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January 8, 2002

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a special permit hearing in the main courtroom upstairs in the Courthouse.  Present were Chairman Jerry Poole; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Poole called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and asked Commissioner Taylor to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


Commissioner Caruthers stated that item number eight had been withdrawn from the agenda and then read a letter from the Foundation’s attorney stating the withdrawal.


Discussion ensued on the change of the Foundation’s name since making their original application.


Chairman Poole called a short recess at 6:06 p.m. to allow those who had been present for agenda item eight to exit the Courtroom if they did not wish to remain for the rest of the meeting.

January 8, 2002

Live Oak, Florida

6:15 p.m.

Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The first item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance relating to Small Scale Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. CPA 01-04 by Clyde Anderson, authorized agent for C. W. Robert Harrell, from Agriculture-1 to Highway Interchange.

Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, delivered her staff report concerning the application under consideration, which lies off U.S. 90 near the Interstate 10 exchange west of Live Oak.  She expressed the concerns of the one member of the Zoning Board who did not vote in favor of the request.

Commissioner Hatch discussed the Comprehensive Plan workshop from earlier in the day that had discussed rezoning of areas such as this near major points of travel.

Discussion ensued on different requirements of the County and State.

Commissioner Caruthers clarified that the only reason the County was hearing the issue was because of the State Department of Transportation requirement that off-site billboards must be placed on property zoned Commercial.

Mr. Clyde Anderson and Robert “Bobby” Harrell approached the podium and discussed their request in some detail.  Mr. Anderson stated that the applicant wished to bring economy into Suwannee County and especially the area at the interchange in question, which he stated was one of the most run-down intersections in the County.  Mr. Anderson then described a map of the area discussing the various governmental factors that had made the request necessary.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the Board planned to make some changes to the County’s Comprehensive Plan and asked if Mr. Harrell would have any opposition to expanding the CHI classification.  Mr. Harrell responded that he would not.

Mr. Harrell discussed his credentials and that the land in question would never be developed as a commercial area because it was impractical due to access, but Department of Transportation requirements made it necessary that the land be reclassified allowing billboard advertising to allow his real focus of commercially developing the southwest corner of the interchange to proceed.

Discussion ensued on the need to address at a State level the problems associated with Mr. Harrell’s dilemma.

Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.

Mrs. Sylvia Newell, a member of the Zoning Board of Adjustments and Appeals, approached the podium to express why she had voted against the reclassification and stated that the property was not technically a prime candidate for commercial development due to its lack of depth.

There being no further comments, Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Mr. Anderson addressed Mrs. Newell’s concerns and stated that the Zoning Board’s purpose was to make exceptions to the rules.  He further stated that the applicant’s attempts were to simply direct travelers to the real area to be commercialized (the southwest area) and not to develop the area in question.

Commissioner Udell asked if there were regulations against the applicant later requesting an extension of the commercial property.  Mrs. Odom stated that there were not.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if regulations would allow other applicants to extend the length of the 125-foot deep strip.  Mrs. Odom stated that there were no regulations against it.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt an ordinance relating to Small Scale Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. CPA 01-04 by Clyde Anderson, authorized agent for C. W. Robert Harrell, from Agriculture-1 to Highway Interchange.  Commissioner Udell seconded and added that he was glad that some citizens of the County would allow their property to be made commercial.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that many of the members in his district (which included the property in question) were for commercialization of the I-10/U.S. 90 interchange.  Discussion ensued on State requirements for possible future applicants.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2002-03)


The second item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance relating to Rezoning Request No. RZ-01-12-01 by Clyde Anderson, authorized agent for C. W. Robert Harrell, from Agriculture-1 to Commercial Highway Interchange.


County Attorney Airth swore in Mrs. Odom, who delivered her report on the request, which related to the property adjoining that just discussed and approved for a Comprehensive Plan amendment.


County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. Anderson, who then briefly discussed the request.


Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.


Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt an ordinance relating to Rezoning Request No. RZ-01-12-01 by Clyde Anderson, authorized agent for C. W. Robert Harrell, from Agriculture-1 to Commercial Highway Interchange.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2002-05)


The third item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance relating to Small Scale Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. CPA 01-05 by Murel McDonald, County Emergency Services Director, authorized agent for Carl Douglas, Sr., et al, from Agriculture-1 to Public.


Mrs. Odom delivered her report and stated that the property in question was found off U.S. 129 and C.R. 252.


Mr. McDonald approached the podium and discussed the proposed Emergency Operations Center that would be placed on the land.


Commissioner Hatch asked if Mr. McDonald now had a correct legal description.  Mr. McDonald responded that he did.


Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.


Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt an ordinance relating to Small Scale Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. CPA 01-05 by Murel McDonald, County Emergency Services Director, authorized agent for Carl Douglas, Sr., et al, from Agriculture-1 to Public.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2002-04)


The fourth item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-02-01-01 by Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, authorized agent for Carl Douglas, Sr., et al, for a public facility [County Emergency Operations Center (EOC)], in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned A-1.


Mrs. Odom discussed the land in question, which was the same as was addressed in agenda item three.  She explained that public facilities were not included in the recently added requirement that rezoned facilities be completed within one year of application and if they were to cease for more than one year, a new application would need to be submitted.


County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. McDonald, who then submitted a handout discussing some of the requirements for the facility.


Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.


Commissioner Taylor moved to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-02-01-01 by Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, authorized agent for Carl Douglas, Sr., et al, for a public facility [County Emergency Operations Center (EOC)], in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned A-1.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-??)


The fifth item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-12-05 by Dennis Price, authorized agent for John Beaver, Jr., for mining operations, in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned A-1.


Mrs. Odom delivered her report on the application.  The property lies in the O’Brien area and constituted approximately 145 acres, with another mine already nearby.  She also stated that the mineral to be mined was limerock, with an estimated one and a half acres to be mined each year for an estimated ninety-seven years.  Mrs. Odom then discussed requirements for reclamation of the area in question that had been added by the Zoning Board as well as normal state and local requirements.  She also stated that she had received a letter of protest from one of the neighbors.


Commissioner Udell questioned Mrs. Odom about blasting in the area.  Mrs. Odom stated that the applicant had indicated that blasting would be done in the area.


Commissioner Udell discussed a possible quarterly report on mining operations to see if they were in compliance with the approved application.


Commissioner Hatch stated that normal mining operations began early in the morning and ended early in the afternoon, but the application was to add to an existing mine.  He asked that the “daylight to darkness” request from the Zoning Board be changed to the regular hours of Mr. Beaver’s mining operation.


Discussion ensued on the issue, including the fact that the new regulations stated that such operations “shall” be daylight to dark, not “may be,” and did not leave room for Board exceptions.  Further discussion ensued on the wording of the Comprehensive Plan and if it would include simply mining, or mining operations as a whole.


Commissioner Hatch pointed out that the reason that mining operations began earlier than other businesses was because of the fact that road travel from school buses, commercial vehicles, and personal vehicles was heavier between seven and nine in the morning than at five in the morning.


County Attorney Airth stated that according to the County’s regulations, the Board could not waive the “daylight to dark” requirement.


County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. Dennis Price, authorized agent for Mr. Beaver.
Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Price what time the mining operation began and if restricting it to six in the morning would be a problem.  Mr. Price stated that the mining operation began before daylight, but it was probably acceptable to begin at six in the morning.


Commissioner Caruthers discussed the Zoning Board request that 246th Street not be used for trucking.  He saw a problem with the fact that the only other entry point was through leased property that may or may not be leased in the future.


Discussion ensued on the issue.


Commissioner Caruthers asked if the recommended exit was acceptable as long as the mining company could lease the land leading to U.S. 129.  Mr. Price stated that his client could accept the recommendations.


Commissioner Udell stated that certain changes should be made to the proposed ordinance that would allow the mining operation to continue long after the present Board is gone.  He suggested adding language allowing the mining operation to use 246th Street if the lease of the property leading to the other exit was ever lost or ended.


Commissioner Udell asked County Attorney Airth if the Board could limit a business from using a County road.  Mr. Airth stated that if the vehicles using the road were above its weight limit, the Board could limit it.


Further discussion ensued on the issue.


Mr. Price discussed differences in other counties between actual mining and processing of the material mined.


Commissioner Caruthers clarified that the restrictions for this application did not apply to the original mine’s operations.


Further discussion ensued.

Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.

County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. Jim Sheets, part owner of a neighboring property.  He expressed the concern that there were several sinkholes on his client’s property and in the area that could be negatively affected by blasting by the mining company.

Discussion ensued on the issue of sinkholes.

Commissioner Hatch stated that the sinkholes in question had preceded the mining operations.

County Attorney Airth swore in Ms. Ivory Sheets, who expressed concern over the scope of the mining operation and its affect on the subsurface water.

Discussion ensued on the issue of the affect of mining operations on the water table and the quality of the water.

There being no further comments, Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-12-05 by Dennis Price, authorized agent for John Beaver, Jr., for mining operations, in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned A-1, with the stipulations suggested by the Zoning Board.  Also included was the additional stipulation that if the mining company lost the use of their present exit, they would be allowed to use 246th Street and then be responsible for dust control on that road.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and there was further discussion on the issue.  Commissioner Caruthers moved to amend his motion to include that the company begin operations in the new section within one year and that if they cease for a period of more than one year, they would lose their permit.  Commissioner Udell seconded the amendment.  Deputy Clerk Musgrove reread the amendment.  The amendment to the motion carried unanimously.  Deputy Clerk Musgrove then reread the entire motion.  Discussion ensued on clarification to the motion and its stipulations.  The motion to approve the resolution with the added stipulations carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-??)


Chairman Poole called a short recess at 7:50 p.m.

January 8, 2002

Live Oak, Florida

8:05 p.m.


Chairman Poole called the meeting back to order.

The sixth item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-02-01-02 by John Carter and Elinor Carter for intensive agriculture [four additional poultry houses less than 300 feet from a property line and a solid waste facility (compost/litter storage barn)], in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned A-1.


Mrs. Odom delivered her report on the property, which lies on 99th Drive off U.S. 129 near McAlpin.  She stated that the proposed location, although less than 300 feet from the property line, would not affect any neighbors because the property line adjoins 99th Drive, which runs parallel and adjoins U.S. 129.  Mrs. Odom stated that if the Board so wished, language could be added giving the applicant one year to construct the requested buildings, and if they ceased operations for one year, the permit would then be withdrawn.


County Attorney Airth swore in John Carter, property owner, who briefly discussed his intentions.


Commissioner Caruthers asked why Mr. Carter could not place the poultry houses back past the 300-foot limit.  Mr. Carter responded that he could, but it would waste the land in front of the houses that could not be used for other purposes.


Commissioner Hatch asked if the 300-foot setback would be close to Mr. Carter’s present irrigation lines.  Mr. Carter responded that it would.


Discussion ensued on the applicant’s request and its various aspects.


Commissioner Taylor asked if there was a chemical that could be placed in the compost/litter storage barn that would reduce the smell.  Mr. Carter responded that he was not aware of any.


Discussion ensued on the fact that the poultry operation in question was a family-operated business.


Commissioner Hatch stated that there was a buffer zone of trees on the north side of the property and moving the poultry houses to the 300-foot setback would mean that the current buffer zone would not shield them.


Discussion ensued of the family nature of the business.


Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.

County Attorney Airth swore in Gary Thompson, a nearby property owner, who expressed his opposition to any additional poultry houses.  Mr. Thompson stated that when he purchased his ten-acre property in 1984, there were no poultry houses in the area.  Over the intervening years, poultry houses had been built, which gradually increased the stench and number of insects in the area and had affected the horses that Mr. Thompson raised and trained.  Mr. Thompson also expressed opposition to the collection hours for the chickens, which sometimes lasted all night.  He stated that with the additional poultry houses, he would probably be forced to sell his property since he would not be able to make a living training horses with the additional stench, insects, and scavengers.

Commissioner Taylor asked how many horses Mr. Thompson had.  Mr. Thompson responded that he had six at present.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Carter, the applicant, when he bought his land.  Mr. Carter responded that he had purchased the property in 1971.

Mr. Thompson stated that the poultry houses were not added until 1987.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Carter what he had done on the land before raising chickens.  Mr. Carter responded that he had operated a dairy.

Mr. Thompson clarified that the dairy had been closer to Mr. Carter’s own home than Mr. Thompson’s.

County Attorney Airth swore in Nancy Howe, who lived adjacent to the property in question.  She stated that she had purchased her land about the time that Mr. Thompson had purchased his, but had not built a home there at that time because of the stench from the dairy.  Repeated attempts to sell the property had fallen through because of the stench from the poultry houses.  Ms. Howe stated that her son would soon be moving to the property adjacent to the property in question and was concerned for his health and that of the water.  She added that she had not been notified in the past when poultry houses were to be built.

County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. George Powell, Sr., neighboring property owner, who expressed his opposition to the additional poultry houses.  He stated that he had moved into the area in 1993, and had since been bothered by the stench and amount of insects brought in by the poultry houses.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Powell if he was aware that the land he had purchased in 1993 was in an area classified as agricultural.  Mr. Powell stated that he was aware of it, but did not realize the scope the poultry houses would have on his property.

County Attorney Airth swore in Mrs. Leed, a neighboring property owner.  She also expressed her opposition to the additional poultry houses because of the present problems with the smell and contaminated water and stated that although she knew of the poultry houses when she purchased her property in 1992, she had not been aware of the smell they would cause.

County Attorney Airth swore in Mrs. Jennifer Morton, a neighboring property owner.  She also expressed similar concerns to those already mentioned, and stated that her horses she raised were suffering because of the amount of flies in the area.  Mrs. Morton suggested placing the poultry houses closer to Mr. Carter’s home.  After questioning, she stated that she had lived on her land since 1991.

County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. Bill Morton, Mrs. Morton’s husband.  He also reiterated the problems associated with the present poultry houses, let alone those proposed.

Mr. Powell returned to the podium and added that if he had known of the stench before he purchased his property, he would not have bought it.  He offered it for sale to any of the commissioners.

There being no further comments, Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Carter if there was anything precluding him from placing additional poultry houses south of the present houses.  Mr. Carter stated that he had wished to keep his poultry houses together.

Discussion ensued on the requirements for additional poultry houses and the fact that there was land owned by Mr. Carter available south of the present poultry houses on which he could place additional ones.

Discussion ensued on methods of insect and stench control.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Carter how far his home was from the present poultry houses.  Mr. Carter stated that his house was slightly more than a mile from them, but his neighbor across U.S. 129 had eight poultry houses directly across from his house that was approximately one-eighth of a mile away.

Mr. Carter clarified that the horrible stench in question only occurred about five or six times a year as the chickens were taken from the poultry houses.

Discussion continued on the amount of stench compared to other agricultural uses and methods to control it, including moving the poultry houses closer to Mr. Carter’s home and south of 184th Street.

County Attorney Airth suggested that if the poultry houses were proposed at the new location, the rezoning and special request would have to begin anew with a new set of affected property owners.

Further discussion ensued on the issue.


Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-02-01-02 by John Carter and Elinor Carter for intensive agriculture [four additional poultry houses less than 300 feet from a property line and a solid waste facility (compost/litter storage barn)], in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned A-1.  Commissioner Taylor seconded.  Discussion ensued on the matter of more than doubling the present capacity.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-??)


The seventh item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-02-01-03 by Jerry Martin of Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc., authorized agent for Suwannee American Limited Partnership, for an essential service (electric substation), in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned A-1.


Mrs. Odom delivered her report on the application and stated that the property in question lies off U.S. 27 near Branford.  She further stated that the substation would be operated by Suwannee American for their cement plant now under construction, but could possibly be used by nearby landowners if necessary.  Mrs. Odom added that under the County’s regulations, the County must approve requests for essential services as defined if they met the Comprehensive Plan’s requirements.


Chairman Poole opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Poole closed the floor to public comments.


Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-02-01-03 by Jerry Martin of Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, inc., authorized agent for Suwannee American Limited Partnership, for an essential service (electric substation), in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned A-1.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2002-??)


The eighth item on the agenda was at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. Sp-01-12-03 by Know Thyself as Soul Foundation, Southeast, Inc., for a conference center with group living facilities as an accessory use, in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of the application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1).


This item had been withdrawn from the agenda.


Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 9:06 p.m.

______________________________

JERRY POOLE, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD
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WITNESSETH:

__________________, D. C.

FOR:

_________________________
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CLERK OF COURTS
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