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November 13, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a special permit hearing.  Present were Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jerry Poole; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, deputy clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and asked Commissioner Hatch to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

The first item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible, to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-11-01, by Charles L. Edwards and Cynthia H. Edwards for intensive agriculture (four additional poultry houses, 43’ x 560’ in size) less than 300 feet from lot lines, and a solid waste facility (compost structure), in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).

Chairman Taylor called upon Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, to discuss the issue.


County Attorney Airth swore in Mrs. Odom, who then proceeded with her staff report.  The forty-acre property in question lies off of 144th Street.  She stated that one of the poultry houses had already been built, but had not been properly requested from the Board and was a part of the application before the Board.  Mrs. Odom stated that a practice put into place by the County coordinator had required signed affidavits from adjacent property owners when the subject petition is less than 300 feet from the adjacent property, but had been found to be an unfair burden on applicants and so had been discontinued.  She then discussed the petitioner’s plans in detail as well as new provisions within the proposed resolution.  Included possible revisions were that construction should be complete within one year and that if the buildings in question were not used for a period of one year, the petition would be revoked.


Discussion ensued on the new provisions to zoning regulations, including the fact that building four or more chicken houses within one year may create an undue hardship.


Chairman Taylor called the petitioners, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Edwards, to the podium for comments and questions.


County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. Edwards.


Commissioner Hatch asked why a chicken house had been built without Board approval.  Mr. Edwards responded that he had originally been asked by Goldkist to build two houses, but another poultry supplier dropped out and he had been asked by Goldkist to build another one.  The building had been partially completed before the permit could be requested.


Commissioner Hatch stated for the record that the County coordinator made the right choice when he revoked the previous policy of requiring affidavits, as it was not fair to petitioners who had adjacent landowners who were against the petition.


Discussion ensued on how many chicken houses would be built and if there were any neighbors who already had chicken houses.


Chairman Taylor opened the floor to public comments.


County Attorney Airth swore in Ms. Selma Watson, an adjacent landowner.  She stated that her mother had emphysema and asthma and could not walk outside because of the nearby chicken houses.  Ms. Watson complained about the smell and dust, and the fact that one of the chicken houses would be directly in front of her house.  Furthermore, water test results from her eighty-foot well were unsatisfactory.


Commissioner Udell asked Ms. Watson what she was against.  Ms. Watson responded that she was against the compost barn and chicken house being directly in front of her house.


Chairman Taylor asked Ms. Watson how long she had lived on the site in question.  She responded that she had lived there since 1991.


Commissioner Udell asked Ms. Watson if there were poultry operations taking place when she moved to her property.  She stated that there were, but none so close.


Commissioner Hatch asked Ms. Watson what types of pollutants were found in her water.  She responded that her water had nitrates and other related pollutants that clogged up pipes.


Commissioner Caruthers asked if Ms. Watson’s water had been declared unsatisfactory before the chicken houses were built.  She stated that it had been declared unsatisfactory before the chicken houses were built.


Commissioner Poole stated that he had spoken with several neighbors of Mr. Edwards, and none had experienced water problems.


Commissioner Caruthers asked Ms. Watson which way her underground water flowed.  Ms. Watson stated that her land was downhill from Mr. Edwards’ property.


Commissioner Poole asked Ms. Watson for the record if under oath she could say that Mr. Edwards’ chicken houses were causing her water problems.  She suggested that the Board could have Suwannee River Water Management District determine the cause of the water problems but she could not say so definitely.


Mr. Edwards returned to the podium and discussed the water problem.  He stated that some of his wells were 150 feet below ground in order to get below the same algae problem that Ms. Watson experienced, which occurred above that level in some of his other wells.  He clarified that the drainage pipe running through 144th Road ran downhill into his retention pond from Ms. Watson’s property.


Commissioner Poole and Commissioner Hatch stated that they both had wells on some of their properties that experienced a similar problem to that experienced by Ms. Watson, and that it was due to shallow wells and other non-industry related problems.


Commissioner Hatch again reminded the Board that Florida was a right-to-farm state.  He stated that in the event that an adjoining property to an existing farming operation was purchased, that agricultural operations already in existence were given preferential treatment over the new landowner.


There was further discussion about the compost piles and environmental conditions.

County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. Darryl Smith, Suwannee River Water Management District employee and involved in water quality for agriculture-related businesses.  Mr. Smith explained to the Board that Mr. Edwards was deeply involved in environmental friendliness through several programs.

(Tape 1, Side 2)


Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Smith if Mr. Edwards’ operation would add to the water problems that were apparently there before the chicken houses began operations.  Mr. Smith responded that it would not.


Chairman Taylor closed the floor to public comments.


Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-11-01, by Charles L. Edwards and Cynthia H. Edwards for intensive agriculture (four additional poultry houses, 43’ x 560’ in size) less than 300 feet from lot lines, and a solid waste facility (compost structure), in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-??)


Mrs. Odom asked if the Board would like to place wording into the resolution concerning the changes she had mentioned earlier.


Commissioner Hatch suggested that the applicants should begin construction on the granted buildings within one year, with extensions signed off by the Chairman if they were needed.


Commissioner Caruthers suggested that the petitioners submit a timetable for their construction when making the application.


The Board felt that a one-year deadline for construction should not apply to chicken houses, and instead the new regulations should be made on a case by case basis.


Discussion ensued on reservations of road use allocations by property that would not be used for extending the time that could stop another applicant from receiving a permit.

The second item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible, to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. Sp-01-11-02 by William Brewer and Cassandra Brewer for intensive agriculture (four additional poultry houses, 40’ x 500’ in size) in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned A-1.

Ms. Odom discussed the forty-acre property in question, which lies off of 129th (Hughes) Road.  She discussed the petitioner’s plans for construction and other pertinent matters.

Commissioner Hatch asked if any variances were required.  Ms. Odom responded that none was needed.

The applicant had nothing to add to Mrs. Odom’s comments.

Chairman Taylor opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Taylor closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. Sp-01-11-02 by William Brewer and Cassandra Brewer for intensive agriculture (four additional poultry houses, 40’ x 500’ in size) in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned A-1.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-??)

The third item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible, to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. 01-11-03 by Walter R. Starling for intensive agriculture (four additional poultry houses, 43’ x 510’ in size) less than 300 feet from a lot line and a solid waste facility (compost structure), in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned A-1.

Mrs. Odom discussed the eighty-acre property in question, which lies off 133rd Road.  She also discussed the petitioner’s plans for development and other pertinent matters.

The petitioner had nothing to add to Mrs. Odom’s comments.

Chairman Taylor opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Taylor closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Starling about the timetable for picking up his chickens.

Discussion ensued about the demand for chicken and replacement of retiring farmers.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. 01-11-03 by Walter R. Starling for intensive agriculture (four additional poultry houses, 43’ x 510’ in size) less than 300 feet from a lot line and a solid waste facility (compost structure), in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned A-1.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-??)


Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
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