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June 18, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. and called upon Sheriff Alton K. “Al” Williams to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

The following items on the agenda were consent agenda items:
The first item on the agenda was to approve minutes of the May 28, 2002 meeting.


The second item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoice numbers 2002-429 through 2002-453, totaling $1,632,819.94.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

APPROVED ON 06-18-02

	FUND
	
	
	AMOUNT

	
	
	
	

	1
	GENERAL FUND
	$
	476,768.13

	112
	HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
	$
	324,500.00

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	$
	347,066.96

	118
	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	$
	158.50

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	$
	13,956.37

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	$
	0.00

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	$
	0.00

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	$
	25,034.49

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	$
	0.00

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	$
	4,069.43

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	$
	0.00

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	$
	0.00

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	$
	135,716.74

	159
	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	$
	0.00

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	$
	52,718.72

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	$
	35,553.89

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	$
	27,535.97

	191
	CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
	$
	0.00

	205
	AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
	$
	0.00

	251
	RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
	$
	0.00

	351
	RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
	$
	109,003.62

	371
	STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
	$
	0.00

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	$
	31,927.78

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	$
	48,809.34

	
	
	
	

	
	BATCHES 2002-429 - 453
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	$
	1,632,819.94


The third item on the agenda was to approve payment of Invoice No. 02-255-01-01 in the amount of $25,710.33 to Darabi and Associates, Inc. for consulting engineering services in the permitting and design of the Suwannee County Transfer Station and tour of the Clay County Transfer Station with the commissioner and staff.

Commissioner Caruthers asked about question marks placed on the invoice and asked Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, if he was comfortable with the invoice, since it was for work done prior to Mr. Sikes’ arrival as Public Works Director.  Mr. Sikes responded that there was nothing out of line that he saw in the invoice.  He added that the Board had authorized Mr. Darabi to design the transfer station, and this was part of the process.  Mr. Sikes then stated that the first meeting in July would probably see a request to advertise for bids to build the transfer station, but there were questions about a signed contract between the Board and Waste Management, Inc.  He stated that if the Board had indeed decided to build a transfer station, this invoice, and others, was part of the natural flow of the process.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested proceeding with caution, as there was no signed contract with Waste Management, Inc.  He further added that if indeed the transfer station was as cost-effective as Mr. Darabi stated, he wondered why private enterprises within the County had not repeatedly asked for or built a transfer station.  Commissioner Caruthers felt that there would be more invoices from Mr. Darabi in the future on this project.

Mr. Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that there were budget concerns on item three, and suggested taking it off the consent agenda and allow the Clerk of Courts to discuss the issue further.

The fourth item on the agenda was to approve payment of an invoice in the amount of $104,379.00 to York International Corporation for the chiller for the Jail.

The fifth item on the agenda was to appoint William F. Connor to complete Delmar Barrett’s term on the Zoning Board of Adjustment & Planning and Zoning Board.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the aforementioned agenda items one, two, four, and five as corrected.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The following items on the agenda were General Business items:

County Attorney Airth suggested that item three should be placed on the emergency additional agenda item.

Deputy Clerk Tyson suggested placing it with the Clerk’s report.

Commissioner Udell moved to bring item three up during the Clerk’s report.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Hatch stated that he had received a letter from the Florida Association of Counties concerning water supply issues.  He stated that he had been selected to serve on a water supply committee of commissioners throughout the State and would bring his information to the Board.

Commissioner Udell asked if there would be some move to pump water from North Florida to South Florida in the next legislative session.  Commissioner Hatch responded that the urban areas of Florida have overwhelmed the smaller counties within the Florida legislature, and this was indeed an issue again.

Commissioner Udell stated that a recent newspaper article suggested that with Orange County’s growth, they would be out of drinking water within five years.  He suggested that if the larger counties wished to take natural resources from the smaller counties, they should pay for them.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the apparent assumption from the larger counties in South Florida was that North Florida had plenty of water.  He foresaw the issue evolving into conflict between those counties with water and those with more legislative votes.

Commissioner Taylor stated that he was proud to see activity on C.R. 137 and other areas in the north end of the County.

Commissioner Udell thanked the Maintenance Department for their work on the County Office Building and suggested a cookout for them in appreciation of their hard work that had saved the County untold amounts of money.

Chairman Poole thanked Commissioner Hatch for filling in as Vice-Chairman while Chairman Poole was on vacation.

The seventh item on the agenda was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.

Clerk of Court Kenneth Dasher approached the podium and submitted handouts to the Board.  He thanked them for allowing the Maintenance Department to begin work on the former Commissioners’ Room in the Courthouse to convert it into office space for the Clerk’s Office.  Clerk Dasher stated that the budget preparation for Fiscal Year 2002-2003 was in progress and a tentative budget should be ready in the near future, and money needed to be in the bank before the Board spent money.  He stated that the Board was the final approval for all budgets within County government.  Last year, it was agreed that quarterly budget reviews needed to be made with regular budget amendments as needed, but without funding for his Finance Department (serving as budget office), it has been difficult to perform the work.  Clerk Dasher stated that because of his Finance Department’s work, there have been many improvements to the budget, and needed permission to advertise to adopt budget amendments for the present budget.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the budget amendments could be adopted in a regular Board meeting.  Clerk Dasher responded that they could be done at a regular meeting, as long as there was a budget hearing.  Finance Director Leeta Bronson added that the hearings must be held after 4 p.m.

Clerk Dasher stated that it was not required by law to hold public hearings before adopting budget amendments, but he strongly recommended them to allow the public a chance to discuss the issue.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested hold the public hearing at the next regular Board meeting on July 2nd.

Discussion ensued on when and how to hold the public hearing.

County Attorney Airth stated that it was not necessary to hold a public hearing, nor was it necessary to hold the hearing at 4 p.m.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that for the public’s sake, that it be held at 4 p.m. or soon thereafter.

Commissioner Taylor suggested holding the public hearing on the budget amendments as soon as possible on July 2nd.  Clerk Dasher responded that the public should have a chance to hear the issue, since it involved over $135,000 in funds.

Commissioner Hatch moved to advertise to hold a public hearing on budget amendments at 4 p.m. on July 2nd.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Clerk Dasher stated that he had reported on the County’s financial situation since becoming Clerk, and had attempted to stay out of telling the Board what to do with their money.  However, as auditor of the Board, Clerk Dasher had to abide by Florida Statutes in making sure that expenditures were spent according to the budget and not overspent.  He stated that he wished to discuss the Board’s repeated overexpenditures of funds.  Clerk Dasher stated that he disagreed with Mr. Richard Powell’s assessment of the Board’s financial status that they did not yet meet the status of being in a Financial Emergency.  Clerk Dasher stated that according to Florida Statute 218.503, the Board could meet the definition of a Financial Emergency, as in the last two years the Board had spent some $2.5 million more than was budgeted.  He stated that the Board could not afford to keep spending as they have been, and the solid waste transfer station was one of the items that was not in the current budget.  As such, there were not sufficient funds to build the station without having budget amendments and determining that the station would indeed meet revenue requirements.  Clerk Dasher stated that the Board must decide whether or not the transfer station as planned made economic sense.  He added that another problem was budget dumping, in which departments spent a large amount of money at the end of each fiscal year.  Clerk Dasher added that only the Board could stop budget dumping. 

Commissioner Hatch asked if there were any other high-cost items besides the transfer station that were not included in the current budget.  Clerk Dasher responded that there were several, including budget dumping, paving side roads while doing a large paving job, and others.

Commissioner Hatch asked the Clerk that he make the Board aware of any money spent that was not budgeted.

Clerk Dasher stated that budget dumping was not illegal, but was not wise in the County’s financial situation.

Commissioner Udell stated that his analysis of Mr. Powell’s assessments was similar to Clerk Dasher’s.  He also felt that money was spent outside of the budget, and hoped that the Board could work within the budget for Fiscal Year 2002-2003 and not do anything that was not budgeted.  Commissioner Udell then discussed previous budgets and strongly suggested working within the budget next year.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that his understanding from Mr. Powell was that for the Board to declare a financial emergency, the Hospital Fund money would be spent first.  He also asked what should be done for agenda item three, which was not budgeted.  Clerk Dasher responded that the Board should not spend the money.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that it was for work done at the Board’s authorization.  Clerk Dasher responded that there was no budget or contract allowing Mr. Darabi to do the work, and suggested that a budget amendment be approved before spending the money out of the solid waste fund.

Mrs. Bronson stated that the bill was part of the proposed budget amendments.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the Board should pay Mr. Darabi now, then amend the budget, or amend the budget before paying Mr. Darabi.

Mr. Sikes stated that the transfer station costs were taken out of the solid waste reserve fund.

Mrs. Bronson stated that the costs were actually taken out of the solid waste disposal fund.

Chairman Poole felt that Mr. Darabi could wait until the first meeting in July.

Commissioner Udell felt that the amendments should be done before paying Mr. Darabi.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to table payment of Invoice No. 02-255-01-01 in the amount of $25,710.33 to Darabi and Associates, Inc. for consulting engineering services in the permitting and design of the Suwannee County Transfer Station and tour of the Clay County Transfer Station with the commissioner and staff, until the budget amendments were completed.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the Board had looked at the revenue trend, although this year, things had changed.  He suggested instead that the Board should project revenue in a manner that would continue County government, with unanticipated revenue shared among the various departments.

Clerk Dasher thanked the Board for their cooperation in financial matters.

Chairman Poole suggested that the Board use the greenbar financial sheets provided to the Board, as it would help them determine the County’s finances. 

The eighth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, discussing regular budget meetings he had attended in conjunction with the Clerk’s Office.  He stated that there were several areas in which the Board had made expenditures, but it did not show up in the greenbar sheets.  He discussed the Board’s tendency to spend money over budget in side projects.  Mr. Wooley also discussed the appraisal and possible purchase of the Mizell property across from the jail.  He suggested an environmental audit on the property to ascertain if there were any harmful chemicals in the ground that would need to be addressed before the Board purchased the property.  Mr. Wooley also expressed concerns with Mr. Darabi’s transfer station proposal, as he did not feel that there was enough revenue to allow the station to operate.  He also expressed other concerns with solid waste, including franchise fees and other such items.  Mr. Wooley then discussed several aspects of his job and what he had told the Board that he would do when he was hired.


Commissioner Udell asked if Mr. Wooley would rather have Board action to make budgetary constraints.  Mr. Wooley responded that he would like to have a clear direction from the Board concerning policies like budget dumping and properly budgeted expenditures.


 Several Commissioners spoke against budget dumping and stated it would not be tolerated and assured Mr. Wooley that he and Department Directors should on behalf of the Board exercise control over any such attempts by any County Departments. 


Commissioner Udell suggested that the Board should reassure Mr. Wooley that the Board was behind Mr. Wooley’s attempt to advise the Board and control expenses in County government.


Clerk Dasher addressed the use of Infrastructure Surtax Referendum funds in the current budget in order to balance it. And, that as the Auditor-Financial Officer, it was his opinion at the time and still remains his position that the funds were misappropriated when placed in the General Fund and he did not plan to issue checks on the expenditures of those funds for the General Budget Operation.  He advised those funds account for $231,000 in the General Fund that will not be expended when available funding reaches that level.


Chairman Poole called a recess at 10:15 a.m.

10:28 p.m.


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order and moved to Item No. 11 (see item No. 11)


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, made his staff report.  Mr. Sikes addressed the Budget and the issue of budget dumping.  He pointed out that typically some purchases such as equipment are postponed until latter in the budget year to insure that emergencies do not arise that would break the budget and funds will be available through most of the year.  Mr. Sikes asked direction on spending and the policy of postponing budgeted large equipment purchases until the end of the budget year in light of the budget dumping issue and the directive to not spend unless absolutely necessary.  Discussion ensued on planned budgeted purchases verses budget dumping just to expend all available yearly funding.  The Board acknowledged that it is wise to postpone large capital equipment purchases to later in the budget year to allow for unforeseen emergencies during the year.


Mr. Sikes addressed the status of CR137 and the delays created by the County’s actions and inactions. He advised the paving contractor Anderson Columbia was seeking compensation for the delays in their performing the contracted work.  Mr. Sikes explained the fluctuations in the price of asphalt and how DOT made calculations and allowances.  The Board decided that it would consider the proposal to settle the delay issue by using the pricing adjustment for asphalt, which would likely be a less costly settlement.  There is a $69,993 price adjustment at this time based on the DOT indexing method.  As the project proceeds, the index will be calculated monthly and the price adjustment could go up or down.  Mr. Sikes also addressed the engineering on CR137, which designed the removal of the crown in the roadway.  He advised this was undesirable and not safe construction.  He asked for a zero dollar change order to redesign the road at the engineer’s expense to replace the crown effect to the roadway which should not have been removed.  He noted it would require yet more work on the part of the Road Department to adjust the limerock placed for the widening.


Chairman Poole announced that the Board had an executive session with their attorney scheduled at 11: 00 and he would like to continue with Mr. Sikes after lunch.


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, gave a brief staff report.  He advised there was a mediation scheduled for the suit with the City of Live Oak regarding Recycling Funds, and needed the Board to appoint a mediator for it’s representative in the process.  Chairman Poole appointed  the Chairman or Vice-Chairman to represent the Board in the mediation.  It was not stated which individual would actually attend.


At 10:58 a.m., the Chairman recessed the regular meeting to convene the scheduled executive session pursuant to Chapter 286.011(8) Florida Statutes, to discuss the Wausau lawsuit. In attendance at the executive session were the five Commissioners, County Attorney Airth, and County Coordinator John Wooley.  Mr. Leo Powell was in attendance as the court reporter (a sealed transcript of the executive session was delivered to the Clerk to be included in the minutes at the conclusion of litigation).


The executive session ended at 11:07 a.m.  

11:07 a.m.


Chairman Poole briefly called the meeting back to order and simultaneously recessed for lunch until 1:00 p.m.

1:02 p.m.


Chairman Poole called the regular meeting back to order.


Chairman Poole announced that on item No. 2 of the consent agenda, payment of invoices, Commissioner Udell discovered there was an invoice/payment made out to his business and he wished to declare a conflict of interest and withdraw his vote in approving the payment of invoices.



Chairman Poole returned to Mr. Sikes’ staff report at 1:04 p.m.  


Commissioner Caruthers commented that the Board was over a barrel regarding the delay of the Contractor on CR137, as there has been a delay.  He also pointed out that the delay has been caused by the county’s contracted engineer due to problems and corrections that should have not been necessary were the engineer doing his job.  He pointed out that when problems were first noticed Mr. Darabi the engineer assured the Board that the road would be paved by the contractor at the bid and awarded price.  He also stated that if the proposed asphalt index adjustment would settle the issue he would support itd, but he did not wish to have an open end agreement on the adjustment and wished to have a set figure so that the contractor did not latter ask for more money.


Commissioner Taylor also voiced his concern with whom and what caused the delay and thought the engineer should bear the responsibility.


Commissioner Hatch acknowledged that Commissioner Caruthers had pointed out problems with the initial bid and design and the Board had ignored his concerns.  He stated there has been a series of mismanagement on this and other projects, which ultimately is the responsibility of the Board. Commissioner Hatch acknowledged that Commissioner Caruthers has a demonstrated knowledge concerning road construction and the Board should pay more attention to his concerns and advice in the future.


Commissioner Caruthers stated he would propose a motion making the $69,993 and no cost redesign by the engineer as a solution to the construction delay issue. Commissioner Taylor made a second.


Mr. Sikes reiterated that the $69,993 was not a firm figure, as the DOT index calculations will change during construction.


Mr. Airth reminded the Board they were in staff reports and motions or actions should not be entertained.



Commissioner Taylor withdrew his second and Commissioner Caruthers withdrew his motion.  


Commissioner Caruthers moved to address this CR137 issue under emergency additional agenda items and Commissioner Taylor made a second. The motion carried unanimously to add this issue to the additional agenda item.


Chairman Poole called on Sheriff Alton K. Williams to make a report to the Board.  


Sheriff Williams reported he had attended a meeting for the Florida Coalition for Safe Highways in Washington D.C. on behalf of the Sheriff’s Association.  He addressed HR 31-32 the Safe Highways and Infrastructure Preservation Act.  The act freezes semi trailer lengths at 53 feet and 80,000 pounds gross weight.  He noted his purpose for attending was from the safety aspect.  He noted that there is a movement to raise the weight limits and allowance of triple trailers.  He noted a large truck at current weights does more damage to the highway than 9,000 passenger vehicles.  He also stated studies have shown that the trucks do not pay their share of taxes for road repair relative to the damage they cause to the roadways and bridges.


General discussion of the issues ensued regarding types of highways involved, trailer lengths and weights.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.


The ninth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 15, Emergency Agenda Items. 

A. CR137 cost adjustment with Anderson Columbia as the contractor, Jerry Sikes.

B. Grant modification for Emergency Management  with DCA for weapons of mass destruction response training. Murel McDonald.

Commissioner Hatch moved to add these two items to the additional agenda to be heard under Item No. 15.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The tenth item on the agenda was Public Concerns or Comments.

Mr. George Fuller commented on county building and remodeling projects and the need to bid the projects out to get ideas of true cost and savings by doing it with county staff.

The eleventh item on the agenda was for Nancy K. Nydam, Court Administrator – Third Judicial Circuit of Florida, to request the Board to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Suwannee County Ordinance 95-05 to increase the fee from $15 to $30 on any petition for modification of a final judgement of dissolution of marriage filed in Suwannee County. Goldie Hudson of the court Administrator’s Office presented the issue and asked for approval.

Commissioner Udell asked if this would include raising the fees on indigents, which the Board is required to pay.  Ms. Hudson advised it would not as the Clerk can waive the indigent fees.  Ms. Leeta Bronson of the Clerk’s Office advised she was not aware of the Clerk’s Office waiving any fees.

Commissioner Hatch moved to hold a public hearing on July 16th,  2002  at 7:00 p.m., Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion to advertise to hold the public hearing carried unanimously.

The Chairman returned to staff reports, Mr. Sikes, Public Works Director.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request for appointment of Ronald Meeks as Interim Planning & Zoning Director. Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director.  Ms. Mixon advised interim was a misnomer, but Mr. Meeks is currently working out of class and is still only part time with Ms. Odom on maternity leave.  She suggested that with Ms. Odom still holding the position while on leave, some adjustment needed to be made for Mr. Meeks.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested there is a policy in place and this sounds like a department head decision that does not need to be before the Board.

Mr. Wooley pointed out that the reason it is before the Board is due to budget issues, as the issue will involve funding that is not budgeted or apparently available form zoning revenues.

Commissioner Hatch after some clarification on terminology moved to appoint Mr. Meeks as acting zoning director.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was at 11:00 a.m., hold an Executive Session, pursuant to Chapter 286.011(8) Florida Statutes, to discuss the Wausau lawsuit.  This item was addressed  earlier between the Staff Reports.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was a request to schedule a workshop for discussion of timelines and procedures for increasing the MSBU for Fire and EMS.  (Hal A. Airth, County Attorney)  Mr. Airth explained the items as self-explanatory, and the Board needs to schedule a workshop.  

Commissioner Hatch asked what kind of timelines and dates the Board was working with.  

Mr. Airth advised that as a practical matter the dates for adding or increasing MSBU assessments had passed for this year.

Mr. Airth expounded on some of the procedures that must be accomplished that could not be accomplished by the drop-dead dates.

A date for a workshop was discussed.  Commissioner Hatch stated he would like to see some firm timelines and for someone to be responsible for insuring that the processes are executed to meet those timelines in the coming year and not miss it again.

Commissioner Udell questioned Mr. Airth on the legalities of some of the proposed MSBU issues and if he would be prepared to advise the Board accordingly.  Mr. Airth advised he would be ready.

Commissioner Udell moved to set the workshop on MSBUs for July 30, 2002 at 10:00 a.m.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole called a recess at 1:55 p.m.

2:02 p.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.

a. CR137 cost adjustment with Anderson Columbia as the contractor, Jerry Sikes.  

Commissioner Hatch moved to settle the CR 137 and CR349 construction delay issue by approving and not to exceed the DOT Indexing Calculations of asphalt price increases involved in the project, and to approve a zero cost change order to the engineer for redesign to replace the crown in the roadway.  Commissioner Caruthers made a second.  Motion carried unanimously.

b. Grant modification for Emergency Management  with DCA for weapons of mass destruction response training. Murel McDonald.  Mr. McDonald stated he was requesting a time limit extension on the grant.  Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the modification as requested, Commissioner Hatch seconded, and asked if this was a reimbursement type grant.  Mr. McDonald advised it is a reimbursement type.  Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch moved to recess.  Motion died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Udell asked about his vote on invoices.  Mr. Airth stated the issue had already been dealt with.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to recess until 5:30 p.m.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

5:32 p.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of Evaluation and Appraisal Report related amendments to the Comprehensive Plan.

Lowell Garrett, Senior Planner – Local Government Planning, North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, addressed the Board.  Mr. Garrett presented the Board with the Comprehensive Plan Evaluation and Appraisal Report along with changes and comments that had been made to the original draft, and discussed the contents in brief.  Mr. Garret passed around a roster for signatures of those in attendance.  

At 5:53 p.m., Chairman Poole opened the floor for public comments. There were none, and public comments was closed. 

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the Evaluation and Appraisal Report related amendments to the Comprehensive Plan. Commissioner Caruthers seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch moved to recess until 7:00 p.m.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole recessed the meeting at 5:56 p.m.
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7:00 p.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Chapter 70 “Taxation and Finance” of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County, Florida, by amending Article IV; providing for severability; providing for inclusion in the Codified Ordinances; and providing an effective date. (Ord. No.2002-15).

County Coordinator John Wooley explained that when the codified ordinances were adopted in 1998, a 1993 ordinance was inadvertently omitted and the pending action was to correct and include the ordinance in the code.  The floor was opened for public comment and as there was none, public comment was closed.

Commissioner Udell moved for approval as requested, and Commissioner Hatch made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 


The eighteenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to recover $0.05 of the second local option gas tax.


Commissioner Randy Hatch presented the issue and acknowledged that a month ago the board took no action on this same issue.  He related many constituents had encouraged him to revisit the issue and seek the five cent second local option gas tax.


At 7:08 Chairman Poole opened the floor for public comments.  Several citizens spoke in favor of approving the gas tax.  Several citizens then spoke against the gas tax and emphasized that the gas retailers have not been pocketing money that should have been collected as a tax and if this ordinance is passed, prices will increase at the gas pump. Some citizens questioned if roads will be paved and what plan for determining which roads will be followed.


Commissioner Caruthers commented on his plan for road paving and priorities in his district. 


Commissioner Hatch commented on his belief that gas prices are competitive and comparative between Columbia and Suwannee Counties and the fact that Columbia County is collecting the six cents in taxes already should indicate more money is going into the pocket of the Suwannee County Retailers.  What everyone’s relative cost and overhead might be is questionable , but the price is comparative at the pump and Columbia already charges more in tax.


Discussion ensued regarding why the issue is being heard again instead of placing the matter on a referendum ballot as was sated previously.


Public comment was closed at 7:44 p.m.


Commissioner Udell commented on the cost of fuel paid by distributors at the gas terminal.  Discussion of cost and overhead continued. Commissioner Hatch questioned why either retailer’s overhead seems to be higher in Suwannee County or why prices seem to be relatively the same even though more tax is paid in Columbia County. 


The Commissioners continued discussion on the need to pave roads, the disparity in gas prices between counties and the difference in the amount of gas tax paid, and the absence of a firm paving plan to use any additional gas tax money.


At 8:18 p.m. Chairman Poole recessed for a break.

8:32 p.m.


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.


The possibility or likelihood of the five cents gas tax passing on referendum was discussed.  Several commissioners commented they believe the issue would pass, but they were elected to make tough decisions and they were ready to make it.


Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the proposed five cents second local option gas tax and restrict the use of the funds generated therefrom to paving of roads.  Commissioner Udell made a second.  Commissioner Caruthers questioned statutory restrictions or use of the funds but there was no clear answer.  The motion carried in a 4-1 vote, with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 8:46 p.m.

____________________________

JERRY POOLE, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

________________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_________________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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