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April 10, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


1:30 p.m.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners held a workshop on the above date and time at the Suwannee County Regional Library.  The purpose of the workshop was to receive and consider information presented by Glenda Williams, Supervisor of Elections for Suwannee County, regarding excessive expenses related to the unusual demands of the past General Election and future mandated election requirements.  Present were: Chairman Robert Taylor, Commissioner Jesse Caruthers, Commissioner Randy Hatch, Commissioner Jerry Poole, and Commissioner Douglas Udell.  Also present were Deputy Clerk Michael Tyson, and Supervisor of Elections Glenda Williams.

Chairman Taylor opened the workshop at 1:32 p.m. and called upon Edward C. Harvey, County Coordinator, who introduced Glenda Williams.

Mrs. Williams read a prepared statement concerning the most recent general election that included some of the problems, expenses, and resulting mandated changes in the elections and tabulation procedures.

Mrs. Williams advised the Board that they could expect between $125,000 and $225,000 in State-mandated expenses for changes in election procedures in the future. It was unknown if there would be any State funding to assist in implementing these mandates.

Mrs. Williams provided some handout materials on population and voting precincts and addressed the requirements for reapportionment of Commission Districts and voting precincts.  She advised the Board that there were currently four (6, 2, 3, & 12) split precincts, and there was a need for one new precinct.  Much discussion ensued regarding reapportionment, changing district boundaries, and the effects of court ordered Commission District creation as related to statutory requirements.

There was discussion of obtaining larger maps from 911 Addressing and Mrs. Williams advised the Board that they were costly.  The Commissioners stated that they believed they could obtain them.  

Mrs. Williams addressed registration and verification procedures and these items were discussed.

Mrs. Williams informed the Board that she would be on the Board’s Agenda for April 17, 2001, to explain and seek resolution to the unexpected expenses incurred because of the unusual nature of the last General Election.

There being no further business to discuss, the workshop adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
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