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April 3, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


9:00 a.m.


The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a regular session and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Douglas M. Udell; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Randy Hatch; and Commissioner Jerry Poole; Michael Tyson, Deputy Clerk, and Frank Salvati, Assistant Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m., and asked Commissioner Hatch to lead the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.

The following items were Consent Items:
The first item on the agenda was a request for approval of minutes of the meeting held on March 13, 2001.

The second item on the agenda was a request for approval of Payroll Change Notices.

The third item on the agenda was a request for approval of payment of invoices.

A) Includes invoice from Byrd Painting, Inc. in the amount of $4,987.50 for painting at the Jail.  The bid was awarded by Board action on October 17, 2000.

B) Includes invoice from Bill Heard Chevrolet, Inc. in the amount of $19,810 for a 2001 Chevrolet Blazer purchased on state contract.

The fourth item on the agenda was a request for appointment of Father Don Woodrum to Board of Directors of Meridian Behavioral Healthcare, Inc. replacing Jack Garrett who resigned January 3, 2001.

The fifth item on the agenda was a request for reappointment of Cliff Gwinn, Commission District 3, to the Suwannee County Development Authority.

The sixth item on the agenda was a request for adoption of a resolution to enter into a Joint Participation Agreement with the Department of Transportation for Phase I, to conduct an environmental assessment of a land off approach end of runway 25 prior to purchase negotiation at the Suwannee County Airport.

The seventh item on the agenda was a request for adoption of a resolution to enter into a Joint Participation Agreement with the Department of Transportation for design, purchase and installation of a precision approach path indicator (PAPI) and non-directional beacon (NDB) at the Suwannee County Airport.

The eighth item on the agenda was a request for adoption of a resolution to enter into a Joint Participation Agreement with the Department of Transportation for design and construction of T-hangars at the Suwannee County Airport.

The ninth item on the agenda was a request for adoption of a resolution to enter into a Joint Participation Agreement with the Department of Transportation for design of Taxiway “C”, (Phase I) at the Suwannee County Airport. 

The tenth item on the agenda was a request to approve recommendation of Payment No. 6 in the amount of $28,475.10 to Certified Enterprises, Inc. for the Suwannee County Health Department expansion.


Commissioner Caruthers requested that item B on agenda item number three be removed from the consent agenda and placed with agenda item number fourteen.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to approve the aforementioned consent items, except for item 3-b.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


The following items were general business items:

The eleventh item on the agenda was for the Chairman to call for emergency additional agenda items.  Any additional matters the Board agreed to consider at this meeting would be heard under Item No. 37, Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

A) Approval of Certification of Participation in Fiscal Year 2002 Florida Department of Law Enforcement’s Edward Byrne Memorial State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance Formula Grant Program.

B) Discuss contamination cleanup at the Road Department with possible Board action.

C) Commissioner Udell to discuss building access for night meetings.


Commissioner Udell moved to add the additional agenda items to the agenda.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twelfth item on the agenda was public concerns or comments.

Mr. Edmon Perry of 117 Drive, O’Brien, requested repair of 218th Terrace, as it was a dirt road that became muddy in wet weather.  He stated that the road was about one mile long and in need of repair for several years, as the usage of the road had increased dramatically in the past years.

Discussion ensued.

It was determined that Commissioner Hatch would request the Road Department to repair the road if it was determined it is a County road.

Mr. Perry stated that the County regularly graded the road.

The thirteenth item on the agenda was Staff Reports.


Steve Sharpless, Maintenance Director, gave his report on construction projects including, the Health Department, the Courthouse (final inspection due on Monday, April 9th, at 9:30 a. m.), Branford EMS, Jail painting, and leak problems.  He reported on the Sheriff’s work squad and praised their assistance and cost savings to the County.  Mr. Sharpless also commented on the heat and air conditioning problem with the Courthouse.


Commissioner Hatch commented on Mr. Sharpless’ excellent work.


Commissioner Udell commented on the coverings of the windows in the Boardroom.  He also requested moving old records and items belonging to the Building Department out of storage at the Coliseum to allow the Fair Board to use the room.


Mr. Sharpless stated that the records must be retained and he would need some other storage facility.


Edward C. Harvey, Jr., County Coordinator/Budget Officer, addressed a suit by Mr. Joe Griffin regarding public records requests regarding a personnel letter of resignation.  He advised the Board that the court had ruled the suit frivolous.  He requested that the Board support the pursuit of recovery of attorney fees and cost.  Mr. Harvey then referred to a handout listing projects currently undertaken by County staff and referred specifically to item No. 3 on supervisor training which would be for a multi-County session held at the library.  He addressed the animal control issue and the workshops and progress on the issue as well as budget preparation that was underway.  Next, Mr. Harvey addressed demolition of some old County structures and subsequent construction of parking lots.


Commissioner Poole commented on the information provided and thanked Mr. Harvey.


Ray Brown, Public Works Director, provided a handout and commented on new collection site schedules at the five sites with walk-through gates.


Commissioner Udell asked about advertising this new schedule, and discussion ensued.


Mr. Brown discussed road-grading schedules and advised the Board that Suwannee River Water Management had requested the County remove about 100 yards of wood chips and deliver them to the Branford Trail.  He reported on DEP permitting on the landfill.


John D. Hales, Jr., Director of Libraries, delivered his report and noted that Mr. John Housman, noted author, would be visiting the County schools and library.  He reported on various projects of the Library system and funding from the State.  Mr. Hales addressed Library Guidelines for Internet access and stated that five people had been ejected from the library for accessing inappropriate materials and refusing to cease the same.


Mr. Airth thanked Mr. Hales for the expansion of the reading programs.    


Greg Scott, Recreation Department Director, delivered his report on recreation programs.  He commented on the grand opening of the Sports Complex and thanked the Commission for their support and attendance.  He requested approval to haul debris to the landfill from the ball fields at John Hales Park after demolition.


Commissioner Udell noted that he had contacted someone from Lake City in reference to availability of recreation grants.  He advised Mr. Scott that Mrs. Elaine Robinson, Board secretary, had the name and telephone numbers.
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Hal A. Airth, County Attorney, commented on the suit by Mr. Joe Griffin and advised the Board that there was one suit pending.  He also stated that the Howell suit was still in the discovery process.


Kenneth Dasher, Clerk of Circuit Court, stated he had no report but would entertain questions.  There were none.


Commissioner Udell requested that Additional Agenda item B on the cleanup at the Road Department be addressed at this point.


Commissioner Udell moved to entertain the issue at the time.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Udell called upon Mr. Frank Darabi to address the Board on the job from which he had previously withdrawn.


Mr. Darabi reviewed his participation on the issue.  He advised the Board that there was a 25%/75% matching grant and he had obtained $300,000 for the County.  He stated that since this was insufficient for the cleanup, the Department of Environmental Protection had committed to making this a 100% grant, and would fund the project for the necessary amount to complete the job and determine a method of repayment later depending on the County’s ability to repay.  Mr. Darabi stated he may reconsider his involvement if the Board request him to do so.


Commissioner Udell pointed out that Mr. Darabi had continued to assist the County with obtaining assistance, and requested that the Board reappoint Mr. Darabi as the engineer for the project.


Commissioner Udell moved to reappoint Mr. Darabi as the engineer for the project.  Commissioner Hatch seconded.  Mr. Darabi requested a vote of unanimous confidence in his ability, and that he would report directly to the Board on the project.  He stated this would be his conditions for resuming involvement.  Commissioner Udell stated he would make these two conditions a part of his motion and modified it thus.  Discussion ensued on the issue, including the fact that that Earth Tech was now designated as the contact.  Mr. Darabi stated that the process should only take a letter to DEP reappointing him as the contact engineer.  Commissioner Hatch stated that the Board should immediately advise Earth Tech of the designation of Mr. Darabi as the new DEP contact.  Mr. Harvey confirmed that Earth Tech was appointed the current contact and there was no contract with them concerning the project.  Commissioner Udell’s motion was amended to remove Earth Tech as the contact and allow the Chairman to sign a letter reappointing Mr. Frank Darabi as the contact.  The motion carried unanimously to appoint Mr. Darabi, remove Earth Tech as contact, acknowledge Mr. Darabi’s two conditions to accept the reappointment, and authorize the Chairman to sign a letter to DEP reappointing Mr. Darabi as the contact for the project.


Chairman Taylor called a recess at 10:05 a.m.

April 3, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

10:25 a.m.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order and skipped to item number fifteen.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for an asphalt surface course for 129th Road (Hughes Highway).

Mr. Brown stated Mr. Curtis Keen, County Engineer, would open the bids for he and Mr. Brown’s review.


The first bid was from Harlis Ellington Construction Co.   They bid $290,275.04 for the project.


The second bid was from Anderson Columbia.  They bid $274,389.42 for the project.


The third bid was from APAC.  They bid $271,583.06 for the project.


Commissioner Udell asked about the total funding allocated.  Mr. Brown responded that $1.2 million was available.  The difference would be made up by in-kind service by the Road Department.


Discussion ensued on the issue.


Commissioner Caruthers asked if the bids needed to be studied.  Mr. Keen advised the Board that they would need to be.  It was stated that once started, the project would take about three months until completion.


Chairman Taylor returned to agenda item number fourteen.

The fourteenth item on the agenda was a discussion and possible action relating to authorization to receive clean concrete at the Landfill at no charge to the public; public funds used for personal use; misuse of public property; unauthorized purchase; and failing to follow directives of the Commission.


Commissioner Caruthers advised the Board that it would take a few minutes to cover the five issues.


Issue No. 1.  Receiving clean concrete at the landfill, and the Clerk’s voiding an invoice.  This question had been asked at the last meeting and Mr. Brown avoided the questions and later answered falsely.


Issue No. 2. Use of County cellular phones for personal use without reimbursement.  Commissioner Caruthers inspected billings to some County telephone numbers and it appeared that one cell phone had over 500 personal calls with only a small reimbursement by the employee.


Issue No. 3. Powers and duties under 125.01 Florida Statutes.  Commissioner Caruthers advised the Board that Mr. Brown had refused to respond to requests for information for five months.


Issue No. 4. Resolution 2000-48 had been ignored; that Mr. Brown was building a new welding shop at the landfill and this construction had not come before the Board.


Issue No. 5 from the Oct. 17, 2000 meeting of BOCC; purchase of pickup trucks at the Public Works Department was approved as requested.  The department head changed the purchase without approval of the Board and instead purchased a Blazer for the recycling coordinator at $19,000 instead of the approved pickup at  $13,000.


Commissioner Caruthers stated that these practices were unacceptable and entertained questions or discussion.  He requested an opportunity for discussion of these issues, and the items were discussed at length.
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Commissioner Caruthers moved to forgive the invoice on the concrete from the Boys’ Ranch hauled by Hudson Lundy.  Commissioner Poole seconded for the sake of discussion.  After further discussion, Commissioner Poole moved to table the issue for research.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded.   Both motions were withdrawn with the intent to address the issue at the next meeting.


Further discussion ensued on the various points.


Chairman Taylor called a recess for lunch at 11:20 a.m., to reconvene at 1:00 p.m.

April 3, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

1:02 p.m.

Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The fifteenth item on the agenda was at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, to open bids for an asphalt surface course for 129th Road (Hughes Highway).

This item had already been discussed prior to item number fourteen.

The sixteenth item on the agenda was a request to authorize engineering services for reconstruction of Gold Kist Boulevard based on cost estimates by Curtis Keen, Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc.


Mr. Brown stated that there was a contract proposal for the Board’s consideration for engineering services for Goldkist Boulevard that had been approved by the State on the 35/65% match.  He stated that the city of Live Oak had verbally pledged $20,000 toward the cost of the project.


Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept and approve the contract with Keen Engineering for Goldkist Boulevard.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The seventeenth item on the agenda was a request to authorize engineering services for reconstruction of Falmouth Road based on cost estimates by Curtis Keen, Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc.

Mr. Brown stated that the total cost would be between $800,000 and $900,000.

Commissioner Caruthers moved to accept the engineering contract.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The eighteenth item on the agenda was a request to authorize engineering services for widening and resurfacing of 264th Street based on cost estimates by Curtis Keen, Keen Engineering & Surveying, Inc.

Commissioner Hatch moved to approve agenda item number eighteen.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Hatch asked about adding Cherokee Trace to the 264th Street project.  Mr. Brown stated that it may be possible.

The nineteenth item on the agenda was a request to discuss submission of two (2) candidate projects for Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP) to DOT by May 1, 2001.

Mr. Brown discussed those roads that had been previously approved and also suggested CR136, which had not previously been approved, be resubmitted.

Commissioner Hatch moved to add CR 252 to the SCRAP program.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Commissioner Hatch moved to resubmit CR 136 west also.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Commissioner Caruthers moved to amend the motion and add a third alternate of CR 136A.  Commissioner Hatch seconded the amendment.  The motion to add the amendment carried unanimously.  The motion to resubmit the roads under the SCRAP program along with those roads added by amendment carried unanimously.

The twentieth item on the agenda was a request to discuss submission of one (1) candidate project for the Small County Outreach Program (SCOP) to DOT by May 1, 2001.

Commissioner Hatch moved to submit 216th Street between SR 247 and US 129.   Discussion ensued.
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Commissioner Caruthers suggested River Road from US 90 to Dowling Park as an alternate.  Mr. Brown suggested saving that road for another program.


Commissioner Poole suggested Dry Prairie Road.  Mr. Brown suggested a larger project.


Commissioner Hatch stated he would give up 216th to get CR 136A under this project.  Commissioner Hatch withdrew his original motion.


Commissioner Poole moved to add CR 136A to item 20.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-first item on the agenda was a request to discuss candidate projects for County Incentive Grant Program (CIGP) to be submitted to DOT by May 15, 2001.

Discussion of candidate roads ensued.  


Chairman Taylor called a short recess at 1:32 p.m. to open the EMS workshop recessed from March 27th, 2001.

April 3, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

1:35 p.m.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.


Road candidates for agenda item No. 21 continued.


Commissioner Caruthers suggested preparing for these projects in advance.


Commissioner Hatch moved to table this issue until the next regular meeting date in order to prepare candidate roads.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  A possible workshop was discussed.  Mr. Brown stated that he would do research for the next meeting on April 17, 2001.  The motion to table the issue carried unanimously.


The twenty-second item on the agenda was a request to discuss submission of applications for new projects for the Transportation Enhancement Program to DOT no later than June 1, 2001.


Mr. Brown stated two projects suggested were the Five Points Hub and the sidewalk to Wal-Mart.  He stated that this was a broad program and may include parking lot paving when County buildings were demolished.


Commissioner Poole suggested sidewalks on SR 51 South in residential areas to town.


Commissioner Udell asked what development was anticipated on the road right-of-way between town and Wal-Mart on US 129 North.


Commissioner Poole stated there was much current and planned development between town and Wal-Mart.  Discussion continued.


Commissioner Poole moved to continue with the Wal-Mart sidewalk project and add a sidewalk to Maynor Manor subdivision on SR 51.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-third item on the agenda was for Brad Dicks to request for the County to determine to what extent it would maintain the storm water management system for the Deer Meadow and Huntington Hills Subdivisions.

Mr. Dicks requested that the Board authorize a signatory for the maintenance requirement of Suwannee River Water Management, to assume responsibilities of rights-of-way, ditches, and water control.

Discussion ensued on the issue.

Mr. Airth advised the Board that the storm water control should be contingent upon the County making final acceptance of the roads if it elected to do so.  There was more discussion on the requirements of Suwannee River Water Management and what documents were necessary.

Commissioner Poole moved for the Board to accept responsibility for the flood or water control contingent upon the roads in the Deer Meadows subdivision being accepted.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Dicks requested the same for the Huntington Hills subdivision.


Commissioner Udell moved to accept road rights-of-way only, but no retention ponds.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Taylor called a short recess at 2:07 p.m.

April 3, 2001

Live Oak, Florida

2:20 p.m.


Chairman Taylor called the meeting back to order.

The twenty-fourth item on the agenda was a request to consider preliminary plat approval of the Westside Meadows Subdivision.


Mrs. Robinette Odom, Planning and Zoning Director, addressed the Board and delivered her staff report.  The subdivision lies outside the ISO rating of 9 and the developer was requesting a variance.  The cul-de-sac limit of 800 feet was also not met and the developer was requesting a variance.


Mr. Airth pointed out that there were no street cross section named on the plat but this could be corrected on the final plat. 


Mrs. Odom stated that there was also no level of service standards for 104th Street.  The nearest highway with service standards was Highway 51 and it was within the standards.


Comm Udell moved to approve the preliminary plat of Westside Meadows. Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.


Mr. Tim Alcorn asked for a letter from the Board to Suwannee River Water Management regarding the maintenance of the water control.  The Board through Commissioner Udell determined that this would become a standard practice with subdivision approval.

The twenty-fifth item on the agenda was a request to consider preliminary plat approval of the Springer Woods Subdivision.

Mrs. Odom delivered her report and stated there were no variances requested or required in this subdivision.

Commissioner Hatch moved to accept the preliminary plat of Springer Woods Subdivision.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-sixth item on the agenda was a presentation of the quarterly report for Pine Grove Volunteer Fire Department as per the County agreement.


Mr. Daniel R. Sivyer, County Fire Coordinator, delivered his report.  He explained the new contract with Pine Grove and stated that the changes had progressed as planned.


The twenty-seventh item on the agenda was a request for authorization to purchase sole source proprietary software for EMS billing.


Mr. Murel McDonald, Emergency Services Director, addressed the Board and stated that he needed to spend $6,970 to update the billing software.


Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The twenty-eighth item on the agenda was a request to take appropriate action on EMS funding increases per the March 27, 2001 workshop.


Mr. McDonald requested that the Board reconsider the funding increases discussed in the prior workshops.  The primary issues were: 1) salary adjustments, which would cost $53,658 for the remainder of this year and next year would be $100,027, and 2) the addition of three paramedics.


Commissioner Hatch stated that the Board had identified additional funding to provide a step increase on the request.  The funding source identified would cover half the requested salary increase.


Commissioner Hatch moved to grant increases of half that requested.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Commissioner Hatch clarified that the increase would amount to $.67 for paramedics and $.44 for EMTs in hourly pay increases.


It was stated that the proposed increase was still far less than the surrounding counties’ comparative pay.  He stated that the County had a quality EMS system and staff, but was paying far less than what was needed to maintain the level of service.


Discussion ensued.  The commissioners reassured the EMS staff that this was just the beginning to address the pay issues.  Commissioner Hatch moved to amend his motion to include making the pay increase effective from March 31st, 2001, which was the beginning of the current pay period. Commissioner Poole seconded the amendment.  The amended motion carried unanimously. 

The twenty-ninth item on the agenda was a request for approval of a 911 System proposal from InterAct.

This item was removed from the agenda.

The thirtieth item on the agenda was a request for approval or denial of a yearly agreement with Hasty Communications for maintenance of the County’s communications system.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the contract.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-first item on the agenda was a request to consider a proposal to advertise for a Building Inspector at the Suwannee American Cement Plant that was tabled at the March 20th, 2001 Board meeting.


Mr. Harvey advised the Board that the County Attorney had reviewed the applicable statutes and it appeared that the project engineer could certify the construction as meeting all codes.  It was recommended that the issue be dropped as far as hiring additional inspectors.


Commissioner Hatch moved to allow the owner’s project engineer to certify the construction process with County staff making routine periodic inspections as an effort to protect the County.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Mr. Airth advised that there appeared to be a conflict in inspecting one’s own work.  Mr. Harvey stated that it was his understanding that the owner would have an engineer to oversee the contractors and engineers, but they would not be performing their own inspections.  The motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-second item on the agenda was a request to authorize extension of the auditor’s contract from March 31, 2001 to April 30, 2001, and consider expanding the scope of services.
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Mr. Harvey addressed the Board and explained that there was a request for an extension of the deadline to complete the audit.  He stated that the second request was to expand the scope of the audit in specified areas as listed in the agenda package request.


Commissioner Hatch moved to accept the proposed extension and expanded scope of the auditor’s contract, with tipping fees at the landfill added to the audit.  Commissioner Poole seconded.  Discussion on additional audit costs ensued.  Mr. Harvey advised the Board that the hourly rate was $75, but there was no clear amount of cost at this time.  The motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-third item on the agenda was a request to approve Amendment Number One to Historic Preservation Grant Award Agreement No. SC057 by extending the Grant Period ending date from March 31, 2001 to September 30, 2001.

Commissioner Udell moved to approve the request.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-fourth item on the agenda was a request to discuss appropriate action for the Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative property.


Mr. Harvey stated that the last offer of settlement made by the Board had been rejected.   Commissioner Hatch suggested requesting clear title to the property within five days and the Board would close.  Discussion ensued about the actions of the Board that may have increased any cost to SVEC.


Mr. Harvey stated that the first and second environmental audits were lacking and Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative had elected to have the same firm make the second audit in spite of objections by the County.


Discussion continued and the Commissioners’ consensus was to proceed with recovering the County’s money with one final settlement offer and if necessary, file a lawsuit.


Mr. Harvey stated that if there was any consideration of a purchase, the Board could and should receive authorization to conduct its own environmental study at its own expense if necessary as a condition of purchase.


Commissioner Udell stated he had information that SVEC had buried suspect materials on the site and that there had been no exploration in those areas for an environmental audit.  He stated he was highly suspicious of the site and the environmental audit and was not interested in the purchase any longer.  


More discussion ensued on the course of pursuit.  


Commissioner Hatch moved to offer to settle for $85,000 within 30 days, and if not accepted by Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, file suit immediately.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-fifth item on the agenda was a request to discuss a letter from the Department of Transportation pertaining to the construction of a center turn lane on US 129 South.

Chairman Taylor read parts of the letter from the Department of Transportation and discussion ensued.

Commissioner Poole stated that it would run from Melody Christian Church north to the Church of God.   A response DOT’s letter was discussed.

Commissioner Poole moved to send a letter to DOT detailing the most critical areas desired in the plan for a turn lane on US 129 South.  Commissioner Caruthers seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

The thirty-sixth item on the agenda was a request to discuss hiring a professional grant writer.


Commissioner Poole advised the Board that the Clerk’s Office would assign two staff members to pursue grants on behalf of the Board.


Mrs. Jean Fieler, Supervisor of the Clerk’s Administrative Division, addressed the Board and stated that the two employees, she and Eric Musgrove, had some experience with grants and were willing to pursue various grants on behalf of the County.


Discussion about other talents in various departments that could pursue grants ensued.


The Board agreed to use the Clerk’s employees for assisting in the search and application of certain County grants.


The thirty-seventh item on the agenda was Emergency Additional Agenda Items.

A) Approval of Certification of Participation in Fiscal Year 2002 Florida Department of Law Enforcement’s Edward Byrne Memorial State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance Formula Grant Program.

Sheriff Williams addressed the Board and requested that they accept the grant.


Commissioner Poole moved to apply for and accept the grant.  Commissioner Udell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

B) Discuss contamination cleanup at the Road Department with possible Board action.

This item had already been addressed.

C) Commissioner Udell to discuss building access for night meetings.


Commissioner Udell stated that there had been times when persons attended Board meetings carrying weapons, and the Board had some time ago approved a resolution requesting that a deputy sheriff attend each meeting.  He requested that a deputy be present hence forth and/or have all persons enter the building through the metal detector at the front door of the Courthouse.


Sheriff Williams addressed the Board and detailed the limits of auxiliary deputies and the difficulty with maintaining a secure environment at meetings.


Commissioner Caruthers asked what the cost of a deputy assigned to each meeting might be.  Sheriff Williams stated that there was a statutory coverage for provision of a deputy at Board meetings and he would gladly comply with the Board’s wishes, though he had not planned on requesting reimbursement.


Discussion ensued on the issue of security for the Boardroom and Courthouse.  


A deputy at the entrance to the Boardroom with a hand scanner for discretionary use was decided upon.

The thirty-eighth item on the agenda was Board Members’ Inquiries, Requests and Comments.


Commissioner Caruthers asked that some cans be moved closer to the gates at collection sites.


Commissioner Caruthers advised the Board that Item 3-b, approval of payment of invoice for a Chevrolet Blazer for the Road Department, was moved to Item 14, but was never voted upon.


Commissioner Udell moved to pay for the Blazer as requested at a cost of $19,810.  Commissioner Poole seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Caruthers opposed.


Mr. Harvey stated that there may be a need to encumber any unencumbered funds in the Road Department since a report may need to be made to DEP regarding available funds.  He asked that if there were pending projects, there needed to be a specific designation spread upon the minutes for audit purposes.  He stated that about $1,900,000 in funds needed to be addressed.


After discussion, it was decided that the Board would recess the meeting until Thursday, April 5, 2001, at 1:30 p.m. to continue the discussion and take required action.


Commissioner Poole moved to recess the meeting until the aforementioned time.  Commissioner Hatch seconded, and the motion to recess carried unanimously.


There being no further business to discuss, the Board recessed at 4:30 p.m., to return at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 5, 2001, at 1:30 p.m.

___________________________

ROBERT TAYLOR, CHAIRMAN

SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WITNESSED BY:

__________________, D. C.

ATTEST:

_______________________

KENNETH DASHER

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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