PAGE  
310
Book 27, Page 

January 9, 2001

Live Oak, Florida


3:30 P. M.

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a workshop and the following were present: Chairman Robert Taylor; Commissioner Jesse Caruthers; Commissioner Douglas Udell; Commissioner Jerry Poole; Commissioner Randy Hatch; Mike Tyson, Deputy Clerk, and Keta Asbury, Assistant Deputy Clerk.  Also present was Hal A. Airth, County Attorney.
Public Works Director, Ray Brown was asked to address the issue of the Gas Spill Contamination at the Road Department.
Mr. Brown stated Mr. Frank Darabi, the County’s contracted engineer, would address the Board on the gas cleanup issue.

Mr. Darabi described a brief history of the gas spill issue at the Road Department.  He stated that the methodology for removing the various contaminants must be approved by DEP.  He reminded the Board that DEP has granted $300,000 and anything above this amount is the responsibility of the County.  

Mr. Darabi stated he must prepare and submit a (RAP) Remedial Action Plan and it must be approved by DEP.  He stated there might be some pilot projects to determine the feasibility of certain approaches which also must be approved by DEP.  

Mr. Darabi assured the Board the cost would be more than $300,000 and likely at least a million dollars.  

Mr. Darabi requested authorization to prepare and submit a RAP to get the process moving.  The RAP will address several methodologies, but will not commit to one or establish cost.  The pilot projects are to establish what methodologies work and what time frames are workable.  Cost can then be better estimated.

A discussion of methods of treatment ensued.  Also the method of bidding the project out in smaller parts for the local contractors’ benefit was also discussed.  Mr. Darabi advised 45-60 days would be required to have DEP approval of the remedial action plan.  

Mr. Dennis Price addressed the Board.  He stated that he is a geologist and hydrologist and has worked in the area for 30 years.  He suggested the Board have more that one engineering firm offer solutions and perhaps prepare a RAP for the Board’s consideration.  

Mr. Harvey addressed the Board and stated that it is his understanding that this situation is basically a very routine cleanup situation, the spill is fairly well contained to a one acre site, and should cost about $400,000, not a million.  

Mr. Darabi contradicted the feasibility of doing this cleanup for $400,000.

Mr. Harvey stated he is not trying to cast doubts on Mr. Darabi’s abilities, but reminded the Board that they have heard several different figures and they have continually escalated.

It was decided the Board would study the facts and further consider this issue at the regular meeting on February 6, 2001.

The Gas Spill Workshop was adjourned at 4:05 p. m.
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