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November 14, 2000

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met at the above date and time for a workshop and the following were present:  Commissioner Jerry Scott; Commissioner Barry Baker; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Robert Taylor; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.  Chairman Donald M. Odom, Sr., was not present.


As Chairman Odom was not present, Vice Chairman Robert Taylor chaired the meeting.


The purpose of the meeting was to hold public hearings on various special permit applications.


Commissioner Udell led the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


The first item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance relating to Rezoning Request No. RZ-00-10-01 by Baynard Ward, authorized agent for Daniel Crapps and James Cherry, Jr., from Agriculture-1 (A-1) to Commercial Neighborhood (CN).


Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, was sworn in by Mr. Airth and discussed the rezoning request in detail.  The property was located at the Northwest corner of CR 252 and CR49 in a rural area.  Mrs. Odom stated that the Zoning Board had voted to approve the rezoning application with a vote of 4-1, with Mr. Crain against the approval.  It was anticipated that a convenience store would be located on the property.   The Land Development Regulations did not require a site plan for the Board to consider the rezoning at this time.  When and if a building permit was submitted, a site plan would be required at that time.  Mrs. Odom stated that the concurrency requirements and level of service standards were met by this application. 


Commissioner Udell asked if the entire five acres was being considered for rezoning.  Mrs. Odom stated that it was.


Commissioner Udell stated that in May of 1995 the Board authorized the County staff to review and authorize site plans.  He questioned the site plan process.  Mrs. Odom responded with an explanation of prior and current procedures.


Commissioner Udell asked if it was legal or proper to request the applicant to submit a site plan with the rezoning application.  


Mr. Airth, County Attorney, stated that under current regulations the site plan would not be binding upon the applicant.


Commissioner Udell expressed concern over rezoning the entire five acres for a possible convenience store when the use may change after the property was rezoned.


There was discussion about entrances to the property.  


County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. Baynard Ward, authorized agent for the applicants.


Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Ward about the visibility at the various entrances.  Mr. Ward submitted photographs of the roadway views from the property.


Mr. Ward advised Commissioner Udell one reason for the size of the property was for drainage purposes.


Commissioner Udell again expressed concern for rezoning the entire five acres if all five could not be used because of drainage and wet areas.  Mr. Ward responded that the owners may not always own the entire property and they would not want to drain onto someone else’s property.


There was discussion of how much property was actually needed for a convenience store.

Mr. Ward stated that the proposed site plan would cover about 350 feet by 350 feet under asphalt, approximately two acres.  Approximately one acre would be in the storm water basin.  


Commissioner Baker requested an engineer to approve visibility requirements for the entrances and non-interference for the roadways and intersections.


Commissioner Scott stated that the intersection was a four way stop, which should slow traffic and alleviate potential traffic hazards.


Commissioner Udell advised that the Board was not to consider a site plan at this time, just the zoning.  Commissioner Udell emphasized that the issue was that it did not take five acres to locate a convenience store and the owners may change their mind and want to build some other facility there.  Commissioner Udell suggested changing the request to two acres.


Vice Chairman Taylor asked about the ten-foot minimum required setbacks.  He suggested a wider driveway or a deceleration lane.


Mr. Ward stated driveways could be used alternately, one for entrance and one for exit.


Commissioner Scott stated that the measurements of 420-ft. by 300-ft. amount to almost three acres, which included the storm water drainage area of almost an acre.



Mrs. Odom stated that the site plans in the agenda packets may not be to scale as they were reduced for convenience and the scale may have thus changed.


Commissioner Scott stated there was not a problem with the five-acre lot.


Commissioner Udell was open to compromise, but saw no reason to rezone the entire five acres.


Vice Chairman Taylor opened the floor for public comments.


Mr. Roy Crain, Jr. of the Zoning Board was sworn in by County Attorney Airth and addressed the Board.  He stated that his objection to the change was that the proposed site plan was not binding and could change after the property was rezoned.  He felt that the public should have an opportunity to review the actual site plan and believed the Land Development Regulations should be changed.  He did not oppose the proposed site plan, but opposed the fact that there was no Board or public review of the actual end use of the property.


County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. George Fuller.  Mr. Fuller asked if other businesses could be located on the five acres once the property was rezoned.  Mrs. Odom stated that 3,000 square feet was the largest building that could be placed on property zoned CN, but there could be more than one building on the property.  She then read a list of the permitted uses for CN zoning.  The maximum square footage per business would be 3,000 square feet.


Mr. Ward addressed the site plan.  He stated that if he brought a set of fully finished site plans, under the current Land Development Regulations, he could still change his mind and build something else.  He had made a good faith effort to inform both the Zoning Board and Board of County Commissioners of his intentions.


There being no further comments, Vice Chairman Taylor closed the floor to public comments.


Commissioner Scott motioned to adopt an ordinance relating to Rezoning Request No. RZ-00-10-01 by Baynard Ward, authorized agent for Daniel Crapps and James Cherry, Jr., from Agriculture-1 (A-1) to Commercial Neighborhood (CN) of approximately three acres from the corner of the Northwest intersection of CR 252 and CR 49, amounting to 420-ft. by 300-ft.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Commissioner Baker stated that he agreed with Mr. Crain of the Zoning Board that the Comprehensive Plan and Land Development Regulations should be changed.  The motion carried unanimously.  (Ordinance Pending)


The second item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance relating to Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. CPA 00-01 by John H. Parker, III, authorized agent for Myrna Barber McCall, from Agriculture-1(A1) to Public.


Mrs. Odom discussed the amendment in detail.  She stated that the property was located in the O’Brien area and after the Comprehensive Plan Use Hearing, a Special Permit Hearing would be heard.  She advised the Board that the application met concurrency requirements and level of service standards.


Vice Chairman Taylor opened the floor to public comments.


Mr. John Parker, authorized agent for the applicants, addressed the Board.  He felt the planned use for a new post office met the requirements of the Comprehensive Plan.


Mr. Frank Ingram of the Postal Service addressed the Board.


Commissioner Udell asked about a new Live Oak Post Office facility.  Mr. Ingram stated that Live Oak was on the top of their list.


Vice Chairman Taylor closed public hearing.


Commissioner Scott moved to adopt an ordinance relating to Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. CPA 00-01 by John H. Parker, III, authorized agent for Myrna Barber McCall, from Agriculture-1(A1) to Public.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Ordinance Pending)


Vice Chairman Taylor called a short recess at 7:05 p.m.
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7:17 p.m.


Vice Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.


The third item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-00-11-01 by John H. Parker, III, authorized agent for Myrna Barber McCall, for a public facility (United States Postal Service Office) on property zoned A-1, in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of application.


Mrs. Odom discussed the request in detail.  She noted that the Board had just approved the zoning change of the property to Public.  Mrs. Odom noted the site plan presented was binding.


County Attorney Airth swore in Mr. John Parker, Mr. Rob Hoenshel, Mr. Ronnie Poole, and Mr. Frank Ingram.


Mr. Rob Hoenshel and Mr. Parker addressed the Board and explained that the proposed site plan was for a new post office.  Mr. Parker asked if the Department of Transportation had approved the proposal.  Mr. Hoenshel stated that the Department of Transportation in times past had approved similar plans.


Mr. Parker asked about provisions for fire service response and larger vehicles. Mr. Hoenshel stated the planned entrances and exits would accommodate such traffic.  He further stated that there would be ample parking for the employees and public.  Mr. Hoenshel stated the provided lighting was adequate and appropriate and that the post office would not generate any unusual noise or odors.  He further stated that provisions for solid waste were adequate and that the service and loading areas were located in the rear of the building.  Mr. Hoenshel advised the Board that there would be a well and septic system to serve the facility, and electric power was already available.  He stated that landscaping would provide a screening and buffering zone from residential areas.  There will be standard signage for the property to meet the needs of the public, and a dry retention pond planned for the rear of the facility that was compliant with Water Management.  Mr. Hoenshel stated the design was a standard post office design for small communities to be compatible with the community and advised the Board that there would not be any increase of negative impact on the community or streets.


Commissioner Baker asked about the six-foot easement by the convenience store.  Mr. Hoenshel stated this had been planned as a driveway, but was abandoned and therefore would not exist.


Commissioner Udell asked about security measures for postal facilities.  Mr. Hoenshel discussed some systems presently in use.


Mr. Ronnie Poole, who was previously sworn in by County Attorney Airth, addressed the Board and stated that he was a licensed real estate broker.  He stated this postal facility would have no negative impact on the neighborhood or community and there was already a commercial convenience store next door.  The facility would likely increase adjoining property values and again stated that there would be no negative impacts upon the community.


Mr. Frank Ingram of the Postal Service advised the Board that the plan was for a 4,000 square foot facility and was a drastic increase from the existing 900 square foot facility.  He stated he felt there only would be a positive impact on the community.


Vice Chairman Taylor opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Vice Chairman Taylor closed the floor to public comments.


Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-00-11-01 by John H. Parker, III, authorized agent for Myrna Barber McCall, for a public facility (United States Postal Service Office) on property zoned A-1, in accordance with the site plan submitted as part of application.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Resolution Pending)


Commissioner Baker motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

___________________________________

ROBERT TAYLOR, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

KENNETH DASHER,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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