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September 7, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


9:01 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for an emergency meeting and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jerry Poole; and Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was also present.


The purpose of the meeting was to discuss paving a portion of Lowe Lake Road in Wellborn.

Chairman Taylor handed the gavel to Vice-Chairman Poole, who called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.  He called Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, to discuss the issue.

Mr. Brown stated that he had recently received a call concerning the bad shape of Lowe Lake Road near Wellborn.  He stated that because of the construction of the Wellborn Baptist Church, the road was being rapidly destroyed by heavy machinery.  He asked that 850 feet of the road be paved using Road Materials and Paving, with a current balance of over $49,000.  Mr. Brown stated that the cost should not exceed $10,000, even with the road being widened to 20 feet from the present 16 feet.

Commissioner Udell asked for clarification on where the road was located.  Mr. Brown responded that it was between an old gas station and the new Wellborn Baptist Church and cut through to CR 10 A.

Discussion ensued on the specifics of the road repair.

Commissioner Hatch was concerned with the amount of traffic using the road.

Commissioner Taylor stated that the road in question was an old and major thoroughfare to CR 49, CR 10 A, and US 90.  He felt that it was time for the County to repair the road to provide better service to the community.

Commissioner Taylor moved to repave Lowe Lake Road for 850 feet between CR 10 A and US 90 without advertising for bids.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers questioned the repair of a cut-through road and if there were other roads in more need of repair.  Mr. Brown stated that if this project were approved, $39,000 would remain in the Road Department’s budget for road repairs.  Discussion ensued on other road projects under concern.  Commissioner Hatch expressed concern with spending more money, but felt that under the circumstances this was a worthwhile project.  Commissioner Taylor reminded the Board that the Wellborn Baptist Church had lost their old building to fire some two years ago.  Commissioner Udell stated that he wished to pave any roads within the County if money could be found.  The motion to pave 850 feet of Lowe Lake Road between CR 10 A and US 90 carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the emergency meeting on paving a portion of Lowe Lake Road in Wellborn.  Commissioner Taylor seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, Vice-Chairman Poole adjourned the meeting at 9:25 a.m.
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