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September 5, 2002

Live Oak, Florida


2:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a workshop in the meeting room of the Suwannee River Regional Library.  Present were Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, and Commissioner Robert Taylor were not present.


The purpose of the workshop was to discuss a proposed animal control ordinance.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. and asked for Commissioner Hatch to discuss the issue.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the proposed ordinance had been reviewed and agreed upon by the County Judge.  He then discussed some of the changes made since the last revision, including a 7-day holding period for animals, definitions of abandonment, and the Florida Statutes that discussed animal control.

Sheriff Alton K. “Al” Williams stated that the penalty phase of animal control had been simplified.

Major Les Hall, Undersheriff, stated that the proposed ordinance would replace the current “dangerous animal ordinance,” and that appeals go to the Courts, not the County Coordinator as before.

Deputy Janice Hunter, Animal Control Officer, stated that the proposed ordinance primarily addresses nuisance animals and abandonment.

Sheriff Williams stated that the proposed ordinance provides January 1, 2003, as the date that the ordinance would come into effect (if approved).

Chairman Poole asked how pet snakes would be affected.  Deputy Hunter responded that the animals would be quarantined as in the past.

A short discussion ensued on whether or not coyotes were covered.

Major Hall stated that Section 11 of the proposed ordinance addressed fees, which were set by Board resolution and therefore easy to change.

Commissioner Hatch discussed the destination of the fee revenue, and suggested that the Board charge twice a veterinarian’s cost for vaccination and extermination in order to curb abuses.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the animal control officer would be taking care of extermination herself.

Discussion ensued on extermination and the slaughtering of pigs.

Major Hall stated that any law enforcement officer had discretion on enforcement of the proposed ordinance.

Commissioner Udell asked if the animal control officer would be involved in enforcing Florida Statutes related to cattle and feed lots.  Deputy Hunter responded that she would not be involved in enforcing such laws.

Commissioner Hatch discussed the definition of “owner” as whoever fed the animal.  He stated that whether or not they were the legal owner, they would be classified by the ordinance as the “owner.”

Discussion ensued on the pros and cons of shooting stray animals.


There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Poole adjourned the workshop at 2:45 p.m.
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