Book 28, Page 83
June 20, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


1:30 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a workshop and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Commissioner Jerry Poole; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


The purpose of the workshop was to consider a Nuisance Animal Ordinance.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m. and called upon Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, to discuss the issue.

Mr. Harvey advised the Board that there had been approximately four prior drafts and numerous meetings with various interested entities and Board workshops.  He detailed some of the prior issues considered and rejected as part of the current ordinance and advised the Board that the current ordinance as proposed addressed primarily dangerous dogs and other nuisance animals.  Mr. Harvey addressed the Title of the Ordinance and emphasized that it addressed domestic animals as defined by the ordinance, then discussed other definitions contained within the ordinance.  

Commissioner Hatch suggested that under Item F, “approaching in such a manner that threatening or hostile contact appears to be eminent” should be amended.  He also suggested that language be added to insure the entire citation funds less court cost and clerk’s fees be returned to the Animal Control Board to support the program.

Mr. Harvey addressed Paragraph J, Item (1) and explained the rationale.

The Board moved on to the last page Section 3 (alternative) Rabies Vaccination.

Commissioner Hatch suggested the Alternative Section 3 be substituted into the ordinance as Section 3.

Mrs. Janice Hunter, County Animal Control Officer with the Sheriff’s Office, wished to discuss the vaccination violation penalty.  Issues were discussed regarding vaccination as detailed in Section 11.  

The Board consented that with the suggested amendments, the ordinance was satisfactory as presented.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 2:13 p.m.
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