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April 30, 2002

Live Oak, Florida


2:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a workshop at the Suwannee River Regional Library.  Present were Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present.


The purpose of the workshop was to discuss occupational licenses for the County.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m. and turned the floor over the Mr. Donald Robinson, Interim County Coordinator.

Mr. Robinson submitted handouts of the City of Live Oak’s occupational license as well as Suwannee County’s old ordinance 72-04 that dealt with occupational licenses, but had been repealed in 1982.  He suggested using the old County ordinance and simply updating it.

Mr. Robinson asked Tax Collector George Burnham if Florida Statutes required that the Tax Collector collect occupational licenses.  Tax Collector Burnham responded that he had just found out about the meeting and thus had done no research on the issue.

Tax Collector Burnham added that there had been many changes to the Florida Statutes since the County had adopted an occupational license ordinance in 1972.

Discussion ensued on the need to have occupational licenses and the reasons around the repeal of the original occupational license ordinance in 1982.

Tax Collector Burnham stated that he did not think that an occupational license for the County would mean that some people would be paying two occupational licenses, one for the City of Live Oak and one to the County.  He reminded the Board that under the original ordinance, more of the revenue went to the City of Live Oak than to the County.

Commissioner Hatch stated that there had been many changes to the dual taxation issue between municipalities and counties and it had been ruled in the counties’ favor.

Tax Collector Burnham read from Florida Statute 205 stating that revenue received from occupational licenses could possibly be divided.

Commissioner Udell stated for the record that he wanted to have the County Attorney’s contract researched to see if he should be present at all Board meetings, especially since this meeting had to do with interpreting the law.  Commissioner Udell suggested that if the current contract between the Board and the County Attorney did not require him to attend all meetings of the Board, a new contract should be written up to include the County Attorney in all meetings.

Deputy Clerk Tyson stated that the contract included that the County Attorney attend “all regular meetings,” but did not specifically require him to attend workshops.  If he did attend workshops, he would be paid at a rate agreed upon by the contract.

Mr. Robinson discussed the original occupational license ordinance of 1972, suggesting several changes that were required because of changed to Florida law since the original ordinance was adopted.  Included in the original ordinance were licenses on restaurants, traveling salesmen, and traveling medical shows.  Mr. Robinson stated that local building contractors were required to purchase occupational licenses in other counties, and the fact that Suwannee County did not have an occupational license was a detriment to builders, as there was no reciprocal agreement recognition of licenses.

Commissioner Caruthers asked how many businesses would be affected by a proposed occupational license.  Mr. Robinson responded that after discussing the issue with the Board and determining who, if any, would be exempt from licenses.  A number could not be estimated.  He added that in the original ordinance, not even clergymen, doctors, and nurses were exempt from fees, and suggested changing that language.

Commissioner Hatch asked if Mr. Robinson was suggesting that places such as the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park would be required to purchase occupational licenses for each type of business they had on their property.  Mr. Robinson responded that such multi-function businesses should only be required to buy one license.

Mr. Robinson continued discussion on such varied businesses as migrant worker agents, fortunetellers, insurance agents, and junk dealers.

Mrs. Sue Lamb, reporter, asked if occupational licenses included such “businesses” as Avon, Princess House, and other home businesses that were held in homes.  Chairman Poole responded that to do so would mean that many “businesses” such as those would not likely pay or comply.

Chairman Poole suggested taking Tax Collector Burnham’s suggestion to simplify the ordinance.  He stated that he was inclined to set up occupational licenses to protect businesses already within Suwannee County while limiting such businesses as weekend car sales that come from out of town and take away business from established Suwannee County businesses.

Deputy Clerk Tyson suggested setting a definition for itinerant or transient businesses.

Commissioner Hatch suggested that the Board should wait until the County Attorney was present, since they were now treading on thin legal grounds.

There were concerns from local businesses that the County would attempt to put into place occupational licenses that would require local businesses to pay year after year while many transient businesses would be able to avoid paying due to enforcement difficulties.

Commissioner Udell was concerned that the Board was attempting to create a large trap for a small rat, and he could not in good conscience force small-time farmers to pay occupational licenses.  He again suggested that legal counsel should be present and until then, there was no need to continue the workshop.

Mr. Russ Davis, a member of the Licensing Board, felt that although the effort to put into place occupational licenses was noble, attempting to enforce them would actually lose money in the long run.

Chairman Poole felt that an occupational license ordinance would cost more in the long run than it would be worth.

Mr. Robinson stated that the only way the State would allow the County to receive revenue would be to put into place occupational licenses.

Commissioner Udell suggested adopting a small-scale ordinance that would not be so hard to enforce.

Commissioner Hatch suggested an occupational license that was simply given to Suwannee County citizens for free but charge out-of-county businesses.  Discussion ensued on the need for legal counsel to determine the legalities.

Chairman Poole suggested working with local business owners to determine the hardships placed upon them.

Mr. Robinson stated that if the Board so wished, voluntary occupational licenses could be given to local building contractors.  He added that building contractors were already given competency cards by the Building Department.

Commissioner Hatch suggested that an ordinance could be created stating that one could not do business in Suwannee County without having an occupational license.  However, licenses for Suwannee County residents would be free, with out-of-county businesses charged.

Mr. George Fuller stated that having occupational licenses would be good for businesses, and he had actually lost business because Suwannee County did not require occupational licenses.  Thus, there was no entity that could be contacted to verify the legitimacy or in the case that the business owner did not do their work correctly.

Commissioner Hatch stated that an occupational license could serve many functions.

Ms. Barbara Brown, Code Inspector, stated that during Bike Weeks in other counties, she had been forced to pay $50 to work for one week of activities.

Commissioner Hatch stated that occupational licenses would give the County information on businesses such as where they could be contacted.

Commissioner Udell suggested that a small administrative fee should be charged, even to Suwannee County residents, to cover the County’s costs.

Mr. Robinson added that there would be personnel and printing costs associated with occupational licenses.

Ms. Brown asked what would happen if a transient business left without paying.  No answer was given.

There were concerns with determining if and how recipients of occupational licenses were competent to hold them and liability to the County for issuing licenses.

Chairman Poole suggested checking with other counties who had experience with transient businesses to determine what they did and revisiting the issue later.


There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Poole adjourned the workshop at 2:55 p.m.
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