Book 29, Page 89
September 4, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Eric Musgrove and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m., and asked Sheriff Alton K. “Al” Williams to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The first item on the agenda was to present plaques by Chairman Taylor to Linda Dye and Pat Fletcher, retiring Zoning Board members.


Chairman Taylor presented plaques to Linda Dye for her service to the County.


Ms. Dye then thanked the Board for their faith in her abilities.


The following items were consent agenda items:

The second item on the agenda was a request for approval of minutes of meetings held on August 7, 14, and 21, 2001.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that on the page referenced as fifteen, there seemed to be an incomplete sentence.  Clerk Musgrove edited the sentence to make it complete.

The third item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoices.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

To be approved on 09-04-01

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
309,782.20

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
469,949.65

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
9,702.64

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
19,490.19

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
0.00

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
14.25

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
13,621.14

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
3,938.27

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
10,879.18

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
176,983.21

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
49,445.62

172
RECREATION FUND
$
13,854.31

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
13,365.81

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
4,404.58

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
16,480.49

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
38,798.01


BATCHES 2001-501 – 518




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,150,709.55

The fourth item on the agenda was a request for appointment of Dan Daughtry to fill the sub-contractor position on the Code Enforcement Board, replacing David Schiller who recently resigned.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request for appointment of Don Owens, Mayor of Branford, to the Tourist Development Council, replacing Lori Frierson, Branford Town Clerk.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request for appointment of Dick Moseley to the Tourist Development Council, replacing Suzanne Phillips, who had replaced Sharon Spring.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request for reappointment of Norman Protsman to the Tourist Development Council.

The eighth item on the agenda was a request to adopt a resolution proclaiming September 10, 2001 through September 15, 2001 as Rodeo Week in Suwannee County.

Commissioner Udell read the resolution proclaiming the week of September 10, 2001 through September 15, 2001 as Rodeo Week in Suwannee County.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the aforementioned agenda items.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items were General Business items:

The ninth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for additional agenda items.  Any additional matters the Board agreed to consider at this meeting would be heard under Agenda Item No. 32, Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

There were five additional agenda items:

A) Consider obtaining an engineer for County-funded road projects.

B) Discuss 6th cent uncollected gas tax money paid by Suwannee County citizens.

C) Authorize the Suwannee County Task Force on Domestic Violence to place a plaque on the Courthouse grounds on October 4, 2001 at 5:30 p.m.

D) Decision as to whether or not to demolish damaged T-hangars at the airport.

E) Approval of execution of Chairman of Subordination Agreement of the 2001 Kenneth D. and Karen M. Bates S.H.I.P. lien.

Commissioner Hatch reminded the Board that the first meeting in October would be held in Branford.

After some discussion, it was determined that the first regular Board meeting would be on October 2, 2001, not October 4.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the aforementioned items to the agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The tenth item on the agenda was public concerns or comments.

There were none.

The eleventh item on the agenda was staff reports.  

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, approached the podium and discussed the lease with the Clerk’s Office concerning records storage and that the lease would actually expire on September 30, 2001, not September 1 as originally thought.  He stated that storage containers were presently being prepared for the Clerk’s records.  Mr. Sharpless discussed the renovations to the County Office Building, Historic Renovations to the Courthouse, and demolition of certain County buildings.  He stated that there was an opening for a custodial worker and thanked the Board for their decision to not significantly reduce funding for Fiscal Year 2001-2002.

Commissioner Hatch asked about the Clerk’s stored furniture and possible uses by other County departments.  Deputy Clerk Musgrove responded that the furniture had been bought several years ago to use in space tentatively given to the Clerk by the Board before problems were found with the old library.  He stated that the furniture would have been used to replace older desks but there has never been the space required, and had thus been stored since purchase.

There was discussion about several offices that could use the furniture.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, reminded the Board that the furniture by Statute was the Clerk’s property until such time as he declared it surplus, at which time the Board could dispose of it how they wished.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, delivered his staff report and submitted a list of projects and their status.  He then discussed them in some detail, including the budget, historic renovations, and other such items.

Commissioner Udell asked about the possible change of the airport into a County-run department.  Mr. Harvey stated that he had not been present at the last budget meeting nor had he time to review what occurred then, but assumed that preparations were being made to transfer the airport to operations by the County.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the MSBU discussed on Mr. Harvey’s project sheet referred to the one recently postponed without Board action.  Commissioner Udell responded that he had given Mr. Harvey authorization to hold off on continuing the project.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that the action had originally been Board action, and should be postponed by Board action, not a single commissioner.

There was discussion on what had occurred in the last few weeks and the reason the MSBU was postponed.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he had not been informed that the MSBU report was postponed, and had been telling his constituents that the report was ongoing.

The Board agreed to look into the matter at the tentative budget hearing tonight.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, was not present.

Mr. John D. “Danny” Hales, Director of Libraries, discussed State programs, literacy programs, a position that will be available, and planned shows for the library in Live Oak.  He also discussed moving all remaining items from the old library and preschool programs in planning.

Mr. Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, discussed football and baseball programs, grants to which the Recreation Department would apply, and the paving of the road to the Sports Complex.

There was some discussion on driving and parking on the new road into the Sports Complex and uses for certain grants.

Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated that the Howell lawsuit trial date had not been sent, but would be shortly.  He apologized for the prior error and discussed an error on the S.H.I.P lien regarding the name of the lien holder.
Mr. Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Courts, stated that the financial summary sheets would be submitted after certain changes were made to them.

The twelfth item on the agenda was to introduce Paul Drake, Justice Benefits, Inc., who would discuss a program to recover revenue concerning some inmates incarcerated in the County jail.

Sheriff Williams approached the podium and stated that several members of the Sheriff’s Office had attended a State meeting at which recovering revenue was discussed.  He then presented Mr. Paul Drake.

Mr. Drake approached the podium and stated that Justice Benefits, Inc., was based in Dallas, Texas, and attempted to claim Federal entitlement money that was available to all counties within the United States.  He stated that only about 500 counties in the country presently attempt to recover this revenue, of which 450 were clients of Justice Benefits, Inc.  Mr. Drake then discussed several aspects of revenue recovery and stated that the fees were 22% of the money recovered.

Discussion ensued on certain aspects of the program.

Captain Mills stated that cutting off social security benefits for incarcerated prisoners was actually hurting smaller counties, and Justice Benefits, Inc., would allow the County to reap uncollected monies from the Federal government.

Further discussion ensued on the benefits of the program.

Commissioner Hatch moved to allow Mr. Airth to review the proposed contract and return at the next Board meeting with his recommendation.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Taylor called a short break at 9:57 a.m.

September 4, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

10:10 a.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order and skipped to agenda item number seventeen.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adopting a resolution vacating 244th Street located in Section 31, Township 5 South, Range 15 East.

Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, presented her staff reports and stated that the road closing was requested by Mr. Jerry Barnes.

Chairman Taylor asked that the applicant make his presentation.

Mr. Jerry Barnes approached the podium and stated that he owned land on both sides of the road and had had problems in the past with dumping and driving of off-road 4-wheelers on the property.

Chairman Taylor opened the floor to public comments.

Mr. Bill Furrow approached the podium and stated that closing the road would help the County in their financial situation by giving the applicant more land that the County could tax.  He further stated that the road was not in good condition despite repeated attempts by the Road Department to fix it.  Mr. Furrow supported the road closing.

Mr. Dean Cannon approached the podium and stated that Mr. Barnes was his father-in-law.  Mr. Cannon stated that the road was the scene of numerous late-night commotions and the scene of several accidents and near-accidents.

Mr. Jimmy Dicks approached the podium and stated that he agreed with everything that had been said and that the road was a backdoor of sorts to thievery.

Mr. Bob Cones approached the podium and stated that the road was bad on vehicles and was rarely traveled.  He supported the road closing.

Mr. Kenneth Tidwell approached the podium and stated that he had lived near the road in question since the 1970s.  He supported the road closing.

Chairman Taylor closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch briefly discussed the road in question and stated that several people had complained that the closing of the shortcut would force them to travel further, albeit only about 6/10 to 8/10 of a mile.  Commissioner Hatch pointed out the deficiencies of the road and that it would need to be repaired if kept by the County.  He further stated that a 24-hour vehicle count had shown that there were only 27 incidents of use, with many of these related to Mr. Barnes and his hay business.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that the Board had previously allowed road closings only when there was no opposition.  He stated that since there was apparently some opposition to the closing, the Board should be consistent and deny the road closing.

Commissioner Poole agreed with Commissioner Caruthers’ comments, but stated that much work was required before the road was up to County specifications.  He stated that the inconvenience of travelling a further half a mile to a paving road far outweighed the cost to repair the road and suggested closing the road despite the fact that he had received a couple of calls in opposition.

Commissioner Udell stated that he too had received calls in opposition to closing the road, but they were apparently not present.  He stated that the road was of “historic significance,” as it had been around for some time.  Commissioner Udell still suggested closing the road.

Commissioner Poole moved to adopt a resolution vacating 244th Street located in Section 31, Township 5 South, Range 15 East.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried 3-2, with Commissioner Hatch and Commissioner Caruthers opposed.

Chairman Taylor moved on to agenda item eighteen.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to amend the appeal procedures for non-ad valorem assessments.

Mr. Airth stated that there was only one change to the proposed ordinance, which was of a change in dates for filing appeals.

Commissioner Udell asked about how to determine low-income ownership.  Mr. Airth responded that it was elsewhere in the original ordinance, but felt that it was the poverty level according to Federal guidelines.

Commissioner Udell also questioned relief of assessments for those whose properties were worth less than $25,000 and therefore exempt under the Homestead exemption.  He felt that the owners were receiving double-credit.  Mr. Airth stated that being exempt from taxes due to the Homestead exemption did not necessarily mean that they were exempt from assessments.

Commissioner Hatch stated that Mr. George Burnham, Tax Collector, should notify the Board upon exemption, but that in past cases, those exempt were true hardship cases.

Chairman Taylor opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Taylor closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt an ordinance to amend the appeal procedure for non-ad valorem assessments with the amendment stated by Mr. Airth.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2001-14)
Chairman Taylor moved on to agenda item number nineteen.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider amending Suwannee County Resolution No. 2001-17 relating to issuance of the County’s Exempt Facility Revenue Bonds (Suwannee American Cement Project), Series 2001.

Mr. Chauncey W. Lever, Jr., Foley and Lardner – Attorneys at Law, approached the podium and stated that Suwannee American Cement had found better financial terms since the original resolution.  He stated that since there was also a change to the name of the owner, although it was technically the same company, it would require a public hearing before adoption.

Mr. Airth asked if the documentation would be provided to cancel the original agreement and a letter holding the County harmless.  Mr. Lever stated that a letter was provided.

Specifics of the interest rate change from a variable rate to a fixed one were presented.

Further discussion ensued on the issue, including liability.

After questioning by Commissioner Udell, it was stated for the record that the County was not subsidizing Suwannee American for any amount of money, despite what was reported after the first hearing.

Chairman Taylor opened the floor to public comments.  There were none, and Chairman Taylor closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to amend Suwannee County Resolution No. 2001-17 relating to issuance of the County’s Exempt Facility Revenue Bonds (Suwannee American Cement Project), Series 2001.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2001-57)
Chairman Taylor returned to agenda item number sixteen.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for one used pick-up truck bed (sealed bid # 2001-09).

There were three bids:

The first bid was from Suwannee Salvage, Inc., of Live Oak, Florida.  Their bid was $357.00.

The second bid was from American Automotive, of Live Oak, Florida.  Their bid was $265.00.

The third bid was from Walt’s Live Oak Ford Mercury of Live Oak, Florida.  Their bid was $350.00.

Mr. Sharpless stated that the apparent high bidder was Suwannee Salvage at $357.00.

Commissioner Poole moved to award the bid for a truck bed to Suwannee Salvage for $357.00.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Sharpless stated that during preparations for demolition in several County buildings, he had received approximately $60 in scrap metal.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to review the Bay County Housing Finance Authority Housing Revenue Bond Program and authorize advertising for a public hearing on October 2, 2001.

Mr. Ralph Cellon, Jr., of Morgan Keegan and Company, Inc., approached the podium and stated that the purpose of the program was to allow small- and medium-sized counties to pool their resources to receive a lower borrow rate.  He asked that the Board hold a public hearing as required by law and stated that the County had no administrative liability, but would cost small amounts in advertising the public hearing.

There was some discussion on the specifics of the proposed agreement and eligible types of dwellings.

Commissioner Caruthers reminded the Board that the October 2, 2001 Board meeting would be held in Branford.

There was further discussion about advertising.

Commissioner Hatch moved to hold a public hearing on October 2, 2001 at 10:00 a.m. in Branford to consider adopting a resolution authorizing Suwannee County to enter into an agreement with the Bay County Housing Finance Authority for their Housing Revenue Bond Program.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was a request for a tax abatement resolution for two prospective companies.

Mr. Eddy Hillhouse, President of the Suwannee County Economic Alliance, approached the podium and first discussed Gulf Atlantic.  He stated that wages would be at least 115% above the County’s average annual income.  Mr. Hillhouse stated that roads would need to be placed at the Highway 90 East Commercial District and asked for resolution to allow the Board to discuss a 75% tax abatement for the first seven years for the company at a later date.

Commissioner Udell recommended the tax abatement for Gulf Atlantic.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt a resolution allowing Gulf Atlantic to request tax abatement.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  After further discussion and clarification as to what should actually be approved, Commissioner Caruthers withdrew his second, and Commissioner Udell withdrew his motion.

Commissioner Udell moved to consider a public hearing at some point in the future for Gulf Atlantic to request tax abatement.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Hillhouse then discussed Suwannee American’s plan to build their corporate headquarters building in Suwannee County.  Mr. Hillhouse advised the Board that the jobs provided would earn an average of $45,000 per employee per year.  He further stated that Suwannee American’s request was for a 100% abatement for ten years on the corporate headquarters building.
Commissioner Hatch moved to consider a public hearing at some point in the future for Suwannee American to request tax abatement on their corporate headquarters.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was a request for final plat approval of the Savannah Plantation Subdivision.

This item was withdrawn from the agenda.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for one used pick-up truck bed.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item number thirteen.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adopting a resolution vacating 244th Street located in Section 31, Township 5 South, Range 15 East.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item number thirteen.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to amend the appeal procedures for non-ad valorem assessments.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item thirteen.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider amending Suwannee County Resolution No. 2001-17 relating to issuance of the County’s Exempt Facility Revenue Bonds (Suwannee American Cement Project), Series 2001.

This item was discussed prior to agenda item number thirteen.

The twentieth item on the agenda was a request to approve the engineer’s recommendations on sites for the Wellborn Water system improvements (well and elevated tank).

Mr. Michael P. Murphy, President of William M. Bishop Consulting Engineers, Inc., approached the podium and discussed the improvements in question.  He stated that all proceedings would need to be approved by the State Department of Community Affairs.  Mr. Murphy then discussed the possible sites for a new water well, one on the south side of Wellborn, one southwest of Wellborn near Wellborn Baptist Church that is currently under construction, and one on the north side.  He recommended Site #2 for the well (near Wellborn Baptist Church) and the existing well site for the proposed elevated tank.

Discussion ensued on costs for the project and sizes of the well and water tank.

Commissioner Caruthers asked for further proof that Site #2 was the best site.  Mr. Murphy stated that all three sites presented were feasible, but his choice was due to the fact that using both wells at once from opposite sides would allow better flow than both wells using the same section of pipe.  He further stated that if economic development increased north of Wellborn, grants could be applied for that would allow the County to develop a third well further north of the first if need be.

Further discussion ensued on the issue.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the engineer’s recommendations to have Site #2 (near Wellborn Baptist Church) as the primary site for the Wellborn Water system improvements (well).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Hatch moved to locate the proposed elevated tank at the existing well site.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell moved to allow the survey and environmental assessment for the sites in question.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Scott Koon, North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, stated that the Board would need to make a motion allowing the engineer to continue with the proposal.

Commissioner Udell moved to allow the engineer to continue with the proposal.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Koon stated that he would return in a few months with an amendment to the grant showing the County’s decision on where to locate the well and water tank.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 11:43 a.m. for lunch, to return at 1:00 p.m.
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1:03 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order and moved to Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

The thirty-second item on the agenda was Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

A) Consider obtaining an engineer for County-funded road projects.

Commissioner Hatch moved to name Mr. Frank Darabi as engineer for County-funded road projects.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

B) Discuss 6th cent uncollected gas tax money paid by Suwannee County citizens.

Commissioner Hatch stated that there had been problems of price hiking in Suwannee County since Columbia County had increased their taxes; in other words, the retailers were gaining an additional $.06 per gallon of profit.  He stated that this was against the spirit of the Motor Fuel Marketing Act of 1985.  Commissioner Hatch stated that the only way to make it fair was for the County to charge a $.06 gas tax, which would add an additional $1.2 to $1.4 million per year for the County without an additional cost to the taxpayers.

Commissioner Udell reiterated that a public hearing should clearly inform the public that they are already in essence paying the tax, but the profit was now going to the retailers instead of the County.

Commissioner Hatch moved to set a public hearing on Tuesday, October 16th, 2001, at 7:00 p.m. to entertain setting a $.06 gas tax.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  There was discussion as to what the law stated and the costs to the taxpayers of Suwannee County.  Commissioner Caruthers wished to  be furnished documentation about the tax and also consider restricting the funds to limited and certain road uses.  Mr. Darabi stated that Columbia County and Hamilton County’s gas prices were actually cheaper than in Suwannee County, and there was no real difference between Columbia County (with the $.06 gas tax) and Suwannee County (without the $.06 gas tax), with the exception of Wal-Mart.  The motion to hold a public hearing carried unanimously.

After questioning by Commissioner Caruthers, Mr. Darabi stated that it would take a super-vote of at least 4 votes to apply the tax.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was a request for the Board to accept an easement for a new truck route.

Mr. Dennis Music approached the podium and discussed the proposed truck route through property owned by DDJ, of which he was partial owner.  He offered to deed to the County the required easement for the proposed route.  Mr. Music asked that the only stipulations be that the road be built within a year if appropriate funding is provided and that the right-of-way be fenced for safety issues.

After questioning by Commissioner Udell, Mr. Music and Mr. Darabi stated that a 100-foot right-of-way was required.

Commissioner Udell moved for preliminary acceptance of an easement from DDJ for a new truck route upon determination of costs and engineering, with the Board to make final approval at that time.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and after further discussion on costs, the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was a presentation of a proposed amendment to Chapter 6 of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County pertaining to the sale of alcoholic beverages.

Mr. Tim Alcorn approached the podium and stated that the ordinance would concern convention facilities (permanent indoor facilities of over 500 persons) and only occur when conventions were being held, with consumption at specific times.

There was discussion on challenges to the ordinance of 1980 dealing with the consumption of alcohol and the affect upon other businesses.  Discussion also ensued about the qualifications of a permanent facility and prohibiting usage on County property.

Mr. Harvey reiterated that requirements included permanent indoor seating for 500 people or more and permanent transient lodging facilities for 50 people or more.

Commissioner Udell moved to hold a public hearing to consider amending Chapter 6 of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County pertaining to the sale of alcoholic beverages at convention facilities during conventions between certain specified hours.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was a request for approval and execution of an Emergency Management Preparedness and Assistance (EMPA) Base Grant agreement.

Deputy Clerk Tyson stated that Mr. McDonald was on an emergency call and asked to discuss the issue after he returned.  It was discussed after agenda item twenty-five.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was to discuss following through with the Board’s decision on August 3, 1999 to vacate 50th Street.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that the road in question was actually 52nd Street.  He further stated that the person who purchased the land in question since the original discussion in August of 1999 had no desire to close the road and only asked for mowing maintenance on it.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that the Road Department had not contacted him about the road, although it was in his district, and this disturbed him.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to strike the item from the agenda.  Motion died for lack of a second.

Mr. Brown discussed the issue and asked that the Board give him direction.  He stated that the road would need to be rebuilt or either the property abandoned.
Commissioner Caruthers stated that the County should vacate all such roads at once if the owners wished it, instead of what was now being proposed.  He stated that he had sent letters to the Road Department requesting that they mow the road per the landowner’s intent.

Mr. Harvey stated that the Board’s intent to advertise to hold a public hearing to close the road had never been carried out and they were now asking for Board action on 

the issue, as it was in limbo.

Commissioner Caruthers again stated that he felt the road did not need to be closed.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a resolution to set a public hearing to consider closing 52nd Road upon the County’s initiative.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.  (See Resolution No. 2001-62)

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he felt no need to close the road and the Board could have determined that today.  He reiterated that he did not support closing roads that had citizen opposition.

 The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was a request to revisit the request for approval to expand the scope of work on Gold Kist Boulevard to include a four-way stop at the intersection of Gold Kist Boulevard and 80th Terrace.

Mr. Brown stated that after discussion with others, a stop sign was determined to be a feasible solution to the problems.  He asked for approval to place signage indicating emergency vehicle crossings as well as stop signs.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that as he had discussed earlier, the proposal did not meet requirements.  He stated that the road had been modified during the ongoing reconstruction to skirt safety requirements.  Commissioner Caruthers disagreed with the proposal.

Commissioner Udell stated that the road was split between his and Commissioner Caruthers’ district and wanted the stop signs placed.  He stated that it did not matter what the State or Federal requirements were when it came to safety issues.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve an expanded scope of work on Gold Kist Boulevard to include a four-way stop at the intersection of Gold Kist Boulevard and 80th Terrace.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and after further discussion, the motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.

Chairman Taylor returned to the twenty-third item on the agenda, which was a request for approval and execution of an Emergency Management Preparedness and Assistance (EMPA) Base Grant agreement.

Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, approached the podium and stated that this was one of the grants to which the County regularly applied.  Mr. McDonald stated that the grant would be for $102,974, with a $3,000 County match.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve and execute an Emergency Management Preparedness and Assistance (EMPA) Base Grant agreement.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Agreement No. 2001-??) (pending)
Mr. McDonald stated that due to the County’s financial position, he had prepared a letter for the Chairman’s signature requesting that the State provide a 25% advance on EMPA Contract Number 02CP-04-03-71-01-061.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a letter requesting a 25% advance for EMPA Contract Number 02CP-04-03-71-01-061.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was to present additional information concerning an update to the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps.

Mr. Harvey approached the podium and stated that a public hearing would be required to inform the public of the changes once FEMA approved them.  He would approach the Board later for a request for a public hearing once FEMA approved the changes.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was a request to consider requesting funds from the City of Live Oak to support the E-911 Dispatch.

Mr. Harvey stated that discussion was underway in charging the City of Live Oak for the substantial costs to the E-911 Dispatch.

Discussion ensued on cost sharing based on a percentage of usage.

The Board agreed to research the issue further.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a proposed agreement with ITM Group to hold counseling sessions with their clients in the voting precinct building located on the Nobles Ferry Road.

Mr. Airth stated that with the assistance of the Supervisor of Elections, he had prepared a lease agreement with ITM Group for one-year term at $50 per month.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to enter into an agreement with ITM Group for a one-year lease at $50 per month.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was a request for approval of execution by the Chairman of Subordination Agreement of the 1998 Santos and Patricia Castro S.H.I.P. lien.

Mr. Airth stated that the County’s position was second to a primary lender.

Commissioner Caruthers moved for approval of execution by the Chairman of Subordination Agreement of the 1998 Santos and Patricia Castro S.H.I.P. lien.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirtieth item on the agenda was a request to authorize participation with the Department of Environmental Protection on waste tire removal and to set amnesty days.


Commissioner Hatch stated that the Department of Environmental Protection had agreed to remove the tires for free and suggested participating in the plan.


Mr. Brown stated that there were several criteria to be met, including the naming of a contact person, no more than 25 tires deposited per household, and landowners signing an agreement forbidding them to put more tires on the land.


The Board elected without a vote to authorize Ms. Debbie Vickers to be the contact person with the Department of Environmental Protection.


Discussion ensued on the number of tires, locations of stockpiles, and who would be doing the work.


Commissioner Caruthers suggested that the County assist in loading tires, since the end result would be to ease the West Nile Virus problem.


Discussion continued on deposit sites and timelines.


Ms. Vickers stated that the Department of Environmental Protection would need a letter authorizing what had been discussed and giving them two or three options.


Chairman Taylor called a short recess at 2:10 p.m.
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Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order and discussion continued on agenda item thirty.

Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize participation with the Department of Environmental Protection on waste tire removal, set Ms. Debbie Vickers as contact person, and allow her to determine possible further avenues of collection and amnesty dates.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and after further discussion on satellite collection sites and dates, the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-first item on the agenda a request to consider purchase of the old Suwannee Valley Electric property (Table at the August 21, 2001 meeting).


Commissioner Udell stated that the item had been tabled at the August 21, 2001 meeting partially because the Sheriff had been out of town at the time.  He stated that other major concerns were the possibility of contamination at the site and differences in legal and actual ownership of property.  He discussed certain aspects of the proposed purchase.  Commissioner Udell discussed several questions of Commissioner Caruthers, including appraisal, ownership of certain property, and possible contamination.  He stated that the purchase price would be $425,000 instead of $420,000 as he stated at the last regular meeting, which was less than the $440,000 agreed upon in the original agreement.


Commissioner Hatch stated that when he was elected, he was opposed to the purchase of the property.  He stated that after careful consideration and concession of Suwannee Valley Electric, he had changed his mind and now supported the purchase.


Commissioner Caruthers stated that he had not been in contact with Sheriff Williams and looked at the issue as a new one.  He then read a letter submitted to the other commissioners that dealt with several of the problems he found with the proposed purchase.  These included having a County engineer survey the site, appraisal of the property, a clear and updated title, estimated costs on renovations, environmental audits, and the use of the tower and mobile home at no cost to the County.  He asked for documentation to answer his questions.


Commissioner Poole discussed each of Commissioner Caruthers’ issues and stated that he had no problem with an appraisal of the property and had discussed the building with the Maintenance Department.  He agreed with having a County engineer survey the property but did not feel that with a no-fault agreement, the County needed to have an environmental audit.


Commissioner Caruthers stated that he was not an engineer.  He stated that even if the property was purchased, the County would still need to have an extension of the remaining balance of the SunTrust loan money to avoid arbitrage.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve the purchase of the old Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative property.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  There was discussion about the use of the tower and the clouded titles with the actual property to be purchased.  Upon questioning by Commissioner Caruthers, Mr. Airth did not know why Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative could not clear the title to the property they claim to own.  Discussion also ensued about the temporary use of the trailers in which the Sheriff’s Criminal Division is currently located.  Deputy Clerk Tyson stated that the County had already seen how Suwannee Valley dealt with the County concerning $20,000, and their willingness to litigate.  He further stated that if environmental problems were found on the property, a hold-harmless agreement would do the owner (the County) no good, tying up County funds in lawsuits for years to come.  Deputy Clerk Tyson asked if the Board had spoken to its County environmental engineer, Frank Darabi and had him either perform an environmental survey or even review the merits of the surveys SVEC had commissioned.  The Board responded that it had not.  Commissioner Udell stated that he had spoken with the County Attorney and agreed with the latter.  There was discussion about amending the motion to have Mr. Darabi survey the property for environmental damage.  Commissioner Udell asked for clarification on hold-harmless agreements.  Mr. Airth advised the Board that the agreement was like any other and might have to be enforced by a court if disputes arose.  He also agreed that the State Department of Environmental Protection and Federal Environmental Protection Agency look to property owners first when enforcement action was necessary.  There was discussion on who was responsible for environmental damage.  The motion to purchase the Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative property carried 4-1, with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.

The thirty-second item on the agenda was Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

There were five additional agenda items:

A) Consider obtaining an engineer for County-funded road projects.

This item was discussed after agenda item twenty.

B) Discuss 6th cent uncollected gas tax money paid by Suwannee County citizens.

This item was discussed after agenda item twenty.

C) Authorize the Suwannee County Task Force on Domestic Violence to place a plaque on the Courthouse grounds on October 4, 2001 at 5:30 p.m.

Chairman Taylor stated that Mrs. Barbara Ceryak had requested that a plaque be placed on Courthouse grounds.

Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize the Suwannee County Task Force on Domestic Violence to place a plaque on the Courthouse grounds on October 4, 2001 at 5:30 p.m.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

D) Decision as to whether or not to demolish damaged T-hangars at the airport.

Mr. Sharpless approached the podium and stated that the T-hangars in question were damaged by a recent thunderstorm and were in need of either repair or demolition.  He suggested that they be demolished and replaced by new hangars that were projected to be constructed through current grants.

Commissioner Udell moved to demolish damaged T-hangars at the airport.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and after discussion on the possibility of waiting to demolish the old hangars until new ones were created and with a determination that the old hangars were a serious liability, the motion carried unanimously.

E) Approval of execution of Chairman of Subordination Agreement of the 2001 Kenneth D. and Karen M. Bates S.H.I.P. lien.

Mr. Airth recommended execution.

Commissioner Udell moved for approval of execution of Chairman of Subordination Agreement of the 2001 Kenneth D. and Karen M. Bates S.H.I.P. lien.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-third item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments.

Commissioner Udell discussed annual fees for legal advertising.  Mrs. Sue Lamb of the Suwannee Democrat and Deputy Clerk Tyson stated that the Suwannee Democrat was the only newspaper in the County that currently met all qualifications to make legal advertisements, including being in business for one year.

Discussion ensued on the criteria for advertising legal ads.

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 3:20 p.m.
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