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September 13, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


2:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for an emergency meeting and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Commissioner Jerry Poole was available via speakerphone.  Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.


The purpose of the meeting was to discuss an event that was to have been held at the Coliseum.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, approached the podium and stated that the President of the United States had asked for a day of mourning to be held on September 14, 2001 in honor of those who had lost their lives in the terrorist attacks in New York City and Washington, D.C.  He also stated that Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, had given him information on an approaching tropical storm that would be discussed later.

Mr. Harvey stated that a company had rented the Coliseum in August of 2001 for a concert and possible car show.

Commissioner Udell asked Mrs. Kristy Harrison, County Staff Administrative Assistant, what the agent renting the Coliseum had told her.  She stated that Mr. Earl Harry had not described the actual purpose of the Coliseum rental and she understood that the purpose was to have a family-oriented event.

Mr. Earl Harry approached the podium and stated that he had been contacted by Big Face Entertainment and had agreed to provide 70% of the funding.  He wished to help the children of the community and stated that the car show that had been planned was in fact cancelled.  Mr. Harry stated that the entertainers had been contacted and had agreed not to have obscene language and gestures, racial slurs, and other such improper acts.  Mr. Harry stated that all flyers were posted after being given consent by the property owners.

Mr. Govan Knight, County employee, stated that Mr. Greg Scott, Recreation Director, had been provided the flyer by one of his employees who had found the flyer at one of the County’s parks.

Commissioner Udell stated that a large cross-section of the community was present showing their concern for the proposed entertainment.  He suggested that as elected officials, the Board should listen to the public.

Chairman Taylor asked why Mr. Harry had not brought the flyer to the County Office when he applied for Coliseum usage.

Mr. Harry advised the Board that the flier had not yet printed at that time.

Chairman Taylor called for public input.

Reverend F. W. Williams, Jr., asked Mr. Harry if he knew the nature of the entertainment.  Mr. Harry responded that he did know.

Mr. Williams stated that he would not step foot into such a program and hoped that the people of Suwannee County as well as the commissioners would strive to keep such acts out of the County.

Mr. Greg Scott, Recreation Director, stated that the flyers had been placed on park facilities and he found it disturbing that such flyers were posted where children were exposed to them and that such entertainment was misrepresented at the original request to use the facility.

Roger Miller asked if Mr. Harry knew what type of concert would occur.  Mr. Harry thought that he had told Mrs. Harrison that the entertainment would include a rap concert, but could have been mistaken.

Ms. Myra Jean Miller expressed concern about what was happening to the children and to protect them from such acts.  Mr. Harry responded that he was attempting to help young artists break out into the world.

Mr. Govan Knight expressed concerns for such activities and that the County’s morals should be protected.

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, stated that he objected to such a program held in a County facility.

Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, reminded the Board that the County had created an ordinance that was probably at odds with the proposed program.

Commissioner Udell read a portion of the County’s rental agreement policy and asked that the public respond to it.  The public responded unanimously that it was not socially acceptable.

Commissioner Udell moved to revoke the permit of Mr. Harry and refund his rental fees and security deposit.  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that Mr. Harry’s intentional misrepresentation of the program was a disgrace.  Commissioner Hatch stated that he did not wish to step on anyone’s freedom of speech, but such programs were not consistent with Suwannee County’s morals.  Commissioner Poole responded via telephone that he had children of his own and was concerned with the future if such programs were allowed in Suwannee County.  The motion to revoke carried unanimously.

Chairman Taylor asked that Mr. Harry be refunded his money as soon as possible.

Commissioner Udell stated for the record that he did not hold Mrs. Harrison responsible for any of what had occurred, as Mr. Harry had misrepresented the program. 

Commissioner Hatch suggested reviewing the Coliseum rental policy to take into account the public’s attitudes of morality.

Chairman Taylor thanked the public for their support and their determination to keep Suwannee County clean for a better future.

Commissioner Poole terminated his phone attendance of the meeting at 2:26 p.m.

Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, approached the podium and stated that Tropical Storm Gabrielle in the Gulf of Mexico had been declared as such earlier today and that the storm would stay stationary for some time before moving north-northeast.  Projections were that the tropical storm would strike around Perry, Florida before Monday.

Commissioner Udell asked about fees for the use of County buildings and requirements and fees for emergency personnel to be in attendance of such events.  Mr. McDonald stated that the Board of County Commissioners had passed such an ordinance in 1973.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he had not seen a special event ordinance.

Discussion ensued, and Mr. McDonald stated that he would have the Emergency Operations Center on stand-by over the weekend in the event that the tropical storm hit Suwannee County.

Mr. Harvey stated that the President of the United States had declared that all Federal offices would be closed on Friday to hold a day of mourning and had requested that all State and Local offices close as well.

Commissioner Hatch suggested that a letter of solidarity be written expressing Suwannee County’s support of the President of the United States.

After questioning, Mr. Harvey clarified that a day of mourning would not include essential personnel such as law enforcement, fire fighting, and emergency services.

Commissioner Hatch moved to hold a day of mourning on September 14, 2001, with all non-essential personnel to be given paid leave.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  There was discussion on clarification and of procedures.  It was clarified that those personnel called out would be paid as per holiday rates.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Courts, stated that the Clerk’s Office will be open as the Supreme Court of Florida had declared that the Courts would be open.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the emergency meeting.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Taylor adjourned the meeting at 2:37 p.m.
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