Book 32, Page 232
June 4, 2002

City Hall

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m., and called Mr. Johnny Wooley, County Coordinator, to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

The first item on the agenda was to approve advertising to hold a public hearing on Tuesday, June 18, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. to consider adoption of an ordinance to recover up to five cents under the second local option gas tax.

Commissioner Hatch stated that there had already been one public hearing, but many citizens were not able to attend the meeting.  He stated that after discussing the issue with his constituents, he had been directed to make a decision.

Commissioner Hatch moved to advertise to hold a public hearing on Tuesday, June 18, 2002 at 7:00 p.m. to consider adoption of an ordinance to recover up to five cents under the second local option gas tax.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers reminded the Board that the decision had been made to bring the item up on a referendum, and County Attorney Airth had been directed to research the issue.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that the people should make the decision.  Commissioner Udell stated that he respected Commissioner Caruthers’ concerns, but the Board had the authority to use the funds as they saw fit.  Discussion ensued on the date and time of the meeting, and Commissioner Caruthers suggested that the regular meeting on that date be held earlier in the day to allow sufficient time for the public hearing.  The motion to advertise carried 4-1, with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.


The following items on the agenda were Consent items:

The second item on the agenda was to approve minutes of the meeting held on May 21, 2002.

The third item on the agenda was to approve payment of invoice batch numbers 2002-404 through 2002-428, totaling $1,089,698.96.
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FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
360,529.53

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
33,158.29

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
9,970.00

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
10,593.38

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
3,052.34

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
0.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
12,484.95

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
2,337.33

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
0.00

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
103,393.97

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
58,406.24

172
RECREATION FUND
$
32,183.89

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
16,560.93

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
368,229.97

351
RENOVATIONS/CONSTRUCTION FUND
$
2,972.46

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
14,301.49

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
61,524.19







BATCHES 2002-404 - 428




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,089,698.96

The fourth item on the agenda was to adopt a resolution supporting an amendment to the State Constitution to repeal the provision that requires the development and operation of a statewide high-speed rail system.  (See Resolution No. 2002-36)

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the aforementioned agenda items.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Commissioner Udell pointed out that on the page referenced as page 50, it was stated that there had been no answer to a question from Mr. Lester Frier, although he remembered giving one.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that on the page referenced as 8, “additional depositions” needed to be changed to, “additional dates for depositions,” as the Commissioners had not been deposed.  He also stated that on the page referenced as 36 and following, Mr. Dale Hellman should be spelled Hellemn.  After research, the Deputy Clerk made the suggested changes concerning Mr. Hellemn and the dates for depositions, but on the page referenced as 50, no response was given to Mr. Frier’s question.  The motion to approve the consent agenda items carried unanimously.


The following items on the agenda were General Business items:

The fifth item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Commissioner Udell stated that present at the meeting were members of the Girls’ Suwannee Stars athletic team.  He added that they plan to attend All-Star and State Tournaments, but they needed $2,200.  Commissioner Udell asked that each commissioner, the County Attorney, County Coordinator, Public Works Director, and Clerk of Court donate $100 each to help the team go to the Tournaments.

The Board agreed to donate $100 each.

County Attorney Airth suggested that Commissioner Udell contact the Live Oak City Council to see if they would also donate.

Commissioner Udell stated that there were problems with the visibility of signage on C. R. 248 pertaining to load limits.  He asked that the signs be clearly posted.

Commissioner Hatch felt that the road did not have a load limit.

Mr. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, did not think that secondary roads had load limits any more.

Chairman Poole stated that unless people had business on C. R. 248, they should be using the County’s primary roads.

Commissioner Hatch clarified that C. R. 248 was a bypass around Branford, keeping large vehicles away from school zones and other areas in downtown Branford.  He strongly urged that the vehicles be allowed to continue using C. R. 248 as a bypass.

Discussion ensued on the advantages and disadvantages of using bypasses around Branford and Live Oak.

Commissioner Taylor took time now to compliment the Girls’ Suwannee Stars and their parents and guardians who participated in school activities.

Commissioner Udell asked if there was any way to determine load limits on County roads.  Mr. Sikes responded that secondary roads normally did not have load limits.  He suggested addressing the issue on a countywide basis instead of a road-by-road basis.

Commissioner Udell agreed with Mr. Sikes’ suggestion to look at the entire County road system.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that the problem with load limits was enforcement of the laws in conjunction with the Department of Transportation.  He stated that there were several problems with load limits that needed to be addressed.  Commissioner Caruthers also stated that prior to the 911 Addressing System, private citizens bought signs for their roads.  After the 911 System, which replaced the named roads with numbers, there were requests to add the prior names of the road to the 911 Addressing.  He asked what the policy would be regarding placing names on the roads.

Chairman Poole stated that the named roads still had 911 numbering addresses, but simply had another name placed above the street or road numbered sign.

County Attorney Airth suggested that the issue be handed over to the Public Works Director and 911 Addressing, as the renaming could lead to problems in responding to emergency calls.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that his constituents understood that the roads will retain their 911 designation for emergency purposes.

County Attorney Airth suggested that a written policy be enacted before making decisions.

Mr. George Fuller read out of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County, stating that roads could not have duplicate names.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that the Board was apparently in violation of their own ordinances when the Board named 264th Street as Donald Odom Drive.

Chairman Poole stated that a shipment of furniture and other items from Palm Beach County had arrived yesterday.  He also stated that at noon on June 11, there would be a fish fry in conjunction with the Live Oak City Council.  Chairman Poole stated that he would be on vacation at the time, and asked that Commissioner Hatch as Vice-Chairman attend.

Commissioner Caruthers reminded the Board that there was a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. in Live Oak anyway, so Commissioner Hatch should already be in town.

The sixth item on the agenda was for a representative from the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court to present a report.

Clerk of Court Kenneth Dasher approached the podium and discussed the County’s financial situation.  He stated that the County had $1.1 million more in revenues than expenses so far this fiscal year.  Clerk Dasher added that compared to last fiscal year, the County had $2.2 million less in revenue, but $2.45 million less in expenses, for a net gain.  He stated that if the trend continued as it had this year, the County would have some $500,000 more in expenses than revenue.  Clerk Dasher added that 92% of ad valorem taxes had been received.  Clerk Dasher stated that his office would be holding briefings with each County Department to discuss the budget for the upcoming fiscal year, and asked that one of the commissioners be present at the meetings.

Commissioner Udell asked if there had been any discussion of designating a certain amount of mils for each department’s budget, which was similar to what Alachua County did.  Clerk Dasher responded that the Board was the decision-maker that designates where the money would be spent.

Commissioner Udell asked if there had been any thought to that type of designation by mils, as there would be no jockeying for funding.  Clerk Dasher responded that it was the Board’s decision, but he had not given any thought to designating money by the mil system.

Commissioner Udell suggested looking at the present budget to determine the amount of millage rate required to raise the necessary funding for each County Department.  He stated that it would be easier for the Board, as they would not have to spend long hours determining which department should get what amount of funding.

Commissioner Hatch stated that he wanted to have a designated funding source for each department, and suggested a similar method or one encompassing the millage rate percentage system as used by Alachua County.  He suggested detailed information to inform the public where their money was being spent.

Chairman Poole stated that he had no problem with meeting with Clerk Dasher and the County Coordinator.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he was also available on most days for meetings.

Chairman Poole stated that he would serve on the committee, but if unable to do so, he would contact Commissioner Caruthers.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested receiving information on the budget meetings when he was not present.  He also stated that it was customary that engineer’s requests for payment be placed on the consent agenda as individual items, as there was an instance of a significant draw that was not placed on the consent agenda.

Clerk Dasher stated that for all bids such as the ones to be opened later in the meeting, the Clerk of Courts Office was the designated drop-off point.  He stated, however, that one bid had been sent to the Road Department.

Chairman Poole asked if the bid was received at the Clerk’s Office by the deadline.  Clerk Dasher responded that it was not, as his office received it this morning.

Chairman Poole stated that the Board had one time in the past accepted a bid after the deadline, which caused problems.

Clerk Dasher stated that it was up to the Board to make a decision, but he wished to report what had happened.

Chairman Poole stated that the Board would make a decision during the agenda item that would open the bids.

Mr. Sikes stated that the bid was received on Monday (before the deadline), but he was not made aware of it until this morning.

Commissioner Hatch asked if the Board sent out clear instructions as to where to submit the bids.  It was agreed that clear instructions were given out to each bidder as to where to submit them.

The seventh item on the agenda was Staff Reports.


John G. Wooley, County Coordinator, stated that he was not ready to discuss renovations to the Building Department.  He complimented the Clerk of Court on his readiness to furnish information to the various offices.  Mr. Wooley added that there was a budget trim workshop on June 21st that would be given by the Department of Revenue.  He added that it was very important to comply with the trim notices, as it could affect the State’s revenue sharing with the County.  Mr. Wooley stated that there had been significant budget changes over the previous few years, and it was possible there would be additional changes.  He stated that there was a problem with accessory buildings and their permitting, and the County had requested a ruling from the Department of State on how to handle the situation.


Commissioner Caruthers stated that agriculture-related accessory buildings would be exempt from the new building codes.


Mr. Wooley stated that the original intent of the Board had been for agriculture-related buildings to be exempt from building codes.  He stated that there had been instances in which accessory buildings were converted into other uses.  Mr. Wooley thanked the Board for the donation of Palm Beach County’s furniture.


Commissioner Hatch asked if the Board required an accessory building permit that was free.  Mr. Wooley responded that there were free permits for accessory buildings, but there were problems with the legalities of using the present building code.


Commissioner Taylor suggested that the annual inspection by the Property Appraiser could detect changes to accessory buildings.  Mr. Wooley responded that there had been good cooperation between the Property Appraiser, Sheriff’s Office, and County Office.


Deputy Clerk Tyson suggested that the Board look at item twelve, which was to open bids at 10:00 a.m.


Chairman Poole moved to agenda item twelve.

The twelfth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be considered, to open bids for the hauling of limerock and/or fill dirt with 10-wheeler trucks as needed from the County mine or various stockpiles in the County.


Mrs. Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, approached the podium.  There were five bids, two from the same company.


County Attorney Airth asked for the specifications for submitting bids.  Mrs. Mixon responded that the advertisement was to deliver the bids at the cashier’s window of the Clerk of Courts Office.


County Attorney Airth stated that the bid in question that was submitted to the Road Department was therefore not in compliance with the bid specifications.


Mrs. Mixon then opened the other bids.

The first bid was from S. R. Davis Trucking of Live Oak, but had not been submitted to the proper location.  It was therefore returned unopened.

The first properly submitted bid was from Don’s Septic and Fill, Inc., of Live Oak.  Their bid was $40 per hour.

The second bid was also from Don’s Septic and Fill, Inc., of Live Oak.  Their bid was $45 per hour.  Mrs. Mixon stated that she would do further research on this bid to determine why there were two bids with different amounts from the same company.

The third bid was from Beaver Bulk, Inc., of Live Oak.  Their bid was $43 per hour.


The fourth bid was from Bagley Trucking, Inc., of Branford.  Their bid was $40 per hour.


Mrs. Mixon stated that the Bid Review Committee would research the bids and make a recommendation to the Board at a later time.


Chairman Poole continued with staff reports.


T. Jerry Sikes, Public Works Director, approached the podium and apologized for not having submitted Mr. Frank Darabi’s bill on the consent agenda.  He added that there was no need for Mr. Darabi to be present at every meeting, as the County was paying him each time he was present.


Commissioner Caruthers clarified that all engineers’ bills were specifically submitted as part of the agenda so that the public could easily know the amount without additional research, as it was plainly stated as part of the agenda.  Commissioner Caruthers thanked Mr. Sikes for not requiring Mr. Darabi to be present at every meeting of the Board, as there was no need to pay for his services if there were no items having to do with Mr. Darabi on the agenda.


Mr. Sikes continued his staff report and stated that his department was working or soon would be working on C.R. 349, C.R. 137, and Governor’s Street in Branford.  He apologized that the bid for limerock hauling submitted to his office was not given to the Clerk’s Office in a timely fashion, as his office staff was not aware of the requirement that the bids be delivered to the Clerk’s Office.


County Attorney Airth stated that it was the bidder’s responsibility to submit their bids to the correct office, and the Board did not hold Mr. Sikes or his department responsible.


Commissioner Taylor asked which end of C.R. 137 would be paved first.  Mr. Sikes responded that the north end would be started first.  He then elaborated on the repaving work.


Chairman Poole recognized Mr. John Hales, III, who was working on his Boy Scout merit badge, and asked him to come to the podium.


Mr. Hales, III stated that his merit badge required him to take notes of the County Commissioners’ meeting, and then he briefly summarized the Board’s actions so far in the meeting.


The Board thanked Mr. Hales, III for his achievement.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, submitted a written staff report and discussed it in detail.  He stated that he was still working on the flooding situation around the Branford Library, but had been unable to watch the water flow when it last rained because he was in a meeting.  Mr. Hales stated that he had received his budgets for the upcoming fiscal year, and had not requested any additional funding for the upcoming fiscal year.  He briefly described the summer programs at the Live Oak and Branford libraries and the Friends of the Library appreciation breakfast on July 2.


Chairman Poole thanked Mr. Hales for not raising his funding requirements for the upcoming year.


Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, reported on placing a question about gas taxes on the ballot that had been requested by the Board.  He stated that the Board could pass a resolution to do so or call a special election.  Mr. Airth also added that the County could not simply refuse to accept bids from companies who had filed a lawsuit against the County, but there were some instances in which the County could limit a company’s participation.  He stated that he would work with the County Coordinator to write a policy.


Commissioner Udell asked if a referendum for gas taxes could be placed on a ballot during regular elections.  County Attorney Airth responded that it could.


After questioning by Chairman Poole, County Attorney Airth clarified that if the gas tax were placed on a referendum, the County would not begin receiving the revenue until the beginning of 2004.


Commissioner Udell asked if the Board had to abide by the voter’s referendum, or were they free to make their own decision.  County Attorney Airth responded that it would depend upon what the actual wording of the referendum would be.


Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present.


Anthony Cirigliano, Administrative Assistant – BCC, stated that he was working on submitting grants for the airport.  He added that he was also investigating fixed assets software packages.

The eighth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency agenda items.  Any items the Board agreed to consider would be heard under Agenda Item No. 20, Emergency Agenda Items.

There were three items to be added to the agenda:

A) Schedule an Executive Session for Tuesday, June 18, 2002 at 4:30 p.m. to discuss the Wausau lawsuit.

B) Advertise to hold the second regular meeting for the month of June at an earlier time.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the aforementioned items to the agenda.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole called a recess at 10:30 p.m.
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Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The ninth item on the agenda was Public Concerns or Comments.

There were none.

Chairman Poole called for agenda item eleven to be discussed next, as Mr. Meeks needed to returned to the office.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request to consider final plat approval of Haney Farms Subdivision, located in Section 30, Township 3 South, Range 12 East.  (Tabled at May 21, 2002 Board meeting).

Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Assistant, approached the podium and stated that the suggested changes from the last meeting had been made on the plat.  He stated that the County Attorney and Plat Review Committee had reviewed the plat and found them in compliance.

Commissioner Udell moved for final plat approval of the Haney Farms Subdivision, located in Section 30, Township 3 South, Range 12 East.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole called for agenda item thirteen to be discussed next.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was a request to consider approval of members to serve on the Suwannee County Visioning Committee.  (Tabled at May 21, 2002 Board meeting).

Mr. Meeks stated that there were twenty positions to be filled and described the changes made since the last meeting.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve members as listed to serve on the Suwannee County Visioning Committee.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and after discussion about how to present issues to the committee, the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Poole called for agenda item concerning opening of bids to be brought up for discussion.

Mr. Sikes stated that two of the bids were tied bids and asked how to proceed.

Chairman Poole attempted to move on to agenda item eighteen, awarding the bids, but County Attorney Airth stated that the item could not be brought up unless the Board wished to award the bids.

Commissioner Caruthers asked the liability insurance for the two low bidders.  Mr. Sikes responded that one was for $1 million and the other $300,000.

Commissioner Hatch suggested that the bid be evenly split between the two low bidders.

Mr. Sikes suggested that the low bidders be present to discuss the issue.

Chairman Poole suggested that the two low bidders be brought in to discuss the issue before the Board made a decision.

Commissioner Caruthers felt that the company with the $1 million liability be awarded the bid, as it was the “best” and low bidder.

Chairman Poole asked if the Board could consider the difference in liabilities.  County Attorney Airth responded that the Board could make a decision based on the lowest and best bid.

Commissioner Udell suggested having both low bidders present to determine if they could work out a deal to evenly split the work.  He stated that if one of the companies had been from outside of Suwannee County, he would have suggested the in-County business.  However, both businesses are from within Suwannee County, and wished to hear the low bidders.

Commissioner Caruthers again stated that the lowest and best bid was the company with the highest amount of liability insurance, as they would be more responsible.

Commissioner Hatch agreed with Commissioner Caruthers’ suggestion.

Commissioner Taylor suggested that both low bidders be contacted in an attempt to split the work between the two businesses.

Mr. Wooley stated that the wording of the advertisement was somewhat vague, and that insurance liability could be different according to different standards.  He stated that difference in insurance liability could be less than what has been shown.

Mr. Sikes suggested that if the Board could make a fair decision without bringing the low bidders to the meeting, so be it.  However, if additional information was needed, the low bidders should be brought in to determine one winner.

County Attorney Airth stated that it would not be proper to bring the low bidders to the meeting, as they would be changing their bid.  He suggested flipping a coin.

Commissioner Caruthers again stated that the bids were not identical, as one bidder had a higher insurance liability, and asked which business had the higher insurance liability.

Chairman Poole interrupted Commissioner Caruthers.

Commissioner Caruthers called for a point of order to finish asking his question.

Chairman Poole interrupted Commissioner Caruthers.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that a point of order was a legal method in meetings, as he was not able to ask his question without interruption.

County Attorney stated that the other option was to refuse all bids and rebid the item.  However, proof of insurance had been required in the bids, and one had more insurance than the other.  County Attorney Airth stated that the difference in insurance could be considered in making a decision.

Commissioner Hatch agreed with Commissioner Caruthers in that the business with the higher insurance liability was the better bidder.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Board was not sure if the insurance liabilities were different, as there could be umbrella insurance policies.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he did not wish to take a chance to review the bids.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to award the bid for hauling to the company with the $1 million insurance policy.  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  Chairman Poole asked for the name of the company with the $1 million liability.  County Attorney Airth stated that it would be not prudent to announce the name of the company with the $1 million liability.  Mrs. Mixon responded that the company with the $1 million liability was Bagley Trucking.  The motion carried 4-1, with Chairman Poole opposed.

Mr. Wooley suggested that advertisements in the future should be clearer as to insurance liability.

Commissioner Caruthers asked that Mr. Wooley make insurance specifications clearer in the future.

Discussion ensued on insurance liabilities and whose policies would defend the County and the private business.

Mr. Wooley clarified that sovereign immunity allowed the County certain graces, but did not extend to private businesses.  He stated that the Courts usually determined who was liable for damages.

County Attorney Airth stated that usual lawsuit limit for the County was $100,000, but with sufficient warning, the County could be liable for more.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the County gained something with more insurance liability.  County Attorney Airth responded that the County did gain more with better insurance liability.

The tenth item on the agenda was for Rita Dopp, Executive Director - United Way of Suwannee Valley, Inc., and Bob Arnold, 211 Implementation Manager – United Way of Northeast Florida, to discuss implementation of 211.

Mr. Roy Guercio, owner of the Dairy Queen in Live Oak, approached the podium on behalf of the United Way.  He discussed the benefits of United Way and introduced Ms. Rita Dopp and Mr. Bob Arnold.

Ms. Dopp approached the podium and discussed the background of the United Ways 211 system.  She stated that in July of 2000, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) had agreed to implement the 211 system for United Way information.  Ms. Dopp stated that the local United Way calling center received approximately 125 calls per month for services and requests for information.  She stated that the 211 system was most effective in a regional situation, with the costs associated shared by several counties.

Mr. Bob Arnold approached the podium and stated that he worked with United Way in Jacksonville.  He then presented a Microsoft Powerpoint Presentation describing the First Call 211 system and its benefits to citizens, including suicide prevention, teenage services, monetary assistance services, natural disaster evacuation information, and many other related services to citizens.  Mr. Arnold stated that the first year of implementation would cost Suwannee County $8,403, with additional years at approximately $5,600 each.

Commissioner Hatch asked about long-term contracts.  Mr. Arnold stated that the United Way would be glad to enter into longer contracts with the various counties.

Commissioner Hatch asked if some people mistook 211 for 911 on the phone.  Mr. Arnold responded that some callers did make the mistake, but the United Way was creating an automatic connection for these calls to be directed to 911.

Commissioner Udell asked exactly what the United Way First Call provided.  Mr. Arnold responded that the First Call program provided mainly information, but the staff was fully trained to handle suicide calls.

Chairman Poole thanked Mr. Arnold and Ms. Dopp for their presentation and asked when the Board needed to act upon the request for funding.  Ms. Dopp responded that the funding request was being submitted as part of their budget for the upcoming fiscal year.  She added that it would take about two months once the Board agreed to enter the regional 211 First Call to be fully functional.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request to consider final plat approval of Haney Farms Subdivision, located in Section 30, Township 3 South, Range 12 East.  (Tabled at May 21, 2002 Board meeting).

This item was discussed prior to agenda item ten.

The twelfth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be considered, to open bids for the hauling of limerock and/or fill dirt with 10-wheeler trucks as needed from the County mine or various stockpiles in the County.

This item was discussed during agenda item seven, Staff Reports.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was a request to consider approval of members to serve on the Suwannee County Visioning Committee.  (Tabled at May 21, 2002 Board meeting).

This item was discussed prior to agenda item ten.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was a request for certification of the Tax Collector of tax certificates owned by Suwannee County that were more than two years old and approval to apply for tax deeds on parcels that have a value of $5,000 or more.

Mrs. Sharon Jordan of the Tax Collector’s Office approached the podium and stated that she had submitted a revised list.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve certification of the Tax Collector of tax certificates owned by Suwannee County that were more than two years old and approval to apply for tax deeds on parcels that have a value of $5,000 or more.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and after clarification of the motion, the motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Jordan stated that the County’s cost to apply for tax deeds was $125 each.

Commissioner Udell asked if it was mandatory for the County to apply for tax deeds.  Mrs. Jordan responded that the County was required to apply for tax deeds.

Commissioner Udell asked if the County was recuperating money on tax deed sales.  Mrs. Jordan responded that the Clerk of Courts Office dealt with tax deed sales and would be the best person to ask.

Deputy Clerk Tyson stated that over the past three years, the County had netted between $40,000 and $50,000 on tax deed sales.

Commissioner Udell asked about properties worth less than $5,000.  Mrs. Jordan responded that they were listed as delinquent, but after seven years, the tax certificate on them was void.

Chairman Poole called a recess for lunch at 11:50 a.m. to return at 1:30 p.m.

1:31 p.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of Modification No. Two to the Department of the Community Affairs Hazard Mitigation Grant Agreement to extend the completion date to August 11, 2002 for the Suwannee Elementary School Shutter Project.

Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, approached the podium and stated that the grant was the same applied for by Emergency Management, but the manufacturer had problems with shutter production.  He had asked for an extension from the State, and they had obliged by submitting an agreement modification for approval.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve Modification No. Two with the Department of the Community Affairs Hazard Mitigation Grant Agreement to extend the completion date to August 11, 2002 for the Suwannee Elementary School Shutter Project.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Refer to Agreement No. 2000-20 for original agreement)

The sixteenth item on the agenda was a request for adoption of a resolution adopting the North Central Florida Economic Development District Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 2002-2003 Annual Report as prepared by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.

Mr. Wooley stated that a copy of the resolution was in the agenda packet and asked for approval.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that this was probably the best plan to go by.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt a resolution adopting the North Central Florida Economic Development District Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 2002-2003 Annual Report as prepared by the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-37)

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a report from the Fire Committee on an MSBU for Fire and EMS.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the agenda item was misstated, and asked for information from the County Attorney to determine the County’s timeline for MSBUs for Fire and EMS.  He stated that he and Mr. McDonald had created a plan that should work for the County’s Fire and EMS future.  Commissioner Hatch stated that since the agenda item was misstated, he would bring the proposal up at a later date.

County Attorney Airth stated that he would gather the necessary information.

Commissioner Caruthers asked that if the proposals were presented at a workshop, he would like County Attorney Airth to be present at the meeting, as he would have several questions for the County Attorney.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a request to award a bid for hauling of limerock and/or fill dirt with 10-wheeler trucks.

This item was discussed as part of agenda item twelve; the actual awarding of bids was discussed prior to agenda item ten.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was a request to discuss the Blue Lake Road Project.

Mr. Sikes approached the podium and stated that there had been some right-of-way issues that had not yet been resolved.  He asked for clarification that the Board had agreed to construct the road on the existing right-of-way.

Commissioner Hatch stated that he had spoken with Mr. Sikes and discussed the possibility of designing and building roads that meet the current and near-future needs of the population without requiring a 60-foot minimum right-of-way.  He suggested changing the County’s current ordinance dealing with rights-of-way to allow for variations for current and near-term needs of the County, not constructing “super-highways” every time a road was reconstructed.

Commissioner Udell asked the length of Blue Lake Road.  Mr. Sikes responded that the length was 4.75 miles.

Commissioner Udell asked the cost to simply pave Blue Lake Road.  Mr. Sikes responded that his estimate was $285,000 total, with $375,000 set aside for the project.

Commissioner Udell suggested retaining the rights-of-way already deeded over to the County, as it could be used in the future, and rebuild the road without totaling redesigning it.

County Attorney Airth stated that when the Board had written to the property owners along Blue Lake Road, the Board had expressly stated that if there was not 100% participation in the project, then the Board would return the deeds to the property owners unrecorded.

Chairman Poole stated that he was leaning toward agreeing with Commissioner Udell.

County Attorney Airth again stated that the Board had agreed that if there were not 100% participation from the property owners, the Board would return the property to its former owners.

Commissioner Udell stated that according to the minutes, the 100% participation was his suggestion at a meeting, not a requirement.

County Attorney Airth stated that the three letters written to the property owners concerning rights-of-way stated that the Board would return the property to the former owners if there were not 100% participation.

Commissioner Udell stated that the major issue was that the Board keep its word to pave Blue Lake Road.

Commissioner Caruthers clarified that the 60-foot right-of-way in the County ordinances was for new roads, not for upgrading existing roads.  He stated that the Board should not limit itself to working with 60-foot rights-of-way for all roads, as this would incur additional costs that were not necessary.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if paving of the Wishing Well Subdivision was still being considered in conjunction with Blue Lake Road.

Commissioner Taylor stated that the Board had agreed in early 2001 to pave the Wishing Well Subdivision if there was funding left over from the Blue Lake Project, but there had not been an agreement with the residents of Wishing Well Subdivision to use an MSBU.  Commissioner Taylor thanked Mr. Sikes for his work and then chastised the news media for printing that the work would cost $1.5 million to $1.7 million.

Commissioner Taylor moved to proceed with the paving of Blue Lake Road.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Deputy Clerk Tyson asked if the $285,000 budget included work and expense already done on the project.  Mr. Sikes responded that it did not include prior work done.  Mr. Sikes added that there were several portions along the road that periodically washed out, and suggested placing asphalt millings there.  He stated that this manner would be far cheaper than building up the road some six to eight feet and paving it, and even replacing the asphalt millings after periodic wash-outs would be far cheaper than reconstructing that part of the road.  Mr. Sikes strongly encouraged the Board to also look at paving Dry Prairie Road, as it would reduce the wear on Blue Lake Road.  Commissioner Caruthers thanked Mr. Sikes for proposing asphalt millings, as his discussions with the Suwannee River Water Management District had agreed that millings were better.  Commissioner Taylor stated that after the meeting in March that had described a “super-highway,” he had received many calls from concerned citizens about the cost of the proposed project.  Mr. Sikes reiterated what Commissioner Hatch had said about paving roads to current and near-term use, not making them super-highways with 60-foot rights-of-way.  Major Les Hall, Undersheriff, stated that the biggest complaints with limerock roads were the dust clouds from frequent travel.  He asked that if all of Blue Lake Road had asphalt millings placed on it, would there be enough funding left to do the same for Dry Prairie Road.   Mr. Sikes stated that it was possible, but highly recommended against it due to the amount of maintenance on such a large area.  Commissioner Taylor asked that Blue Lake Road be paved after 97th Street.  The motion to continue with the Blue Lake Road paving project as modified carried unanimously.


The twentieth item on the agenda was Emergency Agenda Items.


County Attorney Airth suggested discussing item B first.

B) Advertise to hold the second regular meeting for the month of June at an earlier time.


Commissioner Udell moved to hold the second regular meeting of June at 9:00 a.m. on June 18, 2002.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

A) Schedule an Executive Session for Tuesday, June 18, 2002 at 4:30 p.m. to discuss the Wausau lawsuit.

County Attorney Airth stated that he would need no more than ten minutes.

It was suggested that directly after lunch, 10:30 a.m., or 11:00 a.m. would suffice.

The Board agreed upon 11:00 a.m.

Chairman Poole stated that the Executive Session would be held in the City Hall conference room directly behind the City Council Meeting Room, and the public would need to leave the immediate vicinity.

Deputy Clerk Tyson reminded the Board that there were only a certain number of people required who must be included in the advertisement.

The Board agreed that the Commissioners, the County Coordinator, the County Attorney, Richard Bowers (attorney), and a court reporter would meet.

Commissioner Udell moved to schedule and advertise an Executive Session for Tuesday, June 8, 2002 at 11:00 a.m., with the Commissioners, County Attorney, County Coordinator, Richard Bowers (attorney), and court reporter to be present.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Poole adjourned the meeting at 2:05 p.m.
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