch stated that he would address both culverts and mailboxes on rights-of-way with Mr. Robinson, the Building Department, and Mr. Brown and develop a policy for consideration.

The thirty-first item on the agenda was Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

B) Frank Darabi, County Engineer, and attorneys to discuss asphalt bids tabled at the recessed Board meeting on December 11, 2001.

Mr. Darabi advised the Board that the issue was now more of a legal matter than an engineering matter.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to award APAC the bid as low bidder as determined at the last board meeting. Commissioner Udell seconded for sake of discussion.  Commissioner Udell pointed out that the signing of the contract with APAC was postponed by Board action until further discussion.  He asked Mr. Airth for his advice on what the Board could do and suggested returning to bidding individual contracts and rejecting annual or bulk bids.  Mr. Airth responded that the position of APAC was that their bid had been accepted and there was thereby a contract, but Anderson Columbia refuted the claim.  

Mr. Daniel Young, attorney for APAC, addressed the Board.  He asserted that awarding the bid had created a contract.  He advised the Board that APAC would defend Suwannee County against Anderson Columbia’s potential litigation and that Anderson Columbia had suffered no real damage.

Chairman Poole commented on the prior cost of asphalt on several jobs and he did not find the stated 17% savings.

Mr. Darabi responded to some prior pricing for asphalt.  He advised the Board that he had only compared prices for Goldkist Boulevard.

Discussion ensued on any real savings by annual or bulk bids.

Mr. David Morgan Church, Vice-President of APAC, Florida Inc., reiterated that APAC would defend the County in a suit by Anderson Columbia.

Mr. Darabi stated that the advertised bids and specifications allow for bids to be awarded or a rejection of all bids.  He advised the Board that in his opinion, they could reject the present bids and go to a project-by-project bid.

Mr. Doug Anderson, chairman and one of three owners of Anderson Columbia, offered the County the same hold-harmless and defense as APAC, if APAC sued the County on the issue.

Mr. Chris McRae, attorney for Anderson Columbia, stated that his client did not want to sue the Suwannee County and that the safest course was to reject all bids.

Commissioner Caruthers reminded the Board that it had been advised earlier that the whole bulk bid process was not the best course, but the Board chose to pursue it and the bids were opened.  There were savings compared to bidding on an individual basis, and the Board should follow its chosen direction.

Commissioner Udell suggested that this issue was an experiment gone awry and suggested returning to bidding individual projects.

Chairman Poole called for a vote.  The motion to award the bid to APAC failed 3-1, with Commissioner Caruthers for approval and Commissioner Hatch abstaining due to a conflict of interests.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to award the asphalt bid to Anderson Columbia.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Chairman Poole moved to bid out jobs on a per-project basis.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  After further discussion, Commissioner Taylor withdrew his second and Chairman Poole withdrew his motion.

Chairman Poole moved to reject all bids.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried 3 to 1, with Commissioner Caruthers against and Commissioner Hatch abstaining due to a conflict of interests.

Mr. Darabi asked to bid.

Commissioner Hatch moved to confine future paving jobs to a job-by-job basis. Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if Mr. Darabi had an inspector daily on C.R. 137.

Debate ensued on the issue.

Concerning the fuel tanks found beneath the old jail, Mr. Darabi offered to attempt to have the Department of Environmental Protection include them in the County’s indigence cleanup associated with the ongoing Road Department gas spill project.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.

____________________________

JERRY POOLE, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

________________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_________________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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