Book 28, Page 144
July 17, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Commissioner Jerry Poole; and Mike Tyson and Keta Asbury, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m., and asked Commissioner Poole to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.


The following items were consent items:


The first item on the agenda was a request for approval of minutes of the meeting held on June 19, 20, 21, and July 3, 2001.

Commissioner Hatch stated that on the page referenced as 10, the same commissioner motioned and seconded, and on the page referenced as 50, the road referenced as Margaret should instead have been Smith Market.  After research, the deputy clerk corrected the errors.

The second item on the agenda was a request for approval of Payroll Change Notices.
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FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
333,468.38

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
50,430.69

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
221.40

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
12,769.17

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
10,250.50

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
0.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
14,269.47

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
6,804.79

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
0.00

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
7,440.64

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
786,155.64

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
42,833.60

172
RECREATION FUND
$
21,945.10

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
19,363.71

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
6,673.64

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
78,104.11

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
7,355.51


BATCHES 2001-433 - 2001-451, excluding 2001-447




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,398,086.35

Commissioner Caruthers asked about core samples on roads.  Mr. Brown answered that more needed to be done.

The third item on the agenda was a request to approve payment of invoice in the amount of $234,337.49 to APAC-Florida Inc. for work done on 129th Road. 

The fourth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Pay Request No. Three in the amount of $160,312.90 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work done on CR 132.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Pay Request No. Four in the amount of $101,507.27 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work done on CR 132.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Pay Request No. Four in the amount of $140,984.51 to Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. for work done on CR 250.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Invoice No. 4 in the amount of $9,103.00 to Keen Engineering and Surveying, Inc. for services through June 22, 2001 for the CR 250 widening and resurfacing project.

The eighth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Invoice No. 4 in the amount of $19,492.00 to Keen Engineering and Surveying, Inc. for services through June 22, 2001 for the CR 132 widening and resurfacing project.

The ninth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of Invoice No. 1 in the amount of $6,816.00 to Keen Engineering and Surveying, Inc. for field surveying, design plans, bid documents, and bidding for the Gold Kist Boulevard Reconstruction.

The tenth item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of an invoice dated July 19, 2001 from Suwannee Valley Engineering in the amount of $5,379.00 for engineering services on demolition of buildings.

The eleventh item on the agenda was a request of payment of Clerk’s Fees for the month of June, 2001 to the Clerk of Circuit Court in the amount of $35,174.00.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request for reappointment of B. Ralph Bell, Fletcher Mills, and Larry Schattle, Jr. to the Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the aforementioned consent agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items were general business items.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency additional agenda items.  Any such additional matters the Board agreed to consider at this meeting would be heard under Item No. 40, Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

There were six items:

A. Eric Skeen to present petition regarding maintenance of 137th Place.

B. Discuss Suwannee County’s portion of funding for the Alachua Regional Juvenile Assessment Center.

C. Execute agreement with the State of Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation.

D. Approval of Title IV grant submission.

E. Determine appropriate action concerning apparent unauthorized intrusion and timber removal from Staples Park.

F. Authorize paving road for the Dowling Park Volunteer Fire Department.

Commissioner Udell moved to add the aforementioned items to the agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell requested to remove item 39 from the agenda as it was answered in the budget workshop earlier on the same date.

Commissioner Hatch moved to remove item 39 from the agenda.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was public concerns or comments. There were none.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was staff reports.

Mr. Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, advised the Board that he would return to work soon and was recovering from a motorcycle injury.

Mr. Edward C. Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, submitted a list of projects and their status and addressed them.  He pointed out that several of the items were on the Board’s agenda.  He mentioned the possibility of receiving a 50%-50% historic preservation grant that he did not plan to pursue due to finances and many other projects in progress.

Commissioner Udell addressed prior discussion of pursuing a loan to construct a new administrative building.  Mr. Harvey advised the Board that there was to be a meeting with the Clerk, Sheriff, Commissioner Hatch, and himself.  He advised the Board that he had not contacted any bank himself.  The possibility of adding a second floor to the current courthouse addition was also discussed.

Commissioner Hatch advised the Board that Chairman Taylor had asked him to be on a committee for expansion.

Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, addressed CR 250.  He discussed its paving status and that the road had been paved to Dowling Park with paving now proceeding back to SR 51.  On CR 132, Mr. Brown stated that he had paved the Stagecoach Volunteer Fire Department parking lot for about $1,500 while paving the area.

Mr. John D. “Danny” Hales, Director of Libraries, delivered his reports on the Library Summer Programs and stated that he was preparing the State Aid Applications.  He also addressed progress in filling vacancies and the Madison Library expansion.

Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, advised the Board that he had completed the revisions of the Tax Code Ordinance, and was still working on the Non-Ad Valorem Adjustment Board process and ordinance amendments.

Mr. Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, addressed the space issue and functions of the Clerk’s Office.  He suggested that the Commissioners consider a work visitation day with various sections of the Clerk’s Offices.  Mr. Dasher stated that all four banks in the area had been contacted concerning the possibility of financing a new administrative building and would be working on a presentation to the Board.

Several members of the Board expressed an interest in the workday visitation.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to consider a request for additional funding in Recreation to support the Suwannee All-Stars’ participation in the regional softball tournament.

Mr. Greg Scott, Recreation Director, advised the Board that the team won the State Tournament and as of this date was arriving in North Carolina for Regional Finals.  Mr. Scott asked the Board for funding to support the team for necessary items.  He requested permission to overspend by $1,000 a line item for uniforms and equipment, as was done last year and advised them that all the money raised from fundraisers had already been applied.

Commissioner Udell suggested instead a $100 donation from each Commissioner, with checks made to the Suwannee County Recreation Department.  Commissioner Udell also invited Mr. Airth and Mr. Harvey to also contribute.  Mr. Sharpless, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Dasher also committed to donate $100 each.  Mr. Hales advised the Board that he had already made his contribution.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was for Iris Eastwood to discuss the current right-of-way boundary on 97th Road.

Ms. Eastwood addressed the Board and complained that the County had not followed through with a survey as promised.

Mr. Brown advised the Board that the County had an easement of 60 feet for the roadway and had maintained from fence to fence, which measures out to be 60 feet.

Ms. Eastwood wanted the Board to pay for a survey and stated they had promised to do so five months ago.


The eighteenth item on the agenda was to entertain a request by Wishing Well Subdivision representatives for local road improvements.

Mr. Harvey introduced Ms. Barbara Gill.

Ms. Gill stated that if the Board was going to continue MSBUs in the future, their neighborhood wishes to be given a priority for 113th Road, 122nd Road, and 122nd Terrace.  She stated that she did not believe they could collect the money in advance, but believed that there would be a 75 to 90 percent approval rate.

Discussion ensued on the percentage of owners needed to proceed.


Discussion ensued regarding alternative methods of financing this paving project.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Brown the proximity of 113th Road to 142nd Road, which the County was already planning to pave.  Mr. Brown advised the Board that they were about one mile away, and the mileage intended for paving on 142nd Road was about 3.5 miles.

Commissioner Udell suggested that perhaps 113th Road could be paved in conjunction with 142nd Road.

Commissioner Caruthers suggested that with all the deteriorating paved roads in the County, he could not justify paving subdivision roads in lieu of maintaining existing County paved roads.  He asked Mr. Harvey if the Board could borrow money from a bank to set up a MSBU and have the residents pay the county, which would flow through to pay the loan.  Mr. Harvey did not see a problem with that as a method of financing.  

Commissioner Udell and Commissioner Caruthers engaged in further discussion

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he had not requested any new paving of dirt roads in his district as did the other commissioners, because it was his belief that there are far too many bad paved roads in need of maintenance to justify paving dirt roads.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 7:20 p.m.
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7:40 p.m.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to hold the final public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance relating to Application No. LDR-01-01 by Clyde C. Anderson to amend portions of Sections 4.14 and 4.19.22 of the Land Development Regulations to allow off-site signs by special exception in the Commercial Highway Interchange (CHI) zone districts and to increase the maximum height of off-site signs in the CHI zone districts.

Mrs. Robinette Odom, Zoning Director, addressed the Board and delivered her staff report.  She provided an additional handout detailing the wording that would be amended in the LDR.

Commissioner Hatch reminded the Board that this change would bring the County’s ordinances into alignment with DOT regulations.

Mr. Clyde Anderson, applicant, addressed the Board.  He requested approval and offered to answer questions.  He responded that he still must comply to DOT regulations and still must apply to the Board for special exceptions for each sign.

Discussion ensued about sign construction requirements and safety requirements limiting access to the signs.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt an ordinance relating to Application No. LDR-01-01 by Clyde C. Anderson to amend portions of Sections 4.14 and 4.19.22 of the Land Development Regulations to allow off-site signs by special exception in the Commercial Highway Interchange (CHI) zone districts and to increase the maximum height of off-site signs in the CHI zone districts.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2001-12)

The twentieth item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for an addition to the rodeo arena.

Mr. Curtis Keen, County Engineer, opened the bids.

The first bid was from Robert Luke Construction of Newberry.  Their base bid was $205,376, with an alternate bid of $204,676.

The second bid was from Gamble Associates of Live Oak.  Their base bid was $187,553, with an alternate bid of $186,938.

Mr. Keen stated that the alternate bid was for the provision of a waiver of the County building permit fee on a County building.  Mr. Keen and Mr. Govan Knight would review bids and return with a recommendation later.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for construction of an elevator shaft and stairwell addition to the existing Administrative Building.

Mr. Edward Harvey opened and read the bids.

The first bid was from Certified Enterprises Inc. of Live Oak, and included a bond.  Their base bid was $123,616.95.

The second bid was from Bradley Construction of Live Oak, and included a bond.  Their base bid was $98,532, with 3 qualifications of 120 days to complete and a provision for a possible change order for foundation changes not part of the bid specs.

Mr. Harvey stated that he would review the bids and return with a recommendation.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for demolition of three County buildings and asbestos removal and disposal.

The first bid was from Ross and Loagan Industries of Jacksonville.  Included was a statement of bidder qualifications, a bond, and certificate of insurance as required.  Their bid was $175,774, which was for the Old Jail, the Sheriff’s Criminal Division Building, and the Old Library.

The second bid was from Refuse Materials, Inc., of Aucilla, Georgia.  Included was a bid bond, power of attorney, and statement of qualifications.  Their bid was $124,000.

The third bid was from Aztec Environmental, Inc. of Panama City.  Included was a bond, insurance, and qualifications.  Their bid was $167,000.

The fourth bid was from Music Construction, Inc.  Included was a list of qualifications, bid bond, and insurance certificate.  Their bid was $117,888.

Mr. Harvey stated that Music Construction, Inc., seemed to have the low bid, but he wished to review all the bids and return to Board with a recommendation.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for materials for renovations of the County Office Building.

The first bid was from Lowes of Lake City.  They bid $9,204.56

The second bid was from Lake City Industries, Inc. of Lake City.  They bid $8,749.95.

The third bid was from W.B. Howland, Company, Inc. of Live Oak.  They bid $8,663.09.

The fourth bid was also from W.B. Howland Company, Inc. of Live Oak, and was a duplicate bid.

The secondary bids on electrical materials were then opened.

The fifth bid was from Hughes Supply of Lake City.  They bid $19,758.37.

The sixth bid was from City Electric Supply of Live Oak.  They bid $17,645.81.

The seventh bid was from Interstate Supply of Lake City.  They bid $11,190.96.

The eighth bid was from Certified Plumbing and Electrical Supply of Live Oak.  They bid $15,338.00, but there was no bid on the CC Meter Pan.

W.B. Howland of Live Oak and Interstate Supply Co. of Lake City were the apparent low bidders, and Mr. Harvey stated that he would review the bids and return with a recommendation.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was to request a letter of support for the Fair Association to seek a grant from the Department of Agriculture to purchase property behind the Coliseum.

Mr. Tim Alcorn requested support for the project.

Commissioner Hatch motioned to write a letter of support for the Fair Association to seek a grant from the Department of Agriculture to purchase property behind the Coliseum.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was to consider receipt of properties from the List of Lands Available For Taxes.

Michael. Tyson, Deputy Clerk, provided the Board with a package detailing the law and a list identifying the properties.  He delivered a presentation, including a map showing the locations of the forty-five properties involved.  Mr. Tyson advised the Board of the statutory requirements set out in Florida Statutes 197.502 for the listed properties, which states that the properties shall be deeded to the Board.

Commissioner Poole moved to accept the properties from the List of Lands Available For Taxes.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was to set a workshop for the Board and Constitutional officers with the County’s workers’ compensation carrier, FCCI Insurance Group, for Tuesday, July 31, 2001 at 3:30 p.m.

Discussion ensued on available time for the workshop, as there a workshop for space needs was already set for 1:30 p.m.

Commissioner Poole moved to have the worker’s comp workshop at 9:00 a.m. on July 31, 2001.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was a request for payment of necessary expenses to maintain operations for the Dowling Park and Wellborn Volunteer Fire Departments.

Mr. Daniel R. Sivyer, Fire Coordinator, addressed the Board.  He estimated that approximately $300 would be required for both departments.

Commissioner Hatch moved to provide the payment necessary to maintain operations for the Dowling Park and Wellborn Volunteer Fire Departments.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was to consider a request for up-front money for sidewalk construction on 5th, 6th, and 6th Streets.

Mr. Bennie Thomas of the Live Oak City Council was not present and the item was not addressed.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was a request for permission to advertise for bids or to piggyback on the Recreation Department’s bid for a riding mower to be paid for with recycling grant funds.

Mr. Brown wished to piggyback off the Sheriff’s bid on similar equipment instead.  The cost would be approximately $10,000.

Commissioner Poole moved to piggyback on the Sheriff’s Office bid for a riding mower to be paid for with recycling grant funds.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirtieth item on the agenda was a request for permission to advertise for bids for a four-wheeler to be paid for with recycling grant funds.

Mr. Brown stated that the four-wheelers work well and an additional one was needed to replace one that had become unreliable.  He stated that the funding would come from a State contract purchase.

Commissioner Caruthers asked if it would be wiser to use this money with the temporary collection site in District 4 at Suwannee Springs that needs to be replaced with a permanent site.  Mr. Brown responded that there were $80,000 in funds for the site; the problem was obtaining land in the area.

Commissioner Udell moved to advertise for bids for a four-wheeler to be paid for with recycling grant funds.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-first item on the agenda was a request to authorize notification to E911, Inc. of the County’s intent to discontinue service.

Mr. Harvey addressed the issue and stated that the new system should be functional around August 1st, 2001.

Commissioner Hatch moved to amend his prior motion of tabling the action until Aug. 1st, to instead table the issue until the second regular meeting in August.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 9:05 p.m.

July 17, 2001
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9:20 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

Mr. Harvey requested to present the bids on the Rodeo Arena and accept Gamble and Associates Construction Company, Inc.

Commissioner Poole moved to accept Gamble and Associates Construction Company, Inc. to do work on the Rodeo Arena at a base bid of $187,553, with an alternate bid of $186,938.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2001-67)

Mr. Harvey also brought up the bids on the County Office renovations.  He stated that the low bid was from Interstate Supply of Live Oak, but it was inaccurate and the actual total was $17,658.56.  Certified Plumbing and Electric was the true low bid at $15,338.

Commissioner Hatch moved to award the County Office renovation bid to Certified Plumbing and Electric.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Harvey stated that W.B. Howland Company, Inc., was the low bid on supplies for the County Office Renovation Project.

Commissioner Udell moved to accept W.B. Howland Company, Inc.’s bid on supplies for the County Office building at a price of $8,663.09.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-second item on the agenda was a request to continue general discussion on allocation of costs for Municipal Services Benefit Unit (MSBU) road projects.

This item was not addressed.

The thirty-third item on the agenda was a request for discussion and possible action by the Board to instruct the Clerk to reimburse $518,781 from the Fine and Forfeiture Fund to the General Fund.

Mr. Harvey requested the money be transferred as needed, and transfer funds in equal amounts from the Solid Waste Collections Fund balance, concurrently into Fine and Forfeiture Fund to maintain the needs of the fund.  Line items should be placed in the budget for repayment of the Solid Waste Collection Fund.

Discussion of when the loan from Solid Waste Fund would be repaid ensued.

Mr. Harvey suggested structuring the repayment over a two-year period.

Mr. Brown supported assisting the Board with the Solid Waste Fund money, but reminded the Board that this was assessment money and must be paid back with the equivalent interest.  He addressed the debt service on the landfill and the possibility of getting in the position of not being able to repay the loan, when the landfill’s needs and the new waste disposal issues materialize.

Mr. Harvey explained why the Fine and Forfeiture Fund could not operate without the immediate cash influx.  He explained that if progress moves forward with landfill closure, other arrangements short of the two-year proposed term of the internal loan would have to be made.

Discussion ensued about the doubts of the Fine and Forfeiture Fund to repay anything.

Commissioner Hatch moved to instruct the Clerk to move $518,781 from the Fine and Forfeiture Fund to the General Fund incrementally as needed with equivalent transfers from the Solid Waste Fund to the Fine and Forfeiture Fund simultaneously.  Also included in the motion was that the money would be paid back over two years to the Solid Waste Fund in Fiscal Year 2002 and 2003 with equivalent interest.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-fourth item on the agenda was a request to authorize submitting applications for land acquisition under the Florida Communities Trust.

Mr. Harvey suggested this would not be workable until next year’s cycle and no action was taken.

The thirty-fifth item on the agenda was a request to consider approval and execution of a contract with Nabors and Giblin to prepare fire assessments.

Mr. Harvey advised the Board that the fee proposed was $48,620, payable as the work is complete, and could be payable from the assessment.  Due to time frames and other obligations, the Board could not have the assessment billed with the Ad Valorem Assessment Rolls Billing, but it could be enacted and billed as a special billing.  Mr. Harvey stated that the Fire Service Budget might need to be budgeted based on a dual system, the existing MSBU and the new assessment.

The Board discussed fire service needs and the need to budget realistically with what was really available from the existing MSBU only.   More discussion ensued on possible alternative methods, including a referendum to seek citizen and voter approval.

Commissioner Caruthers asked how the $48,000 fee could be paid until the new assessment could be collected, and if the Fire Budget could pay it or where the funds would come from when payment was due.  Mr. Harvey advised the Board that the Fire Service Fund could not finance the payment of the fees and the funding would have to come from elsewhere.

Commissioner Hatch moved to execute the contract with Nabors and Giblen for fire assessment.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Poole opposed.

The thirty-sixth item on the agenda was a request to consider approval and execution of a contract with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for Comprehensive Plan Amendments to be paid with Community Planning Technical Assistance Grant Funds.

Mr. Harvey explained that there was about $10,000 in grants available to review and address potential Comprehensive Plan changes.  He addressed three areas of the Comprehensive Plan to be considered, and that the application needed to be sent by August 1, 2001.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve and execute a contract with the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council for Comprehensive Plan Amendments to be paid with Community Planning Technical Assistance Grant Funds.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-seventh item on the agenda was a request to adopt a workshop schedule for preparation of the Fiscal Year 2001-2002 budget.

August 8 and 9 were suggested for budget workshops.  After further discussion, the date was changed to August 14, 2001, at 9:00 a.m. (but no later than 6:00 p.m. because of the regularly schedule zoning meeting), with the three Board Department Directors and Constitutional Officers.  It was decided that the other heads and entities would meet for budget discussion on August 15, 2001, at 9:00 a.m.  September 4, 2001, at 5:15 p.m. was decided upon as the tentative budget hearing, and September 18, 2001, at 5:15 p.m. for final budget approval.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt the aforementioned schedule of August 14, 2001, at 9:00 a.m. for the three Board Directors and Constitutional Officers, August 15, 2001, at 9:00 a.m. for everyone else, September 4, 2001, at 5:15 p.m. for the tentative budget hearing, and September 18, 2001, at 5:15 p.m. for final budget approval.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Udell moved to set the millage rate at 9.05 and have the said vote placed on the certification to the property appraiser.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Harvey advised the Board that the roll back millage rate would be 8.6184.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 10:37 p.m.
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10:55 p.m.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

Mr. Harvey explained the roll back rate as that rate that would have generated the same amount of real or actual tax dollars as last year.

The thirty-eighth item on the agenda was a request to designate staging areas required for demolition of County buildings.

Commissioner Udell moved to authorize the County Staff to designate staging areas as needed.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-ninth item on the agenda was a request to hold general discussion with possible Board action regarding privatization of/or establishing a County department for operations of the County jail.

This item had been withdrawn by prior motion.

The fortieth item on the agenda was Emergency Additional Agenda Items.  There were six:

A. Eric Skeen to present petition regarding maintenance of 137th Place.

Commissioner Caruthers explained that the County had maintained the road over the past 18 years in various capacities.  The request was for the County to again provide continued maintenance.

The Board discussed the issue, and it was agreed that the Road Department would further investigate the issue.

B. Discuss Suwannee County’s portion of funding for the Alachua Regional Juvenile Assessment Center.

Sheriff Williams explained the situation with arrests of juveniles.  He advised the Board that due to the assessment center now placing funding charges back on the County for services, there would be approximately $9,800 (47x70) costs to Suwannee County.  He advised the Board that he did not have this information prior to submitting his budget for the upcoming fiscal year.

Discussion ensued.

Commissioner Udell moved to table the issue until next meeting on August 7, 2001.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

C. Execute agreement with the State of Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation.

Commissioner Udell moved to execute the agreement with the State of Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation to provide work for citizens on public assistance.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Agreement No. 2001-69)

D. Approval of Title IV grant submission.

Discussion ensued about the availability of FEMA funds from the Mallory Swamp fires in Lafayette County.  Mr. Sivyer stated that the money would not be enough.

Commissioner Udell moved to table until the regular meeting on September 18, 2001.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

E. Determine appropriate action concerning apparent unauthorized intrusion and timber removal from Staples Park.

Mr. Harvey addressed the issue and stated that Mr. Ron Moss was possibly removing brush and substantial trees from the Park.  Mr. Harvey addressed prior public hearings on applications of Mr. Moss to change the permitted airstrip and that they had been denied.

Commissioner Poole moved to have County Attorney Airth seek an immediate injunction to have the construction of the airstrip halted immediately and to have Mr. Tim Alcorn perform a survey to determine first if the construction had encroached into the County park, and secondly if the runway construction had deviated from that permitted by the County.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The Board agreed to determine at a later time what other avenues to pursue regarding the issue.

F. Authorize paving a parking lot for the Dowling Park Volunteer Fire Department.

Commissioner Poole requested the paving.

Commissioner Udell moved to pave a parking lot for the Dowling Park Volunteer Fire Department.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Tim Alcorn asked the Board to review changes of a plat considered at a prior meeting.

Despite it not being on the agenda, Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the Dry Branch subdivision that had been tentatively approved with minor corrections at a prior Board meeting.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The forty-first item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments.


There were none.

Commissioner Hatch moved to recess the meeting until 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, July 24, 2001, in order to address Staples Park.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board recessed at 12:10 a.m.

____________________________

ROBERT TAYLOR, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

________________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_________________________

KENNETH DASHER
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