Book 33, Page 35
July 2, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., and called Commissioner Udell to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

Chairman Poole announced that Jerry Scarborough, Executive Director of the Suwannee River Water Management District, had asked that the Board go to Little River Springs to see what the Department of Environmental Protection had done in the past few months.  He stated that the public was welcome to go with the Board, and the public comments section would be held immediately after the consent agenda.

The following items on the agenda were Consent items:
The first item on the agenda was a request for approval of minutes of meetings held on June 4 and 11, 2002.

Commissioner Hatch noted that on the page referenced as 114, Commissioner Caruthers’ name should be inserted in a place stated simply as “Commissioner,” and on the page referenced as 121, “prudent” should be changed to “not prudent.”

Commissioner Caruthers noted that on the page referenced as 132, the meeting was actually an audit workshop for Fiscal Year 2000-2001, not a public hearing.

After research, Deputy Clerk Musgrove made the requested changes.

The second item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoice batches 2002-454 through 2002-488, for a total of $2,711,658.14.
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FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
770,087.16

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
478,463.15

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
11,206.45

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
30,413.29

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
0.00

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
0.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
16,017.97

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
7,477.71

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
11,661.56

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
253,355.62

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
52,233.47

172
RECREATION FUND
$
35,228.29

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
12,000.00

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
$
22,892.74

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
43,894.82

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
966,725.91







BATCHES 2002-454 - 488




GRAND TOTAL
$
2,711,658.14

The third item on the agenda was a request for reappointment of Earl Carter to the Live Oak/Suwannee County Recreation Board.

The fourth item on the agenda was a request for reappointment of Tim Alcorn and Gary Olive to the Suwannee County Development Authority.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request for reappointment of Sam Carter, Andy Bradley, and Larry Schattle, Jr. to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request for permission for the Sheriff’s Posse to erect a sign at the Rodeo Arena.

Commissioner Udell asked what type of sign would be erected.

Commissioner Caruthers agreed with Commissioner Udell that more information was needed, and agreed that it should be removed from the consent agenda.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request to approve payment in the amount of $38,868.20 to Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, for fees for the month of May, 2002.

The eighth item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of Application for Payment No. 2 to Slone Associates, Inc. in the amount of $177,390.28 for work performed on the Airport T-Hangars.

The ninth item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of Invoice No. 5269-1 to Certified Air Contractors, Inc. in the amount of $15,888.60 for the purchase of materials to be used in installation of the chiller in the Courthouse.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to remove agenda item six from the consent agenda and today’s agenda.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the aforementioned agenda items minus item six, as corrected.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items were General Business items:


Chairman Poole called for agenda item fourteen to be discussed before the tenth item on the agenda.


The fourteenth item on the agenda was Public Concerns or Comments.


Mr. George Fuller approached the podium and had several questions concerning Blue Lake Road.  He stated that because of the flooding that occurs on the road, there were several safety considerations to be taken into account, especially potholes.  He also asked how much money would be saved by using millings instead of paved asphalt, and suggested that if it were only a small amount, the County spend the extra money to make the road more resistant to flooding.


Chairman Poole stated that at the annual Florida Association of Counties’ meeting, he heard of a possible alternative to using millings.


Chairman Poole moved to agenda item thirteen.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 21, Emergency Agenda Items.

There was one item to be added:

A) Approval to grade a parking lot in Branford to be used for the street dance on Wednesday night (July 3).
Commissioner Hatch stated that the property in question was on private property.

Commissioner Udell asked County Attorney Airth if it would be legal to grade the private lot.  County Attorney Airth responded that the Board seemed to be using public funds to improve a private property, and would not be prudent.

Chairman Poole suggested that he could grade the property using his own equipment.

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, suggested that the Board should grade the project as a one-time deal, since it would benefit the community.

Mrs. Sue Lamb, reporter, stated that past Boards had gotten in trouble for a lot of one-time public uses on private land.

Commissioner Hatch moved to add the aforementioned item to the agenda.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole then moved to item twenty-one.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was additional agenda items.

There was one:

A) Approval to grade a parking lot in Branford to be used for the street dance on Wednesday night (July 3).

Commissioner Udell stated that several commissioners around the State had been taken to court for expending public funds for private uses.

Discussion ensued on private individuals within the County who had graders.

Major Les Hall, Undersheriff, suggested using County equipment and personnel and being reimbursed.  Chairman Poole responded that such a use was not legal.

Chairman Poole stated that the property would be graded one way or another.

Discussion ensued on using Commissioner Hatch, Chairman Poole, and Commissioner Caruthers’ personal equipment to work on the property as well as contacting several individuals within the County to assist them.

The tenth item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Florida Association of Counties had now certified all five of the commissioners, and Suwannee County was one of the few in the state in which the entire Board was certified.

Commissioner Hatch reported that the previous week’s annual Florida Association of Counties meeting was very informative, including information on grant writing, low-rate interest loans, and other items that would benefit the County.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that School Board member Jerry Taylor had been appointed to discuss traffic problems with the Live Oak schools in conjunction with members of the Live Oak City Council and the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners.

Chairman Poole appointed Commissioner Caruthers to serve on the school traffic committee.

Commissioner Caruthers agreed to serve on the committee and asked if the Board would allow a meeting between the three entities in the near future.

Chairman Poole agreed to the request.  He then presented a certificate and gift from the Florida Association of Counties to Commissioner Caruthers for becoming a certified commissioner, as he had not been present at the awards meeting the previous week.

Commissioner Caruthers thanked the Board and stated that the Association’s classes had been very helpful to him.

Commissioner Hatch mentioned that the certification was an on-going two-year process that took a lot of hard work.

Chairman Poole stated that the Board was ready to drive to Little River Springs and recessed the meeting at 9:30 a.m., to return at 1:30 p.m.

July 2, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida

1:33 p.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.

Clerk of Court Kenneth Dasher approached the podium and reminded the Board that they had received a summary sheet of expenses and revenue.  He stated that the County’s revenue was now only $600,000 ahead of expenses, compared to $770,000 at the same point last fiscal year.  Clerk Dasher stated that he had previously mentioned that the balance would continue to decrease, as 98% of ad valorem revenue had been received with no substantial revenue to be received until next fiscal year.  He also stated that the greenbar and budget sheets presented to the Board represented the proposed budget amendments to be discussed later in the day.  Clerk Dasher then discussed in some detail the County’s revenues and expenses for the past month and stated that he was working on third quarter budget amendments.

Commissioner Hatch asked Clerk Dasher when the County could expect reimbursements from the State.  Clerk’s Finance Director Leeta Bronson responded that usually, reimbursements took approximately four to six weeks after completion of projects, and Mr. Cirigliano would be discussing this turnaround later.

Clerk Dasher also discussed the budget T.R.I.M. requirements for the upcoming fiscal year, and had been working with the Property Appraiser’s Office.  He mentioned that once the Board set a millage rate, they could not go above that, although they were able to go below.  Clerk Dasher stated that in the last fiscal year, the Board had set the same millage rate as the previous year (9.05 mills), and later in the budget process additional funding was needed but a rise in the millage rate could not be made.

Commissioner Udell asked the millage rate cap.  Chairman Poole responded that it was 10 mills.

Commissioner Hatch suggested looking into raising the millage rate, as it would allow the Board additional grants to be sought out if it was at the cap.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that many grants did not require a maximum millage rate of 10.  Commissioner Hatch responded that there were certain economic development grants that required a millage rate of 10 before being awarded.

Commissioner Taylor asked if the millage rate could be set once a year.  Clerk Dasher responded that the millage rate could only be set once a year as part of the budget.

Mr. Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator, explained in further detail the process of setting the millage rate, and added that there was time for only one more regular meeting before the deadline.

Clerk Dasher added that the Board would be short several hundred thousand dollars in the fiscal year, and an increase in the millage rate would allow additional revenue for the Board.  He stated that the Finance Department anticipated an increase in revenue of $267,000 over the past year, but just the County’s health insurance would increase $97,000 over the same time, not including property insurance that was rumored to be increasing as well.

Commissioner Hatch asked if the Clerk had received the certification of the tax roll for the upcoming fiscal year.  Clerk Dasher responded that he had received it, which was where the $267,000 was coming from.

Mr. Wooley stated that the Property Appraiser had appraised a net increase in the County’s property assessment, despite the fact that there was a $5 million decrease in appraised value of some property categories.

Clerk Dasher stated that the increase in revenue in Fiscal Year 2001-2002 over the previous year had been some $450,000.

The twelfth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that he had met with many of the department heads to address some of the problems discussed by the Board.  He mentioned that a written agreement had been discussed between the County and the Fair Board concerning the Coliseum facilities.  Mr. Wooley also mentioned the fact that other counties were actively recruiting some Suwannee County department heads, but no decisions had been made yet.  He also mentioned that several members of the County’s staff were out for medical leave, and asked that the Board be patient with the increased time for services.

(Tape 1, Side 2)


Mr. Wooley discussed the last Zoning Board meeting that had been handled by Ronald Meeks, assistant to the Planning and Zoning Director, Mrs. Robinette Odom, who was out on medical leave.


Commissioner Udell suggested that a clear presentation be made concerning the millage rate and rollback rate during the budget process.  Mr. Wooley responded that once the Board set a proposed millage rate, they could not go above it.  He stated that the rollback rate was the rate at which the Board would need to set in order to bring in the same amount of revenues of the previous fiscal year.


Commissioner Udell asked if it was mandatory to have a rollback rate.  Mr. Wooley responded that it was not necessary.


Deputy Clerk Tyson asked that Mr. Wooley qualify the rollback rate, as the Board must show what the rollback rate would be although it was not necessary to stick with that rate for the new fiscal year.  Mr. Wooley agreed that it was necessary to show the rollback rate, although it was not necessary to use that as the County’s millage rate.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, reported that the weather had been good the last few weeks, and road maintenance had been completed in a timely manner.


Commissioner Taylor stated that he had received several complimentary calls concerning the work done on C.R. 137.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a staff report and stated that the monitoring of water flow at the Branford Library was all but complete and he would speak with the concerned adjoining property owner in the near future on rectifying any problems.  He also stated that the summer programs were going well, with several already completed.  Mr. Hales stated that he had finally completed the job descriptions and pay rates from the various libraries for the Board’s consideration.  He also mentioned that he would again present basic internet classes and he had been asked to be on the National Gates Library Initiative Board that provided computers to libraries.


Commissioner Caruthers thanked Mr. Hales for the breakfast earlier in the day put on by the Friends of the Library.


Commissioner Taylor and Commissioner Hatch thanked Mr. Hales for the breakfast.


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated that the Board had received the formal dismissal of the discrimination case against the Library.  He added that there was one foreclosure under consideration that was related to the SHIP program.  County Attorney Airth added that a proposal for the Mizell’s property would be ready later in the afternoon and the 90-day moratorium on adult entertainment was nearly up and should be renewed.  He suggested adding it as an additional agenda item.


Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, stated that a total of 221 room nights had been utilized during the Babe Ruth District Baseball Tournament held the previous week, which was a major boost to the County.  He mentioned that tournaments were good for the community, but the Recreation Department either broke even or actually lost money on the tournaments.  Mr. Scott stated that the State nine-year old boys’ Babe Ruth Tournament and all Girls’ State Tournament would be held in the next few weeks in Suwannee County.  He also mentioned the River Reunion held in Branford that starts on July 3rd and a “Politics in the Park” meeting to be held August 17th in Wellborn.  Mr. Scott mentioned that most of the issues had been resolved between the County and First Federal regarding naming the Sports Complex, and the proposed contract would be returned to the County by First Federal in the near future.


Anthony Cirigliano, Administrative Assistant – BCC, discussed a seminar that he had attended put on by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council about tourist development.  He discussed some $280,000 worth of invoices submitted in the last few weeks, with some $274,000 worth of revenue already received on the grants.  Mr. Cirigliano discussed historical renovations to the Courthouse, with the County’s participation some $20,000 compared to the State’s $93,000.  He also discussed a $315,000 grant from the State that would require a County match in the near future.  Mr. Cirigliano stated that there were several changes to the chiller installation that would require additional expenses.  He stated that the County had received a $356,000 preservation grant to work on the main courtroom upstairs in the Courthouse, with the judges agreeing to use part of their Article V funding on the project.


Commissioner Caruthers asked if the judges had agreed to meet the match of  $275,000 for the last phase of the work.  Mr. Cirigliano responded that the judges had agreed, but the County still needed to find some $200,000 for the current phase of the historical preservation.


Chairman Poole asked if the work done to the flowerbeds and landscaping around the Courthouse was part of the in-kind services.  Mr. Cirigliano responded that only the replacement of landscaping damaged during the renovations would be used as in-kind services.


Mr. Scott thanked the various County departments for the various tournaments held over the past few weeks, including the Library and Sheriff’s Office.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 21, Emergency Agenda Items.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item ten, but Chairman Poole stated that County Attorney Airth had an item he wished to discuss concerning extending the adult entertainment moratorium.

Commissioner Hatch moved to add discussion adult entertainment to the agenda.

After discussion about how to word the motion, Commissioner Udell moved to add to the agenda discussion on possibly extending the adult entertainment moratorium for ninety days.  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  Commissioner Udell asked if the Board could extend this moratorium to private individuals.  County Attorney Airth stated that the Board could extend this moratorium to private individuals.  Commissioner Udell explained that an issue had been brought up a few years before concerning naturalists within the County.  County Attorney Airth stated that the moratorium would not affect the naturalists, as their institution was not commercial.  County Attorney Airth explained that the nudist camp on the western end of the County was not selling anything, whereas some institutions made it commercial.  The motion to add the item to the agenda carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole called a recess at 2:23 p.m.
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2:37 p.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was Public Concerns or Comments.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item ten, but was again brought up for the sake of those not present earlier in the meeting.

There were no further public comments.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of Supplemental Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for Taxiway B rehabilitation and extension at Airport, and adoption of a resolution authorizing the signing of the agreement.

Mr. Donald Robinson, Assistant County Coordinator/Airport Manager, approached the podium and stated that this was a $465,132 Grant in conjunction with the Florida Department of Transportation.  He added that the project would alleviate some of the problems of cluttering on the taxiways and asked for approval.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a Supplemental Joint Participation Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for Taxiway B rehabilitation and extension at Airport, and adoption of a resolution authorizing the signing of the agreement.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers mentioned that the County’s match would be only $9,544.44.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2002-?? and Resolution No. 2002-38)

The sixteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a grant agreement with Federal Aviation Administration for rehabilitation and extension of Taxiway B at the Airport.

Mr. Robinson mentioned that this was the FAA portion of the agreement and involved nearly $172,000 in grants.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve a grant agreement with Federal Aviation Administration for rehabilitation and extension of Taxiway B at the Airport.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2002-56)

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a contract with Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for rehabilitation and extension of Taxiway B at the Airport.

Mr. Robinson mentioned that the contract was for $561,577.25.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a contract with Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for rehabilitation and extension of Taxiway B at the Airport.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers clarified that the agreement between the County and Anderson Columbia would not allow Anderson Columbia to charge the County for additional costs, as the bid was six months old.  Mr. Robinson stated that since the delay was not the County’s fault, Anderson Columbia had agreed to stick with the original agreement cost.  County Attorney Airth was content that the agreement would keep Anderson Columbia from charging the County for FAA’s delays.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2002-55)

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of extension of an agreement between the Mayo Correctional Institution and the Suwannee County Fire Department for emergency response in the event of a fire.

Mr. Wooley stated that the agreement was a routine one that should have been approved that would allow emergency response.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve an extension of an agreement between the Mayo Correctional Institution and the Suwannee County Fire Department for emergency response in the event of a fire.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2002-57)

The nineteenth item on the agenda was a request to set a date, time, and location to hold a solid waste disposal workshop.

Mr. Sikes stated that the County had discussed using a transfer station to haul solid waste outside the County.  He stated that the Board should consider other alternatives, although it may prove to be the best proposal.  Mr. Sikes added that Mr. Frank Darabi’s design of the transfer station was complete and awaiting approval.  Mr. Sikes stated that there were several questions that had been brought up that may make the transfer station uneconomical, and a workshop was necessary to work out the various issues.  He added that the transfer station was designed around outside waste being brought in, but there were no agreements currently signed for disposal at the proposed transfer station.  Mr. Sikes stated that a workshop would be the best way to work out the potential problems.  He added that the County’s landfill would be full in six months, and was forcing the County to make a decision quickly, based on facts and not suppositions.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested holding a workshop on July 9th.  Commissioner Hatch responded that he would not be in town.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested July 23rd.  Chairman Poole responded that he would be out of town.

Discussion ensued on holding the workshop at 1:30 p.m. on July 30th.

Mr. Sikes suggested an earlier meeting because of the time constraints of the proposed transfer station.

Commissioner Hatch stated that he was lobbying surrounding counties about using the transfer station, and needed additional time for a decision to be made.

Chairman Poole stated that he was also lobbying surrounding counties for support.

The Board agreed to hold a solid waste workshop at 1:30 p.m. on July 30th, 2002.

Mr. Wooley stated that interlocal agreements took time to advertise and be brought before the respective Commissions, but the workshop could be completed before the interlocal agreements were finished.  He added that without the funds guaranteed by potential contracts, the County could not afford a transfer station.
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Discussion ensued on having at least a verbal commitment from the surrounding counties before proceeding with the project and the lobbying currently being done by the commissioners.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that Mr. Sikes prepare his budget based on what information was already known, but could be amended later if need be.

Commissioner Udell asked if there had been any discussion as to the expected cost of the transfer station.  Mr. Sikes responded that the amount was the same as what had been given to the Board several months ago.

Commissioner Udell stated that the cost of the transfer station seems to be close to the amount of money presently held in the solid waste account.

Mr. Sikes stated that Mr. Darabi’s estimate on the actual construction cost of the transfer station was $600,000, with up to $120,000 more spent on the design and construction engineering work having been authorized by the Board.

Commissioner Udell stated that he had been to transfer stations in surrounding states, and could not see why a simple transfer station would cost so much.  He added that the designs he had seen cost far less than that proposed by Mr. Darabi, and he could foresee that the County’s revenue from solid waste tipping fees would be snatched away in one building.  Commissioner Udell asked that the transfer station not be built until there were agreements with the various surrounding counties that made the building worthwhile.

Chairman Poole stated that a workshop on July 30th was sufficient, and if the landfill was closed before a final proposal was completed, the County could always haul waste outside of the County.

Commissioner Udell stated that the transfer station would not be feasible if the surrounding counties did not commit to transport their waste to Suwannee County.  He felt that there were several problems that needed to be addressed before a decision to be made.

Commissioner Hatch moved to hold the solid waste workshop at 1:30 p.m. on July 30th (tentatively at City Hall).  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers thanked the Board for finally mentioning the same problems that he had brought to their attention in previous months.  The motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was a request for discussion, with possible Board action, to establish a separate Trust Fund Account for revenues generated from the one-cent and five cents gas tax.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the public felt that the Board would not adhere to their original designs in dealing with the additional gas taxes.  He suggested setting up two funds, one for the one-cent tax and the second for the five-cents gas tax, to be used to pave County roads.

After questioning by Chairman Poole, Mrs. Bronson responded that the State told the counties how to set up their accounts.

Commissioner Hatch moved to have the Clerk’s Office find out how the State would set up the accounts.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Mr. Wooley mentioned that the Auditor General of the State of Florida specified where the funds would be deposited, and the County had no leeway in where the funds would be placed.

Commissioner Udell suggested that the Board should fairly distribute the gas tax among the five County districts.

Commissioner Udell motioned to distribute the gas tax money based on 1/5 for each district.  Chairman Poole stated that the motion did not concern the agenda item and should be stricken.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the revenue would be easily seen on the greenbar sheets.  Mrs. Bronson stated that the money would be in its own line item that was easily seen on the greenbar.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.

Item A was discussed prior to agenda item ten.

B) Discuss extending the 90-day moratorium on adult entertainment.

Commissioner Udell moved to extend the 90-day moratorium on adult entertainment.  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  Commissioner Udell wondered how the Board could make sure that such entertainment was not being done anyway.  Discussion ensued on various commercial and non-commercial businesses around the County that had the potential to extend into the adult entertainment field.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Wooley discussed the potential purchase of the Mizell’s property across from the jail.  He suggested that Mr. Sikes work out an estimate on the necessary environmental audit with Mr. Darabi.

The Board agreed to do so.

Chairman Poole called a recess at 3:22 p.m., to return at 4:00 p.m.

4:01 p.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to approve amendments to the following funds for Fiscal Year 2002 Budget:

a) General Revenue

b) Fire Protection

c) Solid Waste Disposal

d) Renovation/Construction

e) Road & Bridge

Clerk Dasher approached the podium and stated that there were several amendments that the Board had been able to look at.  He then read the advertisement for the budget amendments and asked the Board to approve the amendments.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if an increase in the budget meant that the County had overspent its budget.  Clerk Dasher responded that some of the amended budgets were for projects, such as the EOC station, that had not been budgeted for the year but were part of the division of the SunTrust money.

Commissioner Caruthers asked about clarification for the additional $10,526 in revenue.  Clerk Dasher responded that the additional revenue from the Title IV grant and the Mallory Swamp Fire in Lafayette County, and had already been disbursed to the volunteer firefighters.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the item.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  After clarification that public comments were needed first, Commissioner Taylor withdrew his second, and Commissioner Hatch withdrew his motion.

Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.

There were none, and Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the item (to approve amendments to the following funds for Fiscal Year 2002 Budget: General Revenue, Fire Protection, Solid Waste Disposal, Renovation/Construction, and Road & Bridge).  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole called a short recess at 4:07 p.m. to sign the budget resolution and amendments.
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Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Invoice No. 02-255-01-01 in the amount of $25,710.33 to Darabi and Associates, Inc. for consulting engineer services in the permitting and design of transfer station and tour of Clay County Transfer Station with commissioner and staff.  (Tabled at June 18, 2002 Board meeting). 

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve payment of Invoice No. 02-255-01-01 in the amount of $25,710.33 to Darabi and Associates, Inc. for consulting engineer services in the permitting and design of transfer station and tour of Clay County Transfer Station with commissioner and staff.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Sikes stated that there was another bill for approximately $30,000 from Mr. Darabi to be brought up at the next regular meeting.

Chairman Poole reminded the Board of the annual dinner at Representative Dwight Stansel’s home to be held later in the evening.  He added that he had learned a great deal at the annual Florida Association of Counties conference.

Commissioner Taylor stated that this past year had probably seen the best exchange of ideas at the annual FAC conference during his tenure as commissioner.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Poole adjourned the meeting at 4:22 p.m.

____________________________

JERRY POOLE, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

________________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_________________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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