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May 15, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


2:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time to hold a workshop and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk, and Frank Salvati, Assistant Deputy Clerk.  Mr. Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, and Commissioner Jerry Poole were not present.


The purpose of the meeting was to discuss rural growth management.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m. and called on Mr. Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, to deliver his presentation.

Mr. Harvey introduced the topic of Rural Growth Management spoke on urban development and the delivery of services, required infrastructure, and protection of natural resources.  He pointed out the conflict between the concept of compatibility of uses and containing urban sprawl.

There was discussion on the low population density, the ability to provide services, and the Comprehensive Plan’s promotion of economic stagnation.  There was also discussion about the 62% of Suwannee County residents who do not pay non-ad valorem taxes, as their property value lies within the $25,000 homestead exemption.

(Tape 1, Side 2)

Mr. Scott Koons of the North Florida Regional Planning Council pointed out studies that residential development even on ¼ acre lots could not generate taxes to cover their demand for services and that only more industrial and commercial uses would produce those levels of taxes.

Discussion of the change process for the County Comprehensive Plan ensued.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 3:20 p.m.

May 15, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

3:35 p.m.

(Tape 1, Side 2 did not restart)

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order and called on Mr. Steve Fellerman of Department of Community Affairs to discuss CDBG programs and the Wellborn Water System.


Mr. Fellerman discussed local improvements and suggested a mix of economic and residential development for future CDBG grants.  He pointed out that Suwannee County had received about $3 million in the past decade.

There was discussion on other possible areas for grant applications.

(Tape 1, Side 2 restarted)

Some further discussion of CDBG methods and uses for this and other types of funding took place.

(Tape 2, Side 1)


Mr. Tom Beck and Tom Pierce of the Florida Department of Community Affairs addressed the Board on the need to change Comprehensive Plans from time to time to suit local growth and the Department of Community Affair’s need to help local communities, especially those with an agriculture base.  It was stated that Comprehensive Plans ten or more years old were probably in need of replacement, and Suwannee County’s was approaching that age.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 4:40 p.m.
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