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September 16, 2002

Suwannee County Courthouse

Live Oak, Florida


6:32 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time in the main courtroom upstairs to hold a final budget hearing in their capacity as the Suwannee County Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Benefit Units Board of Directors.  Present were Chairman Jerry Poole; Director Randy Hatch; Director Douglas M. Udell; Director Jesse Caruthers; Director Robert Taylor; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and hold a public hearing on the final Solid Waste Assessment budget for Fiscal Year 2002-2003.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.

Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Director Caruthers moved to adopt the final Solid Waste Assessment (for Fiscal Year 2002-2003).  Director Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  County Coordinator Johnny Wooley stated that the Board needed to adopt a resolution adopting a revenue stream first, then a resolution adopting the budget.  Director Udell withdrew his second, and Director Caruthers withdrew his motion.

After further clarification, Chairman Poole read the proposed resolution to adopt a revenue stream for Fiscal Year 2002-2003 for Solid Waste.

Discussion ensued on the amount of solid waste allowed per commercial business per year.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that assessments would need to be done through an ordinance, and the proposed resolution used the same figures from last year’s budget.

Director Caruthers asked when the Board could set rates for the transfer station fees.  County Attorney Airth stated that the rates could be adopted before the Solid Waste Transfer Station came online, and could be adopted at any time during the year.  He added that residential assessments could not be changed except through an ordinance, since those fees were adopted by a special assessment ordinance.

Director Caruthers suggested that commercial businesses should be paying at least the same amount that residential homeowners paid, and should not be reduced until those of the residential units were lowered by ordinance.

Discussion ensued on the fees.

County Attorney Airth clarified that the ordinance assumed that the average annual solid waste tonnage per household was one and a half tons.

Discussion ensued on the tonnage of solid waste created by residential homeowners compared to commercial entities.

Director Caruthers felt that it was wrong that homeowners would be paying more for solid waste than commercial entities.

Director Udell stated that homeowners paid for the availability of the solid waste facilities, and could produce up to one and a half tons per year without an extra charge.

Further discussion ensued on solid waste and the upcoming Solid Waste Transfer Station.

Director Hatch suggested that the assessments remain the same until a track record was created, at which time costs for the homeowners could hopefully be reduced.

Further discussion ensued about setting a solid waste fee for commercial and residential entities.

Director Udell suggested that the Board was attempting to fix something that was not broken, as fees were not addressed in the proposed resolution.  He suggested voting on the resolution in hand and discuss the rest later.

Director Udell moved to adopt the assessment revenue stream for Fiscal Year 2002-2003.  Director Hatch seconded, and after further discussion about tipping fees, the motion carried unanimously.  

Director Caruthers moved to adopt the Resolution for the Final budget for the Solid Waste MSBU for Fiscal Year 2002-2003.  Director Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-48)

Director Caruthers moved to adjourn the final Solid Waste Assessment hearing.  Director Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole adjourned the solid waste assessment hearing at 7:03 p.m.
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