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April 10, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


6:00 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time in the main Courthouse courtroom to conduct a public hearing on zoning issues and tax abatement and the following were present:  Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Mike Tyson and Keta Asbury, Deputy Clerks and Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.
Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. and asked Commissioner Caruthers to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

The first item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to consider adoption of a resolution vacating a portion of the plat of the Suwannee Addition to Dowling Park.

Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, delivered her presentation.

Commissioner Hatch moved to adopt a resolution vacating a portion of the plat right-of-way between lots 1 and 2 of the Suwannee Addition to Dowling Park.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (See Resolution No. 2001-35)

The second item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to consider adoption of an ordinance relating to Amendment to the Future Land Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan Application No. CPA 01-02 by James Pitman, authorized agent for Branford Properties, Inc., from Residential-1 to Commercial.

Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, delivered her presentation.

Commissioner Hatch stated that he had conflict of interests and would abstain from voting on the Branford Properties, Inc. issues.

Commissioner Udell motioned to adopt an ordinance relating to Amendment to the Future Land Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan Application No. CPA 01-02 by James Pitman, authorized agent for Branford Properties, Inc., from Residential-1 to Commercial.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried 4-0, with Commissioner Hatch abstaining due to conflict of interests.  (See Ordinance No. 2001-07)

The third item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to consider adoption of an ordinance relating to Rezoning Request No. RZ-01-03-01 by James Pitman, authorized agent for Branford Properties, Inc., from Residential Single Family-1 (RSF-1) to Commercial Intensive (CI).

County Attorney Airth swore in Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, who then delivered her presentation.

Commissioner Caruthers motioned to adopt an ordinance relating to Rezoning Request No. RZ-01-03-01 by James Pitman, authorized agent for Branford Properties, Inc., from Residential Single Family-1 (RSF-1) to Commercial Intensive (CI).  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried 4-0, with Commissioners Hatch abstaining due to conflict of interests.  (See Ordinance No. 2001-08)

The fourth item on the agenda was to hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to consider granting an ad valorem tax abatement to Suwannee American Cement Company, as authorized under Chapter 196.1995, Florida Statutes.

Mr. Jerry Fletcher and Mr. Frank Darabi, representing Suwannee American Cement, presented the issue and much discussion followed.

Chairman Taylor called a short recess at 6:57 p.m.
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7:05 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

There was further discussion on the issue and input from Joe Anderson and Associates as well as several public comments both for and against the issue.

Commissioner Caruthers motioned to deny an ad valorem tax abatement to Suwannee American Cement Company, as authorized under Chapter 196.1995, Florida Statutes.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Poole against denial of the abatement.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
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