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September 3, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m., and called Commissioner Hatch to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

The following items on the agenda were Consent items:

The first item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoice batch numbers 2002-600 through 2002-628, for a total of $1,377,953.32.  (This item was eventually discussed after agenda item nineteen).

The second item on the agenda was a request for reappointment of Tommie Jefferson to another term on the Zoning Board of Adjustment & Planning and the Zoning Board.

The third item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of an invoice in the amount of $42,185.10 to Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court for Clerk’s fees for the month of July, 2002.

The fourth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Invoice No. 22207 in the amount of $114,120.90 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work on the Taxiway “B” Extension at the Airport.  (GRANT PROJECT)


Commissioner Hatch moved (to approve the aforementioned agenda items 1-4).  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers noted that the Board did not have a copy of the invoices (item 1), and asked that agenda item one be withdrawn from the consent agenda.  Chairman Poole agreed, and the motion (to accept items 2-4) carried unanimously.


The following items on the agenda were General Business items:

The fifth item on the agenda was a request for approval of minutes of the meeting held on August 20, 2002.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve (the minutes of the meeting held on August 20, 2002).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had asked repeatedly to have the gas tax issue placed on the agenda, but it had not been as of yet.  He asked why the Chairman had not allowed the item to be placed on the agenda.  Chairman Poole responded that there had been several questions to be answered first, but the item should be on the next meeting’s agenda.

Commissioner Udell stated that he did not believe that there was a Florida Statute giving the Chairman authority to remove items from the agenda that had been placed on it by other commissioners, and asked the County Attorney to look into the matter.  County Attorney Airth responded that he would look into the issue.

Commissioner Caruthers mentioned letters concerning a C & D site off of Babcock Road and asked that County Attorney Airth look into the issue.  County Attorney Airth read the letters.

Commissioner Hatch asked who had written the letter.  Commissioner Caruthers responded that the name had been blacked out of the heading.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the Board needed to wait until the developers began violating the Board’s zoning decisions.  County Attorney Airth responded that the Board could not charge the parties until they had actually violated the Board’s policy.  He noted, however, that the developers could be put on notice that the exit road was not the same requested and approved at the Board’s zoning hearing.

The seventh item on the agenda was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.

Clerk of Court Kenneth Dasher stated that he did not have anything to discuss, but submitted information on warrants issued.

The eighth item on the agenda was a presentation of State Aid to Libraries Applications for approval and execution.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, stated that the applications were standard, annual applications that needed to be submitted to the State.

Commissioner Caruthers moved (to submit State Aid to Libraries Applications for approval and execution).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

The ninth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that the Board would be opening bids today to renovate the Courthouse, and several County offices would need to be relocated until renovations were complete.  He stated that the Supervisor of Elections had agreed to move into the Building Department, allowing space for the Clerk’s Finance Division.  Mr. Wooley added that Property Appraiser Lamar Jenkins had agreed to allow some space for part of the Clerk’s Office.


Commissioner Udell asked how soon the changes could be made.  Mr. Wooley stated that the only request had been that the Supervisor of Elections not move until after the November elections.


Chairman Poole stated that he had discussed the continued use of City Hall in the meantime.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, had nothing to report.


Chairman Poole stated that Live Oak Mayor Sonny Nobles had suggested that checks be swapped in the Goldkist Boulevard/Recycling Grant money.


Commissioner Taylor stated that he was glad that the situation had been resolved.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a written report and discussed some of its items.  He stated that there would be no Federal Literacy Grant funding in the upcoming year, and discussed how it would affect his department.


Commissioner Hatch asked if Federal dollars had dropped to nothing.  Mr. Hales stated that there would be approximately $1.5 million less in funding to the State over this year, but there were still some Federal funding.


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, had nothing to report.


Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, submitted a written report and discussed football season.  He also discussed a statewide meeting held recently concerning recreation.


Anthony Cirigliano, Administrative Assistant – BCC, submitted a written report to the Board and discussed end-of-year audit inventories for the various County offices.

The tenth item on the agenda was Public Concerns or Comments.

Mr. George Fuller stated that three years ago, a commissioner had told him that the Board was not required to respond to a public comment.  He stated that anyone in the audience should be allowed to question an agenda item before it is voted upon.  Mr. Fuller stated that a member of the audience had told him that since he was running for a Commissioner’s seat, the Board would not allow him to speak.

Mr. Ivie Fowler discussed the Fire/EMS issue disputed at last Thursday’s budget meeting.  He stated that General Fund money was not wasted by the Fire Department, and described in detail the breakdown of calls to the Fire Department.  Mr. Fowler suggested placing taxes on properties that were simply used for raising pine trees and other related products without their owners living on the property.  He stated that those who lived within the County paid 100% of assessments, and suggested taxing those who owned any property in Suwannee County before charging County homeowners again.  Mr. Fowler discussed other budget related issues, including ad valorem taxes for the upcoming year.  He suggested looking again at the budget before increasing the millage rate.

Mr. Freeman Mast asked about 173rd Place (Beaks’ Road).  He stated that after discussion with Commissioner Caruthers, it was possible for the private road to be deeded over to the County to be maintained.  However, before Mr. Mast and other property owners deeded over the road, he wished for an assurance from the Board that they would maintain the road.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he had discussed the issue when the County had accepted a road in Dowling Park.

Commissioner Hatch asked what kind of development was being proposed.  Mr. Mast stated that the area had already been developed.

Commissioner Udell suggested that if the citizens are willing to deed over their property, they County should take over the road.

Commissioner Hatch asked how long the road was.  Commissioner Udell responded that the road was a mile long.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Mast if he wanted the road paved.  Mr. Mast responded that he merely wanted it maintained.

Discussion ensued on taking over private roads.

Chairman Poole asked Mr. Mast if it could be placed before the Board on the next agenda.  Mr. Mast agreed.

Commissioner Taylor stated that a committee had been created to look at bad roads, and had come to the conclusion that the Board could not accept every private road.

Commissioner Caruthers agreed with Commissioner Taylor’s comments, but stated that since the Board had accepted a private road in the Dowling Park area several months ago, it was his duty to bring up other private roads for discussion.

Discussion ensued on the specifics of the road and County requirements for subdivisions.

Commissioner Taylor reminded the Board of a road in his area that needed help, but had not been accepted by the Board.

Commissioner Hatch asked the number of residents that would be helped.  Mr. Mast responded that there were eighteen parcels involved.

Commissioner Udell stated that there were several roads in which Fire and EMS could not travel, but previous Boards had voted to take no action on them.  However, Commissioner Udell reminded the Board that this present Board could undo the actions of previous Boards.

Commissioner Hatch suggested that the Board research the issue to ascertain if resolutions needed to be changed.

Mr. Jim Ward addressed four-wheeler concerns in the Branford area and asked for help, as these drivers were tearing up private and public land.

Commissioner Udell and Commissioner Hatch both suggested calling the Sheriff’s Office.

The eleventh item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 30, Emergency Agenda Items.

There was one:

A) Set date, time, and location to interview applicants for the Extension Courtesy Agent-Agriculture Agronomy position.

Commissioner Udell moved (to add the aforementioned item on the agenda).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a contract with the State of Florida Department of Health.

Ms. Nancy McCullers, Administrator, submitted a handout describing in simple terms the purpose of the contract.  She stated that the Health Department was running out of money, as fees had not risen in several years.

Commissioner Caruthers thanked Ms. McCullers for submitting the contract for review so quickly.
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Commissioner Caruthers moved (to approve a contract with the State of Florida Department of Health).  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  Commissioner Udell asked to discuss some issues with Ms. McCullers later, and she stated that she would be more than happy to do so.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2002-??)

Chairman Poole called a short recess at 9:50 a.m.

10:05 a.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution approving a joint 2003 program with the Housing Finance Authority of Bay County, Florida for issuance by such housing finance authority of single family mortgage revenue to bonds to finance qualifying single family mortgage loan programs; approving the form of and authorizing the execution and delivery of an interlocal agreement with the Housing Finance Authority of Bay County, Florida.

Mr. Ralph W. Cellon, Jr., Vice President – Fixed Income Banking, Morgan Keegan & Company, Inc., thanked the Board for their support over the last two years, and asked for further assistance.  Mr. Cellon then described the process of housing assistance.  He added that although First Federal Savings and Loan had been the only participant over the last two years, CNB National Bank now would be allowed and was willing to participate.  Mr. Mellon then submitted a check to the Board for $1,516.00 to use for housing and thanked several members of County government for their assistance.

Commissioner Hatch stated that this was an excellent program for the County and wished to increase its funding.

Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.  There were no comments, and Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved (to adopt a resolution approving a joint 2003 program with the Housing Finance Authority of Bay County, Florida for issuance by such housing finance authority of single family mortgage revenue to bonds to finance qualifying single family mortgage loan programs; approving the form of and authorizing the execution and delivery of an interlocal agreement with the Housing Finance Authority of Bay County, Florida).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-?? And Agreement No. 2002-??))

The fourteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, to open bids for a general contract, including mechanical, electrical, fire alarm, and sprinkler system for Phase III of the Courthouse Restoration Project.  (Bid No. 2002-08)

Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, stated that there was only one bid.

Commissioner Caruthers asked why there was only one bid.  Mr. Sharpless responded that there were numerous participants in the pre-bid meeting, and could not answer why there was only one respondent.

Chairman Poole asked if rebidding would gather more interest.  Mr. Sharpless responded that he did not know.

Commissioner Caruthers asked the size of the grant.  Mr. Sharpless responded that there was well over $400,000 available for the project.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Board could not compel people to bid, and even if the bid was opened, they could reject all bids.  He suggested opening the bid.

Commissioner Taylor asked how long the project would be held up.  Mr. Sharpless stated that part of the grant would be lost on September 30th if it was not allocated before then.  Mr. Sharpless suggested opening the bid today.

County Attorney Airth stated that announcing the price from Ric-Lon would put them at a disadvantage if the item were rebid.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he did not want to hold up the project, but wanted to make sure all interested contractors had a chance to bid.  He added that the bid was already opened.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Board had the opportunity to reject all bids if necessary if it was not in the best interests of Suwannee County.

Chairman Poole asked Mr. Sharpless what it would take to get an extension.  Mr. Sharpless responded that he had already been in contact with the Bureau of Historical Preservation, and it could be possible to get another six-month extension.  He did not understand why the other contractors did not bid, but he believed that they had a fair shot at the project.

County Attorney Airth asked if the project was bid out like the other phases.  Mr. Sharpless responded that it was, and in fact, extra steps were taken to provide more interest.

Commissioner Taylor asked if all the contractors had received a copy of the bid documents.  Mr. Sharpless responded that they had.

Commissioner Udell moved to open the bid.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  County Attorney Airth stated that a motion was not necessary to open the bid, and the motion and second were withdrawn.

The only bid was from Ric-Lon Enterprises of Jacksonville.  Their bid was $838,900.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if this was well above the budget.  Mr. Sharpless responded that it was actually within the project’s budget.

Mrs. Mixon stated that the bid would be reviewed and an answer given at the next meeting.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, to open bids for construction of a Class I municipal solid waste transfer station.  (Bid No. 2002-09)

Ms. Mixon stated that there was only one bid.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that there were several interested parties at the pre-bid meeting.

The only bid was from Music Construction, Inc. of Live Oak.  Their bid was $684,500.00.

Mrs. Mixon stated that the bid would be reviewed.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, to open bids for galvanized corrugated metal pipe for use by the Public Works Department.  (Bid No. 2002-11)

Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, opened the bids.

There were three:

The first bid was from Gulf Atlantic Culverts of Tallahassee.  (Please refer to bid for types and prices).

The second bid was from Metal Culverts Inc., of Jefferson City, Missouri.  (Please refer to bid for types and prices).

The third bid was from Wrinker Materials of Pinellas Park, Florida.  (Please refer to bid for types and prices).

Mrs. Mixon stated that the Bid Review Committee would review the bids and bring a recommendation back before the Board.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, to open bids for motor oil and hydraulic oil for use by the Public Works Department.  (Bid No. 2002-12)

Mrs. Mixon stated that there was only one bid.

The only bid was from Jim Hinton Oil Co., Inc., of Live Oak.  (Please refer bid for types and prices).

Mrs. Mixon stated that the Bid Review Committee would look at the bid and return with a recommendation.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, to open bids for batteries for use by the Public Works Department.  (Bid No. 2002-13)

Mrs. Mixon stated that there were five bids.

The first bid was from Battery Distributors Southeast, Inc., of Jacksonville.  (Pleas refer to bid for types and prices).

The second bid was from C & D Motors of McAlpin.  (Please refer to bid for types and prices).

The third bid was from Martronics, Inc., of Morrow, Georgia.  They had no bid.

The fourth bid was from Jim Hinton Oil Co., Inc. of Live Oak.  They had no bid.

The fifth bid was from Ray Glass Batteries/Battery Source of Thomasville, Georgia.  (Please refer to bid for types and prices).

Mrs. Mixon stated that the Bid Review Committee would look at the bids and return with a recommendation.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be considered, to open bids for anti-freeze for use by the Public Works Department.  (Bid No. 2002-14)

Mrs. Mixon stated that there was one bid.

The only bid was from Jim Hinton Oil Co., Inc.  (Please refer to bid for types and figures).

Mrs. Mixon stated that the Bid Review Committee would look at the bid and return with a recommendation.

Chairman Poole returned to agenda item one.

The first item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoice batch numbers 2002-600 through 2002-628, for a total of $1,377,953.32.

Commissioner Udell moved for approval (of invoice batch numbers 2002-600 through 2002-628, for a total of $1,377,953.32).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

APPROVED ON 09-03-02

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
542,392.33

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
471,470.59

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
10,597.67

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
19,555.80

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
5,116.30

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
3,496.17

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
15,218.38

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
4,999.81

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
0.00

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
147,010.94

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
51,794.34

172
RECREATION FUND
$
26,874.57

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
31,631.70

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
$
6,000.92

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
29,071.45

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
12,722.35







BATCHES 2002-600 – 628




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,377,953.32

The twentieth item on the agenda was a request for approval of an agreement with Harper H. Hadley, SRA, for Review Appraiser Services for the Wellborn Water System Project.

Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, stated that this agreement was for the review of the Wellborn Water System, and asked for approval.

Commissioner Taylor moved to approve (an agreement with Harper H. Hadley, SRA, for Review Appraiser Services for the Wellborn Water System Project).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2002-??)

The twenty-first item on the agenda was a request for approval for destruction of records that have met their retention requirements.

Deputy Clerk Musgrove stated that there were approximately 300 cubic feet of records in Records Disposition Request 23 that had met their retention period and asked for approval to destroy them.  He noted that the Civil Action files had already been microfilmed, but the other records had not.

Commissioner Taylor moved for approval (to destroy records that have met their retention requirements).  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  Commissioner Udell asked Deputy Clerk Musgrove how long the records had to be kept.  Deputy Clerk Musgrove responded that each type of record had its own retention period, and these were noted in the disposition request.  Commissioner Udell asked if any of the records had been microfilmed.  Deputy Clerk Musgrove responded that the Civil Action files had been microfilmed, but none of the others had been microfilmed, nor was it required by Florida Statutes that they be.  The motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was a request for approval and execution of an Emergency Management Preparedness & Assistance Grant.

Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, asked for approval of the grant.

Commissioner Hatch moved for approval (of an Emergency Management Preparedness and Assistance Grant).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2002-??)
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The twenty-third item on the agenda was a request to review options for expansion of EMS deliverable services with possible Board action to set a direction for staff to follow.

Mr. McDonald stated that there had been numerous workshops concerning this issue, and asked for direction from the Board to expand their services.   He described in detail his suggestions to the Board and that there was a need for an expansion.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the present system did not work, and no suggestion other than Mr. McDonald’s had been proposed to the Board.  He suggested giving a direction to Mr. McDonald so that a solution could be reached.

Commissioner Udell stated that it would be premature to give Mr. McDonald a direction to change the EMS and Fire services now, as there were several legal questions regarding funding that needed to be answered first.  He mentioned a case in Madison County regarding funding in which that county had to refund the general public some $2 million.

Commissioner Taylor asked if a report had been submitted regarding EMS funding in other Florida counties.  Mr. McDonald stated that the information had been received but not been completely compiled, and would be available in the near future.

Commissioner Hatch suggested that it was not necessary to have all the issues answered before giving Mr. McDonald a direction.  He added that everything would require a funding source, and it was critical to any changes in the Fire and EMS services.

Commissioner Udell stated that he could not agree to combine the Fire and EMS services at this time, and he had been presented nothing in all the workshops that would show that it was better to combine the services.  He suggested tax relief in other areas, but did not understand why Commissioner Hatch would like to give relief to the 33% of citizens who pay 100% of the ad valorem taxes.  Commissioner Udell stated that the reason why 33% of citizens paid 100% of the ad valorem taxes was because they owned the land.

Commissioner Hatch reminded the Board that most of the Fire Department staff was already cross-trained as EMS workers.  He suggested having a goal for the Fire and EMS services.  Commissioner Hatch mentioned a letter he had just received commenting on EMS needs.  He added that combining the services was not a fix-all, but it would greatly reduce the problem.

Chairman Poole stated that he had received complaints on service, as the ambulances were busy elsewhere.  He reminded the Board that one day it could be one of the Board that had to wait for an ambulance.

Commissioner Udell felt that Commissioner Hatch was addressing two different subjects, and the real concern seemed to be hiring an additional ambulance and staff, not combining the two services.  He stated that he would fight combining the two departments.

Commissioner Hatch asked about the availability of ambulances and redundant systems.  Mr. McDonald stated that he would need another ambulance for another station.

Commissioner Hatch moved to combine Fire and EMS administrative services and have those so-trained Fire Department employees be used as EMTs if the situation arose.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded for sake of discussion.  Commissioner Caruthers asked for the protocol for a combined service before making a decision.  Mr. McDonald stated that simply combining the services did not help fire response, and would actually hurt fire response if some of the firefighters were busy in their function as EMTs.  He suggested paying the firefighters some $1,500 for their EMT certification.  Commissioner Caruthers agreed that there needed to be a third ambulance in the center part of the County, but could not be done if funding was not available.  He added that citizens should not expect big-city services twenty miles from the nearest town.  Mr. McDonald stated that he could operate three stations with the five ambulances he presently had, but did not recommend it because of the mileage on the spares.  Commissioner Hatch asked how many options EMS had without combining the two services.  Mr. McDonald responded that he had no options, but combining the services would allow some options.  Commissioner Hatch felt that combining the services would allow some time to make a funding decision to increase services, especially for EMS.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that he supported the concept, but wanted information on protocols before approval.  Commissioner Hatch stated the problem was that the Board had given Mr. McDonald no direction.  Commissioner Taylor clarified that EMS first needed employees, then a third station in the central part of the County.  He suggested using a Volunteer Fire Station.  Commissioner Udell again stated that combining the Fire and EMS services would dictate everything the Board did subsequent to approval.  He added that the Board should not approve something that would use additional money that had no set funding mechanism.  Commissioner Udell suggested that Commissioner Hatch and Mr. McDonald slow down and look at everything before making a decision, as the proposed Fire/EMS MSBU may not legally stand in court.  Commissioner Udell added that the combined service would cost the taxpayers of Suwannee County, and the funding was not available.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that he could agree with much of what had been said, and he wished to utilize what was already available.  He asked if there was anything the Board could do to help response time without spending more money.  Commissioner Caruthers withdrew his second, and Commissioner Hatch withdrew his motion.

Commissioner Hatch moved to have Mr. McDonald, Mr. Johnny Howard, (and County Coordinator Wooley) present to the Board a protocol that would combine administrative functions of Fire and EMS services.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  After questioning by Commissioner Udell, Commissioner Hatch stated that the motion would not combine Fire and EMS, but simply present a protocol that would allow the Board to combine the services.  Commissioner Udell suggested that the motion be to more efficiently use the available equipment before attempting to combine the services, and could not agree with combining the services.  He added that asking for a protocol to be submitted showed the public that the whole intent was to combine the two services.  Commissioner Hatch called for question.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  The question carried 4-1, with Commissioner Udell opposed.  The motion to bring back a protocol carried 3-2, with Commissioner Taylor and Commissioner Udell against.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was a request for approval of an agreement with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for monitoring of hazardous waste generators in Suwannee County at a cost not to exceed $7,421.00.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this was a renewable grant that had been administered by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the item was budgeted in the next fiscal year.  Mr. Wooley responded that it was.

Commissioner Caruthers moved for approval (of an agreement with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for monitoring of hazardous waste generators in Suwannee County at a cost not to exceed $7,1421.00).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2002-??)

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was a request for approval of an agreement with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for comprehensive planning services for Suwannee County for Fiscal Year 2003 in an amount not to exceed $18,000.00.

County Coordinator Wooley asked for approval of the annual grant.

Commissioner Hatch moved for approval (of an agreement with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for comprehensive planning services for Suwannee County for Fiscal Year 2003 in an amount not to exceed $18,000.00).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2002-??)

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a lease agreement with Ronnie Poole for office space for Guardian Ad Litem in Azalea Court at a cost of $772.40 per month beginning July 27, 2002 and expiring July 26, 2003.

Mr. Wooley stated that this was a renewal of a lease agreement for space.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if there was an increase in cost.  Mr. Wooley responded that there was none, and it was in the budget for the upcoming year.

Commissioner Caruthers moved for approval (of a lease agreement with Ronnie Poole for office space for Guardian Ad Litem in Azalea Court at a cost of $772.40 per month beginning July 27, 2002 and expiring July 26, 2003).  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2002-??)

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was a request for approval of an option agreement with John P. Schneider, Sr., and Betty Mizell Schneider for purchase of property.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that the Board had voted to proceed acquiring the Mizell property.  He stated that he had several concerns, including a deadline and that the appraisal is below the asking price.  Mr. Wooley stated that if the Board agreed to the option, there was a $100,000.00 nonrefundable deposit, and it would require a 4/5 majority to purchase the property since the asking price was above the appraisal.
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Commissioner Caruthers asked what would happen to the land because of the lack of funding.  He asked that the Board see the big picture, and questioned spending money when there was not any available.


Commissioner Hatch stated that the Board had agreed to the use of the property, and there would not be too many shots at purchasing property in the Courthouse area.  He added that the Mizell business would need to shut down in order to relocate, and the asking price considered this.  Commissioner Hatch suggested moving on the option, and described how the County could afford a building that would house the Sheriff, State’s Attorney, and Guardian Ad Litem among others.  He discussed in some detail the serious lack of space for County offices.


Commissioner Taylor stated that this was a prime piece of property, and despite the fact that money was tight, the Board needed the property.


Commissioner Caruthers had questions concerning the State’s Attorney’s interest in the project.


Commissioner Udell stated that today was the first day he had heard the property could be used as the Sheriff’s Criminal Division building.  He suggested that the School Board property (Nettie Baisden School) was the first property that should be investigated.  Commissioner Udell felt that paying some $450,000 for ¾ acre of property was not a good use of the County’s money, as the Mizell Feed Store building would need to be torn down and a new one constructed.  He felt that the option to purchase was premature until other options were exhausted.  Commissioner Udell felt that a better purchase would have been the Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative building for $450,000 on nearly 5 acres of land that had nearly been purchased by the Board.  He stated that the citizens he had spoken to did not agree with the purchase of the Mizell property.  Commissioner Udell suggested allowing the County Coordinator to speak with the School Board about purchasing the Nettie Baisden School property, as the Mizell property would not be a purchase in the best interest of the County.


Commissioner Hatch stated that there were several questions he would need to have answered to determine if it was feasible to construct a building.


Commissioner Hatch moved to table the issue for two weeks.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole called a recess at 11:51 a.m. for lunch, to return at 1:15 p.m.

September 3, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida

1:15 p.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, revisions to the Personnel Rules and Regulations and Payroll Change Notice form.

County Coordinator Wooley stated that this would be a change to Section 25.06 concerning pay increases, and would require the Chairman’s signature before approval.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had given great consideration to the matter, and could now agree to the changes.

Commissioner Udell moved (to revise Section 25.06 of the County’s Personnel Rules and Regulations and Pay Change Notice form).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was a request to change the October 1st, 2002 Board meeting to Thursday, October 3rd, or Monday, October 7th.

Chairman Poole stated that October 8th was the regular Board meeting for the City of Live Oak.  He stated that the reason for the change was that he would not be available on the scheduled day, and it was possible that Commissioner Udell could not either.

Commissioner Udell moved to hold the first October meeting on October 3rd at 9:00 a.m. at City Hall.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The thirtieth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.  There was one item to be considered:

A) Set date, time, and location to interview applicants for the Extension Courtesy Agent-Agriculture Agronomy position.

Mrs. Taylor stated that an advisory board would first interview the potential employees, and then the suggestions would be submitted to the Board of County Commissioners for final approval.  She suggested interviewing potential employees on September 17th, 2002 before the regular meeting.  Mrs. Taylor added that due to the hiring system between the County and the University of Florida, the Board could not actually hire the employee at the time of interviews, but could submit their recommendation to the University’s advisory board.

Chairman Poole asked how many applicants were available.  Mrs. Taylor responded that there were six applicants, of which three were qualified for the position.

Discussion ensued on when to set the interviews as well as the process to hire an employee.

Commissioner Taylor moved to tentatively hold interviews for the Extension Courtesy Agent-Agriculture Agronomy position at 1:00 p.m. on September 17th, 2002.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Poole adjourned the meeting at 1:26 p.m.

____________________________

JERRY POOLE, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

________________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_________________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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