PAGE  
Book 31, Page 173
March 12, 2002

Live Oak, Florida


1:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a workshop in the Main Courtroom upstairs in the Courthouse.  Present were Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present.


The purpose of the meeting was to discuss code enforcement.

Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 1:10 p.m. and called Mr. Donald Robinson, Interim County Coordinator, to discuss the issue.

Mr. Robinson stated that the special assessment workshop to be held on Wednesday, March 13th had been cancelled because there had been a mix-up with the advertising.  Discussion ensued on setting another date, but it was decided that an emergency meeting could not be held today because of the lack of any advertisements, and a new date could be discussed at the next regular meeting.


Ms. Barbara Brown, Code Enforcement Officer, approached the podium and submitted handouts and pictures to the Board.  She then began by discussing the mission statement of code enforcement and described the Code Enforcement Board in some detail.  Ms. Brown then described the general feeling of many people who had been given code enforcement notices of violation and described in great detail the specifics of code enforcement.


Commissioner Udell asked if code enforcement liens could be placed on homesteaded properties.  Ms. Brown stated that a lien was good for twenty years, and if the land was sold, the lien would have to be paid then.  However, if the land was not sold, there was really nothing that the County could do.


Commissioner Hatch asked if liens were recorded.  Ms. Brown stated that the lien was recorded, but unless the homesteaded property was sold, there was nothing the County could do.


Commissioner Taylor asked if Ms. Brown checked property to see if it was homesteaded.  Ms. Brown responded that she did.


Deputy Clerk Tyson stated that he felt that liens had to be paid before third party transactions such as loans from a bank or purchase of non-family land, but it would take a legal opinion to determine that for certain.


Ms. Brown continued discussion on code enforcement specifics and thanked the Code Enforcement Board for their dedication.  She suggested updating the County’s present ordinance to take into account new State laws and other items.


Discussion ensued on the makeup of the Code Enforcement Board according to Florida Statutes, and the fact that Mr. Tim Alcorn, surveyor, would be resigning to run for the School Board and would need to be replaced.


Commissioner Caruthers asked what would happen once the Board could not find seven members for the Code Enforcement Board.  Ms. Brown stated that instead of a Code Enforcement Board, the County could appoint an attorney as Special Master, with the County responsible for paying him for his work.


Commissioner Udell asked if there was anything prohibiting the County Attorney from being the Special Master.  Ms. Brown stated that it would be a possible conflict of interests, since Mr. Airth represents the County.


Further discussion ensued on a Special Master and their charges for hearing code enforcement appeals.


Commissioner Udell asked if there was anything prohibiting the Board of County Commissioners from being on the Code Enforcement Board.  Ms. Brown stated that a person could not serve on two different boards.


Commissioner Udell asked if the Board of County Commissioners could abolish the Code Enforcement Board and serve in its capacity.  Ms. Brown stated that the question would be one for the County Attorney.


Further discussion ensued on the issue.


Commissioner Hatch felt that the Board of County Commissioners served as a quasi-judicial board and could serve as the Code Enforcement Board if necessary.


Commissioner Udell felt that since he had been elected to serve the people, he had no problem with serving as part of the Code Enforcement Board, as it would take the pressure off of private citizens who were not paid to be on the Code Enforcement Board.


Ms. Brown continued with discussion on changing the present code enforcement ordinances and stated that Florida Statutes seemed to allow the Board of County Commissioners to work in the capacity of the Code Enforcement Board, although she again suggested seeking legal advice.


Commissioner Hatch felt that the current setup of the Code Enforcement Board seemed to be working just fine.


Commissioner Caruthers asked if there was any type of reimbursement to the Code Enforcement Board besides travel, per diem, and mileage.  Ms. Brown stated that she did not know of any county that did it that way, but it could be possible.  Currently, it operates as a citizen’s voluntary commitment to his or her county.


Further discussion ensued on abolishing the Code Enforcement Board and having the Board of County Commissioners taking on its duties.


Commissioner Taylor stated that he was pleased with the Code Enforcement Board’s work so far.


Ms. Brown continued her discussion on code enforcement.

(Tape 1, Side 2)


Discussion continued on code enforcement and suggestions for changing the County’s current ordinance to allow for issuance of citations.


Mr. George Fuller asked if Ms. Brown had asked the several counties she had spoken to if they had any changes to their current setup.  Ms. Brown stated that she had spoken with other counties and had gathered their input.


Deputy Clerk Tyson asked Ms. Brown what happened if a violator refused to sign a citation or hand over their driver’s license in order to be issued a citation.  Ms. Brown stated that she would then call the Sheriff’s Office, and it would be treated in the same fashion as refusing to sign a traffic citation.


Chairman Poole called a short recess at 2:05 p.m.
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2:23 p.m.


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.


Ms. Brown continued her discussion on changes to the current ordinance and proposed citations, including repeat offenders.


Discussion ensued on the definition of “junk cars” and using “junk cars” for spare parts.  There was also discussion on “abandoned” farm vehicles and the fact that farmers were allowed to keep these vehicles because of the Right-to-Farm Act.


Ms. Brown further discussed citations and proposed improvements to the present code enforcement ordinance.


Commissioner Hatch stated that he would like to set up categories of offenses with varying charges.


Commissioner Taylor asked if unsafe mobile homes counted as “abandoned vehicles.”  Ms. Brown stated that they would fall under condemnation laws and could even be counted as “yard trash.”


Ms. Brown continued to discuss proposed changes to the County’s current code enforcement ordinance and the possibility of using citations.

The Board discussed written warnings and being consistent with all citizens. 


The Board agreed to look into altering the existing code enforcement ordinance after receiving recommendations from Ms. Brown on how to proceed.


Mr. Robinson discussed future changes to Code Enforcement, including the probability that one person will not be able to do all the work within the next few years, and it would require a secretary and one or more additional Code Enforcement Officers.


Commissioner Taylor stated that he depended upon Ms. Brown for enforcing codes, and did not see how one person could do the job that she did.


Mr. Robinson added that Ms. Brown’s work was sometimes dangerous, as some citizens did not react well to being given citations.

Ms. Brown stated that although not a law enforcement officer, any assault upon her would face double the penalty to an ordinary citizen.  She added that there had been several times when her life had been threatened.


There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Poole adjourned the workshop at 3:01 p.m.
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