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October 16, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Commissioner Jerry Poole; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. and called for Commissioner Hatch to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

The following items on the agenda were consent items:

The first item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of invoice batch numbers 2001-570, 2002-001, and 2002-004 through 2002-018, totaling $322,492.52.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED ON 10-16-01

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
148,328.74

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
21,764.46

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
189.06

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
2,094.79

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
0.00

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
0.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
2,764.48

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
948.91

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
0.00

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
49,656.87

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
10,612.58

172
RECREATION FUND
$
5,055.85

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
3,234.65

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
7,709.03

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
51,306.59

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
18,826.51


BATCHES 2001-570, 2002-4 - 18




GRAND TOTAL
$
322,492.52

The second item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of an invoice dated September 24, 2001 in the amount of $562.50 to Suwannee Valley Engineering for professional services for the Humane Society Facility Project.

The third item on the agenda was a request for approval of Change Order No. 1 with Gamble and Associates Construction, Inc. for a decrease of $6,642.00 in contract sum for work on the Rodeo Arena Phase II.

The fourth item on the agenda was a request for approval of Payment Application No. 1 to Gamble and Associates Construction, Inc. in the amount of $82,800.00 for work performed on the Rodeo Arena Addition Project.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request for adoption of a resolution proclaiming the month of November, 2001 as National Epilepsy Awareness Month.

Commissioner Hatch stated that one of the items had been tabled from the last meeting, but after conferring with Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, he had found that the bill from Suwannee Valley Engineering was in fact correct.

Commissioner Udell asked for more information on the reduction on agenda item number three.  Mr. Harvey stated that the County had the option to purchase the materials, and discovered that the County had in fact purchased the materials and saving the sales tax that Gamble and Associates Construction Company had to pay.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the aforementioned consent items.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items were General Business Items:

The sixth item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments.

Commissioner Caruthers questioned why the Road Department’s revenue showed slightly over $923,000.  Mr. Harvey replied that the stated number was additional revenue beyond what was expected.

Commissioner Udell thanked EMS for their assistance in an automobile accident he was in earlier in the month.

Commissioner Poole recommended that the Board sit down with each of its department heads once a year to discuss the progress of the individual departments and the Board as a whole.

Commissioner Hatch agreed with Commissioner Poole’s proposal and further suggested that it be done at a retreat.

Chairman Taylor suggested that Commissioner Poole and Commissioner Hatch head up the retreat.

Discussion ensued on the issue, including returning at the next Commission meeting with an available date.

Commissioner Udell discussed the Thanksgiving Dinner provided by the County for its employees every year.  He questioned if the same was possible this year.

The seventh item on the agenda was for William Fletcher, Veterans’ Service Officer, to present his quarterly report.

Mr. Fletcher approached the podium and briefly discussed his report.

Commissioner Udell discussed a recent bulletin he had received concerning emergency care.

There was further discussion about the status of several veteran assistance projects and advertising it to the public.

The eighth item on the agenda was staff reports.

Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, asked that the Board reconsider having a written staff report presented at the deadline for other agenda items (the week before the meeting), since many things came up after the deadline that needed to be reported upon.

There was some discussion as to requiring the staff reports the week before.

The Board agreed that a written staff report presented the Friday before the meeting, with later items discussed orally at the meeting, would be acceptable.

Discussion ensued on the process for adding Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, discussed some aspects of his submitted report, including the denial of a grant for Comprehensive Plan work.  He also discussed work done at the airport, the Coliseum, and pending projects.  Mr. Harvey discussed in detail the delay in demolition to the old Library, old Jail, and former Sheriff’s Office Criminal Division and introduced several individuals responsible for and involved in the demolition.  He stated that there were differences between the County and those responsible for demolishing the buildings over removal of asbestos and other hazardous materials.  Mr. Harvey stated that after further discussion with the Department of Environmental Protection and others, it had been determined that the old Jail, old Library, and Criminal Division building could not simply be destroyed at one time because of the amount of asbestos found in their roofs.  The roofs could be removed as a unit, safely deposited, and the remainder of the buildings then destroyed at one time.  Mr. Harvey and his staff had decided that the contractors should abide by the terms of the contract and complete the work within sixty days.

Commissioner Poole discussed the terms of the demolition contract.

Further discussion ensued on the terms of the contract.

(Tape 1, Side 2)


Discussion continued on demolition of the buildings in question.


Chairman Taylor left the meeting at 6:50 p.m. and Vice-Chairman Poole continued the meeting.


Commissioner Udell stated that the County had a contract with those in charge of demolishing the three buildings in question, and an unapproved change to any of it would make the remainder null and void.


Chairman Taylor returned to the meeting at 6:53 p.m.

Commissioner Udell asked if the contract would be cost-prohibitive to Music Construction.  Mr. Wainwright, subcontractor, stated that it would.


Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Wainwright why he had signed the contract if it was cost-prohibitive and stated that he probably had the option to back out of the contract.


There was clarification for change orders and meeting Department of Environmental Protection regulations.


Commissioner Caruthers noted the Gas Tax increase issue had been removed from the agenda and asked how many people in the audience were present for that issue.  He asked Chairman Taylor if it would be addressed tonight. The Chairman stated there would not be an agenda item concerning gas taxes heard tonight.


Commissioner Caruthers stated he had not been notified that the item would not be heard tonight due to not having been properly advertised.  He apologized to the community for his letters in the local newspapers that had asked citizens to be present, as the County staff had not notified him that it would not be held on the 16th until shortly before the meeting.


Chairman Taylor returned to discussion on the demolition of certain County buildings.


Mr. Troutman, ACS Consulting firm, stated that his company had made between 150 and 200 samples of the roof material and had missed some 380 square feet of roofing containing asbestos.  He offered to pay a reasonable price to have the 380 square feet safely removed, if it would satisfy the Board and Music Construction.


Further discussion ensued on the terms of the contract and how to dispose of the asbestos-containing roofing materials.


Commissioner Hatch read a letter from Frank Darabi, County Environmental Engineer, discussing his conversation with the Department of Environmental Protection concerning asbestos removal.  And arrangements that have been made for disposal in the County’s landfill.


Further discussion ensued on the percentage of asbestos in the roofing material and that asbestos above a one-percent concentration for each structural part of a building (roof, wall, floor, etc.) and debate regarding placement in the landfill without violating the law.  Discussion also ensued on the original intent to split hazardous material removal and demolition of the buildings.


Commissioner Caruthers suggested that the road closing issue initiated by the County be discussed before continuing with this discussion, because the person that would be affected had traveled from Central Florida.  And it was past time to convene the advertised public hearing as advertised.


Chairman Taylor called a recess at 7:26 p.m.

October 16, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

7:43 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution vacating a County road right of way located in Section 36, Township 1 South, Range 12 East, beginning at 52nd Street and running in a southerly direction approximately 1,170 feet to its end.

Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, approached the podium and discussed the proposed vacation in detail.  She stated that the County had initiated the road vacation by resolution.  Mrs. Odom referred the Board to the proposed resolution, stating that the format had been written in 1987 by former County Attorney Dean Lewis that seemed to indicate that if anyone appeared before the Board with objections, the road would not be closed.  She then submitted letters written by the effected property owner, Ms. Shelly O’Brian, and a government research consultant.
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Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, stated that the road had been “discovered” after discussions with L. P. and Evelyn Delegal about cherry trees overhanging the road and their property, but since a property owner would be landlocked by the closure, the issue was moot.

Commissioner Hatch moved to deny a resolution vacating a County road right of way located in Section 36, Township 1 South, Range 12 East, beginning at 52nd Street and running in a southerly direction approximately 1,170 feet to its end.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and after discussion about how the road closing had come before the Board and the cost it had taken to advertise this, the motion carried unanimously.

After viewing photographs of the road right of way the Board directed that Mr. Brown, Public Works Director mow the road so that Ms. O’Brian could enter her property.

Commissioner Hatch moved to table the issue of building demolition until the end of the agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Harvey about the day off for morning for the terrorist bombings on September 11, 2001, and the fact that the Board had directed those who had to work should be given holiday pay.  Commissioner Caruthers stated he had been told those who had to work had not been paid as such, and there was other confusion about holiday pay.

Mr. Harvey responded that he had authorized those required to work to be paid regularly, with emergency response employees paid a holiday salary.  He also responded that several Library employees had requested to work on the day off, or be paid if they were on a regularly scheduled day off, but County regulations dictated that only those scheduled to work would be paid, not those who were already scheduled off on that day.

Discussion ensued on the issue of repayment to those employees who worked on the day off and that the Board’s directive was clear for those to be paid according to normal holiday schedules.

After questioning by Commissioner Udell, Mr. Harvey responded that the only County employees who could be paid for holiday pay when scheduled to be off, as a regular day off, were the Fire Department and EMS.

Commissioner Udell suggested that the Board should pay all those employees who had worked on the day of mourning and remembrance and treat it as any other holiday since the Board through misunderstanding had so directed.

There was further discussion under which circumstances employees were paid for holidays between the Board and the citizens present.  Mr. Harvey was directed to treat the pay as any other holiday situation.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, agreed with Mr. Sharpless’ comments about having to have written staff reports submitted the week before the meeting.  He discussed several ongoing road projects, including a change in Gold Kist Company solid waste removal by a cheaper vendor, creating a County shortfall of $151,594 per year in revenue to the landfill.  Gold Kist had agreed to hold a meeting to discuss the issue with the County before pulling out of the contract.

There was discussion about the Request For Proposals that was currently advertised for solid waste service and that the ensuing developments with Gold Kist and one of the solid waste companies that would likely also be bidding with the County were ill-timed.

There was also discussion between Commissioner Caruthers and Mr. Brown about changes in the Road Department’s Daily Operators Reports, and the fact that Mr. Brown intended to stop tracking and recording specifically where operators and equipment were working.  Mr. Brown indicated that it was a reporting and tracking system that he had started for his own reasons and he did not see a need to continue to record the information.  Further discussion ensued regarding the information on the reports and what information was tracked and Mr. Brown indicated he did not intend to continue to gather the information.

John D. “Danny” Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to discuss.

Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Courts, had nothing to discuss.

The ninth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency additional agenda items.  Any additional maters the Board agreed to consider at this meeting would be heard under Item No. 20, Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

There were none.

The tenth item on the agenda was public concerns or comments.

Mr. Edwin Perry approached the podium and discussed road repairs to 218th Terrace near O’Brien requested in April of 2001 that had not yet been carried out.

Commissioner Hatch responded the Road Department had been instructed to limestone the road at the meeting in April of 2001, but since that time the Road Department had discovered that they would need a Suwannee River Water Management Permit to place limerock on the dirt road and had done no repairs.

There was further discussion on the issue of road repairs, and that the road had in fact been partially limestoned in times past.

Commissioner Hatch stated that Mr. Brown would be meeting with the homeowners in the area and the work would be resumed on October 17th, or there would be disciplinary action.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that there was a road in his district that had been facing the same problem for the last two years, and permits apparently had expiration dates.  He asked the Board follow through on their promises.

Further discussion ensued on County employees following the Board’s directives.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request for approval of a donated space agreement with Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc. for the period of October 1, 2001 through September 30, 2002.
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Dr. Margarita Labarta approached the podium and stated that funding had been reduced for her operations, and she would be forced to cut some services such as counseling, case management, and psychiatric services to those who could not pay or who had some type of insurance coverage.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve a donated space agreement with Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc. for the period of October 1, 2001 through September 30, 2002.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and after statements that the number of Suwannee County residents affected would be about 75, the motion carried unanimously.

Dr. Labarta thanked the Board for the facility that allowed them to do work otherwise impossible.

The twelfth item on the agenda was for Glenda B. Williams, Supervisor of Elections, to request the following:

a) Approval to purchase voting equipment

b) Approval to retain the balance of between $7,000 and $8,000 from the 2000-2001 Budget to pay the balance of $7,250 owed to Election Systems and Software for voting equipment.

Mrs. Williams approached the podium and stated that due to recent Florida election reforms, there were only two approved types of voting: optical scanning and touchscreens.  She stated that after months of research, she had found that Election Systems and Software Company was her company of choice.  After questioning, Mrs. Williams clarified that the State would provide $120,000 in grants to provide the new services.  She further stated that she was requesting sixteen optical scanning machines for use in the voting precincts and two touchscreens that would be available for absentee voting in her office only and this would introduce the public to touchscreens.

Discussion ensued on the specifics of the different machine types, including paper printouts, handicap accessible voting, funding available, and accuracy.

Commissioner Udell moved to allow the Supervisor of Elections to purchase optical and touchscreen voting equipment and to retain approximately $7,250 left over from the Fiscal Year 2000-2001 Budget to be used to purchase the voting equipment.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and after further discussion, the motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Williams discussed information from the State that would provide the Supervisor of Elections Office with some additional funding and a budget amendment would be needed at that time.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was for Tim Alcorn to request approval of a revised preliminary plat of Westside Meadows.

Mr. Alcorn stated that the original plat had a low area that would require a change in road location.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the revised preliminary plat of Westide Meadows.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 8:54 p.m.

October 16, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

9:11 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution vacating a County road right of way located in Section 36, Township 1 South, Range 12 East, beginning at 52nd Street and running in a southerly direction approximately 1,170 feet to its end.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item number nine.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request to authorize purchase of property for the McAlpin Emergency Services Facility and permission to proceed with architectural work for the building.

Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, approached the podium and stated that he had received a directive from the Board several months ago to have an appraisal done on the property, which had now been accomplished.  He was now requesting the purchase of property for the project and $350,000 from the Sun Trust loan money to be allocated to building the Emergency Operations Center.

Commissioner Hatch stated that Mr. McDonald had done everything requested by the Board.  He asked Mr. Harvey how much funding had been allocated to the project from the Sun Trust loan.  Mr. Harvey responded that $75,000 had been allocated.

Commissioner Hatch moved to purchase the property in question near McAlpin to be used for an Emergency Operations Center, but hold off on allocating additional Sun Trust loan money for the building project.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and there was discussion about rezoning or special use permitting.  Mr. Airth stated that the Board could make the purchase of the property conditional upon the special use permitting.  After further discussion, Commissioner Caruthers withdrew his second, and Commissioner Hatch withdrew his motion.

Commissioner Hatch moved to proceed with the purchase of the property near McAlpin for use as an Emergency Operations Center contingent upon the land acquiring a special use permit.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and there was discussion about final expenses, square footage, and possible funding sources.  After further discussion, Commissioner Caruthers withdrew his second, and Commissioner Hatch withdrew his motion.

Commissioner Hatch moved to table the issue until the first regular meeting in November, until further information on the arbitrage issue was gained.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  Clarification ensued that the Board was not against the project but merely wished to establish funding sources, clarifications on the Sun Trust loan uses, and other related items.
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Further discussion ensued on the issue.  Mr. Chip Douglas, landowner of the property in question, stated that he had made a deal with Mr. McDonald to sell the property at the appraised price of $12,500 and he would not renege on that agreement.  The motion to table the purchase of property in McAlpin for an Emergency Operations Center until information was gained, on the arbitrage issue, carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was a request to adopt a resolution authorizing execution of a railroad reimbursement agreement with the Department of Transportation for installation of grade crossing traffic control devices at 173rd Street and future maintenance of the devices.

Mr. Brown approached the podium and stated that the proposed contract would be for a new railroad crossing on 173rd Road for $1,410 per year beyond the approximately $12,000 presently paid.

There was a brief discussion on the issue.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt a resolution authorizing execution of a railroad reimbursement agreement with the Department of Transportation for installation of grade crossing traffic control devices at 173rd Street and future maintenance of the devices.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-05)

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request to adopt a resolution affirming circumstances creating an unavoidable delay in the expenditure of loan proceeds.

Mr. Harvey clarified that after the agenda had been published, he had decided that further discussion was needed before a resolution was actually adopted.  The County engineer, Peter Hahn, was writing a letter describing in detail the reasons why the County had not spent the Sun Trust loan money.  Once the Board approved a resolution and the IRS accepted it, the Board would have two more years to spend the money.  Mr. Harvey advised the Board that these actions Board were all per IRS regulations.

Discussion ensued on allocating the remaining Sun Trust loan money, including the County Office Building, relocation of the Sheriff to the old Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, and parking around the Courthouse complex.  Further discussion ensued about following through with promises that had been made to the City in 1993 to pave the grassy area parking lot across from the Jail for additional parking.  Discussion also ensued about demolition of the old Library, old Jail, and Sheriff’s Criminal Division, master planning for an Administrative Complex, a Records Storage Building, and renovations to the Courthouse.

The Board agreed to allow Mr. Harvey to recompute some figures and return to the Board at the first regular meeting on November 06, 2001, With a resolution for consideration.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a request to approve a resolution modifying Land Use application fees.

Mr. Harvey stated that there would be a substantial increase in some Land Use application fees as discussed in budget workshops.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a resolution modifying Land Use application fees.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-??)

The nineteenth item on the agenda was a request to approve a resolution amending procedures, application, and fees for road closings and subdivision plat vacations.

Mr. Harvey stated that the fees for application would increase from the present $200 to $500 with the approval of the resolution as well as an amended application procedure.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve a resolution amending procedures, application, and fees for road closings and subdivision plat vacations.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-??)

The twentieth item on the agenda was Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

There were none.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 10:26 p.m.

October 16, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

10:37 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order and returned to discussion on demolition of the old Jail, old Library, and the Sheriff’s Criminal Division.
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Mr. Don Wainwright approached the podium and discussed the process leading up to Music Construction receiving the bid.  He questioned the County’s advertisement for asbestos abatement and stated that his company had done everything it could to reduce costs.  Mr. Wainwright suggested that ACS, the consulting company, should pay for Music Construction’s equipment that had sat unused for a week and a half and they should no longer be contracted by the County.  He stated that the Department of Environmental Protection would allow the County to demolish the buildings and place the debris in the County landfill.

Commissioner Caruthers asked for written approval from the Department of Environmental Protection.  Mr. Dennis Music agreed to provide a copy of the letter to Commissioner Caruthers.

Commissioner Udell asked where the debris would be dumped if the buildings were demolished according to Mr. Wainwright’s suggestions.  Mr. Wainwright responded that the entire amount must be dumped into the C & D portion of the landfill.

There was further discussion about the numerous temporary employees, such as a demolition engineer, that were supposedly required to demolish a building.

Mr. Dennis Music approached the podium and stated that he had hired the asbestos abatement company, Cross Environmental Services, Inc., with the best reputation in Florida.

Mr. James Smith, Regional Manager for Cross Environmental Services, Inc., approached the podium and described the process of building demolition.

Mr. Music further discussed demolition and removal of the debris and stated that the ACS consulting company was not licensed in the State of Florida.  The representatives of ACS agreed that they did not have a license from the State of Florida.

Commissioner Caruthers was concerned that the Department of Environmental Protection representative, Fred Alvarez, had offered conflicting information.

There was further discussion about the issue.

Commissioner Poole asked Mr. Peter Hahn, engineer, the fees for ACS.  Mr. Hahn responded that the firm cost $350 a day in flat fees, with additional services at an hourly rate.  After further questioning, it was determined that the consulting firm was on tonight’s payroll.

Commissioner Poole commented that this and other projects have been mismanaged and moved to terminate Mr. Edward C. Harvey’s contract and request his resignation, effective tonight.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded for the sake of discussion.  Commissioner Caruthers asked for clarification.  Commissioner Poole stated that his reason for the motion was that Mr. Hahn had been told not to talk directly with the Commissioners.  Commissioner Hatch reminded the Board that Mr. Harvey was out of town for most of the time period being discussed and it was Mr. Hahn that had hired the consulting company.  Commissioner Hatch suggested other engineering services for the project and tabling Mr. Harvey’s resignation until the next regular meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that the written information given to the Board showed that the County could continue demolition of the project with the various suggestions from the consulting firm.  Commissioner Udell reminded the Board that Music Construction and the County had signed a contract that Mr. Harvey and Mr. Hahn had attempted to follow to the letter.  He suggested that if there was to be a change on the contract, it should be written out, agreed to by both parties, and signed off by the Department of Environmental Protection.  There was further discussion as to the wording of the contract and generally accepted procedures.

Commissioner Poole moved to table the issue of terminating Mr. Harvey’s contract until the next regular Board meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Udell opposed.

Commissioner Hatch moved to contact Mr. Frank Darabi, engineer, to proceed with the project.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and after further discussion, Commissioner Hatch suggested having Mr. Darabi prepare a new set of specifications dealing with Florida requirements.  Mr. Airth responded that Mr. Darabi could not prepare new specifications without throwing out the entire contract and rebidding the demolition project. 

Mr. Troutman responded to several comments that had been made.  He stated that his company had in fact walked on the roof of the old Jail and made samples.  Furthermore, those sample results had been provided to Mr. Hahn.

Commissioner Poole disagreed and stated that the consulting firm’s representative had told him that there had been no samples made.

Mr. Troutman stated that he had no problems with wet abatement, as long as the percentage of asbestos did not exceed one-percent.  Mr. Troutman also stated that he had contacted the Secretary of State’s Office and been told that he did not need a license from Florida as long as they did not work longer than twenty days.  He stated that he did not want to work for those that did not want him and asked to purchase a video tape copy of the meeting so that he could reply to any questions from the State.  He asked Mr. Wainwright if he was an employee of the winning bidder.  Mr. Wainwright stated that he may or may not be, and that it didn’t matter, he did not answer the question.

Mr. Sharpless stated that he felt his honor had been tarnished by repeated comments from the Board tonight.  He pointed out how the Board frequently commends various staff on an excellent performance in one meeting and then threatens termination in the next.  He wanted to know if the Board really thought the staff did a good job or not.  Mr. Sharpless stated that Mr. Wainwright was in error on several points tonight.  He also stated that Mr. Alvarez had told he and several other members of the audience that if the roof had more than 1-% asbestos, it was contaminated.  Mr. Sharpless could not see why the County had to continue airing its dirty laundry in public meetings instead of meeting behind closed doors to come up with a solution or discuss differences of opinion with staff.

There was further discussion on the issue and the letters submitted to the Board.

Mr. Airth reminded the Board that there was already a contract in effect and he would have to look at the terms before the Board could vote on the issue. Chairman Taylor commented that perhaps Mr. Airth should read up on contracts prior to the Board meeting.

Commissioner Hatch moved to recess the meeting.  Mr. Airth responded that the motion was out of order, since a motion was already on the floor.

Commissioner Poole withdrew his second, and Commissioner Hatch withdrew his motion.

Commissioner Hatch moved to recess the meeting until 1:00 p.m. on October 17th 2001.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board recessed at 11:56 p.m., to return at 1:00 p.m. on October 17, 2001.

____________________________
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SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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________________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_________________________
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