Book 28, Page 194
August 7, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk, and Frank Salvati, Deputy Clerk Assistant.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m., and asked Commissioner Poole to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The following items were consent agenda items:

The first item on the agenda was a request for approval of minutes of meetings held on July 10, July 17, and July 24, 2001.

Commissioner Caruthers asked that the deputy clerk check the pages referenced as 12 and 17 for errors regarding a commissioner’s requests and a spelling error.  After research, the deputy clerk made the required corrections.

The second item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoices.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

To be approved on 08-07-01

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
386,243.37

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
525,735.67

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
9,823.21

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
16,335.45

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
10.00

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
10.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
22,183.84

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
580.03

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
4,331.17

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
6,707.45

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
725,745.61

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
155,703.41

172
RECREATION FUND
$
27,243.62

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
24,411.78

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
18,761.01

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
33,862.32

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
40,476.15
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GRAND TOTAL
$
1,998,164.09

The third item on the agenda was a request for approval of payroll change notice for Lewis Thomas, Public Works Department.

Commissioner Caruthers asked to discuss this issue separately.  Chairman Taylor advised Commissioner Caruthers to go ahead with his discussion.

Commissioner Caruthers asked that all pay raises other than longevity be frozen and stated that Mr. Lewis Thomas had already received some $7.00 per hour in pay raises in the past eighteen months.  Commissioner Caruthers advised the Board that the Road Department budget was already in trouble and that grants had their disadvantages.  He suggested a study of grants and a budget need analysis and cautioned against any pay increases and discretionary spending.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to freeze the pay raise of Mr. Lewis Thomas and similar increases.  Commissioner Hatch seconded for the purpose of discussion but preferred to delay this item until later.

Commissioner Udell stated that Mr. Thomas, as the second in command at the Road Department, was currently paid less than supervisors were at the Road Department.  With the responsibilities assigned to his position he should receive the proposed pay increase.  Commissioner Udell stated that the pay increase would not negatively impact the Road Department budget.

Commissioner Hatch pointed out that some of the supervisors made more than Mr. Thomas because of longevity and other factors.  He also noted that Mr. Thomas had taken on a lot of additional responsibility, but there should be consistency in the mandates to all other departments regarding pay increases.

Commissioner Poole agreed with Commissioner Udell on Mr. Thomas’ duties and performance but also agreed with Commissioner Hatch and Commissioner Caruthers.

Commissioner Poole moved to table the issue of a pay increase for Mr. Lewis Thomas until a later date.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourth item on the agenda was a request for appointment of A. W. Gaylord from Commission District 5 to the Zoning Board of Adjustment & Planning and the Zoning Board.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request for appointment of Goldie Mae Gaylard from Commission District 4 to the Zoning Board of Adjustments & Planning and the Zoning Board.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request for reappointment of Lyn Brown to the Suwannee County Museum Association, replacing Carol Herring who is now an employee of the Museum.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request for reappointment of Mary Meeks to the Suwannee County Museum Association.

The eighth item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of an invoice dated July 31, 2001 in the amount of $3,150 to Suwannee Valley Engineering for services rendered on the demolition project.

The ninth item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of Invoice No. 1 in the amount of $11,562 to Keen Engineering and Surveying, Inc., for design plans, bid documents, and the Suwannee River Water Management District package for the rodeo arena addition.

The tenth item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of Invoice No. 5 in the amount of $43,413 to Keen Engineering and Surveying, Inc., for engineering services through July 26, 2001 for the CR 250 widening and resurfacing project.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of Invoice No. 5 in the amount of $27,696 to Keen Engineering and Surveying, Inc., for engineering services through July 26, 2001 for the CR 132 widening and resurfacing project.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of Pay Request No. 5 for the period ending July 26, 2001 in the amount of $222,868.19 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc., for work performed on the CR 132 project.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of Pay Request No. 5 for the period ending July 26, 2001 in the amount of $277,524.91 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc., for work performed on the CR 250 project.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of Pay Request No. 1 for the period ending July 27, 2001 in the amount of $59,022.61 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc., for work performed on CR 795.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the consent agenda, less item three, which was tabled.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items were general business items:

The fifteenth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for additional agenda items.  Any additional matters the Board agreed to consider at this meeting would be heard under Agenda Item No. 39, Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

There were thirteen additional agenda items:

A) Approval of Memorandum of Agreement with the Department of State, Division of Elections, pertaining to distribution of funds appropriated for Voting Systems Assistance.

B) Approve payment of Invoice No. 42373-352-0701 in the amount of $5,245 to Earth Tech Consulting, Inc., for services rendered on the Airport Project during the period of April 26 through June 22, 2001 (12-Unit T-Hangar and Infrastructure).

C) Approve payment of Invoice No. 42373-353-0701 in the amount of $8,490 to Earth Tech Consulting, Inc., for services rendered on the Airport Project during the period of April 26 through June 22, 2001 (Taxiway B Rehabilitation and Extension).

D) Approve payment of an invoice dated July 31, 2001 in the amount of $1,800 to Suwannee Valley Engineering for preparation of electrical, mechanical, and plumbing plans for the Administration Building Renovations.

E) Authorize advertisement for a registered surveyor to review subdivision plats for compliance with Chapter 177 of the Florida Statutes.

F) Approval and execution of a supplemental agreement with Earth Tech Consulting, Inc., pertaining to navigational aids at the Airport.

G) Consider request from Suwannee American Cement to set a public hearing to change their bond.

H) Approval and execution of an agreement between Suwannee County and Mizell’s Produce, Co., Inc. to allow the County to temporarily place two metal storage units on property owned by Mizell’s.

I) Appointment of William Don Hale, Jr., to the Suwannee County Development Authority representing Commission District One.

J) Danny Hales on filling positions at the Library.

K) Consider request to the State for aerial spraying for mosquitoes.

L) Board tour of the old Pic ‘N Save Building for possible future use.

M) A request to go onto Wyatt O’Neal’s property to replace limerock washed away onto 119th Road.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to add the aforementioned items to the agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, advised the Board that Mr. Harvey wanted item 34 removed from agenda.

Commissioner Hatch moved to remove item 34 from the agenda.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was public concerns or comments.

Mr. George Fuller advised the Board that there was expensive equipment in the old 911 Mapping and Addressing building that had been vacated and the equipment needs to be moved for protection.

Mrs. Marion Harvard and Mrs. Diane Williams addressed the Board to thank them for the security system for the Vivid Visions shelter.  They stated that 89 persons had been sheltered by the facility so far this year.  Mrs. Harvard again thanked the Board and presented each with a gift, a photo by Mrs. Debbie Rice.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was staff reports.  

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, mentioned that the air conditioning unit in the old 911 building was still operating and the equipment located therein was safe.  He discussed space and storage.

Commissioner Hatch brought up disposing of some items currently being stored through destruction or auction.

The status of other buildings was discussed.  Mr. Sharpless advised he had removed his request from the next year’s budget for a new truck.  He also addressed County Office renovations and wished to settle the elevator issue in order to move forward on the construction.  He brought up a Board Department Staff Meeting conducted on August 6th by Mr. Harvey and stated that all of the department heads and employees appreciated the status update.

Commissioner Caruthers asked about the demolition of the old library.  He asked why the old library could not be used for space.  He advised the Board that he had walked through with two different contractors.  The thought was that the building may not need to be demolished, and the numerous tests thus far had been inconclusive.

Commissioner Poole asked if the elevator in the old library still worked.  Mr. Sharpless responded that it still did.

Mr. Sharpless advised the Board that he was here to carry out the Board’s desire and to advise the Board with technical information.

Commissioner Hatch stated that he also had questions about the viability of this and other buildings.  He stated he intends to have the County Engineer give the Board either a condemnation or approval on the old library and other buildings.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, was not present.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, gave a status report on road paving projects.  He stated that some drainage problems on Goldkist Boulevard had been improved and that he and Mr. Carroll had recently looked at the spots about which the public had been complaining.  He further discussed the measures taken.

Commissioner Caruthers requested that the Road Department return phone calls to the citizens in the Goldkist Boulevard area and asked about a fire that destroyed a road grader.  Mr. Brown responded that the insurance company was investigating the situation, and the insurance company was currently renting the County a grader to use.

Mr. John D. “Danny” Hales, Director of Libraries, advised the Board that he may wish to discuss item K but would wait until later in the agenda.  He stated that some grants were in question but it appeared they would be funded.   Mr. Hales stated that the Summer Program was over and appeared to have been very successful.  The Library was now preparing for the start of school, which increased demand for services.  He thanked all of the County departments for the lawn mowing at the library.  Mr. Hales also stated that the budget processes in Madison and Hamilton Counties were also underway and both of those counties looked financially sound.  He stated that he had cut his proposed budget by $80,000 and hoped that would suffice.

Mr. Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, stated that the girls softball team had placed 5th in the regional tournament and thanked the Board for their personal support.  He advised the Board that four juveniles had broken into the Recreation Center at Hale Park and vandalized the building and office equipment.  The juveniles were apprehended with the assistance of a Green Thumb worker, who notified the police.  Mr. Scott stated that the Students Working Against Tobacco (SWAT) Program was using the Hale Park building.  He stated that the School Board may offer some portables for sports complex use but the Recreation Department may not have the funding for the moving and set-up costs.  There may be other portables available for other County uses if there was any interest, and he asked the Board to advise him so he could advise the School Board.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Scott to discuss the portables with County Coordinator Ed Harvey at a later time.   Commissioner Udell asked for the total fees paid by the children for uses of recreation services, as he had several citizens that may wish to assist with paying the fees as a grant contribution.

Mr. Scott expressed appreciation for the Sheriff’s work squad with landscape maintenance in the County.

Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, delivered a brief report with no new information.

Commissioner Caruthers asked about information regarding some Board department heads that had not been supplying him with requested information.  Mr. Airth responded that the had sent the department head in question a letter notifying him that the Board employed department heads and they should report to the Board when requested.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if he must sue for public records requests under Florida Statute 125.  Mr. Airth suggested that the Board could issue a directive for the department head in question to furnish Commissioner Caruthers with the requested information.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the Board had any input.  There was nothing further discussed on the issue.

Chairman called a recess at 10:00 a.m.

August 7, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

10:20 a.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if the Board had any comments on his prior requests regarding records.

Commissioner Udell asked if the records keeper was Mr. Dasher.  Commissioner Caruthers responded that these records were in the custody of a department head.

Commissioner Poole and Commissioner Hatch both stated that they had not had a similar problem receiving records.  Commissioner Hatch suggested that Commissioner Caruthers do whatever he needed to do in order to resolve his records request.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Airth to proceed with whatever was necessary to obtain the records requested and he would provide Mr. Airth with a list of records not delivered.

Mr. Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Courts, addressed the monthly greenbar, information regarding the Road Department, and the graphical representation of a deficit for August.  He stated that by the end of the month, the Road Department should have some revenues that would change this graph.

Mr. Edward Harvey addressed the Board.

Commissioner Hatch requested that Mr. Harvey address pay increases and the status of the freezes.  Mr. Harvey responded that longevity increases were in the next year’s budget.  He stated that the pay increases given to the Public Works Department were continued in the next budget, but there was no across-the-board pay increases in the budget.

Commissioner Hatch moved to deny the pay increase for Lewis Thomas.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  Commissioner Udell stated that the increase would not come from ad valorem taxes.

While he understood the positions of the other commissioners, Commissioner Caruthers was opposed to the promotion of Mr. Thomas in the first place.

Commissioner Udell hinted that there were some underlying issues he did not wish to bring up.  He suggested it had to do with Mr. Thomas’ race, not with merit.

Commissioner Hatch stated this was not relative to his motive to deny the pay increase.

Commissioner Udell stated he was not implying it was the motive of Commissioner Hatch, but believed it was the motive of Commissioner Caruthers.

Commissioner Taylor stated that he believed Mr. Thomas also deserved the raise.  

Commissioner Poole asked Mr. Brown what the prior agreement was.  Mr. Brown responded that after his probationary period, Mr. Thomas was to get a pay increase.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that the issue of Mr. Thomas’ raise had nothing to do with his race.  He stated that it was wrong to bring personal issues into this situation.  Commissioner Caruthers stated that the Road Department fund balances were steadily decreasing and there were factors of finance that was restricting all raises; as such, Mr. Thomas should not be an exception.

Commissioner Udell stated he would place this on every agenda until this Board did the right thing.

Commissioner Hatch asked Mr. Brown how this increase would be financed.  Mr. Brown responded that there were some high-dollar employees that are about to retire, and this would help fund this raise for Mr. Thomas.   Mr. Brown advised the Board that there were other sources for funding.

Commissioner Hatch stated he would hate to think this was personal.  He requested that all departments set examples and did not want Mr. Thomas to be some rallying cry.  He pointed out that though the Road and Bridge Fund was funded quarterly through gas tax funds, it was still a County department.  Commissioner Hatch wished to withdraw his motion to deny Mr. Thomas’ raise if Commissioner Caruthers would withdraw his second.

Commissioner Udell stated that if this Board did not do the right thing and give Mr. Thomas his raise, Commissioner Udell would make it a “rallying cry.”

Commissioner Caruthers called for question on the issue.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The original motion to deny Mr. Thomas’ pay increase failed four to one, with Commissioner Caruthers voting for the motion.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the pay increase.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried, with Commissioner Caruthers voting against the motion.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was for Alvin Butler, Program Director for ITM Group, to request permission to use the voters’ precinct building on Nobles Ferry Road for counseling sessions with probationers.

Mr. Butler addressed the Board and made his request to use the voters’ precinct building on Nobles Ferry Road for counseling.  He asked to use the building on Monday evenings for 4-5 hours.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the use of the voters’ precinct building on Nobles Ferry Road for counseling sessions by ITM Group.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to review the S.H.I.P. annual report.

Mr. Saunders Tyre, S.H.I.P. representative, referred to the agenda package material.  He pointed out some of the figures and stated that 39 households were helped with acquiring homes and 19 with emergency repairs.  Mr. Tyre addressed the next home ownership class and stated that 95 persons had gone through the class.  He advised the Board that he taught the program with assistance of other local sources of information on finance, and many other aspects of home ownership.

Commissioner Hatch asked for some how-to information on how to enter the program.
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General discussion on the program ensued regarding acquiring a home through the program.  Mr. Tyre presented documents for certification and signing to be returned later to S.H.I.P.

The twentieth item on the agenda was to report on the status of the 97th Road right-of-way request of Iris Eastwood.

Mr. Brown gave a report on the right-of-way and stated that if the Eastwoods need a survey, they should get one themselves.  Based on other legal documents, the right-of-way seemed to be clear as far as the County was concerned.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open requests for proposals for insurance for general liability, automobile, property, public officials’ and employees’ liability, and workers’ compensation.

Mrs. Luanne Mixon, Administrative Services Director, stated she would open the Requests For Proposals (RFPs) and stated there would be no dollar figures.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that copies should be left with the Clerk.

The first RFP was from McGriff Williams for workers’ comprehensive coverage from FCCI and general liability and public officials liability insurance with St. Paul Insurance.

The second RFP was from B.W. Helvenston and Sons of Live Oak for public officials liability insurance from Coregis Insurance and workers’ comprehensive coverage from Harbor Specialty Insurance Company.

The third RFP was from Arthur J. Gallagher and Co. of Orlando for employees and public officials liability insurance with Public Risk Management and Commercial Property and Liability, Public Risk Management.  Workers’ comprehensive coverage was apparently not proposed.

Mrs. Mixon stated that the RFPs would be reviewed and negotiations entered into later, with copies left with the Clerk.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Chapter 70, Article II of the Codified Ordinances of Suwannee County establishing a new section which provides for local administration of the Tourist Development Tax.

Mr. Airth briefed the Board on the issue.

Chairman Taylor opened the public hearing on the proposed ordinance to public comments.  There were no comments, and Chairman Taylor closed the floor to public comments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve an ordinance amending the collection of the Tourist Development Tax.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2001-13)

The twenty-third item on the agenda was to consider adoption of a resolution advertising to hold a public hearing relating to an Application for Road Closing by Jerry L. Barnes, Sr., to close 244th Street, a County-graded road located off State Road 247.

Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, presented the issue to the Board.  She stated that the issue was to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider the issue.

Discussion ensued and it was pointed out that the road was completely within Mr. Barnes’ property, and there were other connector roads in the immediate vicinity.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a resolution to advertise to hold a public hearing to consider closing 244th Street of State Road 247.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2001-53)

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 11:20 a.m. for lunch.
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1:04 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was to consider final plat approval of the Turkey Trott Subdivision.

Mrs. Odom addressed the Board and stated that the preliminary plat had a condition for reconfiguring the lot sizes.  She advised the Board that lots 1 and 2 had variances of the 3 to 1 ratio, and the EMS response time was given a variance.  The County Attorney’s comments were that a licensed attorney did not review the plat, but was instead done by an abstract and title company.  Mrs. Odom stated that the Board had previously accepted this.  The dedicated right-of-way to the County was discussed.

Commissioner Hatch moved for final plat approval of the Turkey Trott Subdivision.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was to consider final plat approval of the Southern Pine Plantation Subdivision.

Mrs. Odom delivered her report.  She stated again the County Attorney’s comments regarding the fact that title opinions were made by an abstract and title company.  She also stated that requirements of flood warning must be given to purchasers of the lots.

Commissioner Udell moved for final plat approval of the Southern Pine Plantation Subdivision.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was a request for retroactive approval of the Title IV Fire Service Improvement Grant submission.

This item was discussed after item 28, as Mr. Daniel R. Sivyer, County Fire Coordinator, was not present.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was a request for permission to declare two pickup truck beds as surplus and receive bids to sell them.

Mr. Sharpless advised the Board on the issue and stated that EMS wanted one of the bodies and requested permission to sell the other truck body.

Commissioner Hatch moved to declare two pickup truck beds as surplus and receive bids to sell them.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers asked if any other departments had been consulted to have a sale of all surplus items that may be available.  The motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was a request to approve and execute a grant agreement for the Family Literacy Grant, Phase III.

Mr. John D. “Danny” Hales, Director of Libraries, addressed the Board on the program.

Commissioner Hatch commented that he understood that approximately 30% of County residents are functionally illiterate and questioned what the program did to address this issue.

Mr. Hales explained how the program worked and stated that he believed the program had been very successful.  He pointed out that there were some success stories but he could not discuss names.

Commissioner Poole asked how home schooling impacted the library services.  Mr. Hales stated that between home schooling and church schools, the library was heavily impacted.  He gave some facts on funding the program.  Mr. Hales pointed out that there was a philosophical position of the difference in the Department of Education and its huge funding and the Public Library’s basic mission and its limited funding.  

Sharing in education funding was discussed.  

Commissioner Udell moved to approve and execute a grant agreement for the Family Literacy Grant, Phase III.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 1:33 p.m.
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1:45 p.m.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order and returned to agenda item number 26.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was a request for retroactive approval of the Title IV Fire Service Improvement Grant submission.

Mr. Sivyer stated that the application deadline was tighter than he originally believed and advised the Board that the volunteers would meet any matching funding required for any grant funds awarded.

Commissioner Hatch moved for retroactive approval of the Title IV Fire Service Improvement Grant submission.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was a request to set a workshop on Wednesday, August 29, 2001 at 10:00 a.m. for the Board and Constitutional Officers with the County’s workers’ compensation carriers, FCCI Insurance Group.

Mrs. Elizabeth Cranford, County Safety Officer, requested the workshop to discuss certain insurance and safety issues.

Commissioner Hatch moved to hold a workshop on August 29, 2001 at 10:00 a.m. for discussion on the County’s worker’s compensation carrier.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mrs. Cranford thanked Mr. Ray Brown for his cooperation at the Road Department in relation to supporting the safety program. She also thanked Mr. Harvey, Mrs. Mixon, and the Board for supporting the Safety Program.

The thirtieth item on the agenda was a request to set a workshop with Frank Darabi to discuss road projects.

Mr. Brown stated that the workshop could be at 1:00 p.m. on August 29th, 2001.

Commissioner Caruthers asked the purpose of the workshop.  Mr. Brown stated it involved the County’s rock mining operation and other road projects.

Commissioner Caruthers asked why the current County road engineer was not providing these services.  Discussion of how Mr. Darabi got to be the new road engineer ensued.  It was determined that the Board at a workshop determined this was its consensus.

Commissioner Hatch moved to set a workshop for August 29th, 2001, at 1:00 p.m. to discuss several items with Frank Darabi.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, with Caruthers opposed.  

More discussion ensued of hiring Mr. Darabi as opposed to a local engineer such as Mr. Keen for the County road projects.  

The thirty-first item on the agenda was a request to discuss Suwannee County’s portion of funding for the Alachua Regional Juvenile Assessment Center (tabled at the July 17, 2001 regular meeting).

Sheriff Williams addressed the Board and stated that a number of the 41 agencies using the Assessment Center had elected not to use the Center.  This meant that those remaining agencies using the Center would have to contribute more for their prorated contribution.  Sheriff Williams advised the Board that he did not now have a funding figure but it would be more than initially discussed.  He stated that he would have to return to the Board when he received more information.

Discussion ensued on alternatives to the Assessment Center and arresting officers being entangled for hours at the County jail.

Sheriff Williams explained the problem in dealing with juveniles when the process became so cumbersome resulted in a lack of juvenile intervention and enforcement.  He stated that he would advise the Board as soon as he had some cost estimates.

The thirty-second item on the agenda was a request to discuss dismissal of the County’s suit against Ron Moss.

Mr. Airth reminded the Board that they had chosen to dismiss the suit without prejudice, but Mr. Moss had requested that the dismissal be with prejudice.

Discussion ensued regarding reclamation and if payment had been made as prior agreed to by Mr. Moss.

Commissioner Udell moved to support the dismissal as without prejudice.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-third item on the agenda was a request to consider advertising to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to amend the appeal procedure for Solid Waste and Fire Municipal Services Benefit Units (MSBUs).

Mr. Airth explained the issues and the needs for corrections on the appeal process regarding who the appeals and reliefs were made by and correct the time lines.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve advertising to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance to amend the appeal procedure for Solid Waste and Fire Municipal Services Benefit Units (MSBUs).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-fourth item on the agenda was a request to award the bid for demolition of buildings and asbestos removal and disposal.

This item had been withdrawn from the agenda.

The thirty-fifth item on the agenda was a request to address bid and construction alternatives for construction of an elevator shaft and stairwell addition to the existing Administration Building.

Mr. Harvey advised the Board that the two prior bids from Bradley and Certified were much higher than expected and asked that they be rejected.

Commissioner Hatch moved to reject all bids for construction of an elevator shaft and stairwell addition to the existing Administration Building.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers asked what the requirements might be for hiring a handicapped employee.  Mr. Harvey stated that per the County labor attorney, the County could make provisions on the first floor for a disabled employee.  Secondly, employees on the second floor could come to the first floor to serve the public.

Mr. Harvey stated that it was his belief that a block mason could be hired to build the shaft with County employees then finishing the requirements for an elevator, stairwells, and other items.   It was still unknown if ADA might provide financial assistance to provide the elevator.  Discussion ensued on several facets.
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Adding an elevator later was discussed as a possibility.

Mr. Sharpless stated that some decisions were needed since even just the stairway would require changes to the floor plans, and an elevator again would dictate the floor plans.

Mr. Harvey stated that the elevator shaft with the required stairway wrapping around the outside of the shaft could and should be bid now.  The installation of the elevator itself could be done later when these other questions are answered.

Commissioner Hatch moved to proceed with exploring alternatives and ADA grants to the elevator installation, including possibly of only building the foundation, shaft, and stairs for the building and advertising to do so.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Commissioner Poole suggested tabling the issue until item 34 with the old library was solved.  Commissioner Caruthers also suggested tabling until the old library situation was determined.  The motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-sixth item on the agenda was a request to approval purchase of four CSX units for storage of records and miscellaneous items.

Mr. Harvey requested the purchase of the container units.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the purchase of four CSX units for storage of records and miscellaneous items.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-seventh item on the agenda was a request to approve a lease with Ronnie Poole for relocation of Guardian Ad Litem and Domestic Violence Court Services.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve a lease with Ronnie Poole for relocation of Guardian Ad Litem and Domestic Violence Court Services.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Commissioner Udell asked about the building on Nobles Ferry used by Meridian Behavioral and if that was the County’s building.  Mr. Harvey was asked to explore the building and any agreement.  The motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-eighth item on the agenda was to determine as to whether 137th Place was a County road.

Mr. Brown stated that he could find no authorized maintenance of the road though there were statements by County employees that the County had in the past performed some maintenance such as patching, rocking, mowing.

Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Airth if this supported the status as a County road.  Mr. Airth stated that the Board could take action if it saw fit, and he would argue the case either way.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to have the County continue to provide maintenance on 137th Place.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Commissioner Udell moved to not provide County maintenance on 137th Place.  Motion died for lack of a second.

More discussion of assuming some private roads and methods for doing so ensued, but the Board took no action.  

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 3:05 p.m.

August 7, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

3:17 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.  Commissioner Poole was not present.

The thirty-ninth item on the agenda was Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

There were thirteen additional agenda items:

A) Approval of Memorandum of Agreement with the Department of State, Division of Elections, pertaining to distribution of funds appropriated for Voting Systems Assistance.

Commissioner Udell moved for approval of a Memorandum of Agreement with the Department of State, Division of Elections, pertaining to distribution of funds appropriated for Voting Systems Assistance.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried 4-0 with Commissioner Poole absent.

Commissioner Poole returned to the meeting.

B) Approve payment of Invoice No. 42373-352-0701 in the amount of $5,245 to Earth Tech Consulting, Inc., for services rendered on the Airport Project during the period of April 26 through June 22, 2001 (12-Unit T-Hangar and Infrastructure).

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve payment of Invoice No. 42373-352-0701 in the amount of $5,245 to Earth Tech Consulting, Inc., for services rendered on the Airport Project during the period of April 26 through June 22, 2001 (12-Unit T-Hangar and Infrastructure).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

C) Approve payment of Invoice No. 42373-353-0701 in the amount of $8,490 to Earth Tech Consulting, Inc., for services rendered on the Airport Project during the period of April 26 through June 22, 2001 (Taxiway B Rehabilitation and Extension).

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve payment of Invoice No. 42373-353-0701 in the amount of $8,490 to Earth Tech Consulting, Inc., for services rendered on the Airport Project during the period of April 26 through June 22, 2001 (Taxiway B Rehabilitation and Extension).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

D) Approve payment of an invoice dated July 31, 2001 in the amount of $1,800 to Suwannee Valley Engineering for preparation of electrical, mechanical, and plumbing plans for the Administration Building Renovations.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve payment of an invoice dated July 31, 2001 in the amount of $1,800 to Suwannee Valley Engineering for preparation of electrical, mechanical, and plumbing plans for the Administration Building Renovations.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

E) Authorize advertisement for a registered surveyor to review subdivision plats for compliance with Chapter 177 of the Florida Statutes.

Mr. Harvey stated that Mr. Keen was no longer desired to perform the service but the law required the County to have an engineer and surveyor.

Commissioner Udell moved to authorize advertisement for a registered surveyor to review subdivision plats for compliance with Chapter 177 of the Florida Statutes.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

F) Approval and execution of a supplemental agreement with Earth Tech Consulting, Inc., pertaining to navigational aids at the Airport.

Mr. Harvey stated that he supported the supplemental agreement due to the fact that waivers of match were expected from the Department of Transportation.

Commissioner Udell moved for approval and execution of a supplemental agreement with Earth Tech Consulting, Inc., pertaining to navigational aids at the Airport.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

G) Consider request from Suwannee American Cement to set a public hearing to change their bond.

Mr. Airth advised the Board that Suwannee American Cement had a better finance plan on their bond and needed to request a new hearing and approval by the Board to cancel the bond issue approved previously.

Commissioner Udell moved to set a public hearing to change the Suwannee American Cement bond. Commissioner Poole seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers asked if the public hearing was necessary.  Mr. Airth responded that it was.  The motion carried unanimously.

H) Approval and execution of an agreement between Suwannee County and Mizell’s Produce, Co., Inc. to allow the County to temporarily place two metal storage units on property owned by Mizell’s.

Commissioner Poole moved for aapproval and execution of an agreement between Suwannee County and Mizell’s Produce, Co., Inc. to allow the County to temporarily place two metal storage units on property owned by Mizell’s.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2001-68)

I) Appointment of William Don Hale, Jr., to the Suwannee County Development Authority representing Commission District One.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to appoint William Don Hale, Jr. to the Suwannee County Development Authority representing Commission District One.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

J) Danny Hales on filling positions at the Library.

This item was withdrawn from the agenda.

K) Consider request to the State for aerial spraying for mosquitoes.

Commissioner Caruthers explained a letter from Representative Dwight Stansel’s Office regarding the spraying program with Mr. Wayne Gale, of the Department of Agriculture.

Commissioner Hatch stated that it was his understanding the spraying would cost the County significantly unless the federal government decided to pay.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that it was his understanding that it was no cost to the County if done in the next couple of days.

Commissioner Hatch suggested purchasing the mosquito larva-eating minnows as a control method and give them to citizens.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to have the Chairman sign a letter to Mr. Wayne Gale of the Department of Agriculture requesting the spraying.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

L) Board tour of the old Pic ‘N Save Building for possible future use.

This item would be done after all other items were completed.

M) A request to go onto Wyatt O’Neal’s property to replace limerock washed away onto 119th Road.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to replace the limerock washed away.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Caruthers requested to reconsider a motion that took place regarding a grader trainer position that took place on date April 17th, 2001 as item #33.  He asked for discussion regarding whether the position was ever filled or whether just another position was created at the Road Department.  Motion died for lack of a second.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 4:02 p.m.
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4:12 p.m.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order and moved on to agenda item number forty.

The fortieth item on the agenda was at 4:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to conduct interviews of candidates for the Agriculture/Livestock position at the Suwannee County Extension Services Office.

Mrs. Merry Taylor introduced Dr. Rod Clouser to discuss the position.  The three candidates had been reduced to two due to one withdrawing.  University staff had interviewed both remaining applicants.   The annual salary would be $28,000 for a bachelor’s degree with no experience, a master’s at $32,000, and a PhD at $36,000.

The first candidate was Marissa Brown.  She was a Univeristy of Florida graduate with a bachelor’s degree in animal sciences.  Ms. Brown gave a brief history of her experience.

Commissioner Udell asked if Ms. Brown was committed to the job in Suwannee County if selected.  She responded that she was.

The commissioners made brief inquiries about experience and educational courses and Ms. Brown responded.

Mr. Airth left the meeting.

The next candidate was Jason Roberts.  Mr. Roberts introduced himself and gave an overview of his experience and education.  He had a Bacherlor’s of Science degree from the University of Florida in animal science.  He had been working in Suwannee County with the Soil and Water Conservation District.

The Commissioners asked brief questions about his employment intentions, experience, and education, and Mr. Roberts responded.

Discussion of the two candidates’ qualifications ensued.

Commissioner Hatch was of the belief that Mr. Roberts was the more qualified of the two candidates for the job as it was described.

Commissioner Udell thought that Ms. Brown would be a better candidate.

There was more discussion on the issue and Dr. Clouser clarified several points.  

An open vote was called.  The vote was 4-1 in favor of Ms. Brown, with Commissioner Caruthers choosing Mr. Roberts, as he believed he was the more qualified.

The forty-first item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments.

There were none.

Chairman Taylor recessed the meeting at 5:07 p.m. to reconvene at the Pic ‘N Save building.

5:20 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order at the old Pic ‘N Save Building on U.S. 129 North, in Live Oak.

Upon arrival, Ms. Carolyn Spilatore of Poole Realty advised the Board that the building was not for sale.  The cost of the building for lease was $13,000 per month triple net (taxes, insurance, sales tax) added.

Commissioner Hatch moved to have Commissioner Caruthers investigate any other buildings that may be for rent sale or rent.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried 3-0, with a quorum present of Commissioner Hatch, Commissioner Udell, and Chairman Taylor.  (Commissioner Poole and Commissioner Caruthers were still inside the building).

Commissioner Udell moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried 3-0, with a quorum of Commissioner Udell, Commissioner Hatch, and Chairman Taylor.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 5:35 p.m.
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