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June 12, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a special permit hearing and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Michael Tyson and Keta Asbury, Deputy Clerks.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.  Commissioner Jerry Poole was not present.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. and called upon Commissioner Udell to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag.


The first item on the agenda was to hold public hearing at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-06-01 by S. Carter McCollum and Michelle H. McCollum for intensive agriculture (four (4) additional poultry houses, 43’ x 520’ in size) less than 300 feet from lot lines and a solid waste facility (compost structure), in accordance with site plan submitted as part of application, on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1)

Mr. Airth swore in Mrs. Robinette Odom Planning and Zoning Director, who delivered her staff report on the application.

Commissioner Udell left the meeting at 6:03 p.m. but returned at 6:05 p.m.

Mrs. Odom advised the Board that Ms. Sandra Haas was appearing but not in opposition to the application.

Commissioner Hatch asked about the traffic level and capacity.  Mrs. Odom responded that the level was presently 9,400, and with application approval the amount would be 9,150.

Commissioner Udell asked if there were any neighbors in opposition to the application and where any nearby residences might be located.  He also inquired about the 300’ setback requirement.  There was discussion on the issue.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the resolution (relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-06-01 by S. Carter McCollum and Michelle H. McCollum for intensive agriculture (four (4) additional poultry houses, 43’ x 520’ in size) less than 300 feet from lot lines and a solid waste facility (compost structure), in accordance with site plan submitted as part of application, on property zoned Agriculture-1).  Commissioner Udell seconded.   It was asked about the residential and agricultural zoning characters of adjoining property, and questioned the 300’ setback regulation.  Commissioner Hatch explained the requirements.  The motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2001-??)


The second item on the agenda was to hold public hearing at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-06-02 by American Tower Management, Inc., authorized agent for Wilbur J. Arnette and Patricia R. Arnette, for an essential service (300 feet telecommunications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned A-1.

Mrs. Odom delivered her staff report on the application and advised the Board that the tower would be a multi-user tower.  She also stated that towers were classified an essential service under Section 14.11 of the Land Development Regulations.  She advised the Board that the location was approximately 2 miles south of CR 136 on SR 51 and addressed the conditions of climb guards and white and red light requirements, dismantling in 6 months after disuse, a 48-hour repair window for repairing lights, and favorable FAA approval.

Discussion ensued on the definition of “use” and a fine for failure to dismantle within 6 months, and if the County was to remove the tower at the owners’ expense.  Free County use of tower space was discussed.  

Mrs. Odom called attention to an issue on page 3 of the packet regarding a “reasonable problem” as relates to night tower lighting.  She advised the Board that the word “reasonable” was not in the resolution.

Mr. Airth swore in Roland Santiago, representative for American Tower Management, Inc.

Commissioner Udell raised questions regarding guide wires and collapse factors.  He stated the tower would have wires and would collapse within one hundred feet of itself.  He stated that the term “reasonable” could be removed from his request.    He also stated the company would be willing to donate free space for County use.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the resolution (relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-06-02 by American Tower Management, Inc., authorized agent for Wilbur J. Arnette and Patricia R. Arnette, for an essential service (300 feet telecommunications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned A-1).  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.  Mrs. Odom asked if there were any of the discussed changes that the Board may wish to change.  Commissioner Udell moved to amend his motion to include the condition of removal of the tower within 6 months of not using it, but then all seconds and motions were withdrawn.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the resolution with the following additional condition:  A bond to the benefit of the County for 115% of removal cost to be determined by an engineer, for removing the tower within six months of cessation of the approved and permitted use.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The third item on the agenda was to hold public hearing at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to consider adoption of a resolution relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-06-03, by American Tower management, Inc., authorized agent for Donald L. Chauncey and Borothe Chauncey, for an essential service (300 feet telecommunications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned A-1.

Mrs. Odom delivered her report and stated that the tower was on SR 51 in the Luraville area.

Commissioner Udell asked how far apart the towers were.  Mr. Santiago advised the Board that they were 10 miles apart.  Discussion on rentals to other companies who need tower space ensued.  Mr. Santiago stated that his company was in the business of leasing space to other companies.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve the resolution (relating to Special Permit Request No. SP-01-06-03, by American Tower management, Inc., authorized agent for Donald L. Chauncey and Borothe Chauncey, for an essential service (300 feet telecommunications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned A-1) with the same prior conditions as agenda item number two:  (A bond to the benefit of the County for 115% of removal cost to be determined by an engineer, for removing the tower within six months of cessation of the approved and permitted use).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2001-??)

Resolutions for items 2 and 3 were returned to Mrs. Odom for amendments as approved.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Hatch seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 6:51 p.m.
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