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January 22, 2002

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a workshop at Exhibition II at the Coliseum.  Present were Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Michael Tyson, deputy clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The purpose of the meeting was to discuss rights-of-way and paving in the Blue Lake Road area on 142nd Street, 101st Street, and 97th Street.


Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and asked County Attorney Airth to present the issue.


Mr. Airth discussed the legalities of rights-of-way and other related issues.


Chairman Poole called for public comments.


Mr. Jimmy Jones stated that he was in favor of paving the roads.


Mr. Willie Stevens stated that he was also in favor of paving the roads.


Mr. Willie Warren objected to a letter asking for land rights-of-way and being non-specific on how much land was to be given.  However, he stated that he was in favor of paving the roads.


Ms. Eva Polite stated that she was in favor of paving the roads.


Mr. G. W. Croft stated that he was also in favor of paving the roads.


Commissioner Udell addressed eminent domain on the issue of rights-of-way.


Mr. Croft, Mr. Warren, and Mr. Tim Alcorn addressed the road’s proposed alignment.


The public then viewed the survey plans on the proposed road.


Commissioner Hatch discussed the right-of-way issue and the need to have deeds signed, so that non-participants could be determined.


Commissioner Caruthers discussed the 60-foot right-of-way and stated that the Board had established it in October of 1982.


Mr. Jones discussed those who contributed the most land.


Mr. Fuller questioned utility easements that may be within the proposed rights-of-way.


Ms. Annette Fleming asked if Commissioner Taylor would assist in convincing non-participants.


Mr. Clinton Jackson asked what the options were for those who did not deed over the required property.  Commissioner Hatch responded that the County could invoke eminent domain, but there would be some delay in the project because of potential legal battles.


Mr. Jackson asked if the right-of-way could be less than sixty feet.  The Board responded that rights-of-way needed to be up to widely accepted standards, which was sixty feet.


Ms. Lillian Henderson stated that she was in favor of paving the roads.


Mr. Clyde Fleming questioned the Board on how out-of-town residents who did not receive letters would affect the project.


Mr. Tim Carver questioned the Board on replacing fences.  The Board responded that it would be up to the landowners.


Discussion ensued on several issues related to the rights-of-way.


Chairman Poole asked those present to turn in their deeds if signed, and if not signed, to see Mrs. Elaine Robinson in the rear of the room to have their deeds notarized.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
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