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June 21, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a workshop at the Advent Christian Village Conference Room for their annual retreat and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jerry Poole; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.


Mr. Ray Brown, Public Works Director, discussed the Goldkist Boulevard project and stated that despite rumors, nothing was wrong with the materials used in its reconstruction.  He cited “Proctor” test results from CalTech, stating that the original test showed the material as “failing,” but was then upgraded to “acceptable.”


Commissioner Udell stated that he had spoken with Anderson Columbia Construction, Inc. (who will be doing the paving on that road), and they had determined that nothing was wrong with the materials used in the sub-base.


Commissioner Caruthers stated that the report presented by Mr. Brown was not the same as Mr. Brown had previously furnished to him.  Commissioner Caruthers explained prior test results and road building requirements.


Mr. Brown stated that the tests spoke for themselves, and the rest was misinformation.


Commissioner Poole asked for clarification.


Commissioner Hatch brought up the purpose of the workshop.


Next discussed was the various issues concerning Fire Service.


Chairman Taylor called a recess at 11:15 a.m.
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11:30 a.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

Commissioner Udell discussed the bidding process and a 5% leniency for local vendors.

Discussion returned to the Fire Service and the various representatives of the Volunteer Fire Departments made comments.

Chairman Taylor a recess for lunch at 12:10 p.m.
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1:35 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

Commissioner Hatch discussed bid preferences.

Discussion ensued on dollar ranges and call limits of dollar variance, as well as a point system to base preferences upon.

Commissioner Udell proposed a percentage system of general nature.

Deputy Clerk Tyson brought up bonds and contract problems

The Board discussed road engineering and quality concerns, inspection reports, and other related issues.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 3:35 p.m.

3:45 p.m.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.


There was discussion of receiving information from the various departments in a timely fashion when requested.


Also discussed was the purchase of tree trimmers and other options for maintaining rights-of-way.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 5:06 p.m.
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