Book 29, Page 137
September 18, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Commissioner Jerry Poole; and Jean Fieler and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. and called for Sheriff Alton K. “Al” Williams to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

The following items on the agenda were consent items:

The first item on the agenda was a request for approval of minutes of meetings held on August 21, 27, 28, 29, 31 and September 4 & 7, 2001.

The second item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of invoice batch numbers 2001-519 through 2001-539 totaling $1,336,954.37.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED ON 09-18-01

	FUND
	
	
	AMOUNT

	
	
	
	

	1
	GENERAL FUND
	$
	539,526.04

	112
	HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
	$
	252,500.00

	116
	FINE AND FORFEITURE
	$
	12,480.11

	118
	STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
	$
	-55.10

	119
	MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
	$
	11,498.02

	120
	LAW ENFORCEMENT
	$
	10.00

	121
	NARCOTICS CONTROL
	$
	10.00

	122
	FIRE PROTECTION FUND
	$
	15,042.96

	126
	EMS GRANT FUND
	$
	0.00

	128
	EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
	$
	3,820.49

	129
	LAW EDUCATION
	$
	0.00

	131
	TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
	$
	10.00

	140
	ROAD AND BRIDGE
	$
	227,652.05

	159
	SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
	$
	0.00

	171
	LIBRARY FUND
	$
	46,385.88

	172
	RECREATION FUND
	$
	21,196.20

	181
	LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
	$
	17,833.00

	191
	CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
	$
	0.00

	205
	AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
	$
	0.00

	251
	RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
	$
	0.00

	351
	RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
	$
	3,065.04

	371
	STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
	$
	0.00

	402
	SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
	$
	146,420.56

	403
	SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
	$
	39,559.12

	
	BATCHES 2001-519 - 539
	
	

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	$
	1,336,954.37


The third item on the agenda was a request for adoption of a resolution requesting Suwannee River Water Management District to reduce permit processing fees.

The fourth item on the agenda was a request for payment of Invoice No. 41960-355-0801 to Earth Tech Consulting, Inc. in the amount of $8,490 for work on Taxiway B Rehabilitation and Extension at the Airport.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request for payment of Invoice No. 41960-354-0801 to Earth Tech Consulting, Inc. in the amount of $5,245 for work on a 12-Unit T-Hangar and Infrastructure at the Airport.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request for payment of invoice dated August 28, 2001 to Suwannee Valley Engineering in the amount of $387.50 for services pertaining to stairwell addition in the County Offices Building.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request for payment of invoice dated August 28, 2001 to Suwannee Valley Engineering in the amount of $737.50 for services pertaining to demolition of County buildings.

The eighth item on the agenda was a request for payment of Periodic Pay Request No. One to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. in the amount of $40,233.74 for work done on the Gold Kist Boulevard project. 

The ninth item on the agenda was a request for payment in the amount of $39,990.25 to the Clerk of Circuit Court for fees for the month of August, 2001.

The tenth item on the agenda was a request for approval and execution of applications for State Aid Assistance for the Library for Fiscal Year 2001-2002.  

Commissioner Hatch noted a correction on pages 71 and 72 of the minutes in reference to fire assessment by $25 should be from $25 to $89.

Commissioner Udell suggested that item number 8 should be delayed until item number twenty-eight.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that on page 19 of the minutes, MUTC should be MUTCD, and on page 24 at the bottom of first paragraph, the price of building should be $420,000.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the consent agenda items less item number eight and with corrections to the minutes as aforementioned. Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Upon checking the prior minutes the clerk confirmed the corrections were needed and were made as requested and approved.

The following items were General Business Items:

The eleventh item on the agenda was for Randy Holland to discuss Manor Street drainage problem next to Old Suwannee Valley Electric property.

Mr. Holland described the flooding that has occurred in the past, especially during the storms in 1998, and submitted photographs to the Commissioners.

Commissioner Udell stated that the Board was aware of the situation, and Ray Brown, Public Works Director had indicated that it could be remedied as soon as the County owned the property.

Mr. Holland pointed out that the drainage ditch was on private property, but the volume of water coming off the Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative property was too much for the residential retention ponds.  He produced a drawing outlining a proposed solution to the problem, and submitted it to the Board members.

Commissioner Udell assured Mr. Holland that Mr. Brown was seeking a viable solution to the problem and assured him that the County would help out any way they could.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request for the use of the Charles Spring site and other assistance for November 4, 2001 dedication of marker at Charles Cemetery.

Mrs. Bivian Howell, a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution - Edward Rutledge Chapter, discussed the issue.  As a point of interest, she introduced David Gerrardon, a direct descendent of Rebecca Charles.  Mrs. Howell explained her request, including a request that the County cut the necessary trees and level the ground to make the path to the cemetery eight feet wide.

There was a brief discussion of the issue.

Commissioner Udell motioned to approve the request to cut necessary trees and level the ground to make a path to the cemetery eight feet wide.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was for Chairman Taylor to call for emergency additional agenda items.  Any additional matters the Board agrees to consider at this meeting would be heard under Item No. 35, Emergency Additional Agenda Items:

A) Approval and execution of contract with Health Department for Fiscal Year 2001-2002 by Dr. Nancy McCullers, Public Health Unit Administrator.

B) Approval and execution of subordination agreement for Larry D. and Marsha M. Stearns on 1998 S.H.I.P. mortgage.

C) Request approval for elevator purchase for the County Office Building.

D) Request approval to advertise for bids for chiller replacement for the Courthouse/Jail.

E) Discuss an ordinance prohibiting price gouging and setting penalties for same.

F) Adoption of a resolution condemning actions of terrorists and supporting the President of the United States as he works with national security team to defend against additional attacks and find the perpetrators to bring them to justice.  (To be heard right after Item No. 13)

G) Approval of final site selection for the Suwannee Animal Control Shelter.  (To be heard after Item No. 13, after Additional Agenda Item)

H) Approve First Supplemental Trust Indenture for Health Facility Revenue Bond Series 1996B, Shands Teaching Hospital and Clinics, Inc. project.

I) Discuss possible actions resulting from a meeting with the Governor.

Commissioner Hatch moved to add the aforementioned items to the agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

From this point, the Chairman deviated from the agenda.

As requested, Chairman Taylor moved on to Item F of Additional Agenda Items, adoption of a resolution condemning actions of terrorists and supporting the President of the United States as he works with national security team to defend against additional attacks and find the perpetrators to bring them to justice.

Mr. Harvey read the proposed resolution.

Commissioner Caruthers moved for approval.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2001-61)

The next additional agenda item was approval of final site selection for the Suwannee Animal Control Shelter.

Mr. Harvey referenced a drawing by Janice Hunter, Sheriff’s Office Animal Control Officer, depicting the site and described the site as 480 feet from the east fence of the collection site to establish the west boundary of the building.  He also referenced the proposed easement that the Board would grant to the Humane Society.

Commissioner Hatch moved for approval of the Animal Control Shelter site as discussed.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The next item discussed was public concerns or comments.

George Fuller requested that the meeting be moved to the upstairs Courtroom so that the numerous people standing outside the Boardroom could participate in the meeting.

There being no further public comments, the Chairman closed that portion of the meeting.

Commissioner Hatch moved that the Board Comments and Concerns be permanently moved to the item number immediately following the public comments.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Taylor commended Commissioner Hatch on his meeting with the Governor of Florida.

Commissioner Hatch relayed to those present of a meeting he had had the day before with the Governor of Florida, Jeb Bush.  He referenced the $150,000,000 reduction in some of the road projects and cautioned that there was a move afoot to shift the burden of emergency care and nursing home care to the counties, by as much as a 600% increase.  He cautioned those present that they must be very active in looking out for the small counties’ interest.

Commissioner Udell spoke on the last issue of the Suwannee Sentinel.  He commented that every item pertaining to the Board was absolutely incorrect.  Commissioner Udell was particularly offended by the inference in the “Bubba” column of the paper that he had accepted a bribe to close the deal on the old Suwannee Valley Electric building.  He asserted that he was not guilty of that act.  He spoke at great length of his concern for Mr. Randy Henderson, Sentinel Publisher and former Clerk of Court, and stressed that he held no ill will toward Mr. Henderson.  Commissioner Udell pleaded with those that were close to Mr. Henderson to please encourage him to seek professional medical help.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Commissioner Udell for a copy of the original appraisal he referred to in his comment.  Commissioner Udell offered to let Commissioner Caruthers review the appraisal, which he had in his possession at the meeting.

Commissioner Poole asked those present to remember that the citizens of the United States need to unite during these difficult times.

Captain John Mills of the Sheriff’s Office stated that the Boardroom was too crowded, with several dozen people standing outside of the room and blocking fire escapes.  He urgently requested that the meeting be moved to the upstairs courtroom.

Commissioner Hatch moved to recess the meeting and move to the upstairs courtroom. Commissioner Caruthers seconded, but no vote was taken.

Chairman Taylor recessed the meeting at 6:50 p.m.
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Live Oak, Florida

7:20 p.m.

Chairman Taylor reconvened the meeting in the upstairs courtroom.

As it was after 7:00 p.m., the Chairman moved on to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Chapter 6 (Alcoholic Beverages) of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County, Florida.

Mr. Tim Alcorn addressed the Board on the issue and explained the details of the ordinance, including the sale of alcohol on Sundays, and extended hours during the week.

Commissioner Udell pointed out that the main problem with the ordinance seemed to be the fact that the citizens did not want alcohol sold on Sundays.

Commissioner Hatch read aloud a letter by Mayor Buddy Nott of the City of Live Oak in favor of the ordinance.  He stated that he had received numerous calls both in favor of and against the ordinance.  He felt that this matter should be fine-tuned to encompass the wet/dry issue brought before the County in the form of a referendum.

Mr. Jimmy Dees of Westwood Baptist Church reminded Commissioner Hatch that he was addressing an issue that was not being brought before the Board.  He urged the Commissioners to stick to the issue at hand.

An unidentified person approached the podium and produced several citizens’ petitions in opposition to the ordinance.

The Chairman officially opened the podium for public comment.

Mrs. JoAnn Young and several others spoke in fierce opposition to the ordinance.

Ms. Betty Dempsey opposed the ordinance and warned the people to heed to the Lord’s recent warning concerning terrorist attacks.

Mr. Bill Thrasher approached the podium and spoke in opposition of the ordinance.

For the sake of the division caused by the proposed ordinance, Mr. Tim Alcorn withdrew his agenda item from consideration

Chairman Taylor called for a recess at 7:43 p.m.

7:53 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order

The next item on the agenda was to discuss with possible Board action to rescind motion on July 17, 2001 to have Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson to assist county staff in development and implementation of a special assessment program for fire protection services.

Commissioner Udell explained that he did not feel that the County should spend $40,000 for this service.

Commissioner Udell moved to rescind the original motion.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Also at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Ray Brown, Public Works Director, approached the podium to open bids for the following products:

1)
Batteries  (Bid Solicitation No. 2001-11)

The first bid was from Jim Hinton Oil Co., Inc., of Live Oak.  The bid did not contain any prices.

The second bid was from Battery Distributors Southeast of Jacksonville.  Bids are available at the Public Works Department.

The third bid was from Ray Glass’ Batteries, Inc., of Thomasville, Georgia.  Bids are available at the Public Works Department.

The fourth bid was from Martronics, Inc., of Morrow, Georgia.  The bid did not contain any prices.

Mr. Brown stated that the apparent low bidder was Battery Distributors Southeast, but requested the opportunity to take the bids with him for closer review and inspection.

2)
Motor and Hydraulic Oil  (Bid Solicitation No. 2001-12)

The first bid was from Jim Hinton Oil Co., Inc., of Live Oak.  Bids are available at the Public Works Department.

3)
Anti-Freeze  (Bid Solicitation No. 2001-13)

The first bid was from Jim Hinton Oil Co., Inc., of Live Oak.  They bid $4.50 per gallon or $4.50 per gallon for a 55-gallon drum.

Again, Mr. Brown requested the opportunity to take the bids with him before coming back with a recommendation.

4)
Galvanized Corrugated Metal Pipe  (Bid Solicitation No. 2001-10)

The first bid was from Metal Culverts, Inc., of Jefferson City, Missouri.  Bids are available from the Public Works Department.

The second bid was from Southern Culvert of Pinellas Park, Florida.  Bids are available from the Public Works Department.

The third bid was from Gulf Atlantic Culvert Company, Inc., of Tallahassee.  Bids are available from the Public Works Department.

Mr. Brown requested that he be allowed to take the bids with him for further review before coming back before the Board with a recommendation.

At 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, open bids for construction of stairwell addition in Administration (County Offices) Building.  (Bid Solicitation No. 2001-15).

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, explained that he had received no bids for this matter, and asked for authorization to subcontract this job.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request of Edward C. Harvey, Jr. to subcontract the stairwell addition to the County Offices Building.  Commissioner Hatch seconded the motion.  Commissioner Udell amended his motion to include that it be subject to the County Attorney’s approval and signing off on it.  Commissioner Hatch seconded the amendment, and the motion to subcontract carried unanimously.

The Chairman agreed to hear Item “A” of Additional Emergency Agenda Items at this time:  Approval and execution of contract with the Health Department for Fiscal Year 2001-2002.

Dr. Nancy McCullers, Public Health Unit Administrator, briefly explained the contract.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve and execute a contract with the Health Department for Fiscal Year 2001-2002.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement 2001-??)

The Chairman agreed to hear agenda item number twenty-five at this time.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was to determine County position regarding zoning compliance on airstrip at Moss Acres (Department of Transportation permit pending).

Mr. Harvey explained that the notice of intent in this matter indicated that the proposed site was properly zoned, which, he explained, was not true in his opinion.  Accordingly, he felt it was appropriate to bring the matter to the Board’s attention.  Mr. Harvey directed the Board’s attention to the Florida Statutes dealing with Special Permits and explained the reasons the site was not in accordance with zoning requirements.

Commissioner Hatch felt that this matter should be investigated further before making any decisions.  He specifically indicated that the Board members should talk to some of the neighbors to see how they felt about the airstrip.

Roland C. Luster, Aviation/Port Administrator for the Florida Department of Transportation, expressed to the Board that he felt the airstrip had met all the requirements for a permit from the Department of Transportation.

After answering several questions for the Board, Mr. Luster relinquished the podium to Mr. Ron Moss, the applicant.  Mr. Moss presented a professional survey to the Board showing his proposed airstrip to be in compliance with the 50-foot requirement referenced by Mr. Harvey.  He asserted that the Department of Transportation had laid out the airstrip for him, and every effort had been made to comply with all the requirements, and he would be glad to conform with the “parallel” component.

Lavon Newburn stated that Mr. Luster had not been forthcoming on this project.  Mr. Newburn informed the Board that he was under the impression that there was going to be another public hearing on this matter.  He stated that he grew trees for a living and feared that the F.A.A. would make him cut his trees if the airstrip was granted.  He also felt that his property would be restricted if he should desire to erect a communications tower, for example.

Commissioner Poole had a problem with this airstrip affecting another person’s property.

Mr. Moss pointed out that Mr. Newburn’s property was 40 acres away from the airstrip.  In addition, he did not feel Mr. Newburn’s trees were an issue.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Moss how much of his neighbors’ land he would be affecting with his takeoffs and landings.  Mr. Luster explained that the trapezoid involved with this airstrip would be approximately 5,000 foot long by 1,000 foot wide.

Commissioner Poole asked Mr. Harvey to explain Mr. Newburn’s comment that he did not receive notice of this zoning change.  Mr. Harvey clarified that this matter occurred back in 1998 and neither he nor Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, had been able to find where the notice to Mr. Newburn had been returned back to the County Offices.  He stated that he did not dispute Mr. Newburn’s claim that he did not receive notice of this action.  Mr. Harvey reminded the Board that the only issue he was bringing to them was whether or not the airstrip met the requirements of the permit issued in 1998.  The only reason he was questioning it was because the airstrip presented on the site plan in 1998 was not the same airstrip that was currently on the site.

Commissioner Udell was unclear as to what the Board should or could vote on at this time.  Even though the drawing of the current airstrip was slightly different from the one presented on the original site plan, it was apparently still within the requirements.

Mr. Wayne Long, an adjacent landowner, asked for clarification as to whether Mr. Moss would be departing and arriving only from the south.  Mr. Moss explained that he would be landing to the north.  Mr. Jonas stated that he felt it was a mistake to approve the strip in the first place, however, since it is too late for that, he urged the Board to closely review the requirements and criteria involved with special permits.  He did not feel the airstrip was appropriate in the middle of his neighborhood.

Mr. Harvey reiterated his request that the Board review the approved permit in reference to the airstrip and make a determination as to whether the airstrip was in compliance with the approved permit.

Mr. Newburn was concerned that Mr. Moss would be taking off and approaching from the north.  Mr. Hal Airth, County Attorney, clarified that the permit specified that the traffic utilizing the airstrip approach and land only from the south.

Commissioner Udell moved that the airstrip conform with the conditions of the permit.  Motion died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Harvey how far off the airstrip had been built compared to what was actually approved.  Mr. Harvey responded that a survey would be needed.

Commissioner Hatch moved to table the matter until the Board had the opportunity to review a survey of the site.  Commissioner Poole seconded the motion.  Commissioner Udell felt the matter was beyond the control of the Board and in the hands of the Department of Transportation at this time, unless the Board was willing to rescind action from 1998.  He pointed out that Mr. Moss was still within the 195-degree requirement that was spelled out in the initial permit.  Mr. Tim Alcorn, a licensed surveyor, reviewed the survey produced earlier by Mr. Moss and rendered the opinion that the strip was within the 195-degree requirement.  Mr. Long pointed out that one of the restrictions to his land associated with this airstrip involved no smoke within three miles of the strip.  He asked what he would need to do to burn off his property.  Commissioner Hatch withdrew his motion, and Commissioner Poole withdrew his second.

Mr. Airth counseled the Board that they were facing a policy decision.

Commissioner Udell moved that the Board take no action at this time.  Commissioner Hatch expressed his confidence in Mr. Harvey’s ability as the County Coordinator and then seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Taylor recessed for a break at 9:35 p.m.

9:45 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The next issued discussed was Additional Agenda Item “I”, possible actions resulting from a meeting with the Governor.

Commissioner Hatch mentioned that he had spent the previous day with Governor Bush.  He stated that the Governor’s Office was very serious about the new war against terrorism since the September 11th attacks on the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., but felt that the threats were mostly under control.  He did feel, however, there was still a threat from small planes carrying explosives.  Commissioner Hatch asserted that Suwannee County and other counties surrounding Tallahassee were good locations from which to launch such a suicide attack.  He referenced an alert from the F.B.I. today that uncovered a plot to use emergency vehicles in the same manner as the jets that had stricken the World Trade Center in New York City and the Pentagon in Washington, D. C.  In light of these events and circumstances, Commissioner Hatch recommended an immediate moratorium on permitting any new airstrips; a neighborhood watch system on all current strips; all abandoned airstrips immediately disabled; locking up all access points to the Suwannee County Airport except when an attendant was on duty; reporting all suspicious activity immediately; and reporting of all traffic in and out of private airstrips, especially if the person is not known.  He stressed that these actions were being recommended in order to prevent small counties from becoming terrorist havens.

Commissioner Caruthers moved that the Board immediately implement the aforementioned recommendations from Commissioner Hatch.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, suggested that the airport be kept locked at all times since the employees could access all doors and gates with their security cards.  Mr. Donald Robinson, Airport Manager, cautioned the Board that they may need to hire a part-time employee in order to enforce the restrictions suggested by Commissioner Hatch.  Motion carried unanimously.

The next item for discussion was an ordinance that prohibits price gouging and setting penalties for the same.

Commissioner Hatch referenced the problem of price gouging in times like these.

Commissioner Hatch moved that the Board set up a public hearing to consider an ordinance prohibiting price gouging.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, requested that the Board include natural disasters in their ordinance.  The motion carried unanimously.

The next item for consideration was to consider final plat approval of Savannah Plantation Subdivision.

Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning & Zoning Director presented the issue.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the final plat of the Savannah Plantation Subdivision.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The item to be discussed was a request by Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, for approval to buy out a contract with Aramark Uniform Services.

Mr. Sharpless briefly addressed the issue and stated that it would in fact cost less to buy out the remainder of the contract and use a new service than to continue with the present contract.

Commissioner Udell moved to buy out the remainder of the contract with Aramark Uniform Services.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Sharpless then requested approval of Subterranean Termite Control Contract and Limited Warranty with Live Oak Pest Control, Inc. for Fire Station No. 63 on C.R. 49.

After a brief discussion, the Board decided that pest control was definitely needed, however, a termite contract was not.

Commissioner Hatch moved for denial of termite control services.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Staff Reports was the next item discussed.

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, reported on the demolition of the old hangars at the airport and the refinishing of the wood floors at the County Office Building.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, reported that per a conversation withMr. Dial, FDLE Agent, he (Mr. Brown) and anyone working for him had been cleared from any wrongdoing regarding various charges made against the Road Department as a result of the F.E.M.A. disaster relief some three years ago.  He asked the Board if he could price local trucks before advertising for bids.

The Board agreed that he could do so.

Mr. Brown relayed to the Board a conversation he had with a representative of the Department of Transportation cautioning him that some of State funding would be reduced or completely cut.

  He concluded by addressing a letter by Attorney Airth concerning a request by Commissioner Caruthers for Road Department information.  Mr. Brown recommended that Commissioner Caruthers address his requests to the supervisor over the particular districts from which he was requesting information, because he and Mr. Brown did not have a good working relationship.  Mr. Brown stated that he would be addressing any further requests by Commissioner Caruthers in an open Board meeting.

Commissioner Caruthers pointed out that he had waited eleven months for the information from Mr. Brown, and stressed that he (Mr. Brown) was required by Statute to furnish the information.  Commissioner Caruthers also pointed out that Mr. Brown’s department was the only department that had not responded to his requests.

Mr. Brown strongly asserted that he had never denied Commissioner Caruthers any information.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to immediately terminate Ray Brown, Public Works Director for insubordination and refusal to comply with Florida Statutes.  The motion died for lack of a second.

The Board discussed Commissioner Caruthers’ public record requests at great length.  The other Board members stressed the fact that they do not call on Mr. Brown when they have questions or problems, but instead they deal with the various supervisors over the areas of which they are seeking information.

Commissioner Caruthers point out that Mr. Brown is the Department head and that requests should properly be directed to him in that capacity.  To whom the request was assigned or how the requested and required information was provided to a Commissioner or any member of the public was not at issue, as long as the information was in fact provided, and not unlawfully ignored.

Commissioner Poole suggested that Mr. Brown assign one supervisor for each Commissioner or district.  Mr. Brown explained that the Board members basically had that option now.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt a resolution authorizing the supervisor for each district to assist the Commissioner of that district with public record requests.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. John D. “Danny” Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, was not present.

Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney reported that on some cases which would soon be going to trial.

Mr. Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, addressed the Board’s request that the Clerk work out a lease agreement for space at the Annex.  He reported that he had been unable to reach a workable agreement with the Genealogy Society and had decided to vacate the Annex.  In light of the storage containers purchased by the Board for the Clerk recently, the Annex was no longer needed in any event.  Clerk Dasher reported on the savings to the County as a result of his decision to terminate the lease on the Annex as well as the offsite storage facility.

Commissioner Hatch expressed his thanks to Clerk Dasher for his willingness to look for ways to save the County money.

Commissioner Udell asked Clerk Dasher if the Genealogical Society would still have access to the records that were removed.  Clerk Dasher assured Commissioner Udell that those records were now and had always been accessible to any member of the public.

Commissioner Udell asked Clerk Dasher if the Genealogical Society would still be preserving the old records for the Clerk.  Clerk Dasher responded by reading from a study and recommendation on laminating old documents, which was what the Society had done with some of the old marriage records.  This laminating process, as it turned out, was detrimental to the records.  After a brief discussion on the preservation of records, the Chairman thanked Clerk Dasher.

Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, requested approval for installation of window shutters at Suwannee Elementary East as part of an Emergency Shelter grant.

There was a brief discussion on the matter.

Commissioner Udell moved to install window shutters at Suwannee Elementary East.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. McDonald reported that the County was in the process of being audited on terrorist response.  He informed the Board that he was taking measures to secure the E.M.S. facility.

Mr. Brown requested permission to furnish twenty loads of limerock for Suwannee High School.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request of Ray Brown, Public Works Director, that twenty loads of limerock be furnished to Suwannee High School provided that they haul the limerock themselves.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The Board moved to Item No. 27, the status report on request to City of Live Oak and Development Authority for funds pledged for Gold Kist Boulevard paving project.

Mr. Tim Alcorn stated that he needed clarification as to whether the Development Authority would still receive the limerock in lieu of other services.  If he could get a letter confirming the agreement, he would write the check for $10,000.

The Board authorized the County Coordinator to write the letter as requested.

The next item on the agenda was a request for payment of Periodic Pay Request No. One to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. in the amount of $40,233.74 for work done on the Gold Kist Boulevard project.

There was some discussion on the issue.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve payment of Periodic Pay Request No. One to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. in the amount of $40,233.74 for work done on the Gold Kist Boulevard project.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Harvey reported on the response from City of Live Oak regarding the Board’s request for a joint meeting pertaining to infrastructure at the Interstate 10 interchange.  He stated that the City would prefer not to hold a meeting on this matter, but would entertain a written request or proposal from the County.

Commissioner Caruthers relayed that City Councilman Yulee indicated that he did not have any objection to the meeting.  He suggested that the Board contact the Council members directly on this matter.

Tim Alcorn reported on a meeting with the Development Authority and City of Live Oak discussing the matter in question.

Commissioner Udell agreed with Commissioner Caruthers that the Board should contact the Council directly.  Mr. Harvey agreed to write to the President of the Council on this matter.

The next item on the agenda was to consider an agreement with Suwannee River Water Management District regarding a management plan for Little River Springs.

Mr. Harvey explained that the Board would need to produce a letter or commitment regarding the terms.

Commissioner Poole moved to agree to Mr. Harvey’s request for management of Little River Springs.  Motion died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Hatch moved for approval to write a letter of commitment concerning Little River Springs.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and motion carried unanimously.

The next item on the agenda was to consider advertising to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to modify building permit fees.

Commissioner Udell moved to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to modify building permit fees.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The next item on the agenda was to make a determination of disposition of the Budget Office for Fiscal Year 2001-2002.

Commissioner Udell moved to deny the determination of disposition and keep the Budget Office where it was (with the County Coordinator).  Motion died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Poole was not in agreement with Commissioner Udell.  He expressed to Mr. Harvey that he was not pleased with the way the budget had been handled.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Harvey what his thoughts were on this matter.  Mr. Harvey defended his handling of the budget, reminding the Commissioners that the budgets had been prepared based on the Board’s direction.  He also cautioned the Board that he was very concerned about the 98% projections and suggested the Board decide on where the budget office would be located before preparation begins on the next budget.

The Board took no action at this time.

The next item was to discuss the recent ordinance to amend appeal procedures for non-ad valorem assessments.

Michael W. Tyson, Deputy Clerk, spoke on the problem that the time lines in the ordinance overlapped and suggested that the Board advertise to hold another public hearing to correct the ordinance.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request to advertise to hold another public hearing to amend an ordinance for appeal procedures for non-ad valorem assessments.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The next item was for Attorney Airth to reference a proposed contract with Justice Benefits, Inc. to recover revenue concerning some inmates incarcerated in the county jail, and turned the floor over to Mr. Harvey to express his concerns.

Mr. Harvey discussed several changes to the agreement, including changes to the contract length and methods of withdrawing from the agreement.

Commissioner Hatch moved that Mr. Harvey be authorized to make the changes to the contract with Justice Benefits, Inc. as requested.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch briefly reported on the status of Department of Environmental Protection waste tires cleanup amnesty days.  Mr. Harvey pointed out that Mrs. Elaine Robinson, Board secretary, would need the information on the amnesty days in order to advertise the information to the public.

Commissioner Hatch moved that the Board proceed with the implementation of the Department of Environmental Protection waste tires cleanup amnesty days.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch moved that the Board set a workshop to discuss reorganization of Fire and Emergency Medical Service Departments for Wednesday, October 10, 2001 at 9:00 a.m. in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The next item discussed was a request for approval and execution of subordination agreement for a Larry D. and Marsha M. Stearns on a 1998 S.H.I.P. mortgage.

Commissioner Hatch moved for approval and execution of a subordination agreement for Larry D. and Marsha M. Stearns on a 1998 S.H.I.P. mortgage.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Sharpless approached the podium and stated that after contacting the elevator company, he had been told that it would be no more money to buy a new elevator as it would to remove the older one from the library and move it to the County Offices.  He suggested buying the new one and taking as many parts off the old one as possible to use as spares.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve purchase of a new elevator for the County Offices Building.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The next item discussed was a request for approval to advertise for bids for chiller replacement for Courthouse/Jail.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the aforementioned requested.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The next item discussed was a request to approve First Supplemental Trust Indenture for Health Facility Revenue Bond Series 1996B, Shands Teaching Hospital and Clinics, Inc. project.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve First Supplemental Trust Indenture for Health Facility Revenue Bond Series 1996B, Shands Teaching Hospital and Clinics, Inc. project.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Harvey then proceeded with his staff report and reported that the dates for the meeting of the Historic Preservation Advisory Council had been rescheduled for October 8th, 9th, and 10th, 2001.  He reported that the spraying for mosquitoes to combat the West Nile Virus would be starting soon.  Since the spraying would be done by air, it was suggested the public be forewarned that planes would be flying over.

The next item discussed was a request for a referendum changing the infrastructure surtax to a small county surtax.

Mr. Harvey stated that there had been some questions as to the use of the $0.01 infrastructure surtax, since its uses were restricted, and he suggested changing the tax to a small county surtax that could be used for unlimited purposes.  Mr. Harvey suggested working with Mr. Airth and Mr. Dasher to write up an ordinance that the Board could adopt that would change the tax’s uses and eliminate restrictions.

Chairman Taylor appointed Commissioner Caruthers to the Value Adjustment Board rather than Commissioner Hatch, because the latter would be out of town on the day of the hearing.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 12:01 a.m.

____________________________
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________________________, D. C.
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_________________________
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