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March 19, 2002

Live Oak, Florida


1:30 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a workshop in the Commissioners’ Room in the Courthouse.  Present were Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present.


The purpose of the workshop was to discuss mine safety.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 1:38 p.m. and thanked those who had participated in the workshop.  He then turned the discussion over to Commissioner Hatch.

Commissioner Hatch introduced Mr. Ben Hart, Mine Safety Program Manager with the Department of Environmental Protection.

Mr. Hart approached the podium and introduced Ms. Donna Menendez., his new staff assistant.  He then presented a PowerPoint presentation on The Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977 and submitted handouts of the same.  The presentation included information on Federal guidelines, costs of violations, and the liabilities of the County as mine operator.

Discussion ensued on qualifications of miners and discrimination.

(Tape 1, Side 2)

Mr. Hart continued with his PowerPoint presentation.

Discussion ensued on the fact that Suwannee County allowed non-mining individuals on mining property and the County’s liability for such acts.  Also discussed was the County’s liability for unauthorized access despite numerous signs.

Mr. Hart continued with his PowerPoint presentation.

Discussion ensued on maintaining accurate records.

Mr. Hart suggested that the County retain all mine-related documents, such as maintenance and training records, in order to prevent unwarranted liabilities.


There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Poole adjourned the workshop at 2:57 p.m.
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