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October 3, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Value Adjustment Board met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: County Commissioner Robert Taylor; County Commissioner Douglas M. Udell, and County Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, and School Board members Jerry Taylor and Muriel Owens.  Also present were Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, and Michael Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.


Board Member Chairman Robert Taylor called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

The first item on the agenda was for Mr. Hal A. Airth, Attorney, to read the purpose and state the rules concerning the Value Adjustment Board.

The second item on the agenda was for Mr. Leo Powell, Court Reporter, to swear in those present.

Mr. Powell administered the oath to those present.

Deputy Clerk Tyson stated that petition numbers 2001-17-VAB and 2001-18-VAB, Deloitte and Touche, had been withdrawn.  He also stated that William Herring, number 2001-12-VAB, and Dawn Chew, number 2001-15-VAB, had also apparently withdrawn.

Attorney Airth suggested denying petitions for those who were not present and then described the process of value adjustment in further detail.

Chairman Taylor read off the roster of petitioners, and three were not present:  William Herring, Down Chew, and Deloitte and Touche.


Chairman Taylor called the first petition before the Board for consideration.


The first agenda item was Richard Lacy, number 2001-01-VAB and 2001-02-VAB.


Mr. Lacy stated that his family had owned the property in question (10 acres total between the two petitions) for some time but had recently changed it from his father’s name because of his age.   Since that time, the property value had been assessed at a greater amount and the agricultural exemption was withdrawn, although the land would still be used for agricultural-based work (pine tree growing) for the foreseeable future.


There was some discussion of the particulars of Mr. Lacy’s predicament.


Mr. Lamar Jenkins, Property Appraiser, submitted a handout of the land in question and stated that many years ago, he had denied the agricultural exemption as it was a residential property in a subdivision.  The Value Adjustment Board had granted the original petition for agricultural exemption at that time.  Since the land changed hands, Mr. Jenkins had denied the agricultural exemption, especially since on Mr. Lacy’s application, he listed it as residential and not agricultural.  The fact that it was in a recorded subdivision added to Mr. Jenkins’ evidence.


The third petitioner was Thomas McInvale, number 2001-03-VAB.


Mr. McInvale approached the podium and stated that he had purchased three lots totaling forty-six acres, one with a home, that he wished to divide into two parcels, one 11.18 acre site with the home (and homestead exemption) and a 35 acre site with an agricultural exemption.  He then submitted handouts describing the former owner’s usage of the property in question and the taxes paid.


Discussion ensued on the particulars of the petition, including the actual amount of acres in question and the amount of pines actually planted.


Mr. Jenkins stated that the agricultural exemption filing was on August 22, 2001, well past the deadline of March 1, and the land did not apparently meet all the requirements of agricultural classification.  After questioning, Mr. Jenkins stated that at one time the land had been planted in pines, but these had since been harvested and there remained only a few scattered pines.


Mr. McInvale stated that he filed the exemption as soon as he had received a letter from the Property Appraiser’s Office stating the amount of taxes to be paid.


After questioning by Board Member Udell, Mr. Jenkins stated that the radio and newspaper advertised the deadlines for exemption applications in January and February before the due date of March 1.


There was further discussion of the issue.


Board Member Udell left the meeting at 9:36 a.m.

The fourth petitioner was Andral and Leanne Szieberth, number 2001-04-VAB.

Mr. Szieberth approached the podium and stated that he was a horse breeder and trainer and had been so for many years, but had only purchased the property in question October of 2000.  He stated that he was not aware of the requirement to refile for exemption, as he was not originally from the United States.

Board Member Udell returned to the meeting at 9:38 a.m.

Mr. Szieberth stated that he had not received his original copy of the deed and submitted a letter from Mr. John Parker of Suwannee Valley Title Services stating the same.  He also stated that the twenty-acre plot was used for horse breeding and training and submitted proof of the same, including photographs, information from his website, and veterinary bills.  Mr. Szieberth stated that he did not listen to the radio or read the newspaper, and had no knowledge of having to file for exemption.

There was further discussion of the issue.

Mr. Jenkins stated that the petition was not filed until August 22, 2001, and the law did not provide for him to exempt the property without an application.

Mr. Szeiberth reminded the Board that the Title Services had not yet sent him an original copy of his deed (along with Mr. Jenkins’ letter reminding the new property owner to file for exemption).

There was discussion on the term “extenuating circumstances” and what would qualify for such.  There was also discussion on advertising requirements and the requirements of landowners.

Chairman Taylor called a short recess at 9:58 a.m.
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10:15 a.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The next petitioner before the Board was Daniel Hollingsworth, number 2001-05-VAB.

Mr. Hollingsworth approached the podium and stated that the tax bill was issued in the name of the previous owner, but that he did not know to file for exemption at the time of closing.  Upon learning of the application, he filed for exemption, but it was late.  He suggested changing the law to better inform the taxpayers.  After questioning, Mr. Hollingsworth stated that he was now living in Georgia during the week because of his work as a contractual aviation mechanic, but his home was Suwannee County.

Mr. Jenkins stated that Mr. Hollingsworth filed his exemption on March 16, 2001, two weeks later than the deadline.  After questioning by Board Member Udell, Mr. Jenkins stated that changing the notification requirements would require a change in State law.

After questioning, Mr. Hollingsworth stated that he had purchased the property in 1999.

Mr. Jenkins stated that the reason Mr. Hollingsworth received a tax bill for 1999 in the former owner’s name was because of the cutoff date for the tax roll had already passed, with the previous owner still listed as the owner.


The next petitioner was William Nelson, numbers 2001-06-VAB and 2001-07-VAB.


Mr. Nelson approached the podium and stated that he had filed a late agricultural exemption filing, but that he had received a serious head injury at the end of 2000 that had left him with a loss of memory and other medical injuries.  After questioning by Board Member Udell, Mr. Nelson stated that he had filed for agricultural exemption on August 28, 2001.


There was further discussion about the issue.


Mr. Jenkins had no comments.

The next petitioner was Lindsay Campbell, number 2001-19-VAB.

Ms. Campbell approached the podium and stated that she had purchased the approximately 19-acre property in question in September of 2000 and was not aware of filing for agricultural exemption.  She stated that she did not listen to radio stations in Suwannee County nor did she receive the local paper.  Ms. Campbell suggested a change of Florida law to notify the taxpayers individually.  She submitted photographs of her property showing her horse operation.

Mr. Jenkins stated that the application was filed on September 12, 2001, well past the deadline.

The next petitioner was Karin Thrower, numbers 2001-14-VAB and 2001-13-VAB.

Ms. Thrower approached the podium and stated that she had not yet received her copy of the property deed for the forty-five acre land in question but had filed for homestead and agricultural exemption in February.  She stated that part of the land was given an agricultural exemption, but not all.  Upon receiving her tax bill, she saw that her application in February had apparently not been completely assessed, probably because of lost paperwork.

There was further discussion on the issue.

Mr. Jenkins stated that Ms. Thrower was receiving an agricultural exemption on the twenty-five acre plot of land, but not the twenty-acre plot.  He stated that his staff normally gave copies to patrons and could not understand why a copy was not given to Ms. Thrower, if in fact she did actually file.  Mr. Jenkins stated that Ms. Thrower filed a late application on September 13, 2001.

The next petitioner was Patricia Smith and Eva Smith, numbers 2001-08-VAB and 2001-09-VAB.

Ms. Patricia Smith stated that her father, the original property owner, had died in 1998 and she was not aware to file for homestead exemption since his death.  She stated that she took care of the finances for her mother Mrs. Eva Smith, but was not aware of the different exemption.

Mr. Jenkins suggested that the Board should grant the homestead exemption for Mrs. Eva Smith, since the Property Appraiser’s Office was not aware of Mr. Smith’s spouse until her daughter filed a late exemption recently.  He stated that Mrs. Eva Smith was entitled to a life estate exemption because of the death of her spouse.

Mrs. Patricia Smith next discussed 2001-08-VAB, her own petition.  She stated that she had purchased the home on 0.25 acres in late March of 2000 and had assumed that she would have received notification if something had changed, but Florida’s process was different than her former home in Colorado.  Mrs. Smith stated that she did not read the Suwannee Democrat or listen to the local radio stations to know to file and pleaded ignorance.

Mr. Jenkins stated that the address listed on the deed was her mother’s address, and the notice with copy of the deed was sent there.

The next petitioner was Dawn Chew, number 2001-15-VAB.

She was not present.

The next petitioner was William Herring, number 2001-12-VAB.

He was not present.

The next petitioner was Fay Ashley Setzer and Donald J. Caudle, number 2001-11-VAB.

Mr. Caudle, Real Estate Broker, approached the podium and stated that he represented the Setzer family, owners of the now defunct Pic-N-Save Company, and felt that the $960,000 assessment for the property in question was $300,000 over his own company’s assessments.  After questioning, Mr. Caudle stated that the appraised value from Mr. Deese, a licensed assessor, was $705,000, with the assessed value less.  After further questioning, Mr. Caudle stated that the independent assessment was compared to other former Pic-N-Save buildings around the state, but not with the buildings and land in the Suwannee County area.

There was discussion on assessment values and acreage.

Mr. Jenkins stated that the property was not for sale despite repeated requests, but that on August 7, 2001, the Board had been told that the building could be leased for $13,000 per month, or $156,000 per year.  This did not equate to the assessed value from the independent realtor, and in fact would equate to a property value of over $1.3 million.

Mr. Powell swore in Mrs. Carolyn Spilatore, local realtor.  She stated that some of the commissioners never came into the building at the meeting from August 7, 2001, and of those that had, she asked for an offer.  The Commissioners had not made a counter-offer

Board Member Udell disputed Mrs. Spilatore’s comments.

There was much discussion as to what was said or not said at the August 7, 2001 Board meeting.

Chairman Taylor responded that he remembered the meeting as Board Member Udell had stated.

Board Member Caruthers stated that Mrs. Spilatore had in fact asked the Board to make an offer.  There was further discussion on the matter.

After questioning, Mr. Jenkins stated that he had not used for assessment the quoted $13,000 per month requested rental but used this in a comparison to the claimed valuation by the independent appraiser.

There was further discussion on property values and the comparison with other former Pic-N-Save buildings.

Mr. Jenkins stated that he had assessed the building on a cost of replacement, not on the quoted lease price from the August 7, 2001 Board meeting as Mr. Caudle had stated.

The next petitioner was Marlene Rosado, number 2001-16-VAB.

Ms. Rosado stated that in 1999, her mother had purchased the property in question and had just recently handed it over to her.  Ms. Rosado stated that the purchase value in 1999 was $15,000, and wondered why it was now assessed at $59,000.  She stated that she had a video showing the inside of the house, which was in far worse condition than the outside.  She also submitted several photographs of the inside of the house, showing the decrepit state of the interior.  Ms. Rosado stated that the house was a doublewide mobile home built over twenty years ago that had since been bricked in.  The Board then viewed the submitted video.

There was discussion on the property tax increases, and Ms. Rosado reiterated that Mr. Jenkins’ employees did not usually enter houses, but she would request that they do so from this point on.

Mr. Jenkins stated that according to the video, the home was indeed in bad condition and he would be glad to look inside the home.  He stated that he did not consider purchase prices when making assessments, and that Ms. Rosado had not filed for homestead exemption.

Ms. Rosado responded that she and her mother did not live in the home, but were attempting to repair it enough for living.

The next petitioner was John White, number 2001-10-VAB.

Mr. White approached the podium and stated that he had purchased a small plot of land that contained a twenty-year old doublewide mobile home, raising his taxes from $300 to over $1,000.  Mr. White stated that the mobile home was in bad shape, but was assessed at $32,000 despite the fact that he could buy a comparable trailer at $6,000.  He also stated that Mr. Jenkins was a fair man, but the mobile home was valued too high.  After questioning, Mr. White stated that he had only rented the mobile home out for two months and had paid $1,500 after the occupants left, but the building had not been rented out in nine months.

Mr. Jenkins stated that the eleven-acre property was purchased in 2000 at a cost of $55,000.  Subtracting the price of the land at $2,000 per acre, the mobile home was purchased for nearly $33,000.

There was further discussion on the issue.

The next petitioner was Deloitte and Touche Property Tax Services, numbers 2001-18-VAB and 2001-17-VAB.

Their petition had been withdrawn.

Chairman Taylor recessed the meeting at 11:59 a.m., to return at 1:30 p.m. for the purpose of making a decision on the aforementioned petitions.
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1:31 p.m.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.  Board Member Owens was not present.


There was discussion about what could be asked or discussed now that the public hearing portion  and receipt of testimony and evidence was over.


The first petitioner was Richard Lacy, numbers 2001-01-VAB and 2001-02-VAB.


Board Member Udell moved to deny petitions 2001-01-VAB and 2001-02-VAB.  Board Member Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The next petitioner was Thomas McInvale, number 2001-03-VAB.


Board Member Udell moved to deny petition 2001-03-VAB.  Board Member Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The fourth petitioner was Andral and Leanne Szieberth, number 2001-04-VAB.


Board Member Udell moved to deny petition 2001-04-VAB.  Board Member Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The next petitioner was William Nelson, numbers 2001-06-VAB and 2001-07-VAB.


Board Member Taylor moved to deny petitions 2001-06-VAB and 2001-07-VAB.  Board Member Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The next petitioner was Lindsay Campbell, number 2001-19-VAB.


Board Member Caruthers moved to deny petition 2001-19-VAB.  Board Member Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The next petition was from Karin Thrower, 2001-14-VAB and 2001-13-VAB.


Board Member Taylor moved to deny petitions 2001-14-VAB and 2001-13-VAB.  Board Member Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The next petitioner was Daniel Hollingsworth, number 2001-05-VAB.


Board Member Caruthers moved to deny petition 2001-05-VAB and pointed out the questionable grounds that he would not meet the requirements for homestead exemption even if timely filed.  Board Member Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The next petitioner was Patricia Smith, number 2001-08-VAB.


Board Member Taylor moved to deny petition 2001-08-VAB.  Board Member Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The next petitioner was Eva Smith, number 2001-09-VAB.


Board Member Udell moved to grant the requested homestead and widow exemption to Mrs. Eva Smith, number 2001-09-VAB.  Board Member Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The next petitioner was Fay Ashley Setzer and Donald J. Caudle, number 2001-11-VAB.


Board Member Udell moved to deny petition 2001-11-VAB.  Board Member Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Mrs. Owens returned to the meeting at 1:41 p.m.


The next petitioner was Marlene Rosado, number 2001-16-VAB.


Board Member Udell moved to deny petition 2001-16-VAB on the grounds that no information was provided as to what the assessment should be.  Board Member Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The next petitioner was John White, number 2001-10-VAB.


Board Member Udell moved to deny petition 2001-10-VAB.  Board Member Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Discussion ensued on a meeting time to reconvene.

Chairman Taylor recessed the meeting at 1:46 p.m., to return at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, October 8th, 2001 to review and sign written decisions.

___________________________

JERRY POOLE, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

_______________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_______________________

KENNETH DASHER,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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