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October 19, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Value Adjustment Board met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: County Commissioner Donald M. Odom, Sr.; County Commissioner Douglas M. Udell and County Commissioner Jerry Scott, and School Board members J. M. Holtzclaw and Vincent Jones.  Also present were Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, and Michael Tyson and Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerks.


Chairman Odom called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.  Mr. Holtzclaw was not present.  The reason for the session was to make a decision on the Value Adjustment Board petitions discussed on October 16, 2000.


Mr. Airth, County Attorney, stated that under the rules adopted by the Board, those not present were automatically denied.  Those petitions automatically denied were petitions number 2000-01-VAB, 2000-08-VAB, 2000-23-VAB, and 2000-24-VAB.  Furthermore, petition numbers 2000-09-VAB, 2000-10-VAB, 2000-11-VAB, and 2000-12-VAB were withdrawn.


The first petitioner was Richard Helbling, number 2000-02-VAB.


Mr. Airth described the petition in detail.


Mr. Holtzclaw arrived at the meeting at 9:04 a.m.


Chairman Odom stated that if the Board were to give an exemption to Mr. Helbling, it would have to give exemptions to everyone in the vicinity.


Board Member Jones stated that the spacing between the trees seemed insufficient and did not seem like a true agricultural use.


Board Member Udell motioned to deny petition 2000-02-VAB.  Board Member Jones seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The second petitioner was Kelly Caudill, number 2000-18-VAB.  This petition was the same as petition number 2000-07-VAB.


Mr. Airth described the petition in detail.


Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to deny petition 2000-18-VAB (2000-07-VAB).  Board Member Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The third petitioner was Ronnie Phinazee, number 2000-03-VAB.

Mr. Airth described the petition in detail.

Board Member Udell stated that nothing had changed in status since the denial of the exemption the year before.

Board Member Udell motioned to deny petition 2000-03-VAB.  Board Member Jones seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The fourth petitioner was Stephen Whitney, number 2000-13-VAB.

Mr. Airth described the petition in detail.

Board Member Holtzclaw stated that if Mr. Whitney had not had other properties, he could understand the error.  However, Mr. Whitney owned property in several counties.

Board Member Scott felt that late filings should be denied.  Discussion ensued.

Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to deny petition 2000-13-VAB.  Board Member Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The fifth petitioner was Harrell B. Randolph, number 2000-19-VAB.

Mr. Airth described the petition in detail.

Board Member Scott motioned to deny petition 2000-19-VAB.  Board Member Holtzclaw seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixth petitioner was Richard Caudill, number 2000-04-VAB.

Mr. Airth described the petition in detail.

Chairman Odom asked if it was discussed that several of the lots could not be sold.  Mr. Airth stated that during the meeting the discussion had ensued, but was not sure at what time during the meeting it was discussed.

Board Member Udell felt that the situation was as Mr. Jenkins had described.

Board Member Udell motioned to deny petition 2000-04-VAB.  Board Member Jones seconded, and after discussion about County rights-of-way and ownership after being deficient in taxes, the motion carried unanimously.


The seventh petitioner was Ronnie Phinazee, number 2000-05-VAB.

Mr. Airth described the petition in detail.

Board Member Udell stated that there was discussion on the sale of neighboring properties during the meeting of October 16 and the appraisals were based on those selling prices.

Board Member Udell motioned to deny petition 2000-05-VAB.  Board Member Holtzclaw seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The eighth petitioner was Richard Caudill, number 2000-06-VAB.

Mr. Airth described the petition in detail.

Board Member Udell stated that the situation was the same as in the above mentioned petition, and the reason that building permits could not be issued was because of Mr. Caudill’s own questionable actions.

Board Member Udell motioned to deny petition 2000-06-VAB.  Board Member Jones seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The ninth petitioner was Property Tax Control, number 2000-16-VAB.

Mr. Airth stated that the same argument was used for both petition 2000-16 and 2000-17 and described the petition in detail.

Board Member Holtzclaw stated that the Board could not override Mr. Jenkin’s appraisal based on an outside audit.

Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to deny petition number 2000-16-VAB.  Board Member Scott seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The tenth petitioner was Property Tax Control, number 2000-17-VAB.

Board Member Udell motioned to deny petition 2000-17-VAB.  Board Member Holtzclaw seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eleventh petitioner was Property Tax Control, number 2000-14-VAB.

Mr. Airth described the petition in detail and stated that the arguments were the same for petition 2000-15.

Board Member Scott motioned to deny petition 2000-14-VAB.  Board Member Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth petitioner was Property Tax Control, number 2000-15-VAB.

Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to deny petition 2000-15-VAB.  Board Member Jones seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirteenth petitioner was Robert Kending, number 2000-20-VAB.

Mr. Airth described the petition in detail.

Board Member Holtzclaw sympathized with Mr. Kending, but the average value of the land was because of Mr. Caudill’s selling of other unimproved lots at a much higher price than the former appraised value.

Board Member Holtzclaw motioned to deny petition 2000-20-VAB.  Board Member Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourteenth petitioner was Alex Alrikas, number 2000-21-VAB.

Mr. Airth described the petition in detail.

Chairman Odom expressed regret for Mr. Alrikas, as the property can not be built upon and therefore is not sellable.

Board Member Udell stated that there was nothing to his knowledge that would prevent Mr. Alrikas from combining his two lots in the future, but could not make an exception of his property as it currently exists.

Board Member Udell motioned to deny petition 2000-21-VAB.  Board Member Holtzclaw seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth petitioner was Donald E. Isley, number 2000-22-VAB.

Mr. Airth described the petition in detail.

Board Member Udell stated that the sales of the Kittyhawk property were legitimate and could not therefore change the appraised value.

Board Member Udell motioned to deny petition 2000-22-VAB.  Board Member Jones seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Airth stated that the Board would need to meet one more time to sign off on the decisions.  There was discussion on signing off on the decisions during the present meeting instead of reconvening.

Chairman Odom called a short break at 9:53 a.m. to allow Mr. Jenkins to gather the Certificate of Value Adjustment Board to be signed.

October 19, 2000

Live Oak, Florida

10:00 a.m.

Chairman Odom called the meeting back to order.

The Board Members signed the Certificate of Value Adjustment Board.

There was some discussion on repercussions to elected officials and the possibility of hiring a special master, usually an attorney, to hear the petitions.

Board Member Udell motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Board Member Scott seconded.


There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 10:04 a.m.

__________________________________

ROBERT TAYLOR, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ATTEST:

_______________________

W. RANDY HENDERSON,

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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