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May 3, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


1:00 p.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a workshop and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Commissioner Jerry Poole; and Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk.  Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, was not present.


The purpose of this workshop was to discuss fire service issues.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m., and asked Mr. Daniel R. Sivyer, County Fire Coordinator, to make his presentation.

Mr. Sivyer addressed a recent issue involving some allegations of inappropriate behavior on behalf of a firefighter, but stated that it had been resolved as requested.  He provided a memo referencing the topic and stated that no firefighter had or ever would intentionally place any citizen in jeopardy by refusing to provide a service.  Mr. Sivyer submitted handout materials and addressed some of the pay scales and job descriptions for various positions of firefighters.

There was discussion on insurance, claims, and fire assessment.

Commissioner Hatch, as the Board’s representative to the Fire Committee, suggested the possibility of returning to an all-volunteer fire department.

Chairman Taylor called a recess at 2:10 p.m.

May 3, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

2:28 p.m.


Chairman Taylor called the workshop back to order.

Mr. Sivyer addressed the benefits provided by the paid County department and the ten-year plan for the fire department, included upgrading of volunteer fire departments and increased billing for services.

(Tape 2, Side 1)


There was further discussion on the benefits of a paid fire department, as it was the only guaranteed response for fire service in the County 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Mr. Ed Harvey, County Coordinator/Budget Officer, suggested that he be allowed to work on the issues and problems in conjunction with the Fire Coordinator.

Commissioner Udell suggested the individual commissioners visit and ride with both the EMS and Fire Service.  


There being no further business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 3:20 p.m.
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