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April 23, 2002

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a workshop at the Suwannee River Regional Library.  Present were:  Commissioner Randy Hatch (Vice-Chairman); Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Neither Chairman Jerry Poole, Commissioner Douglas Udell, nor Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, were present.


The purpose of the workshop was to discuss issues involving debris management resulting from natural or manmade disasters within the County.

Vice-Chairman Hatch called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. and called upon Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, to discuss the issue.

Mr. McDonald explained that FEMA was encouraging local governments to contract with approved debris management providers in advance of the occurrence of disasters. Mr. McDonald advised the Board that there were three vendors to make presentations to the Board of County Commissioners today. 

The first presentation was made by Crowder Gulf Partnership.  Mr. Willie Wright was the primary presenter and he was assisted by Edward Ellis, Bud Rich, and John Ramsey, president.

It was noted that Leon County was a client and a contract could be piggybacked from the Leon County Agreement.

The Crowder Gulf presentation ended at 10:05 a.m.

At 10:15 a.m. the second presentation was by Grubbs Construction, associated with P. B. S. & J. Engineering as a Disaster Recovery Service.  Mr. John Richardson, along with Angie Tanner, John Madio, and Dan Degan, made the Grubbs presentation.  Mr. Richardson advised the Board that Grubbs had available a great deal of “iron” equipment of its own and much with subcontract agreements.  He further stated that they owned corporate jet aircraft and two helicopters that could be used in disaster responses at no additional cost to clients.

Mr. McDonald asked for exemplar contracts with other counties.

The Grubbs presentation ended at 11:15 a.m.

The third presentation was from D.R.C. (Disaster Recovery Consultants) Construction & Disaster Services Worldwide.  (Vice-Chairman Hatch was not present for this presentation).  The presenters were Joe Myers of the Mobile Alabama office and Linda Erdman of the Tallahassee office.

Mr. McDonald asked for other contracts to study.  Mr. Myers advised he would provide the Martin County contract as it is very comprehensive.

The D.R.C. presentation ended at 12:20 p.m.


There being no further business to discuss, the workshop adjourned at 12:21 p.m.
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