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July 30, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida


1:30 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a workshop.  Present were Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.


The purpose of the meeting was to discuss solid waste issues.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. and called upon Mr. Frank Darabi, engineer, to discuss the issue.

Mr. Darabi submitted handouts and stated that there were two issues at hand today:  solid waste collection and solid waste disposal.  He stated that a transfer station was a necessity in his opinion, for “control” of the County’s waste.  Mr. Darabi discussed the various transfer station proposals, including their costs, and the tonnage required for the station to break even in costs.

Chairman Poole called a recess at 2:07 p.m.

July 30, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida

2:21 p.m.


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.


Mr. Darabi again discussed the available tonnage totals.  He stated that there was the potential for another 60-80 tons per day from Preling Industries if they were to receive the bid for commercial accounts.  Mr. Darabi stated that Branford created approximately 3 tons of solid waste per day, and Lafayette County would stay with Suwannee County.  He next discussed transfer station hauling and disposal to an outside entity, as well as construction costs and available funds to pay for the station.


Commissioner Caruthers questioned Mr. Darabi on liabilities to the County at the transfer station and landfill if unauthorized waste was involved.  Mr. Darabi explained the issue, stating that the Federal government and Superfund policies would be involved as well as hazardous waste liability that would be passed along.  He stated that interlocal agreements and liability clauses must be included in any solid waste policy.


Commissioner Udell asked for letters of commitment from Lafayette and Hamilton Counties to participate in the transfer station, if certain criteria were agreeable and met.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he needed much more monetary information on the $115 special assessment and how it would be spent.

Mr. Darabi stated that the Board’s options were limited.  He added that more information could be obtained, but options were to transfer the solid waste or use direct haul.

Discussion ensued on the matter.

The Board discussed their next action and suggested a reduction of solid waste assessments to the citizens.

Mr. Wooley stated that the transfer station was on budget for the Capital Outlay program.

Deputy Clerk Tyson discussed the Solid Waste MSBU and its budget and expenses as it related to the MSBU Board of Directors.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned the meeting at 3:30 p.m.
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