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December 11, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a special permit hearing.  Present were Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Michael Tyson and Barbara Tucker, deputy clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. and led the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

The first item on the agenda to be heard at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-12-01 by Wilbur E. Hand Jr. and Jeri-Lyn Hand for intensive agriculture (four additional poultry houses, 40’ by 500’ in size) less than 300 feet from lot lines, in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1). 

County Attorney Airth swore in Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director.  Mrs. Odom delivered her staff report concerning the application under consideration.

Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-12-01 by Wilbur E. Hand Jr. and Jeri-Lyn Hand for intensive agriculture (four additional poultry houses, 40’ by 500’ in size) less than 300 feet from lot lines, in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1 and Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-12)

The second item on the agenda to be heard at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-12-02 by Clay Ross and Douglas Ross for intensive agriculture (four additional poultry houses, 40’ by 500’ in size) in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1). 

Mrs. Odom delivered her staff report on the issue.

Mr. Airth swore in Mr. Clay Ross, who stated his reason for the request.  He then asked that it be granted.

Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-12-02 by Clay Ross and Douglas Ross for intensive agriculture (four additional poultry houses, 40’ by 500’ in size) in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-13)

The third item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-12-03 by Know Thyself as Soul Foundation, Southeast, Inc. for a conference center with group living facilities as an accessory use, in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).

Mrs. Odom advised the Board that the applicant wished to postpone this item until a later date, and requested that it be withdrawn from this agenda.

The Board agreed to the request for postponement.

The fourth item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-12-04 by the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners to amend the site plan and legal description for Special Exception Request No. SE-95-01-05, approved on January 26, 1995, for a solid waste collection facility, in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).

Mrs. Odom delivered her staff report and explained that this site adjoined (and in fact, overlapped) the proposed Animal Control Shelter.  She explained that the site for the solid waste collection facility was larger than was required and the application requested reducing its size to eliminate the overlap with the Animal Shelter.

Chairman Poole opened the floor for public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-12-04 by the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners to amend the site plan and legal description for Special Exception Request No. SE-95-01-05, approved on January 26, 1995, for a solid waste collection facility, in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-14)


The fifth item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance granting an Economic Development Ad Valorem Property Tax Exemption to Suwannee American Cement Limited Partnership and setting the percentage and length of time of exemption.


Mrs. Odom delivered her report on the issue and stated that the request was for an administrative building.


Mr. Airth swore in Mr. Eddy Hillhouse, President of the Suwannee County Economic Alliance.  Mr. Hillhouse stated that the company would employ sixteen people, with a total of $730,000 in payroll, which was an average far above that of the remainder of the County.


Commissioner Udell requested the length of time and percentage of tax abatement requested.  Mr. Hillhouse responded that Suwannee American was requesting a tax abatement of 100% for ten years.


Commissioner Caruthers asked if the proposed truck terminal had already been moved to another county.  Mr. Hillhouse responded that it had.


Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.


Mr. Bob Williams was opposed to the proposed ordinance.


Mr. Tony Cirigliano was also opposed to the proposed ordinance.


Mr. John Koch was opposed to the administrative building.


Ms. Suzanne Morris was also opposed to the proposed building.


Mr. Jim Ward was opposed to the proposed ordinance.


Chairman Poole called a short recess at 7:15 p.m.

7:25 p.m.


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.


There being no further public comments, Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.


Commissioner Caruthers motioned to deny adopting an ordinance granting an Economic Development Ad Valorem Property Tax Exemption to Suwannee American Cement Limited Partnership and setting the percentage and length of time of exemption.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried 3 to 2, with Chairman Poole and Commissioner Hatch opposed.


The sixth item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance granting an Economic Development Ad Valorem Property Tax Exemption to Gulf Atlantic Pump and Dredge, LCC, and setting the percentage and length of time of exemption.


Mrs. Odom delivered her report on the issue.


Mr. Hillhouse stated that Gulf Atlantic was requesting a 75% tax abatement for ten years.


Commissioner Udell questioned the number of employees required to meet tax abatement criteria.  Mr. Hillhouse responded that ten was the least amount required.


Discussion ensued on the twenty-five jobs proposed for the business.


Commissioner Hatch questioned giving tax abatements to anyone considering the County’s financial situation.


Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.


Mr. Robinson stated that he was for having the new business in Suwannee County.


There being no further comments, Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.


Commissioner Udell moved to adopt an ordinance granting an Economic Development Ad Valorem Property Tax Exemption to Gulf Atlantic Pump and Dredge, LCC, and setting the percentage and length of time of exemption.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2002-02)


Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 7:43 p.m.
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