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May 28, 2002

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a special permit hearing.  Present were Commissioner Randy Hatch (Vice-Chairman); Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.  Chairman Jerry Poole was not present.

Vice-Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. and called upon Commissioner Caruthers to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.

Vice-Chairman Hatch stated that item one had been withdrawn from the agenda.

The first item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-02-05-01 by American Tower Management, inc., Authorized agent for William and Myrle Gray, for an essential service (300’ telecommunications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned Agriculture-1.

This item had been withdrawn from the agenda.

The second item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-02-05-02 by American Tower Management, inc., Authorized agent for Betty Ruth Poucher, for an essential service (300’ telecommunications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned Agriculture-1.

County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. Ronald Meeks, Zoning assistant.

Chairman Poole arrived at the meeting at 6:06 p.m., and Vice-Chairman Hatch turned the meeting over to him.

Mr. Meeks discussed the proposed resolution in detail, stating that the location of the proposed telecommunications tower was located off 72nd Street off of CR 136.  He further stated that Alltel Communications had expressed their need for such a telecommunications device and discussed the requirements for a special zoning permit.  Mr. Meeks then stated that Mr. Ty Maxey of American Tower Management, Inc. was present to discuss the issue.

Commissioner Hatch asked if the tower would be a tower requiring guidewires.  Mr. Meeks responded that Mr. Maxey would discuss this as part of his presentation.

County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. Maxey.

Mr. Maxey presented a large diagram showing the tower’s position, replying to Commissioner Hatch’s comments that the guide wires were approximately one hundred and ten feet each.

Commissioner Udell asked if a fence would surround the guide wires.  Mr. Maxey responded that a fence would not be surrounding the guide wires, but would fence in the tower itself.

Commissioner Udell asked if the property could be used beneath and around the guide wires.  Mr. Maxey responded that the property could be used by the property owner, and further clarified that fences would also surround the tiedowns for the guide wires.

Commissioner Udell suggested that as an additional condition, no flags or banners could be used on the tower, as had been done by certain individuals in the past.  Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, added the language to the conditions.

Commissioner Taylor asked Mr. Maxey what areas the fence would surround.  Mr. Maxey again stated that fences would surround the tiedowns of the guide wires and the tower itself.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if Mr. Maxey’s company had been involved in displays of flags or other symbols on their towers.  Mr. Maxey responded that his company did not do so as far as he knew.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Maxey if the County could locate its own communications equipment on the telecommunications tower.  Mr. Maxey responded that the County could be accommodated if at all possible.

Commissioner Udell asked for a written guarantee that the County’s communications would be accommodated.  Mr. Maxey responded that it could be included as a condition.

Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.

Mr. George Fuller asked if there would be four anchors, one each on the north, south, east, and west sides of the tower.  Mr. Maxey responded that there would be.

There being no further comments, Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Taylor moved to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-02-05-02 by American Tower Management, inc., Authorized agent for Betty Ruth Poucher, for an essential service (300’ telecommunications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned Agriculture-1 with the two added conditions presented by the Board.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned the meeting at 6:17 p.m.
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