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September 17, 2002

Suwannee County Courthouse

Live Oak, Florida


1:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time in the main courtroom upstairs to hold interviews for an Extension Office courtesy agent.  Present were Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 1:06 p.m. 

Mrs. Merry Taylor, County Extension Director, stated that there remained two candidates for the courtesy agent position out of the six original candidates that had survived the University of Florida’s cut and the local Extension Advisory Committee and who were also available to begin work within the near future.  She then discussed the duties of the courtesy agent, including teaching plant science, agriculture, horticulture, and other related issues to the various agronomy-related industry.  Mrs. Taylor then further discussed the courtesy agent in relation to the University of Florida.

Commissioner Hatch asked if this position was the same as the old County agent.  Mrs. Taylor responded that it was the successor to that position, but would also be working with part of the 4-H program since there was no 4-H Coordinator.

Deputy Clerk Tyson asked if the courtesy agent could assist homeowners who worked on their yards to eradicate pests, what to plant, and other related home improvement issues.  Mrs. Taylor responded that this was not the courtesy agent’s primary focus, but that they could assist in some of the questions homeowners would ask.

Brief discussion ensued on the University of Florida and Advisory Committee’s rating systems for applicants, with it being composed of a number of issues, including book knowledge, hands-on knowledge, and status within the community.

The first applicant was Jason Chandler, previously of the Branford area but now in Georgia.  Mr. Chandler stated that the position would allow him return to his home and work in a field that he loved.  He added that his wife was also from this County, but they were now working in Georgia.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Chandler about his overview of education that would assist him in the position.  Mr. Chandler responded that the majority of his education was in the sale and marketing of agricultural products, but had some studies with agriculture as well as his experience as a youth working with agriculture.  He stated that he had geared his studies toward agricultural/chemical work, and had interned with several global corporations before his present work as manager of an agricultural business.  Mr. Chandler stated that he would be able to work with the farmers and community in general to give them an economical path that would lead to success.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Chandler if he had ever been convicted of a crime or if he was multi-lingual.  Mr. Chandler responded that he had not been convicted of a crime and had taken some Spanish courses, but was not what could be considered multi-lingual.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Chandler three words that described him.  Mr. Chandler responded that he was sympathetic, determined, and honest.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Chandler why the Board should hire him.  Mr. Chandler responded that he cared for the County and wished to see it succeed.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Chandler his ultimate goal.  Mr. Chandler responded that he looked at the position as part of his life-long career in agriculture that would share knowledge to future generations.

Commissioner Taylor asked if his present job was his first.  Mr. Chandler responded that it was not.

Commissioner Taylor asked how Mr. Chandler’s experiences with other areas compared to Suwannee County and what could replace tobacco and cotton as primary agriculture products.  Mr. Chandler responded that he had worked with tobacco farmers and large tobacco companies, and foresaw the buy-out of the product.  He felt that other crops could take the place of tobacco, but could not say for sure that tobacco would be replaced.  Mr. Chandler added that the County should not put all of their energy into one crop.

Commissioner Taylor asked Mr. Chandler his experience with livestock.  Mr. Chandler responded that he did not have much experience.

Commissioner Taylor asked Mr. Chandler about his experience with pecans.  Mr. Chandler responded that his present location in Georgia was a fast-growing pecan area, and had experience in dealing with pecans and their owners.  He added that his experience was through the University of Georgia’s Extension Office.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Chandler the soils types with which he had dealt.  Mr. Chandler responded that he had worked with various types of soil, including clay and more fertile lands.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Chandler about cationic exchange rates and the ability of nutrients within the soil to be transferred to the plant.  Mr. Chandler responded that cationic exchange rates were not a part of his major studies, but understood the basics.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Chandler his sales area.  Mr. Chandler responded that he worked within a twenty-mile area of Walton, Georgia, including parts of Jeff Davis and Wayne Counties.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Chandler his work experience while in high school.  Mr. Chandler responded that he had worked in tobacco, bell peppers, hay, and other crops.

Chairman Poole asked Mr. Chandler where he saw Suwannee County farming in the next few years.  Mr. Chandler responded that there would probably be a change within the County, but it would be based upon trade with other countries, emerging crops, and unforeseen issues.

Chairman Poole asked Mr. Chandler the possibility of natural organic foods within Suwannee County.  Mr. Chandler responded that it would be possible with added nutrients and careful management of resources.

Chairman Poole asked Mr. Chandler how he would go about selling his ideas for changing crops to the older farmers.  Mr. Chandler responded that there may be no need to change crops, but he and other members of the Extension Office would only do what the farmers were willing to do; if they wished to change, the Extension Office would do their best to relay the best information on changes.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Chandler how closely he worked with the Georgia Extension Agents.  Mr. Chandler responded that he worked very closely with them on many occasions.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Chandler if he saw the Suwannee County position as proactive, as Georgia was probably the most proactive state in dealing with agriculture.  Mr. Chandler responded that Georgia had approximately the same acreage of farmland as Florida, but there were certain programs that worked better in Georgia, and some that worked better in Florida.  He would combine his knowledge of the two states’ programs to make a better end product.

Discussion ensued on working with state, regional, and national associations to better Suwannee County’s future.

The second applicant was Clifford Starling of Suwannee County.  Mr. Starling stated that he was a native of the County, and had been familiar with the Extension Office for many years, and had been working there since the end of 2001.  He stated that he enjoyed working with people and helping farmers’ production.  Mr. Starling stated that he received his Associate’s Degree at the North Florida Community College in Madison, and then moved on to study agronomy at the University of Florida.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Starling about base saturation in soil.  Mr. Starling responded that he would need to research the issue before he had a recommendation to farmers.  He added that hydrogen would affect the Ph level of the soil, but soil tests would be needed to be absolutely sure.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Starling if he was a life-long native of Suwannee County and how long he had been working for the Extension Office.  Mr. Starling responded that he was a life-long resident of the County and had been employed since November of 2001.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Starling what affected farmers within the County at the present.  Mr. Starling discussed legislature changes, nitrate issues around the Suwannee River basin, and other related issues.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Starling upon what crops he had worked.  Mr. Starling responded that he had worked with legumes, soybeans, forage crops, sugarcane, tobacco, corn, peas, sweet potatoes, peanuts, and other related crops.
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Commissioner Taylor asked Mr. Starling if he was familiar with the future of pecan, hay, and cattle in Suwannee County.  Mr. Starling responded that Florida was the top producer of cattle, but there was a slight decrease in cattle production at the present.  He discussed peanut production briefly, but added that all three crops had a big future in Suwannee County.

Commissioner Taylor mentioned a regional peanut association and their experience that would beneficial for Suwannee County.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had read Mr. Starling’s recommendations and résumé and asked if Mr. Starling would be working with poultry.  Mr. Starling responded that he would probably not be, because there was already a Livestock Courtesy Agent.

Commissioner Udell asked when a pullet became a hen.  Mr. Starling responded that he did not know, but would ask the Livestock Agent.

Commissioner Udell stated that the kudzu had taken over many parts of Georgia and Alabama, and asked if there was a way to rid land of it.  Mr. Starling responded chemicals could treat kudzu, as it was a fast-growing plant.

Commissioner Udell asked about certain types of weed control.  Mr. Starling responded that mowing and mechanical means were probably the best way, but there were some chemicals that could work on it.  He discussed the life span of certain weeds.

Commissioner Udell asked about stinging needles.  Mr. Starling responded that it would depend upon where the stinging needles were located.

Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 2:01 p.m.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Starling about his experience with drip irrigation and its future.  Mr. Starling stated that there seemed to be a future in drip irrigation, but he did not have any experience in it as of yet.  He discussed several crops within the County that presently used drip irrigation.

Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting at 2:02 p.m.

Chairman Poole asked Mr. Starling about the future of natural organic foods.  Mr. Starling responded that it would not replace other crops, but could fulfill some wants as long as it was produced correctly.

Commissioner Hatch left the meeting at 2:05 p.m.

Commissioner Udell asked about the Board’s voting process.  Discussion ensued on voting procedures.

Commissioner Hatch returned to the meeting at 2:06 p.m.

Commissioner Caruthers noted that the Board probably did not have the ability to hire today, as it was not a regular meeting.

Discussion again ensued on voting procedures.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that the Board should be consistent, and the Public Works Director and County Coordinator were hired at a regular meeting after the interviews.

Further discussion ensued on the method of voting and if in fact the Board could so vote today.

Deputy Clerk Tyson suggested being more specific in the future in the advertisements for interviews, and that the advertisements should include that the interview meeting would also be when the Board would vote to hire individuals.

Deputy Clerk Musgrove suggested selecting the applicant at tonight’s regular meeting as an Emergency Additional Agenda item. The Board agreed to place the item on the Emergency Additional Agenda at tonight’s regular meeting to vote on their selection.

Discussion ensued on other positions within the Extension Office and the experience and knowledge of the two applicants.

Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 2:15 p.m.

Further discussion ensued on the two applicants’ experience and general agricultural problems with the State of Florida.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Poole adjourned the meeting at 2:21 p.m.
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