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Live Oak, Florida


1:30 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a workshop and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Commissioner Jerry Poole; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present.


The purpose of this workshop was to discuss indigent care.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m., and called on Rhonda Sharrod of Shands Hospital to deliver her presentation.

Ms. Sharrod advised the Board that the millage commitment for indigent costs had not increased in 17 years, and as a result Shands was supporting 77% of the indigent cost in Suwannee County.  She explained some of the care and services provided by Shands at Live Oak and discussed the Hospital Trust Fund.

There was discussion of Federal laws mandating that all emergency room patients must be treated regardless of ability to pay, residency, citizenship, and Medicare and Medicaid.

Ms. Sharrod asked that the County absorb the increased indigent costs so that Shands could break even on costs, as they could not continue to absorb some 77% of Suwannee County’s indigent costs.  After much discussion, Ms. Sharrod asked the Board to increase the County indigent expenses by $100,000.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 2:48 p.m. 

3:00 p.m.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

Ms. Sharrod thanked the Board for their time and consideration and offered any information the Board might need.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adjourn, and Commissioner Udell seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 3:05 p.m.
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