Book 28, Page 98
July 3, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jerry Poole; and Michael Tyson and Keta Asbury, Deputy Clerks, and Frank Salvati, Deputy Clerk Assistant.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m., and asked Commissioner Poole to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

Chairman Taylor recognized Commissioner Poole, who addressed the training and certifications the Commissioners attend.  Commissioner Poole recognized Chairman Taylor’s recent certification.

Chairman Taylor recognized Jeffery Geering and Franklin Williams of the Boy Scouts.


The following items were consent items:


The first item on the agenda was a request for approval of minutes of meeting held on June 11, 12, and 19, 2001.

Commissioner Caruthers asked that the third line from the bottom on the page referenced as 3 be corrected from “but” to “but returned.”  The deputy clerk made the suggested corrections.

The second item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoices.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WARRANTS ISSUED REPORT

TO BE APPROVED ON 07-03-01

FUND


AMOUNT






1
GENERAL FUND
$
471,480.24

112
HOSPITAL INVESTMENT
$
0.00

116
FINE AND FORFEITURE
$
570,429.68

118
STATE ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
$
19,614.59

119
MUNICIPAL SERVICES FUND
$
11,724.86

120
LAW ENFORCEMENT
$
10.00

121
NARCOTICS CONTROL
$
10.00

122
FIRE PROTECTION FUND
$
15,439.24

126
EMS GRANT FUND
$
0.00

128
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
4,072.83

129
LAW EDUCATION
$
15,044.97

131
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
$
10.00

140
ROAD AND BRIDGE
$
133,100.35

159
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANT
$
0.00

171
LIBRARY FUND
$
41,920.47

172
RECREATION FUND
$
16,326.69

181
LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
$
26,214.00

191
CRIMINAL JUSTICE TRUST
$
0.00

205
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
$
0.00

251
RENNOVATIONS/DEBT SERVICE FUND
$
0.00

351
RENOVATIONS/CONST. FUND
$
9,120.77

371
STATE GRANT-LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION
$
0.00

402
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
$
21,315.02

403
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
$
21,590.23


BATCHES 2001-410 - 2001-432




GRAND TOTAL
$
1,377,423.94

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the aforementioned consent agenda items.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The following items were general business items.

The third item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency additional agenda items.  Any additional matters the Board agreed to consider at this meeting would be heard under Item No. 31, Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

There were none.

The fourth item on the agenda was public concerns or comments.

Mr. Don Wainwright addressed the Board regarding DDJ selling fill dirt to the County and the controversy surrounding the issue.  He stated that DDJ did not want to be involved in personal vendettas between commissioners and Ray Brown, and stated that Commissioner Caruthers had approved paying $2.00 per yard for the fill dirt.

Commissioner Caruthers responded that Mr. Wainright was mistaken, as Commissioner Caruthers had never made such a suggestion, much less approval.

A citizen of Lake City wished to comment on item No. 8, and Chairman Taylor advised him that he would entertain discussion and comments when that agenda item was reached.

The fifth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.

Commissioner Udell explained that it was never his intent to have Mr. Fletcher. Veterans Service Officer, at every monthly day meeting but perhaps a quarterly report would be desirable.

William Fletcher, Veterans’ Service Officer, advised the Board of his activities since his last report to the Board.  He stated that he had been available 10 days, served 41 veterans and dependents, and entertained numerous telephone calls for service.  He described some benefits various veterans had received with his assistance.  Mr. Fletcher discussed planned future programs to serve veterans, including his proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2002.  He discussed a line item in his budget for $4,000 to move a flagpole and build a veteran memorial in front of the courthouse and submitted a rough sketch of the planned memorial.  He discussed the appropriateness of having the item in his budget and was hoping to have the work done by volunteers if the project was approved.

Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, was not present.

Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, advised the Board that Mr. Sharpless had been injured in a motorcycle accident while on vacation, but would return to work in the near future.  Mr. Harvey submitted a list of his projects, their status, and reviewed the items therein.

Ray Brown, Public Works Director, addressed the contamination at the Road Dept. and the ownership of property north of the road and to the east of the Department.  He stated that there was a need for test wells on these properties and he needed surveys and written permission for the wells from the owner of the property.   Mr. Brown addressed the status of paving projects on various roads.

Commissioner Hatch gave Mr. Brown a letter regarding a private road that had been blocked off and requested research.   He also gave Mr. Brown a petition involving several roads in the Three Rivers area for review.

John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, advised the Board that he had a position opening at the Live Oak Library and reported his attendance as the elected state representative to the National Library Conference.

Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, was not present.

Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, stated that he was working on the tourist tax amendments and still working on Non Ad Valorem Board amendments.

Commissioner Caruthers questioned the possibility of removing clay from driveways on Mitchell Road.  Mr. Airth advised him that no one had the authority to work on a County right of way except the Road Department.

Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, addressed the space issue and his effort to cooperate with the Board to resolve some of the space problems.  He read from a prepared Space Plan Proposal that was submitted to the Commissioners.   Mr. Dasher addressed space status of various Constitutional Offices, including the Sheriff, Supervisor of Elections, and Clerk.  He pointed out that space was drastically cramped and below acceptable standards.  He also stated that there was no space for privacy or confidentially as the law frequently requires.  Mr. Dasher addressed his proposed three-story Complex Plan that had been briefly discussed at the last meeting of the Board and clarified some of the details.  Clerk Dasher then presented a presentation of current office situations in the Supervisor’s, Sheriff’s, and Clerk’s Offices and his proposal for a new Complex to serve all County Offices and Officers that could be located at the site of the old jail.  He advised the Board that the Air Conditioning System for the new jail was oversized and capable of providing air conditioning to the new building as proposed.  He stated that Mizell’s Feed Store was for sale and would make a good site for a new Sheriff’s Building, but the Sheriff could speak to address his own needs.  Mr. Dasher spoke on long-term planning for the future of the County.

Commissioner Hatch commented on a Courthouse complex and how it was a reflection of how the County and its citizens thought of themselves.  He agreed that space was direly needed.  He commented that funding was a major issue and workable funding formulas must be developed.  Commissioner Hatch volunteered to be the Board’s point person to work with Mr. Dasher and others parties to pursue these issues.

Commissioner Udell asked if the cost proposal included Mizell’s Feed Store location for the Sheriff’s Building.  Mr. Dasher stated that it did not.

Commissioner Udell supported going forward with renovation of the current County Administration Building.  He questioned the total space for the combined new Administrative Complex and the Sheriff’s Building.  He addressed using the Hospital Trust Fund and its use as collateral without actually expending the assets of the Fund.

Mr. Dasher stated that as Mr. Richard Powell, County Auditor, had pointed out, the Sun Trust Loan was allocated to provide $1.5 million for capital outlays.  There was now approximately $700,000 left of the Sun Trust funding.  Mr. Dasher addressed cost estimates of the building proposal and how the cost was derived.

Commissioner Udell asked if the proposal would adequately meet the needs for county growth for 10-15 years.  He stated that the rate of growth in the County was much higher now than in the past and would like to make sure that plans are adequate for growth.  He suggested a workshop on the issue.

Mr. Dasher suggested including the City of Live Oak in the workshops, as the County seat supports downtown Live Oak and the proposal would enhance the economic security of downtown.

Commissioner Poole supported the issue of making a long-term commitment.

Commissioner Caruthers stated that he also supported seeking a long-term solution to space needs.

Commissioner Udell stated that the County Administration Office renovation was needed for a transition while long-term solutions were evolving.  He stated that the Sheriff must also be included in the proposals.  Commissioner Udell suggested exploring the cost of the Mizell property and to make certain that environmental assessments are undertaken.

It was suggested that a workshop be held on Tuesday, July 31st, at 1:30 p.m.

Commissioner Hatch moved to set a space needs workshop for Tuesday, July 31st, at 1:30 p.m.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Dasher advised the Board that the Circuit and County Judges wanted to continue renovations of the upstairs court area and needed a moving date for the Clerk’s employees stationed there.  He stated that the set date for initiating renovations was September 1, 2001.  Mr. Dasher mentioned the Clerk’s Annex, its present use by the Genealogical Society, and asked for the Board’s help in solving the needs for space.  Mr. Dasher then commended his staff for their work on the Administrative Complex proposal.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 10:30 a.m.

10:45 a.m.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The sixth item on the agenda was for Iris Eastwood to discuss current right-of-way boundary on 97th Road.

This item was withdrawn from the agenda.

The seventh item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as possible, to hold the first of two public hearings relating to Application No. LDR 01-01 by Clyde C. Anderson to amend portions of Sections 4.14 and 4.19.22 of the Land Development Regulations (LDRs) to allow off-site signs by special exception in the Commercial Highway Interchange (CHI) zone districts and to increase the maximum height of off-site signs in the CHI zone districts.

Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, delivered her report and stated that this was the first public hearing on this issue, with the final hearing set for July 17th, 2001.  She noted that the amendments would only effect the Interstate interchanges and gave further details of the amendments requested.  Mrs. Odom stated that the Planning and Zoning Board had recommended approval of this application.

Commissioner Hatch asked if the Department of Transportation requirements had been met with this application.  Mrs. Odom advised that the application was in compliance.

Commissioner Udell discussed Department of Transportation requirements and conflict with the Board’s authority to grant exceptions for local business people.  He pointed out that there were many signs not in compliance according to Department of Transportation regulations and he wished to resolve conflicts and some lack of compliance.

Mrs. Odom stated it would likely require state legislative action.

Chairman Taylor opened public comment. There was none, and Chairman Taylor closed the floor to public comments.

No action was required at this, the first public hearing.

The eighth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance prohibiting public nudity and adult entertainment.

Mr. Harvey addressed the Board and spoke to several issues and sections in the proposed ordinance.

Commissioner Udell asked Mr. Airth if the Board had passed a moratorium previously.  Mr. Airth stated that the Board had indeed passed a moratorium.

Commissioner Udell asked if there were time limits on a moratorium.  Mr. Airth stated that there were, and that the Board should take some definitive action.

Commissioner Udell stated that he was not certain the ordinance addressed all the issues adequately.

Mr. Airth advised the Board that a nudist association (the Florida Association for Nude Recreation) supported the ordinance with two minor changes in item M recognizing nudist activities.

Discussion ensued involving tying alcohol sales to nudity or other nudity commercial enterprises.  The proposed draft versus suggested changes were also discussed.

Chairman Taylor opened the floor to public comments.

Mr. David Caton, an attorney with the Florida Family Association, addressed the Board.  He stated that the proposed ordinance had already been instituted in St. Johns County, been litigated, and upheld.  He presented a study for the record that pointed out the tie to serving alcoholic beverages and sex oriented businesses.  Mr. Caton suggested the changes requested by the naturalists were unnecessary as they were already protected in this proposed ordinance.  He established that the focus of the proposed ordinance was to prohibit commercialization of nudity.  He pointed out that the language should not be altered, as doing so invites challenges.

Discussion ensued regarding removing ties to serving alcohol.

Mr. Caton pointed out that it was not harmful to leave the alcoholic prohibitions in the language, but the ordinance did also prohibit nudity in public without a tie to alcoholic service.

Chairman Taylor called a recess for lunch at 11:42 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.

July 3, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

1:30 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order and returned to public comments on agenda item number eight.

John Weibler addressed the Board on behalf of the nudist association.  He pointed out that the ordinance as presented to the Board was not identical to the ordinance that had been upheld by the Supreme Court.  He stated that the two changes requested had been made in three or four other counties and other states, and public nudity was the last thing the nudist association was supporting.

Commissioner Udell ask Mr. Weibler about the nudist association’s stance on the ordinance.  Mr. Weibler stated that the association was opposed to sexually oriented businesses (SOB’s) and supports the ordinance, but would like to see the insurance clauses requested added to the language.

Commissioner Udell commented on the ability of the Sheriff to use discretion in enforcing an ordinance in view of the community standards.

Rebecca Dobrinski of the American Association for Nude Recreation addressed the Board.  She submitted written materials to the Board and stated that she supported the ordinance, but insured the Board that nudists were not interested or to be confused with sexually oriented businesses.

Mr. Glyn Griffin of FANR (Florida Association of Nude Recreation) addressed the wholesome aspects of nude recreation and that they were not sexually oriented businesses.  His association whole-heartedly supported the ordinance but would like the language changes as requested.

Thomas McInville, an owner of a nudist recreation park in this area, addressed the Board and stated that he had been a nudist for a number of years.

Commissioner Udell asked about advertising.  Mr. McInville advised the Board that there was no advertising or signs, but that various association members knew the location of his park through club and trade publications.

Jim Ward addressed the Board, asked why they felt the need to enact this ordinance which may subject the County and citizens to unnecessary litigation, and stated the ordinance is too broad in scope.  Commissioner Udell stated that it was his belief that most of the community supported prohibition of these types of businesses; if litigation results, the public would support the Board.

Nancy Weibler spoke and requested that the Board consider the amendments to the ordinance.

Dan Clemmons addressed the Board and asked what the cause of the current ordinance might have been.  Commissioner Udell stated that the reason the ordinance had been proposed was because of a recent request to bring a sexually oriented business into Suwannee County.

Chairman Taylor closed the floor to public comments.

There was confusion as to how many public hearings were required for the ordinance.  Mr. Airth was not sure.  Discussion and debate ensued on procedure to be followed.

Discussion of the prior requested amendments ensued.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the ordinance as originally proposed prohibiting public nudity and adult entertainment.   Commissioner Hatch seconded the motion for the purpose of discussion.  More discussion ensued regarding naming any organizations.  Commissioner Udell called for question.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the call to question carried unanimously.  The original motion to adopt the ordinance as originally proposed carried unanimously.  (See Ordinance No. 2001-09)

The ninth item on the agenda was a request for approval of List of Errors, Insolvencies, Double Assessments, and Discounts on the Assessment Roll Recapitulation for the Year 2000 as prepared by the Tax Collector’s Office.

Commissioner Udell moved for approval of List of Errors, Insolvencies, Double Assessments, and Discounts on the Assessment Roll Recapitulation for the Year 2000 as prepared by the Tax Collector’s Office.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The tenth item on the agenda was to discuss the auditor’s comments regarding Fiscal Year 2000 Audit.

Mr. Dasher withdrew the item from the agenda.

The eleventh item on the agenda was to discuss the scope and sequence for building renovation and demolition.  (Approved by Board under Agenda Item No. 22 at June 19, 2001 meeting.)

Mr. Dasher withdrew the item from the agenda.

The twelfth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a contract with William M. Bishop Consulting Engineers, Inc. for the Fiscal Year 2000 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Wellborn Water Association water system.

Mr. Scott Koons, Director of Local Government Assistance - North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, addressed the Board concerning the issue.

Commissioner Poole moved to approve a contract with William M. Bishop Consulting Engineers, Inc. for the Fiscal Year 2000 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Wellborn Water Association water system. Commissioner Udell left the meeting.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously 4-0 (as Commissioner Udell was not present for the vote).  (See Agreement No. 2001-??)

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to consider preliminary plat approval of the Dry Branch Subdivision.  (Tabled at June 19, 2001 Board meeting.)

Commissioner Udell returned to the meeting.

Mrs. Odom delivered her report to the Board. She advised there are some wetland surveys needed.  Ms. Odom recommended tabling the issue.

Mr. Tim Alcorn addressed the Board concerning a wetland survey.

Commissioner Udell moved to table approval of Dry Branch Subdivision indefinitely.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to consider preliminary plat approval of the Savannah Plantation Subdivision.

Mrs. Odom delivered her report to the Board.

Commissioner Poole abstained due to conflict of interests.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the preliminary plat of the Savannah Plantation Subdivision.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously 4-0, with Commissioner Poole abstaining due to conflict of interests.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to consider final plat approval of the Springer Woods Subdivision.

Mrs. Odom delivered her report to the Board and stated that there had been changes to lot sizes since the preliminary plat was approved.  She pointed out that the lot sizes were less than 10 acres with some property dedicated to the County.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the final plat of the Springer Woods Subdivision.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Taylor recessed at 2:40 p.m.
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2:50 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was a request for retroactive approval of renewal of a contract with Certified Control Systems, Inc. for maintenance of the computerized HVAC control system in Jail.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve retroactively the renewal of a contract with Certified Control Systems, Inc. for maintenance of the computerized HAVAC control system at the Jail.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request to authorize the Public Works Department to piggyback off another County’s bid to purchase a shoulder machine.

Mr. Brown stated that the price for the shoulder machine was $26,006.75.

Commissioner Udell moved to piggyback off another County’s bid to purchase a shoulder machine for  $26, 006.75.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a request to authorize the Public Works Department to purchase a grass seeder.

This item was withdrawn as the machine had already been purchased.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was a request to award a bid for processing and/or removing waste tires.

Commissioner Poole moved to award to Modern Waste Recycling One of Florida the bid for processing and/or removing waste tires.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was a request to award a bid for an asphalt surface course for Gold Kist Boulevard.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to award the bid for an asphalt surface course to Anderson Columbia for $50,605.66.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was a request to determine the final priority ranking of Transportation Enhancement Program projects for submission to the Florida Department of Transportation.

Commissioner Hatch moved to accept the ranking for the Transportation Enhancement Program projects as written.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-second item on the agenda was a request to adopt a resolution setting fees for 911 Addressing services.

Commissioner Udell moved to adopt a resolution setting fees for 911 Addressing services.  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  Discussion of appropriateness of the resolution to implement fees ensued.  The motion to adopt the resolution carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2001-??)

The twenty-third item on the agenda was a request to adopt a resolution enabling collection of a Communications Services Tax in Suwannee County.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a resolution enabling collection of a Communications Services Tax in Suwannee County.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2001-??)

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was a request to discuss site selection for an animal shelter facility on the landfill property.

Mr. Harvey presented an aerial photograph of the landfill and potential humane shelter site.  He advised the Board that there was a space problem due to various factors and particularly monitoring wells on the property.  He advised the Board that the presentation was just an update.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was discussion and possible action by the Board to instruct the Clerk to pay back $618,781 from the Fine & Forfeiture Fund to the General Fund.

Mr. Harvey advised the Board that $518,781 needed to be returned to the General Revenue Fund from the Fine and Forfeiture Fund.  He suggested that the Clerk make a ledger transfer as due to General Revenue Fund from the Fine and Forfeiture Fund.  At that point, the Fine and Forfeiture Fund would need money.  Mr. Harvey suggested a loan from the Hospital Trust Fund interest money to cover the Fine and Forfeiture Fund, with reimbursement in the following budget year from the Fine and Forfeiture Fund.

Discussion ensued, including the need for a workshop.

Mr. Lamar Jenkins, Property Appraiser, asked how a three-year budgetary trend of overspending had been allowed to continue.

Commissioner Hatch moved to table the issue until the regular meeting of July 17th, 2001.  After discussion, this motion was withdrawn.

Commissioner Hatch moved to hold a workshop on July 17th, 2001, at 1:30 p.m.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  Discussion ensued on the $1.3 million shortfall in totals, as there would be a need for $750,000 to carry the County through the beginning of the next fiscal year.  Sheriff Williams addressed the Board and the Fine and Forfeiture issue.  He addressed the increase of calls for service, less traffic tickets, a reduction of jail bed rentals.  The motion to hold a workshop carried unanimously.

Chairman Taylor recessed at 3:55 p.m.
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4:07 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was to hold general discussion on allocation of costs for Municipal Services Benefit Unit (MSBU) road projects.

Mr. Harvey wished to entertain discussion and seek direction.  He discussed prior MSBUs for road improvements and the real cost totals.  He detailed engineering, permits, materials, equipment, labor, and items constituting real costs for paving roads. Mr. Harvey suggested that County finances and the amount of roads that were presently unpaved made paving lots of roads unfeasible.

Commissioner Hatch addressed recent legislation on using gas tax money on local roads and suggested a moratorium on MSBUs.

Commissioner Udell asked what road was being considered for paving in an MSBU.  Barbara Gill answered that there was approximately one mile’s worth of roads off of Padlock Road with 34 parcel owners that needed paving.

Commissioner Udell supported paving the roads and believed residents should only pay for the asphalt.  He stated that Mr. Brown had estimated about $44,000 in asphalt costs for the roads under consideration.

Chairman Taylor agreed to Commissioner Udell’s comments.

Commissioner Poole agreed with Commissioner Udell’s comments, but stated that the Board should limit the annual schedules of paving.

Mr. Harvey stated that the point of the discussion was to get a sense of direction for scheduling, and holding public hearings in December for MSBU and tax billing abilities.

Commissioner Udell suggested that a moratorium may be a good idea.

Mr. Harvey stated that the item could be discussed more at the next meeting on July 17, 2001.

The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was a request to authorize staff to initiate procedures required to modify County fire assessment.

Mr. Harvey stated that if there was going to be an increase in fire assessment, it needs to be done with haste, because a formula must be established to justify a cost-benefit ratio by September 15, 2001.  There must be notifications to owners, advertising, and other such matters.  Mr. Harvey stated that if the Board chose to go ahead, he was requesting authorization to immediately seek professional assistance.

Commissioner Hatch moved to authorize Mr. Harvey to proceed with the modifications of the County’s fire assessment and seek professional assistance needed to do so.  Commissioner Udell seconded.  Discussion ensued on unimproved land assessment.  Mr. Jenkins advised the Board that there were 432,280 total acres in the County.  The motion to proceed carried unanimously.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was a request for approval for Commissioners Jerry L. Poole and Jesse Caruthers to transport a fire truck from New Jersey to Suwannee County.

Discussion of transporting the truck ensued.

Mr. Harvey advised the Board that Ray Freeman of the Falmouth Volunteer Fire Department, who has all required licenses and certifications, was willing to go and get the truck for per diem and mileage on his personal vehicle plus actual expenses.

Commissioner Poole moved to send Mr. Freeman and his wife, for an estimated cost of $1,800, to get the fire truck and drive it back.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was a request to authorize more walk-in gates at solid waste collection sites.

Commissioner Hatch requested to open the collection site at Highway 49 and Smith Market Road with another walk-in gate.

Commissioner Udell moved to place a walk-in gate at all collection sites that were not deed- or zoning-restricted.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to place alternate personnel at the Brown Wood and Falmouth collection sites on Sundays from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirtieth item on the agenda was a presentation of legal opinion as to options available to Board regarding findings revealed in recent audit pertaining to misappropriation of county assets by former Clerk.

Mr. Airth stated that it appeared expenditures by the former Clerk were outside his duties and authorities, and Mr. Airth had provided the Board with a letter to that effect.

Commissioner Hatch moved to refer the issue to the State Attorney for investigation, prosecution, and restitution.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-first item on the agenda was Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

There were none.

The thirty-second item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.

Mr. Ward talked about property next to the Branford Library and asked if the Board would have any desire to enter into a long-term lease of the property to use for some County purpose.  The property in question was one fourth of the block adjacent to the Library.

Discussion ensued with no action taken.

It was agreed that the issue would be considered.

Mr. Ward also talked about 3 acres that was purchased at a tax deed sale in Branford, but he was having trouble with the legal description and was not receiving help from Mr. Jenkins.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 5:27 p.m.

____________________________

ROBERT TAYLOR, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

________________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_________________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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