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May 9, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time in their capacity as the Non-Ad Valorem Adjustment Board and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.  Commissioner Jerry Poole was not present.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.

The only petition on the Agenda was No. S.A. 2001-01, Blaise Picchi, concerning Parcel No. 10169000000 on Dowling Park Road.  The petitioner had requested to appeal via telephone.  

Mr. Airth instructed the Board on procedures and Deputy Clerk Tyson attempted to contact the petitioner at 1-954-760-4300.   The Boardroom phone was blocked from outgoing long-distance calls, and the petitioner was contacted and advised to call into the Boardroom at 386-364-3466.  Phone contact was initiated at 9:10 a.m. with Mr. Picchi.

The Chairman called upon Mr. Airth to read procedures.

Mr. Picchi was sworn by a Notary in Broward County and stated that he never used the County Solid Waste System, as he was only using the residence one to two weeks per year and took his trash away with him.  He had appealed previously to the Tax Collector’s Office but had been denied and stated that he had followed County Resolution 90-62, although apparently the County did not.  He advised the Board that he had no power or a telephone at the residence and did not use solid waste facilities.


Commissioner Hatch questioned Mr. Picchi as to his knowledge of the concept of an MSBU.  Discussion of the resolutions, ordinances, and purpose of an MSBU was undertaken.

Commissioner Hatch emphasized that services were being made available to the petitioner and the County incurred the cost of doing so.


There was discussion on occupancy and the use of battery power.

Mr. Airth swore in Mr. George Burnham, Suwannee County Tax Collector.  Mr. Burnham stated that in the past County Staff had exempted Mr. Picchi for solid waste assessment.  Mr. Burnham, as tax collector, took a more narrow interpretation of County Resolution 90-62 to establish vacancy, specifically regarding utility statements.  Mr. Burnham stated that with solar and battery power, it was difficult to establish non-use, and he felt he could not wave the assessment.

Discussion ensued on documentation provided by the petitioner.  Mr. Picchi considers his affidavit, as adequate evidence under 90-62.

Mr. Airth advised the petitioner that a decision would be made within 20 days and delivered in writing.  Mr. Airth requested Mr. Picchi’s Notary Public forward his affidavit of oath to the Clerk of Court’s Office.

The telephone call with Mr. Picchi was terminated.

Chairman Taylor recessed the meeting at 9:35 a.m.

9:50 a.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The Board discussed the appeal and Commissioner Caruthers asked Mr. Airth if Mr. Picchi met the terms of the Ordinance.  Mr. Airth advised the Board that Mr. Burnham was presumed correct, but it was ultimately the Board’s decision if the evidence had overcome the presumption.

Discussion ensued on the building and appeal in question.

Commissioner Udell moved to uphold the position that the Tax Collector’s presumption was correct and deny the petition.  Commissioner Hatch seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously, 4-0.

Discussion of availability of water and electric to homes was discussed, along with abandoned homes and structures.  The definition of residence was discussed.

Commissioner Hatch moved to recess until the next Tuesday, May 15, 2001, at 5:30 p.m., to render and sign the Board’s decision.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss, the Board recessed at 10:01 a.m., to meet again on Tuesday, May 15, 2001 at 5:30 p.m.
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